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A-level New Curriculum IRE  

SENIOR Five term 3  

TOPIC 3/5: Compilation of Hadith 

Competency: The learner demonstrates comprehensive knowledge and critical understanding 

of the principles, methodologies and historical context of Hadith compilation and applies this 

knowledge to evaluate and analyse Hadith collections. 

Objective 1: Analyse the methods used by Bukhari and Muslim in Hadith compilation, evaluate 

the characteristics and reliability of their works, and appreciate their impact on Islamic 

scholarship and the preservation of the Prophet’s traditions from misinterpretation and 

distortion. 

Imam al-Bukhari and Imam Muslim developed the most rigorous methods of Hadith 
compilation, producing Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim, which are universally regarded as 
the most authentic Hadith collections. Their meticulous criteria for narrator reliability and 
textual consistency ensured that the Prophet’s صلى الله عليه وسلم traditions were preserved from distortion, 
shaping Islamic scholarship for centuries. 

1. Methods of Compilation 

Imam al-Bukhari (d. 870 CE) 

 Criteria for Authenticity: 
o Narrators had to be known for integrity (‘adalah) and strong memory (ḍabt). 
o Direct meeting between narrators was required (not just contemporaneity). 
o Hadith had to be consistent with Qur’an and other authentic reports. 

 Verification Process: 
o He traveled widely (Iraq, Syria, Hijaz) to collect Hadith. 
o Out of ~600,000 Hadith, he selected ~7,000 (including repetitions) for Sahih al-

Bukhari. 
 Organization: 

o Arranged Hadith under topical headings, often including his own commentary. 
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Imam Muslim (d. 875 CE) 

 Criteria for Authenticity: 

o Narrators had to be trustworthy, but Muslim accepted contemporaneity if 
reliable evidence showed narrators could have met. 

o Focused on consistency in chains and avoided narrations with hidden defects 
(‘illah). 

 Verification Process: 

o He also traveled extensively, collecting ~300,000 Hadith, selecting ~4,000 for 
Sahih Muslim. 

 Organization: 

o Grouped Hadith by isnād variations, showing different chains for the same text 
to highlight reliability. 

2. Characteristics and Reliability 

 Sahih al-Bukhari: 

o Considered the most authentic book after the Qur’an. 
o Extremely strict criteria, especially requiring proven contact between narrators. 
o Includes chapter headings with juristic insights. 

 Sahih Muslim: 

o Slightly broader criteria, but still highly rigorous. 
o Presents Hadith with multiple chains, making it easier to study variations. 
o More systematic arrangement than Bukhari. 

Reliability: Both collections are unanimously accepted by Sunni scholars as Ṣaḥīḥayn (the 
two authentic books). Their Hadith are considered the strongest evidence in Islamic law 
and theology. 

3. Impact on Islamic Scholarship 

 Preservation of Sunnah: Their works safeguarded the Prophet’s teachings from 
fabrication and distortion. 

 Standardization of Hadith Science: Established principles of isnād criticism, narrator 
evaluation, and textual analysis. 
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 Legal Authority: Became foundational sources for Islamic jurisprudence (fiqh), shaping 
rulings across schools of law. 

 Educational Legacy: Their collections are studied worldwide, forming the backbone of 
Hadith curricula in seminaries. 

 Spiritual Guidance: Preserved authentic sayings that inspire ethical conduct, humility, 
and devotion. 

4. Ethical and Spiritual Reflections 

 Integrity in Scholarship: Their dedication models honesty and rigor in preserving 
knowledge. 

 Trust in Transmission: Shows how divine guidance was protected through human 
effort. 

 Protection from Misinterpretation: By filtering weak narrations, they ensured 
Muslims follow authentic teachings. 

Summary: Imam al-Bukhari and Imam Muslim employed meticulous methods in Hadith 
compilation, setting unmatched standards of authenticity. Their works—Sahih al-Bukhari and 
Sahih Muslim—remain the most reliable Hadith collections, preserving the Prophet’s صلى الله عليه وسلم 
traditions from distortion. Their impact on Islamic scholarship is profound, ensuring continuity 
of faith, law, and ethics across generations. 
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