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Term 1

Theme: History of Islam

Topic 5/5: Asian Muslim Communities in Uganda

Learning Outcome: The learner appreciates the value of living together and adopts methods for

co-operation with members of different cultural backgrounds.

Meaning of key terms

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

Sunni: The largest group of Muslims.

They follow the teachings and traditions of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and his
companions.

Example: Ali is a Sunni Muslim who prays five times a day.

Shia: A group of Muslims who give special importance to the family of Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH), especially Imam Ali.

Example: Fatima is a Shia Muslim who respects the Imams.

Ismaili: A branch of Shia Muslims who follow the teachings of Imam Ismail.
Example: The Ismaili community values education and service.

Aga Khan: The spiritual leader of the Ismaili Muslims.

Example: Ismailis look to the Aga Khan for guidance.

Bohr (Bohras): A Muslim community found mainly in India and East Africa.
They are a branch of Shia Muslims.

Example: The Bohr community celebrates Islamic festivals together.

Easy Summary for Pupils

Sunni = largest Muslim group.

Shia = Muslims who honor Imam Ali and the Prophet’s family.

Ismaili = Shia branch following Imam Ismail.

Aga Khan = leader of Ismailis.
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Bohr = Shia Muslim community in Asia and Africa.

Exercise 1

1.

Who are Sunni Muslims?

The largest group of Muslims.

Who is the leader of the Ismaili Muslims?
The Aga Khan.

Where is the Bohr community found?

Asian Communities in Uganda

(i)
(i)

(iif)

(iv)

Arabs — First brought Islam to Uganda in the 1840s through trade and teaching.
Indians (South Asian Muslims) — Included Sunni, Shia, Ismaili, and Bohra communities
who settled in Uganda during the colonial period.

Ismailis (led by the Aga Khan) — Established schools, health centers, and community
organizations.

Bohras — A Shia Muslim group that contributed to business and mosque building.

Contributions to Islam in Uganda

1.

Religious Contributions

(i) Built mosques in towns and trading centers.

(ii) Introduced Qur’anic education and Arabic teaching.
(iii) Helped preserve Islamic traditions and festivals.

Social Contributions

(i) Established schools and promoted literacy.
(ii) Built hospitals and clinics, especially by the Ismaili community under the Aga
Khan.

(iii) Supported charitable works (Zakah and Sadaqah).
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3. Economic Contributions
(i) Engaged in trade and business, which strengthened Muslim communities
financially.
(ii) Created jobs and supported local economies.
4. Cultural Contributions
(i) Promoted Islamic dress, greetings, and values.

(ii) Helped integrate Islam into Ugandan society.

Exercise 2

1. Which Asian communities contributed to Islam in Uganda?
Arabs, Indians (Sunni, Shia, Ismaili, Bohra).

2. Mention one way Asians helped Islam in Uganda.
By building mosques.

3. Who is the leader of the Ismaili Muslims?

The Aga Khan.

African Traditional Religion
It is the old religion of African people before Islam and Christianity came.
It teaches about God, spirits, ancestors, and nature.

People use songs, dances, prayers, and sacrifices to worship.

Traditional belief
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Main Beliefs in ATR

(i) Belief in God — Africans believe in one Supreme God who created everything.

(ii) Belief in spirits — They believe spirits live in rivers, trees, and mountains.

(iii) Belief in ancestors — Ancestors are respected and remembered because they guide the
living.

(iv) Belief in community — Religion is practiced together, not alone.

Practices in ATR

(i) Prayers to God and ancestors.

(ii) Sacrifices of animals or food.

(iii)  Ceremonies with songs, dances, and drums.

(iv)  Traditional healers who use herbs and wisdom.

Importance of ATR

(i)
(ii)
(iii)

Teaches respect for elders and ancestors.
Keeps people united in community life.

Explains natural events like rain, drought, or sickness.

(iv0  Provides moral lessons about honesty and kindness.
Exercise 3
1. What does ATR stand for?
African Traditional Religion.
2. Who do Africans believe created everything?
God.
3. Mention one practice in ATR.

Sacrifices or ceremonies.
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Peace in ATR
Peace means living together without fighting.
In ATR, peace is very important for the whole community.

People believe peace comes from respecting elders, ancestors, and God.

Reconciliation in ATR

Reconciliation means bringing people back together after a quarrel or conflict.

In ATR, reconciliation is done through:

(i) Elders and leaders — They guide people to forgive each other.

(ii) Ceremonies — Special rituals, prayers, or sacrifices are made to restore harmony.
(iii) Dialogue — People sit together and talk until they agree.

(iv) Sharing meals — Eating together shows unity after forgiveness.

Traditional reconciliation
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Importance of Peace and Reconciliation in ATR
(i) Keeps the community united.

(ii) Prevents wars and fights.

(iii) Brings blessings from God and ancestors.

(iv) Teaches respect, forgiveness, and kindness.

Exercise 4
1. What does reconciliation mean?
Bringing people back together after a quarrel.
2. Who helps in reconciliation in ATR?
Elders and leaders.
3. Why is peace important in ATR?
It keeps the community united and blessed.
Sex in ATR
Sex is seen as holy and important because it brings children and continues the family line.
It is not allowed before marriage; it must be within marriage.

Elders teach young people to remain pure until they marry.

Marriage in ATR

Marriage is a community affair, not just between two people.
Families are involved in choosing and preparing for marriage.
Bride price (dowry) is often given to the bride’s family as respect.

Marriage unites two families and strengthens the community.

Importance of Sex and Marriage in ATR
(i) Ensures family growth through children.
(ii) Promotes unity and respect between families.

(iii) Keeps the community strong and peaceful.

P a ge | 7 Download free primary notes from digitalteachers.co.ug website



(iv) Teaches responsibility, loyalty, and respect.

Exercise 5
1. What does ATR teach about sex before marriage?
It is not allowed.
2. Why is marriage important in ATR?
It unites families and brings children.
3. Who guides young people about sex and marriage in ATR?
Elders.
Revision Questions
1. Give one practice which showed that Africans had religion before the introduction of

foreign religion.

(i) Belief in God — Africans believed in one Supreme God who created everything.
(ii) Ancestor worship — They respected and remembered ancestors, asking them for
guidance.

(iii) Sacrifices — Animals, food, or drinks were offered to God and spirits.

(iv) Prayers — Africans prayed to God and ancestors for blessings like rain, health, and
peace.

(v) Use of shrines — Special places were set aside for worship and sacrifices.

(vi) Traditional healers — They used herbs and wisdom to heal the sick, showing belief
in spiritual power.

(vii)  Ceremonies and rituals — Songs, dances, and drumming were used in worship

and community celebrations.

2. State two ways in which keeping peace in Traditional African society is different from

Christian teaching about peace.
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ATR Christianity

Elders and rituals bring peace Jesus and prayer bring peace

Sacrifices and ceremonies used Forgiveness and love used

Community responsibility Individual and community responsibility
Ancestors are respected in God and Jesus are central in reconciliation

reconciliation

3. (a) Write any two ways in which the five pillara of Islam help to promote peace among
Muslims.
(i) Shahada (Faith) — Unites all Muslims under one God, removing divisions.
(ii) Salat (Prayer) — Praying together builds respect, unity, and harmony.
(iii) Zakat (Charity) — Helping the poor reduces suffering and jealousy.
(iv) Sawm (Fasting) — Teaches patience, forgiveness, and kindness.
(v) Hajj (Pilgrimage) — Brings Muslims from all over the world together, showing
equality and brotherhood.
(b) State two ways in which keeping peace in Traditional African society is different from

Islamic teaching about peace.

Traditional African Religion (ATR) Islamic Teaching

Peace is maintained through elders, Peace comes from Allah and following

ancestors, and community rituals the Qur’an

Uses sacrifices, ceremonies, and dialogue Uses prayer, forgiveness, and justice to

to reconcile quarrels reconcile quarrels

Focus is on community harmony and Focus is on obedience to Allah, unity

respect for traditions among Muslims, and fairness to all
people

Ancestors are seen as guides in keeping Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is the

peace guide, and Allah is the source of peace

Sharing meals or gifts after reconciliation Greeting with Salaam

shows unity
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4, State any one Muslim teaching about sex before marriage.
(i) Islam teaches that sex before marriage is forbidden (haram).
(ii) Muslims must remain pure and chaste until they marry.
5. (a) State any one traditional way of reconciliation
Elders settle quarrels through dialogue, sacrifices, and ceremonies.
Sharing meals or gifts after forgiveness shows unity.
(b) Mention any two ways in which Muslims carry out reconsiliation.
(i) Muslims reconcile by forgiving each other as taught in the Qur’an.
(ii) They use prayer, greetings of peace (Salaam), and justice.
(iii) Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) encouraged kindness and settling disputes fairly.
(c) Why is reconciliation very important in our communities?
(i) It keeps people united and peaceful.
(ii) Prevents fights and hatred.
(iii) Brings love, trust, and cooperation.
(iv) Helps the community grow stronger together.
6. (a) Apart from Islam and Christianity, mention any one other religion practices in Uganda.
(i) African Traditional Religion (ATR)
(ii) Hinduism
(iii) Buddhism
(iv) Bahad’i Faith
(b) State any three roles of a Muslim religious leader to the government of Uganda.
(i) Promotes peace and unity among citizens.
(ii) Advises the government on moral and religious matters.
(iii) Encourages justice and fairness in society.
(iv) Supports education and charity for community development.
(v) Helps prevent conflicts by teaching reconciliation and forgiveness.

7. (a) Name any one animal a Muslim can give as sacrifice to Allah.
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A Muslim can give animals like a goat, sheep, cow, or camel as sacrifice to Allah,
especially during Eid al-Adha.
(b) Mention any two ways in which Muslim reconcile with Allah.
(i) Praying (Salat) regularly.
(ii) Seeking forgiveness (Tawbah) through repentance.
(iii) Giving charity (Zakat, Sadagah) to help the poor.

(iv) Fasting (Sawm) to show obedience and purity.

(v) Reading the Qur’an and following its guidance.
8. Mention the religion that existed in Uganda before the introduction of Islamic and
Christianity.

Traditional African Religion ATR
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