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The Belgian Revolution of 1830-1831, causes, consequences and factor contributing to its 
success 

Questions to ponder 

1. Account for the outbreak of the 1830 revolution in Europe. 
2. Examine the causes and consequences of the 1830 revolutions in Europe. 
3. “The outbreak of the 1830 revolutions in Europe was inevitable.” Discuss. 
4. To what extent was Metternich system responsible for the outbreak of 1830 revolutions 

in Europe? 
5. To what extent were the forces of nationalism and liberalism responsible for the 

outbreak of the 1830 revolutions in Europe? 
6. “The 1815 Vienna Settlement was primarily responsible for the outbreak of the 1830 

revolutions in Europe.” Discuss. 
7. Account for the success of the 1830 revolutions in Europe. 

The summary of the Belgian revolution (1830 – 1831) 

The Belgian Revolution of 1830-1831 was part of the broader Revolutions of 1830, which saw 
uprisings across Europe against conservative monarchies and governments. It led to the 
secession of the southern provinces from the United Kingdom of the Netherlands and the 
establishment of an independent Kingdom of Belgium. Here are some facts: 

1. Causes: The revolution was driven by a combination of economic hardships, high 
unemployment, and industrial unrest among the working classes. Additionally, the 
southern provinces, mainly inhabited by Flemings and Walloons, were culturally and 
religiously distinct from the Protestant-dominated north. 

2. Outbreak: The revolution began on August 25, 1830, with riots erupting in Brussels. The 
unrest was sparked by the performance of the nationalistic opera La muette de Portici, 
which inspired theatregoers to join the mob. 

3. Provisional Government: On September 27, 1830, a Provisional Government was 
formed in Brussels, and independence was declared. A National Congress was elected, 
and a new constitution was adopted on February 7, 1831. 
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4. International Recognition: The London Conference of major European powers 
recognized Belgian independence, and Leopold I was installed as the first King of the 
Belgians in 1831. 

5. Military Campaign: King William I of the Netherlands attempted to reconquer Belgium 
in a military campaign known as the Ten Days' Campaign, but it failed due to French 
military intervention. 

6. Treaty of London: The Dutch accepted Belgian independence in 1839 by signing the 
Treaty of London, officially recognizing Belgium as an independent nation. 

Causes of the Belgian revolution 1830-1831 

The Belgian Revolution of 1830-1831 was driven by several key factors: 

1. Economic Hardships: High unemployment and industrial unrest among the working 
classes fueled discontent. 

2. Cultural and Religious Differences: The southern provinces, mainly inhabited by 
Flemings and Walloons, were culturally and religiously distinct from the Protestant-
dominated north. 

3. Political Under-representation: The southern provinces were under-represented in the 
General Assembly, with 62% of the population holding only 50% of the seats. 

4. Public Burdens: Public burdens, such as the national debt, were unevenly distributed, 
with the south having to support the higher debt of the north. 

5. Inspiration from the July Revolution: The success of the July Revolution in France 
inspired Belgians to rise up against King William I's rule, which they regarded as 
despotic. 

6. Opera Performance: The nationalistic opera La muette de Portici performed in Brussels 
on August 25, 1830, sparked riots and uprisings. 

7. Censorship of the press. Journals, newspapers and articles written by Belgians were 
censored while those of the Dutch were not. This annoyed the Belgians leading the 
uprising. 

8. The support of the Frenchmen. Frenchmen like Tallyrand and Louis Philippe indirectly 
supported the Belgians against the Dutch. 

9. Over taxation. Belgians were unfairly over taxed to support the debt of the north.  
10. Influence of the Greek ware of independence. The success of the Greeks to attain 

independence from the Turkish in 1821 inspired the Belgians to revolt against the 
Dutch. 

11. Discrimination of the Belgian in the army and government led to resentment of the 
Belgians. 

Positive effects of Belgian Revolution  

The Belgian Revolution of 1830-1831 had several positive effects: 
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1. Independence and Sovereignty: The revolution led to the establishment of Belgium as 
an independent and sovereign state, ending its union with the United Kingdom of the 
Netherlands. 

2. Political Stability: The formation of a constitutional monarchy under King Leopold I 
provided a stable political framework for the new nation. 

3. Economic Growth: Belgium's industrial economy benefited from independence, leading 
to economic growth and development. 

4. Cultural Identity: The revolution helped solidify a distinct Belgian national identity, 
separate from Dutch influences. 

5. International Recognition: Belgium's independence was recognized by major European 
powers, ensuring its place in the international community. 

6. The borders conflicts between Holland and Belgium were resolved by the 1889 London 
Treaty. 

Negative effects of Belgian Revolution  

The Belgian Revolution of 1830-1831 also had some negative effects: 

1. Economic Disruption: The revolution caused significant economic disruption, including 
damage to infrastructure and loss of industrial output during the conflict. 

2. Loss of Life: The fighting and subsequent unrest led to loss of life and injuries among 
combatants and civilians. 

3. Political Instability: The initial period following the revolution saw political instability as 
the new nation worked to establish a stable government and constitution. 

4. Social Tensions: The revolution exacerbated social tensions between different linguistic 
and cultural groups within Belgium, particularly between the French-speaking Walloons 
and the Dutch-speaking Flemings. 

5. International Tensions: The revolution and subsequent independence of Belgium 
strained relations with the Netherlands and other European powers, leading to 
diplomatic and military conflicts, such as the Ten Days' Campaign. 

Factors that contributed to the success of the Belgian revolution 

Several factors contributed to the success of the Belgian Revolution of 1830-1831: 

1. Inspiration from the July Revolution: The success of the July Revolution in France 
inspired Belgians to rise up against King William I's rule. 

2. Nationalism: The desire for national self-determination and independence from the 
Dutch rule fueled the revolution. 

3. Economic Hardships: High unemployment and industrial unrest among the working 
classes created widespread discontent. 

4. Cultural and Religious Differences: The southern provinces, mainly inhabited by 
Flemings and Walloons, were culturally and religiously distinct from the Protestant-
dominated north. 
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5. Provisional Government: The formation of a Provisional Government in Brussels and 
the declaration of independence helped organize and lead the revolutionary efforts. 

6. International Support: The intervention of French forces and the diplomatic support 
from major European powers at the London Conference played a crucial role in securing 
Belgian independence. 

7. Military strength. The Belgians were well-trained, highly motivated and armed soldiers 
that enabled them to defeat their opponets. 

Please obtain free notes, exams and marking guides of history, economics, geography … from 
digitalteachers.co.ug website. 
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