
Find free New curriculum notes in all subjects on digitalteachers.co.ug website       P a g e  | 1 
 

 

SENIOR FIVE TERM 1 

TOPIC 3/3: World Development 

Competency: The learner demonstrates an understanding of development by analyzing spatial 
development patterns, development priorities, and factors influencing development, while 
proposing interventions to address disparities in development at the country or regional level. 

Development 

Development refers to the process of improving the quality of life and standard of living of 
people in a country or region. It includes economic growth, social progress, and better access to 
health, education, and infrastructure. 
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“Development" in Geography means 

 Improvement in living standards: Development is about raising people's quality of life, 
including income, health, and education. 

 Economic growth: Often measured by GDP (Gross Domestic Product) or GNI (Gross National 
Income), showing how much wealth a country produces. 

 Social progress: Includes literacy rates, life expectancy, infant mortality, and access to 
healthcare. 

 Infrastructure and services: Development also means better housing, transport, clean 
water, and electricity. 

 Multidimensional process: It’s not just about money—it covers political stability, equality, 
and environmental sustainability. 

Indicators of development 

Economic Indicators 

 Gross Domestic Product (GDP): Value of goods and services produced in a country. 
 Gross National Income (GNI): Total income earned by a country’s population. 
 Economic structure: Percentage of GDP from primary (farming), secondary (industry), 

and tertiary (services) sectors. 

Social Indicators 

 Literacy rate: Percentage of people who can read and write. 
 Life expectancy: Average number of years a person is expected to live. 
 Infant mortality rate: Number of babies dying before age 1 per 1,000 births. 
 People per doctor: Shows access to healthcare. 
 Birth rate: Number of live births per 1,000 people. 

Composite Indicators 

 Human Development Index (HDI): Combines income, education, and health into one 
score. 

 Calorie intake: Average daily food consumption per person. 
 Doctors per person: Reflects healthcare availability. 

Environmental Indicators 

 Carbon emissions: Measures sustainability and environmental impact. 
 Access to clean water: Shows infrastructure and public health. 
 Renewable energy use: Indicates sustainable development. 
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Comparison Table 
Category Indicator What it Shows 

Economic GDP Wealth produced in a country 

Economic GNI Income earned by citizens 

Social Literacy rate Education levels 

Social Life expectancy Health and longevity 

Social Infant mortality Child health outcomes 

Composite HDI Overall development (income, education, health) 

Environmental Carbon emissions Sustainability and pollution 

Environmental Access to clean water Infrastructure and public health 

 

Why Uganda and other African countries are considered developing countries 

Uganda and many African countries are considered developing countries because they face 

challenges such as low income levels, limited industrialization, high poverty rates, weaker 

healthcare and education systems, and political or economic instability compared to 

developed nations 

(i) Economic Challenges 

 Low GDP and GNI: Uganda’s economy relies heavily on agriculture, with limited 
industrial and technological sectors. 

 High poverty rates: A significant portion of the population lives below the poverty line. 
 Unstable economic management: Erratic policies and reliance on aid have slowed long-

term growth 
 Youth Unemployment: High rates, especially among young people, straining resources 

and potential. 

 Dependence on Commodities: Vulnerable to global price fluctuations and climate 

shocks (e.g., drought affecting farming). 

(ii) Social Indicators 

 Healthcare struggles: High infant and maternal mortality rates, limited access to 
doctors, and inadequate facilities. 

 Education gaps: Literacy rates are improving but still lower than global averages. 
 Population growth: Rapid growth strains resources, infrastructure, and job 

opportunities. 
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(iii) Political and Historical Factors 

 Colonial legacy: Many African countries inherited weak institutions and economies 
structured for resource extraction. 

 Political instability: Conflicts, corruption, and governance challenges hinder 
development. 

 Global inequality: Unequal trade relationships and dependency on exports of raw 
materials limit progress. 

(iv) Environmental and Infrastructure Issues 

 Climate change vulnerability: Agriculture-based economies are highly affected by 
droughts and floods. 

 Poor infrastructure: Limited access to clean water, electricity, and transport networks. 
 Urban-rural divide: Development is concentrated in cities, leaving rural areas behind. 

(v) Underutilization of Potential: 

 Despite abundant natural resources (minerals, arable land, water), many countries 
struggle to translate these into broad-based economic growth and development.  

 

 Comparison Table: Developed vs. Developing Countries 
Aspect Uganda / Many African Countries Developed Countries 

Economy Agriculture-based, low GDP per capita Industrialized, high GDP per capita 

Healthcare High infant mortality, limited doctors Advanced healthcare, low infant mortality 

Education Lower literacy rates, limited access High literacy rates, universal access 

Infrastructure Poor transport and utilities Modern infrastructure 

Politics Instability and corruption Stable governance 

Important Notes 

 Uganda has shown solid economic growth in recent years, but challenges like poverty, 
inequality, and climate change effects keep it in the “developing” category. 

 Africa’s underdevelopment is not due to a single factor—it’s a mix of historical 
exploitation, structural economic issues, and governance problems. 

 The UN classifies countries that fall short of development goals as developing or least 
developed, making them eligible for assistance programs. 
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Suitable development strategies for Uganda and/or Africa to achieve fast, overall human 

development 
Uganda and other African countries can accelerate human development by focusing on sustainable 

industrialization, investment in education and healthcare, agricultural modernization, infrastructure 

expansion, digital innovation, and good governance 

(i)  Sustainable Industrialization 

 Diversify economies: Move beyond agriculture into manufacturing and services. 
 Value addition: Process raw materials locally (e.g., coffee, minerals) instead of exporting 

them unprocessed. 
 Job creation: Industrial growth provides employment opportunities for the rapidly 

growing youth population.  

 Gender Equality: Implement policies to eliminate barriers for women, reducing gender-

based violence and boosting GDP. 

(ii) Agricultural Transformation 

 Modern farming techniques: Mechanization, irrigation, and improved seeds to boost 
productivity. 

 Agro-processing: Linking farmers to markets through cooperatives and food industries. 
 Climate resilience: Invest in drought-resistant crops and sustainable practices.  

(iii) Education and Skills Development 

 Universal access: Expand primary and secondary education, especially for girls. 
 Technical and vocational training: Equip youth with practical skills for industry and 

entrepreneurship. 
 Digital literacy: Prepare citizens for the global knowledge economy.  

(iv) Healthcare and Social Protection 

 Strengthen healthcare systems: Increase doctors per capita, improve maternal and 
child health. 

 Universal health coverage: Affordable healthcare for all citizens. 
 Social safety nets: Protect vulnerable groups from poverty shocks.  

(v) Infrastructure Development 

 Transport networks: Roads, railways, and ports to connect rural and urban areas. 
 Energy access: Expand electricity, especially renewable sources like solar and hydro. 
 Water and sanitation: Improve clean water supply and waste management.  
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(vi) Digital Innovation and AI 

 Leverage AI: Use artificial intelligence for inclusive growth in agriculture, health, and 
education. 

 Expand internet access: Affordable broadband to bridge the digital divide. 
 Support startups: Encourage innovation hubs and entrepreneurship ecosystems.  

(vii) Governance and Policy Reform 

 Fight corruption: Transparent institutions and accountability. 
 Inclusive policies: Ensure women, youth, and marginalized groups benefit from 

development. 
 Regional integration: Strengthen trade within Africa through the African Continental 

Free Trade Area (AfCFTA).  

� Comparison Table: Short-Term vs. Long-Term Strategies 
Focus Area Short-Term Strategy Long-Term Strategy 

Agriculture Improve seeds and irrigation Agro-industrialization 

Education Expand primary schooling Build knowledge economy 

Healthcare Increase clinics and doctors Universal health coverage 

Infrastructure Roads and clean water Smart cities and renewable energy 

Governance Anti-corruption measures Strong democratic institutions 

Risks and Challenges 

 Rapid population growth may outpace job creation. 
 Climate change threatens agriculture and food security. 
 Debt dependency from foreign loans can undermine sovereignty. 
 Unequal development may widen rural-urban gaps. 

Speculation on Uganda’s level of development in 20 years, based on current development 

indicators and policies 

By 2045, Uganda could transition from a low-income, agriculture-based economy to a middle-
income, semi-industrialized nation if it successfully implements Vision 2040, leverages oil and 
gas, expands infrastructure, and invests in education and healthcare. However, risks like rapid 
population growth, climate change, and governance challenges may slow progress. 
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Uganda’s Development Outlook in 20 Years 

Current Development Indicators 

 GDP growth: Uganda has averaged 5–6% annual growth, driven by agriculture, services, 
and remittances. 

 Population: Over 48 million today, projected to exceed 75 million by 2045, creating 
pressure on jobs and services. 

 Social indicators: Literacy rates improving, but healthcare access remains limited. Infant 
and maternal mortality are still high compared to global averages. 

 Infrastructure: Expanding road networks, hydropower projects, and ICT investments, 
but rural areas remain underserved. 

Vision 2040 Policy Goals 

Uganda’s Vision 2040 aims to transform the country “from a peasant to a modern and 
prosperous society” by strengthening fundamentals of the economy and harnessing 
opportunities in: 

 Oil and gas: Expected to drive industrialization and energy security. 
 Tourism: Leveraging natural beauty and biodiversity. 
 ICT and innovation: Building a digital economy. 
 Agriculture modernization: Moving from subsistence to commercial farming. 
 Regional trade: Using Uganda’s central location in East Africa. 

Speculative Development Trajectory (2045) 

Dimension Today (2025) Speculated 2045 

Economy Agriculture-based, GDP per 

capita ~$1,000 

Diversified, GDP per capita $4,000–$6,000 

Energy Hydropower + imports Oil, gas, renewables powering industry 

Education Literacy ~76%, uneven quality Near-universal literacy, stronger 

vocational/technical training 

Healthcare High infant/maternal mortality Improved life expectancy, wider access to 

healthcare 

Infrastructure Expanding but uneven Modern transport, ICT hubs, smart cities 

Global role Aid-dependent Regional trade hub, stronger integration in 

AfCFTA 
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Risks and Challenges 

 Population growth: Uganda’s youth bulge could be an asset if jobs are created, but a 
liability if unemployment rises. 

 Climate change: Agriculture remains vulnerable to droughts and floods. 
 Governance: Corruption and political instability could derail progress. 
 Debt dependency: Heavy borrowing for infrastructure may strain finances. 

Projected Trajectory (Speculative Scenarios): 

(i) Optimistic Scenario (If Policies Succeed): Uganda becomes a diversified, industrializing 

economy with significantly reduced poverty, better infrastructure, and a growing middle 

class, leveraging oil revenue effectively for broad-based growth. 

(ii) Pessimistic Scenario (If Challenges Persist): Continued reliance on oil, weak institutions, 

and persistent corruption could lead to slowed diversification, increased debt, and 

widening inequality, despite resource wealth.  

 

Overall Speculation 

If Uganda sustains Vision 2040 reforms, invests in human capital, and manages oil revenues 
responsibly, it could achieve middle-income status by 2045. However, without tackling 
governance and climate resilience, development may remain uneven, with rural areas lagging 
behind urban centers. 

Causes of Inequalities in World Development 

Inequalities in world development are caused by a mix of economic, social, political, historical, 
environmental, and technological factors that create uneven opportunities and living 
standards across countries and regions. 

Major Causes of Inequalities in World Development 

1. Economic Factors 

 Unequal trade relationships: Many developing countries export raw materials but 
import expensive manufactured goods. 

 Debt burdens: Heavy borrowing limits investment in social services. 
 Uneven resource distribution: Some nations have abundant oil or minerals, while 

others lack natural wealth. 
 Globalization gaps: Wealthier nations benefit more from global markets.  

 Unemployment & Low Wages: Lack of quality jobs limits income and opportunity.  

  
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2. Social Factors 

 Education disparities: Low literacy rates and poor access to schools hinder 
development. 

 Healthcare inequality: High infant mortality and limited medical facilities in poorer 
nations. 

 Discrimination: Gender, race, ethnicity, disability, and other social factors create 

unequal access to opportunities and resources. 

 Social Norms: Cultural practices can exclude groups from full participation in society.  

 

3. Political Factors 

 Governance quality: Corruption and weak institutions slow progress. 
 Conflict and instability: Wars and civil unrest disrupt economies and infrastructure. 
 Policy priorities: Some governments fail to invest in long-term development. 

4. Historical Factors 

 Colonial legacy: Many African and Asian countries inherited economies designed for 
resource extraction. 

 Slavery and exploitation: Historical injustices created long-lasting structural 
disadvantages.  

5. Environmental Factors 

 Climate vulnerability: Droughts, floods, and desertification hit agriculture-dependent 
economies hardest. 

 Geography: Landlocked countries face higher trade costs and slower growth. 
 Natural disasters: Hurricanes, earthquakes, and disease outbreaks disproportionately 

affect poorer nations.  

6. Technological and Industrialization Gaps 

 Digital divide: Limited internet access and ICT infrastructure in developing nations. 
 Slow industrialization: Reliance on agriculture keeps productivity low. 
 Innovation gap: Advanced economies dominate research and development.  

 Skill Premium: New technologies often favor highly skilled workers, widening the gap 

with those with less education. 
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Sustainable development 

Sustainable development means meeting the needs of people today without compromising 
the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. It balances economic growth, social 
equality, and environmental protection. 

Pillars of Sustainable Development 

The three main pillars of sustainable development are economic sustainability, social 
sustainability, and environmental sustainability. Together, they ensure balanced progress that 
supports prosperity, fairness, and ecological health. 

The Three Pillars Explained 

1. Economic Sustainability 

 Focus: Long-term economic growth without exhausting resources. 
 Examples: 

o Investing in renewable energy industries. 
o Supporting small businesses and innovation. 
o Ensuring fair trade and responsible consumption. 

 Impact: Creates jobs, reduces poverty, and builds resilient economies. 

2. Social Sustainability 

 Focus: Equity, justice, and improving quality of life for all. 
 Examples: 

o Universal access to education and healthcare. 
o Gender equality and empowerment of marginalized groups. 
o Community participation in decision-making. 

 Impact: Builds inclusive societies where human rights are respected. 

3. Environmental Sustainability 

 Focus: Protecting ecosystems and managing natural resources responsibly. 
 Examples: 

o Reducing carbon emissions and pollution. 
o Conserving biodiversity and forests. 
o Promoting recycling and circular economies. 

 Impact: Ensures the planet remains livable for future generations. 
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Summary Table 

Pillar Focus Examples 

Economic sustainability Growth with resource 

efficiency 

Renewable energy, fair trade 

Social sustainability Equity and justice Education, healthcare, gender 

equality 

Environmental 

sustainability 

Ecosystem protection Carbon reduction, biodiversity 

conservation 

 

How sustainable development leads to improvement in people’s standard of living and 

quality of life for the current and future generations.  

Sustainable development improves people’s standard of living and quality of life by ensuring 
that economic growth, social progress, and environmental protection happen together. This 
means people today enjoy better jobs, health, education, and cleaner environments, while 
future generations inherit preserved resources, stable ecosystems, and fair opportunities. 

Sustainable Development Improves Living Standards and quality of life through: 

1. Economic Improvements 

 Job creation: Green industries (renewable energy, eco-tourism, sustainable agriculture) 
provide employment. 

 Stable growth: Economies that use resources wisely avoid crises caused by resource 
depletion. 

 Fair trade and innovation: Encourages inclusive markets and technological progress. 

2. Social Improvements 

 Better healthcare: Cleaner environments reduce disease; sustainable policies expand 
access to medical services. 

 Education access: Investment in schools and skills training empowers communities. 
 Equality and inclusion: Gender equity and social justice ensure everyone benefits. 

3. Environmental Improvements 

 Cleaner living conditions: Reduced pollution improves health and well-being. 
 Resource preservation: Forests, water, and biodiversity are protected for future use. 
 Climate resilience: Communities are less vulnerable to droughts, floods, and disasters. 
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Impact on Current vs. Future Generations 

Aspect Impact Today Impact in Future 

Jobs & 

economy 

Green industries create 

employment 

Long-term prosperity with resilient 

economies 

Health Cleaner air and water improve 

well-being 

Lower disease burden, longer life 

expectancy 

Education Access to schools builds skills Knowledge economy for innovation 

Environment Reduced pollution and waste Preserved ecosystems and resources 

Equality Inclusion improves social harmony Fair opportunities across generations 

Why It Matters 

 For current generations: Sustainable development raises living standards by improving 
health, education, and income. 

 For future generations: It ensures resources, ecosystems, and opportunities remain 
intact, preventing crises like climate collapse or resource wars. 

 

 

Thank You 

Dr. Bbosa Science 


