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Methods or Strategies Napoleon Used to dominate Europe, 1802 -1814 

Questions to ponder 

1. Examine Methods or Strategies Napoleon Used to dominate Europe, 1802-1814 

Napoleon Bonaparte used a combination of military, political, and administrative strategies to 
dominate Europe from 1802 to 1814: 

1. Military Strategy: Napoleon was known for his rapid and decisive military campaigns. 
He employed the strategy of concentrating his forces to achieve a decisive victory, often 
moving quickly to outmanoeuvre his enemies. His victories at battles such as Austerlitz 
and Jena-Auerstedt demonstrated his ability to defeat larger and more powerful 
coalitions. 

2. Political Alliances: Napoleon formed strategic alliances and puppet states to extend his 
influence. He installed family members and loyalists as rulers of conquered territories, 
ensuring control over these regions. 

3. Legal Reforms: The implementation of the Napoleonic Code helped to standardize laws 
across conquered territories, promoting a sense of unity and stability. 

4. Economic Control: Napoleon reformed the economies of conquered territories, 
integrating them into the French economic system to strengthen his control. 

5. Propaganda and Censorship: Napoleon used propaganda to promote his image and 
suppress dissent. He controlled the press and used censorship to maintain a positive 
public perception. 

6. Centralized Administration: Napoleon reorganized the administrative structure of 
France and its territories, creating a more efficient and centralized system of 
governance. 

7. Treaties: Napoleons signed treaties with various states he conquered. For instance, The 
Treaty of Lunéville was signed on February 9, 1801, between the French Republic and 
Emperor Francis II of the Holy Roman Empire that ended hostility between France and 
Austria.  

8. Compulsory military recruitment: Napoleon adopted a compulsory military recruitment 
policy in the conquered territories like in Portugal, Denmark, Poland, Italy and Germany 
to generate a large army used to conquer other state. 

9. Taxation: Napoleon over taxed the conquered states to submission.  


