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A-level New Curriculum IRE  

SENIOR Six term 1  

TOPIC 5/5: Challenges to Application of Sharia in the Contemporary World  

Competency: The learner critically analyses the challenges of applying Sharia in the 

contemporary world including legal, social, political, and cultural factors and demonstrate an 

understanding of their impact on its implementation in modern societies. 

Objective 1: Explain the challenges to the application of Sharia in the modern world, analyse 

their impact, and develop critical thinking and ethical values to address these issues. 

1. Challenges to the Application of Sharī‘ah 

 Pluralistic Societies: 
o Modern states often include Muslims and non-Muslims, raising questions about 

applying Sharī‘ah universally. 
o Challenge: Balancing religious law with secular or multi-faith legal systems. 

 Human Rights and International Law: 
o Critics argue that certain Sharī‘ah punishments (e.g., hudūd) conflict with 

international human rights norms. 
o Challenge: Reconciling divine law with global standards of justice and rights. 

 Modernization and Globalization: 
o Rapid technological, medical, and financial developments present issues not 

explicitly addressed in classical Sharī‘ah. 
o Challenge: Applying principles like qiyās (analogy) and ijtihād (independent 

reasoning) to new contexts. 
 Political Misuse: 

o In some regions, Sharī‘ah is politicized, used as a tool for power rather than 
justice. 

o Challenge: Distinguishing authentic application from manipulation. 
 Diversity of Interpretation: 

o Different schools of law (madhāhib) may disagree on rulings. 
o Challenge: Achieving unity while respecting diversity. 

 Public Perception: 
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o Misrepresentation in media often portrays Sharī‘ah as harsh or outdated. 
o Challenge: Educating societies about its ethical foundations of justice, mercy, 

and welfare. 

2. Impact of These Challenges 

 Legal Conflicts: Tension between secular constitutions and religious law can cause 
political instability. 

 Social Division: Misapplication or misunderstanding of Sharī‘ah may alienate minorities 
or foster extremism. 

 Ethical Dilemmas: Muslims face challenges in practicing faith while engaging in modern 
systems (e.g., banking, bioethics). 

 Loss of Trust: When Sharī‘ah is misused politically, communities may lose confidence in 
its justice. 

3. Critical Thinking in Addressing Challenges 

 Contextual Application: Recognize that Sharī‘ah principles are timeless, but their 
application must consider modern realities. 

 Ijtihād (Independent Reasoning): Revive scholarly reasoning to address new issues like 
digital privacy, environmental ethics, and medical technology. 

 Dialogue and Engagement: Encourage respectful dialogue between Islamic scholars, 
policymakers, and global institutions. 

 Distinguishing Core from Peripheral: Focus on Sharī‘ah’s universal values (justice, 
mercy, accountability) rather than rigid literalism. 

4. Ethical Values to Guide Solutions 

 Justice (‘Adl): Ensure fairness in law, protecting rights of all citizens. 
 Mercy (Raḥmah): Apply laws with compassion, considering circumstances and human 

dignity. 
 Accountability (Mas’ūliyyah): Leaders and judges must apply Sharī‘ah responsibly, 

avoiding misuse for political gain. 
 Public Welfare (Maṣlaḥah): Prioritize community wellbeing, adapting rulings to serve 

society’s best interests. 
 Unity (Waḥdah): Promote cohesion among Muslims while respecting diversity in 

interpretation. 

Summary: The application of Sharī‘ah in the modern world faces challenges from pluralism, 
globalization, human rights debates, political misuse, and diverse interpretations. These 
challenges impact law, society, and ethics, sometimes leading to division or mistrust. By 
applying critical thinking (contextual reasoning, dialogue, ijtihād) and upholding ethical values 
(justice, mercy, accountability, welfare, unity), Muslims can ensure Sharī‘ah remains a living 
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system that promotes spiritual growth, moral behavior, and social wellbeing in contemporary 
contexts. 

Objective 1.1: Explore and discuss perceptions of Sharia in the contemporary world, focusing 

on common misconceptions, stereotypes, and the influence of media. 

Sharia is often misunderstood in the contemporary world, with media portrayals amplifying 
stereotypes that depict it as harsh or outdated. In reality, Sharia is a comprehensive ethical and 
legal framework rooted in justice, mercy, and community welfare, but misconceptions persist 
due to selective reporting and sensationalism. 

1. Common Misconceptions about Sharia 

 Sharia = Punishment Only: Many assume Sharia is limited to hudud punishments (e.g., 
amputation, stoning). In fact, these are a small part of Sharia, which primarily governs 
worship, ethics, family law, contracts, and social justice. 

 Uniform Application: Sharia is portrayed as monolithic, but in reality, it has diverse 
interpretations across schools of law (madhāhib) and cultures. 

 Oppression of Women: Media often highlights cases of gender inequality under “Sharia 
law,” ignoring that Sharia also emphasizes women’s rights to inheritance, education, 
and dignity. 

 Incompatibility with Modernity: Sharia is depicted as static, but historically it has 
adapted through ijtihād (independent reasoning) to address new contexts. 

2. Stereotypes Shaped by Media 

 Post-9/11 Narratives: After terrorist attacks, Sharia was frequently linked to extremism, 
fueling Islamophobia. 

 Selective Focus: News outlets often highlight controversial punishments while ignoring 
Sharia’s role in charity (zakat), environmental stewardship, or community welfare. 

 Simplification: Complex legal and ethical principles are reduced to soundbites, 
reinforcing negative stereotypes. 

 Cultural Conflation: Practices rooted in local culture (e.g., tribal customs) are wrongly 
labeled as “Sharia,” distorting its image. 

3. Influence of Media on Public Perception 

 Negative Framing: Studies show global media often frame Sharia as incompatible with 
human rights, emphasizing conflict rather than coexistence. 

 Islamophobia: Persistent stereotypes contribute to fear and prejudice against Muslim 
communities. 

 Oversimplification: Media narratives hinder nuanced understanding, presenting Sharia 
as a rigid code rather than a dynamic system of values. 
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 Impact on Policy: Misperceptions influence political debates, sometimes leading to 
discriminatory laws or restrictions on Muslim practices. 

4. Critical Thinking and Ethical Reflection 

 Justice and Mercy: Sharia’s core values emphasize fairness, compassion, and 
accountability—principles shared with modern legal systems. 

 Contextual Understanding: Recognizing the difference between divine principles and 
cultural practices helps dismantle stereotypes. 

 Media Literacy: Encouraging critical engagement with media reports can reduce bias 
and promote informed perspectives. 

 Dialogue and Education: Interfaith and academic discussions can highlight Sharia’s 
ethical dimensions, countering misconceptions. 

Summary: Contemporary perceptions of Sharia are shaped by misconceptions (punishment-
focused, oppressive, and outdated) and media stereotypes that oversimplify its complexity. 
The influence of media often reinforces Islamophobia and distorts Sharia’s true role as a 
framework for justice, mercy, and social welfare. Addressing these challenges requires critical 
thinking, media literacy, and ethical dialogue to appreciate Sharia’s values and its relevance in 
modern society. 

Objective 1.2: Brainstorm strategies used by some Western societies that may hinder the 

implementation of Sharia, including legal, cultural, and political influences. 

Here’s a structured brainstorming of strategies used by some Western societies that may 
hinder the implementation of Sharī‘ah, focusing on legal, cultural, and political influences: 

1. Legal Strategies 

 Secular Constitutions: Many Western societies enshrine secularism in law, separating 
religion from state governance, which restricts the formal application of Sharī‘ah. 

 Uniform Civil Codes: Family law, inheritance, and marriage are regulated by national 
civil codes, leaving little room for religious alternatives. 

 Human Rights Frameworks: International conventions (e.g., UN human rights treaties) 
are often prioritized over religious law, especially where Sharī‘ah rulings are perceived 
to conflict with rights of women or minorities. 

 Anti-Sharī‘ah Legislation: Some states (e.g., certain U.S. states) have passed laws 
explicitly banning the use of Sharī‘ah in courts, even in arbitration or family disputes. 

2. Cultural Strategies 

 Promotion of Secular Values: Emphasis on individual freedom, liberalism, and personal 
autonomy often clashes with Sharī‘ah’s communal and duty-based ethics. 
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 Media Narratives: Negative portrayals of Sharī‘ah as harsh or oppressive reinforce 
public resistance to its application. 

 Assimilation Policies: Immigrant communities are encouraged to adopt “national 
values,” which may discourage adherence to Sharī‘ah-based practices. 

 Marginalization of Religious Identity: Public spaces often discourage overt religious 
expression (e.g., bans on Islamic dress), indirectly limiting Sharī‘ah’s cultural visibility. 

3. Political Strategies 

 National Security Concerns: Sharī‘ah is sometimes linked to extremism in political 
discourse, leading to restrictive policies. 

 Populist Politics: Politicians may exploit fear of Sharī‘ah to gain votes, framing it as 
incompatible with Western democracy. 

 Immigration Controls: Policies limiting Muslim immigration indirectly reduce the 
influence of Sharī‘ah in society. 

 Diplomatic Pressure: Western governments may pressure Muslim-majority countries to 
reform or limit Sharī‘ah-based laws in exchange for aid or trade agreements. 

4. Critical Analysis 

 These strategies often arise from misconceptions about Sharī‘ah, focusing narrowly on 
punishments rather than its broader ethical framework of justice, mercy, and welfare. 

 While they aim to protect secular governance and human rights, they can also alienate 
Muslim communities, fostering feelings of exclusion. 

 The challenge is to balance respect for religious identity with universal principles of 
justice and equality. 

5. Ethical Reflection 

 Justice: True justice requires respecting diverse legal traditions while ensuring fairness 
for all. 

 Accountability: Governments must avoid politicizing Sharī‘ah for fear-mongering. 
 Dialogue: Constructive engagement between Muslim communities and wider society 

can reduce stereotypes and foster coexistence. 
 Adaptability: Sharī‘ah itself has mechanisms (like ijtihād and maslahah) to adapt to new 

contexts, which can bridge gaps with modern legal systems. 

Summary: Western societies may hinder Sharī‘ah through legal frameworks (secular 
constitutions, bans, human rights prioritization), cultural influences (media stereotypes, 
assimilation policies), and political strategies (security concerns, populism, immigration 
controls). While these strategies protect secular governance, they also risk marginalizing 
Muslim communities. Addressing these challenges requires critical thinking, dialogue, and 
ethical values of justice and accountability to ensure coexistence without erasing religious 
identity. 
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Objective 1.3: Discuss ways to address misconceptions on sharia through education and 

dialogue. 

1. Educational Approaches 

 Curriculum Development: Introduce balanced courses in schools and universities that 
explain Sharī‘ah as a holistic system covering worship, ethics, family law, and social 
justice—not just punishments. 

 Public Awareness Campaigns: Use seminars, workshops, and community programs to 
highlight Sharī‘ah’s values of justice, mercy, and welfare. 

 Scholarship and Research: Encourage academic studies that compare Sharī‘ah with 
other legal and ethical systems, showing common principles like fairness and 
accountability. 

 Digital Literacy: Provide accessible online resources, videos, and infographics to counter 
misinformation spread through social media. 

2. Dialogue-Based Approaches 

 Interfaith Dialogue: Organize forums where Muslims and non-Muslims discuss Sharī‘ah 
openly, focusing on shared values such as justice, compassion, and human dignity. 

 Community Engagement: Encourage local leaders, imams, and educators to hold town-
hall style discussions that clarify misconceptions and answer questions. 

 Media Collaboration: Work with journalists to present nuanced stories about Sharī‘ah, 
highlighting positive applications (e.g., Islamic finance, charity systems). 

 Youth Dialogue: Empower young Muslims to engage peers in conversations about 
Sharī‘ah, using relatable language and examples. 

3. Critical Thinking and Ethical Values 

 Justice (‘Adl): Emphasize that Sharī‘ah’s core purpose is fairness—protecting rights, 
preventing harm, and ensuring accountability. 

 Mercy (Raḥmah): Highlight compassionate aspects, such as forgiveness, welfare, and 
care for the vulnerable. 

 Accountability (Mas’ūliyyah): Stress that leaders and judges are responsible for 
applying Sharī‘ah ethically, not politically. 

 Dialogue with Respect: Encourage listening and empathy, avoiding defensive or 
confrontational tones. 

 Contextual Understanding: Teach that Sharī‘ah adapts through ijtihād (reasoning) and 
maslahah (public interest), showing its relevance in modern contexts. 

4. Practical Examples 

 Islamic Finance: Show how Sharī‘ah principles promote ethical banking by prohibiting 
exploitative interest. 
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 Charity (Zakat): Demonstrate how Sharī‘ah ensures wealth redistribution to support the 
poor. 

 Family Mediation: Highlight Sharī‘ah’s role in resolving disputes fairly and 
compassionately. 

Summary: Misconceptions about Sharī‘ah often arise from narrow portrayals and lack of 
understanding. Through education (curriculum, awareness campaigns, digital literacy) and 
dialogue (interfaith forums, community engagement, media collaboration), societies can 
appreciate Sharī‘ah’s ethical foundations of justice, mercy, and accountability. Critical thinking 
and respectful conversation ensure Sharī‘ah is seen not as a rigid code, but as a dynamic system 
promoting spiritual growth, moral behavior, and social wellbeing. 

 

Objective 2: Examine the factors influencing the partial or non-application of Sharia and assess 

their impact on its implementation. 

1. Legal and Constitutional Factors 

 Secular Constitutions: Many states adopt secular legal frameworks that separate 
religion from governance, limiting Sharī‘ah’s role to personal or family law. 

 Dual Legal Systems: In some Muslim-majority countries, Sharī‘ah is applied only in 
specific areas (e.g., marriage, inheritance), while criminal and civil law follow secular 
codes. 

 International Law Commitments: Membership in global institutions (UN, WTO, human 
rights treaties) often requires harmonization with international standards, restricting full 
Sharī‘ah application. 

Impact: Creates tension between religious identity and state law, sometimes leading to 
selective or symbolic application of Sharī‘ah. 

2. Political Factors 

 State Policies: Governments may use Sharī‘ah selectively for political legitimacy rather 
than comprehensive justice. 

 Colonial Legacy: Many Muslim countries inherited Western legal systems during colonial 
rule, which displaced or marginalized Sharī‘ah. 

 Authoritarian Control: Rulers may restrict Sharī‘ah to prevent religious scholars from 
gaining influence. 

Impact: Politicization of Sharī‘ah undermines its credibility, reducing trust in its fairness and 
authenticity. 
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3. Social and Cultural Factors 

 Pluralism: In multi-faith societies, applying Sharī‘ah universally is difficult, leading to 
partial application for Muslims only. 

 Modernization: Changing social norms (gender roles, individual rights, globalization) 
challenge traditional interpretations of Sharī‘ah. 

 Public Perception: Misconceptions (often shaped by media) portray Sharī‘ah as harsh, 
discouraging its acceptance. 

Impact: Creates resistance or fear of Sharī‘ah, limiting its role in public life and reducing its 
ethical influence. 

4. Economic and Globalization Factors 

 Global Financial Systems: Conventional banking and trade practices often conflict with 
Sharī‘ah principles (e.g., prohibition of interest). 

 Economic Pressures: Governments may prioritize economic integration over Sharī‘ah 
compliance. 

 Technological Advances: New issues (digital privacy, bioethics, AI) require fresh ijtihād 
(reasoning), which is not always available. 

Impact: Sharī‘ah appears outdated if not adapted, weakening its relevance in modern 
economic and technological contexts. 

5. Scholarly and Interpretive Factors 

 Diversity of Schools of Law: Differences among Hanafi, Shafi‘i, Maliki, Hanbali, and 
Ja‘fari interpretations can complicate unified application. 

 Lack of Ijtihād: In some contexts, reliance on rigid interpretations prevents Sharī‘ah 
from addressing contemporary challenges. 

Objective 2.1: Give the reasons for partial or non application of Sharia in Muslim majority countries 

(Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Malaysia) and Muslim minority countries (Uganda, UK, USA). 

1. Muslim-Majority Countries 

Egypt 

 Colonial Legacy: French and British colonial influence introduced secular civil codes, 
especially in criminal and commercial law. 

 Dual System: Sharī‘ah is applied mainly in family law (marriage, divorce, inheritance), 
while secular law governs most other areas. 

 Political Factors: Governments often limit Sharī‘ah to avoid conflict with international 
law and maintain political stability. 
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 Impact: Creates tension between religious identity and secular governance, leading to 
debates about authenticity and reform. 

Saudi Arabia 

 Sharī‘ah as State Law: Saudi Arabia officially bases its legal system on Sharī‘ah, 
particularly Hanbali jurisprudence. 

 Partial Application: Despite strong Sharī‘ah influence, modern sectors (finance, trade, 
international relations) incorporate global legal norms. 

 Globalization Pressure: Economic integration and human rights debates push for 
reforms, especially in criminal law and gender rights. 

 Impact: While Sharī‘ah is central, selective adaptation shows the challenge of balancing 
tradition with modernity. 

Malaysia 

 Dual Legal System: Civil law (inherited from British colonial rule) coexists with Sharī‘ah 
courts, which handle personal law for Muslims. 

 Federal Structure: Different states apply Sharī‘ah differently, leading to uneven 
enforcement. 

 Pluralism: Large non-Muslim population necessitates secular civil law for national unity. 
 Impact: Sharī‘ah remains influential in Muslim personal life but limited in national 

governance. 

2. Muslim-Minority Countries 

Uganda 

 Secular Constitution: National law is secular, with Sharī‘ah not recognized officially. 
 Community Practice: Muslims apply Sharī‘ah informally in family and community 

matters. 
 Minority Status: As a small minority, Muslims lack political influence to institutionalize 

Sharī‘ah. 
 Impact: Sharī‘ah functions as a cultural and religious guide rather than state law. 

United Kingdom 

 Secular Legal Framework: UK law is secular, but Muslims may use Sharī‘ah councils for 
arbitration in family disputes. 

 Legal Restrictions: Sharī‘ah rulings are not legally binding beyond voluntary arbitration. 
 Public Perception: Media stereotypes and political debates often frame Sharī‘ah 

negatively. 
 Impact: Sharī‘ah operates privately, fostering identity but limited by legal boundaries. 
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United States 

 Strict Separation of Church and State: Constitution prohibits religious law from being 
state law. 

 Anti-Sharī‘ah Legislation: Some states have passed laws banning Sharī‘ah in courts, 
even for voluntary arbitration. 

 Cultural Resistance: Public misconceptions link Sharī‘ah to extremism, fueling 
opposition. 

 Impact: Muslims practice Sharī‘ah personally (diet, worship, family ethics), but legal 
recognition is blocked. 

3. Critical Analysis 

 Colonial Legacy: In Muslim-majority countries, colonial legal systems displaced Sharī‘ah, 
leaving it partially applied. 

 Pluralism: In diverse societies, Sharī‘ah is limited to avoid conflict with non-Muslim 
citizens. 

 Globalization & Human Rights: International norms pressure states to restrict Sharī‘ah 
in criminal law. 

 Political Misuse: Governments sometimes invoke Sharī‘ah symbolically for legitimacy 
but avoid full implementation. 

 Minority Status: In Western countries, constitutional secularism and cultural resistance 
prevent Sharī‘ah from being state law. 

Summary: Sharī‘ah’s partial or non-application stems from colonial legacies, pluralism, 
globalization, political factors, and minority status. In Muslim-majority countries like Egypt, 
Saudi Arabia, and Malaysia, Sharī‘ah is applied mainly in personal law or selectively in 
governance. In Muslim-minority countries like Uganda, the UK, and the USA, Sharī‘ah functions 
privately or through community arbitration but is legally restricted. The impact is a balance 
between preserving religious identity and adapting to modern secular frameworks. 

 

Objective 2.2: Provide evidence about: i) challenges faced in implementing Sharia. ii) legal 

reforms adopted to balance Islamic law with modern systems. iii) public attitudes and reactions 

toward Sharia. 

Sharia faces challenges in modern implementation due to legal pluralism, globalization, and 
political misuse; reforms in countries like Malaysia, Egypt, and Indonesia attempt to balance 
Islamic law with secular systems; and public attitudes vary widely, with many Muslims 
supporting Sharia in personal life but global debates highlighting concerns about human rights 
and governance. 
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1. Challenges Faced in Implementing Sharia 

 Legal Pluralism: Different schools of Islamic law (Hanafi, Shafi‘i, Maliki, Hanbali, Ja‘fari) 
create diverse interpretations, making uniform application difficult. 

 Secular Dominance: International legal systems are largely secular, complicating 
integration of Sharia principles. 

 Human Rights Concerns: Critics argue that certain punishments (hudud) conflict with 
international norms, especially regarding gender equality and freedom of religion. 

 Political Misuse: Governments sometimes invoke Sharia symbolically for legitimacy 
rather than applying it comprehensively. 

 Cultural Diversity: Local traditions influence how Sharia is applied, leading to 
inconsistencies across Muslim-majority countries. 

2. Legal Reforms Balancing Sharia with Modern Systems 

 Malaysia: Operates a dual system—civil law for all citizens and Sharia courts for 
Muslims in family and personal matters. This balances religious identity with national 
unity. 

 Egypt: Sharia influences family law, while criminal and commercial law follow secular 
codes inherited from colonial rule. 

 Indonesia: In Aceh, Sharia is applied regionally, but national law remains secular, 
reflecting compromise between religious governance and pluralism. 

 Saudi Arabia: While Sharia is the foundation, reforms in finance and trade incorporate 
international standards to enable global economic integration. 

 General Trend: Many countries adopt ijtihād (independent reasoning) and maslahah 
(public interest) principles to adapt Sharia rulings to modern contexts. 

3. Public Attitudes and Reactions toward Sharia 

 Global Muslim Support: Surveys show large majorities of Muslims worldwide want 
Sharia to play an official role, especially in family and personal matters. 

 Varied Interpretations: While many see Sharia as divine and fixed, others believe it 
should be open to multiple interpretations. 

 Symbolic vs. Practical Compliance: In places like Aceh, Indonesia, Sharia is respected 
symbolically, but actual compliance varies depending on social and economic pressures. 

 Western Perceptions: In non-Muslim societies, Sharia is often misunderstood as harsh 
or incompatible with democracy, influenced by media stereotypes. 

 Generational Differences: Younger Muslims often emphasize Sharia’s ethical values 
(justice, welfare) rather than strict punishments. 

Summary: Evidence shows that implementing Sharia faces challenges from legal diversity, 
secular dominance, and human rights debates. Legal reforms in countries like Malaysia, Egypt, 
and Indonesia balance Sharia with modern systems through dual courts, regional application, 
and adaptation to global norms. Public attitudes reveal strong support among Muslims for 
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Sharia’s ethical and personal dimensions, but also highlight tensions in interpretation, 
compliance, and global perception. 

 

Thank you 

DR. Bbosa Science 


