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The Paris Conference and the Versailles Peace Treaty/Settlement, 1919 strength and 
weaknesses 

Questions to ponder 

1. “The viability of the Versailles Treaty was Questionable right from the start.” Discuss./ 
“The Versailles Settlement was unrealistic in attempts to bring about a lasting peace.” 
Discuss.  

 (Give a brief introduction of Versailles Treaty. Identify and explain the weakness of the 
Versailles Treaty. A standpoint is required in introduction and conclusion). 

2. “The terms of the Versailles Treaty were bound to lead to another World crisis.” Discuss. 

(Give a brief introduction of Versailles Treaty. Identify and explain the clauses in the 
Versailles Treaty that would lead to another world crisis. A standpoint is required in 
introduction and conclusion). 

3. “The terms of the Versailles Treaty were not bound to lead to another World crisis.” 
Discuss. 

(Give a brief introduction of Versailles Treaty. Identify and explain the clauses in the 
Versailles Treaty that would prevent another world crisis. A standpoint is required in 
introduction and conclusion). 

4. Account for the Germany’s rejection of the 1919 Versailles Treaty./Why did the 
Germans reject the Versailles Treaty 

(Give a brief introduction of Versailles Treaty. Identify and explain the reasons why 
Germans rejected the Versailles Treaty. Give generalized conclusion). 

5. How did the 1919VersaillesTreaty affect Germany? 

(Give a brief introduction of Versailles Treaty. Identify and explain the effects of the 
Versailles Treaty on Germany. Give generalized conclusion). 
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Summary of the Paris Conference and the Versailles Peace Treaty/Settlement, 1919 

The Paris Peace Conference of 1919 was a pivotal diplomatic meeting held to establish the 
terms of peace after World War I. It took place at the Palace of Versailles, just outside Paris, 
from January 18, 1919, to January 16, 19202. The conference was dominated by the leaders of 
the Big Four nations: France, Britain, the United States, and Italy. 

Key outcomes of the conference included: 

1. Treaty of Versailles: The most notable treaty, signed on June 28, 1919, which formally 
ended the state of war between Germany and the Allied Powers. It imposed heavy 
reparations on Germany and restricted its military capabilities. 

2. League of Nations: The establishment of the League of Nations, an international 
organization aimed at maintaining peace and preventing future conflicts. 

3. Territorial Changes: Redrawing of national boundaries and the redistribution of 
territories, including the transfer of German and Ottoman overseas possessions as 
"mandates" to Britain and France. 

4. War Guilt Clause: Article 231 of the Treaty of Versailles, which placed full responsibility 
for the war on Germany and its allies. 

Strength of the Versailles settlement 1919/ Reasons why the terms of the Versailles Treaty 
could prevent another World crisis 

1. The 1919 Versailles Treaty ended the First World War I and created relative peace in 
Europe from 1919 to 1939 

2. Establishment of the League of Nations: The creation of the League of Nations aimed to 
promote international cooperation and prevent future conflicts, marking a significant 
step towards collective security. 

3. Reduction of Military Threats: The treaty imposed military restrictions on Germany, 
reducing its ability to wage war and temporarily eliminating it as a major military threat. 

4. Territorial Adjustments: The redrawing of national boundaries and the redistribution of 
territories aimed to reflect the principle of self-determination and create more stable 
nation-states. 

5. Forum for Diplomacy: The League of Nations provided a platform for countries to 
discuss their issues and come to compromises, potentially avoiding armed conflicts. 

6. Economic and Political Stability: The settlement sought to establish a fairer and more 
stable world by addressing the causes of the war and preventing future conflicts. 

7. Granting Independence to some states like Yugoslavia, Serbia, Montenegro, Poland, 
Iraq and Kuwait promoted peace. 

8. Exchange of prisoners of war. Viable arrangements were put in place to exchange 
prisoners of war reducing tension. 

9. Free navigation of all big body water was granted reducing tension among world 
powers. 

10. France regained her last territories of Alsace and Lorraine. 
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Weaknesses of the Versailles Settlement 1919/ Reasons why the terms of the Versailles 
Treaty were bound to lead to another World crisis 

1. The 1919 Versailles was just imposed on Germany without consultation. 
2. The Treaty  was seen as biased document because the Chairperson George Clemenceau 

was an enemy of Germany 
3. Harsh Reparations: The treaty imposed heavy reparations on Germany, which crippled 

its economy and led to widespread poverty and resentment. 
4. War Guilt Clause: Article 231, known as the War Guilt Clause, placed full responsibility 

for the war on Germany. This caused deep humiliation and anger among the German 
population1. 

5. Territorial Losses: Germany lost significant territories, including Alsace-Lorraine to 
France and parts of Prussia to Poland. These territorial changes disrupted communities 
and economies. 

6. Military Restrictions: The treaty imposed strict limitations on the German military, 
reducing its army to 100,000 men and banning conscription, tanks, military aircraft, and 
submarines1. 

7. Economic Instability: The economic terms of the treaty contributed to political 
instability in Germany, creating fertile ground for extremist movements, including the 
rise of Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party1. 

8. Failure to Address Self-Determination: While the treaty aimed to promote self-
determination, it often ignored ethnic and cultural realities, leading to future conflicts 
and tensions. 

9. Lack of Enforcement Mechanisms: The League of Nations, established to enforce the 
treaty, lacked the necessary power and support to effectively maintain peace and 
prevent future conflicts. 

 

Effects of Versailles Treaty on the Germans 

1. Economic Impact: Germany was required to pay heavy reparations, amounting to £6.6 
billion. This led to economic hardship, hyperinflation, and significant social unrest1. 

2. Territorial Losses: Germany lost substantial territories, including Alsace-Lorraine to 
France, parts of Prussia to Poland, and the Saar Basin to the League of Nations. These 
losses reduced Germany's industrial capacity and national pride2. 

3. Military Restrictions: The treaty imposed strict limitations on the German military, 
reducing its army to 100,000 men, banning conscription, and prohibiting tanks, military 
aircraft, and submarines. 

4. Political Instability: The harsh terms of the treaty undermined the legitimacy of the 
Weimar Republic, leading to political instability and the rise of extremist groups, 
including the Nazis. 

5. Social Disruption: The economic and political turmoil caused widespread social 
disruption, leading to frequent strikes, uprisings, and violence. 
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Reasons why Germans Rejected the Versailles Treaty of 1919 

Germans rejected the Versailles Treaty of 1919 for several reasons: 

1. War Guilt Clause: Article 231, known as the War Guilt Clause, placed full responsibility 
for the war on Germany. This was seen as a national humiliation and deeply resented by 
the German people. 

2. Economic Burden: The treaty imposed heavy reparations on Germany, amounting to 
£6.6 billion. This crippled the German economy, leading to hyperinflation and 
widespread poverty. 

3. Territorial Losses: Germany lost significant territories, including Alsace-Lorraine to 
France and parts of Prussia to Poland. These territorial changes reduced Germany's 
industrial capacity and national pride. 

4. Military Restrictions: The treaty imposed strict limitations on the German military, 
reducing its army to 100,000 men, banning conscription, and prohibiting tanks, military 
aircraft, and submarines. 

5. Political Instability: The harsh terms of the treaty undermined the legitimacy of the 
Weimar Republic, leading to political instability and the rise of extremist groups, 
including the Nazis. 

6. Social Disruption: The economic and political turmoil caused widespread social 
disruption, leading to frequent strikes, uprisings, and violence 

 

Please obtain free notes, exams and marking guides of history, economics, geography … from 
digitalteachers.co.ug website. 
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