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UACE S101 General Paper section A: Multipatry democracy/political pluralism in Uganda (pro
and cons)

Definition

Political pluralism is a system where we have many political parties, individuals, groups or organizations
competing for leadership through a democratic process. Alternatively pluralism as a political philosophy
is the diversity within a political body, which is seen to permit the peaceful coexistence of different
interests, convictions, and lifestyles. Ugandan situation provides for a five year term of office and
political parties involved include National Resistance movement (NRM), Democratic Party (DP), Forum
for Democratic change (FDC), National Unit platform and others.

Benefits

1. Diversity. Pluralistic democracy has allowed for diversity of opinions, beliefs, and lifestyles to coexist
and respected in Uganda, which has fostered a more inclusive and tolerant society.

2. Representation: Pluralistic democracy Uganda allowed for multiple groups to have representation in
the political process, which has help to ensure that a wider range of interests are considered and
addressed in government policies.

3. Compromise: Pluralistic democracy in Uganda has s encouraged compromise and negotiation
between different groups, which has led to more stable and sustainable solutions to social and
political problems.

4. Stability: Pluralistic democracy in has provided stability and security by reducing the likelihood of
violent conflict and ensuring that power is transferred peacefully through elections at least at the
level member of parliament and below.

5. Youth and women emancipation. Party democracy has encouraged women and youth emancipation
in order to gain support for a party. This was partly addressed through affirmative action. This is
demonstrated by having women occupying high rank position in government, for instance the post
of speaker in parliament, the vice president, the prime ministers and others are women.

6. Provision of social service: The party in power is forced to serve the people’s interests to be voted
again. Roads and other social services such as school and healthy facilities are continuously being
improved.

7. Freedom of association. Party democracy has promoted freedom of association for the people.
Currents people now are free to belong to different parties, religions, traditions and culture.
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8. Sprit of competitions. Political pluralism in Uganda has instilled a spirit of free competition among
Ugandans. Today people are free to compete for any post of leadership in their parties and in the
country.

Setbacks/Shortcomings:

1. Gridlock: With multiple groups and interests competing for influence, pluralistic democracy in
Uganda has sometime led to gridlock and political polarization, which made it difficult to pass
legislation and address pressing issues. For instance it is difficult agree on the demarcation of
constituencies, districts, cities and so on.

2. Slow Decision Making: The requirement for multiple groups to reach consensus has slowed down
the decision-making process and led to inaction on important issues.

3. Minorities are marginalized: While pluralistic democracy In Uganda has allowed for representation
of multiple groups, some minorities are marginalized and their interests not adequately represented
for example albinos.

4. Special Interest Influence: The presence of multiple interest groups in the democratic process has
led to the undue influence of special interests, at the expense of the general public.

5. Conflicts: Political party democracy has fueled interparty conflicts leading to violence and illegal
imprisonments.

6. Sabotage: Political parties have sometimes opposed and unfairly criticized useful government
Programs especially from the opposition such Universal Primary Education and Universal Secondary
Education programs.

7. High cost is involved in election process such as demarcating polling stations, printing and
transporting election materials, training polling and election officers and so on.

8. Corruption and embezzlement of national resources is common especially these in power struggling
to keep them in power.

9. Corrupted election system and manipulations by people in power has created widespread conflicts.

10. Failure to elect competent people.

Overall, pluralistic democracy in Uganda has provided stability and ensured that multiple interests are
represented in the democratic process. However, the balancing of these interests has at times led to
gridlock, slow decision-making, and the marginalization of certain groups. It is an obligation upon each
one of us to develop a political system that will address these challenges in order to ensure long-term
sustainability.

Relevant Questions
1. Has political pluralism solved Uganda’s problem.

Mark allocation.
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Definition = 05mark

Spellings = 05 mark

General impression 10 marks

Any 5 problem (each 3 marks) = 15 marks
Any 5 measures (each 3 marks) = 15

Total = 50 marks

Thank you
Dr. Bbosa Science
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