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The WARSAW Pact 1955 -1970, Objectives, Achievements and failures
Questions to ponder
1. Account for formation and achievements of the WARSAW Pact 1955 -1970

(Give a brief background of WARSAW Pact. Identify and explain the objectives and
achievements the WARSAW Pact 1955 -1970. Give a conclusion).

Background of the WARSAW Pact 1955 -1970

The Warsaw Pact, formally known as the Treaty of Friendship, Cooperation, and Mutual
Assistance, was a collective defense treaty established on May 14, 1955. Here's a brief
background:

Origins

e Formation: The Warsaw Pact was created in response to West Germany's entry into
NATO in 1955. The Soviet Union and seven Eastern Bloc countries—Albania, Bulgaria,
Czechoslovakia, East Germany, Hungary, Poland, and Romania—formed the alliance.

e Purpose: The primary aim was to counterbalance NATO and strengthen Soviet control
over Eastern Europe.

Key Features

e Unified Military Command: The pact established a unified military command structure,
with the Soviet Union holding significant influence over the armed forces of member
states.

o Military Presence: Soviet military units were stationed in member countries to ensure
compliance and readiness.

e Mutual Defense: Similar to NATO's Article 5, the Warsaw Pact committed members to
mutual defense in case of an attack on any member state.

Cold War Dynamics
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Arms Race: The Warsaw Pact and NATO engaged in an arms race, building up military
capabilities and stockpiling nuclear weapons.

Proxy Wars: The alliance supported Soviet interests in various conflicts, including the
Hungarian Revolution of 1956 and the Prague Spring of 1968.

Political Control: The Soviet Union used the Warsaw Pact to maintain political control
over Eastern Europe, suppressing dissent and enforcing communist ideology.

Dissolution

Decline: The Warsaw Pact began to lose its influence in the late 1980s, following the
policies of glasnost (openness) and perestroika (restructuring) introduced by Soviet
leader Mikhail Gorbachev.

End: The alliance was formally dissolved on July 1, 1991, following the democratic
revolutions in Central and Eastern Europe and the dissolution of the Soviet Union.

Objectives of WARSAW Pact 1955 -1970

The Warsaw Pact had several key objectives from 1955 to 1970:

1.

Collective Defense: Similar to NATO, the Warsaw Pact aimed to provide mutual defense
for its member states. An attack against one member was considered an attack against
all members.

Counterbalance NATO: The primary reason for the formation of the Warsaw Pact was to
counterbalance the military power of NATO and the perceived threat from Western
Europe.

Soviet Control: The pact reinforced Soviet control over Eastern Europe, ensuring that
member states remained aligned with Soviet policies and interests.

Military Cooperation: The alliance promoted military cooperation among member
states, including joint training exercises and coordinated defense strategies.

Political Solidarity: The Warsaw Pact aimed to foster political solidarity among
communist countries, strengthening their ideological commitment to communism.

Achievements of WARSAW Pact 1955 -1970

The Warsaw Pact achieved several notable milestones between 1955 and 1970:

Unified Military Command: The pact established a unified military command structure,
enhancing coordination and cooperation among member states.

Soviet Influence: The Warsaw Pact reinforced Soviet control over Eastern Europe,
ensuring that member states remained aligned with Soviet policies and interests.
Collective Defense: The alliance provided a framework for collective defense, deterring
potential aggression from NATO and other adversaries.
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4. Military Readiness: The presence of Soviet military units in member countries ensured a
high level of military readiness and deterrence.

5. Political Solidarity: The pact fostered political solidarity among communist countries,
promoting ideological unity and cooperation.

Failures of WARSAW Pact 1955 -1970
The Warsaw Pact faced several challenges and failures between 1955 and 1970:

1. Internal Conflicts: The alliance struggled with internal conflicts among member states,
such as the Hungarian Revolution of 1956 and the Prague Spring of 1968, which
required Soviet intervention to suppress.

2. Economic Burden: The military expenditures and the need to maintain a large standing
army placed a significant economic burden on member states, diverting resources from
social and economic development.

3. Soviet Dominance: The dominance of the Soviet Union within the pact led to
resentment and a lack of genuine cooperation among member states, who often felt
their sovereignty was undermined.

4. Limited Military Effectiveness: Despite its size, the Warsaw Pact's military effectiveness
was questioned, especially in comparison to NATO's more integrated and
technologically advanced forces.

5. Political Repression: The pact enforced political repression and censorship in member
states, stifling dissent and limiting political freedoms.
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