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Term 2
Theme: Tawhiid (Faith)

Topic 2/5: Kufr and Shirik

Learning Outcome: The learner becomes a model person who is morally upright and obeys

God’s commands.

Kufr and Shirk
Kufr: Refusing to believe in Allah or denying His message.

Shirk: Associating partners with Allah, or worshipping something/someone besides Him.

Origin of Shirk
Shirk began when people stopped worshipping Allah alone.

They started worshipping idols, stars, or leaders instead of Allah.

Types of Shirk
Major Shirk — Worshipping other gods or idols besides Allah.

Minor Shirk — Doing actions to show off instead of pleasing Allah (like praying to impress

people).
Major Shirk
(i) Believing in more than one god.
(ii) Worshipping idols, spirits, or humans.

(iii) This is the greatest sin in Islam.

Minor Shirk
(i) Pretending to worship Allah but actually seeking praise from people.
(ii) Saying words that suggest dependence on other powers instead of Allah.
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Shirk Acts in Daily Life

(i) Worshipping idols or charms.

(ii) Believing that someone other than Allah controls life and death.
(iii) Showing off in worship (praying or giving charity just to be praised).

(iii) Depending on superstitions instead of trusting Allah.

Easy Summary for Pupils

Kufr = denying Allah.

Shirk = associating partners with Allah.
Major Shirk = worshipping idols.

Minor Shirk = showing off in worship.

Daily life: Muslims must worship Allah alone and avoid superstitions.

True prayer rewards
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Important to note

Kufr is rejection of what God has revealed. If a person fails to observe one of God’s
commandments because of temptation or negligence rather than rejection, such is not a Kafir
but a sinner. If one fails to observe a commandment because of rejection, objection to it or

arrogance, then such a person is a Kafi r.

Shirk is an association of God with his creatures or a belief in false gods. It is the gravest of all
sins. The learner is expected to, know the meaning of Kufr, Shirk, explain the difference between

Kufr and Shirk as well as explain types of Shirk.

Exercise
1. What is Kufr?
Denying Allah or His message.
2. What is Shirk?
Associating partners with Allah.
3. Give one example of Major Shirk.
Worshipping idols.
4, Give one example of Minor Shirk.

Showing off in prayer.
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