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O-Level Geography Scenario questions set 1 

Vote Dr. Bbosa Science President of Uganda 2031→ 

 

Time, t, is now!!! 
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INTRODUCTION to Geography 

1. "Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. Your teacher asks you to explain what 

fieldwork is, give examples of activities carried out during fieldwork, and state its 

importance in the study of geography." 

      Answer 

Definition of Fieldwork 

Fieldwork is the study of geography outside the classroom through direct observation, 

data collection, and recording information from the environment. 

 Examples of Fieldwork Activities 

(i) Measuring the flow of a river. 

(ii) Interviewing people about farming practices. 

(iii) Observing soil erosion in a village. 

(iv) Counting the number of shops in a market area. 

(v) Collecting soil or water samples for analysis. 

Importance of Fieldwork 

(i) Provides first-hand information. 

(ii) Helps learners understand real-life situations. 

(iii) Encourages teamwork and problem-solving. 

(iv) Makes geography more interesting and practical. 

(v) Improves skills in observation, recording, and analysis. 

 

2. "Imagine you are a geography student preparing a report for your class. Your teacher 

asks you to explain the relationship between geography and the environment, giving 

examples of how human activities affect the environment and how the environment 

influences human activities." 

 

     Suggested Answer 

Relationship Between Geography and Environment 
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Geography studies the earth’s surface, landforms, climate, and human activities, while 

the environment refers to the natural surroundings in which people live. 

 

The two are closely linked: geography helps us understand how the environment shapes 

human life, and how human activities impact the environment. 

Human Activities Affecting the Environment 

(i) Deforestation → Cutting trees for farming and fuel leads to soil erosion. 

(ii) Mining → Creates pits, pollution, and loss of biodiversity. 

(iii) Urbanisation → Causes pollution, overcrowding, and waste problems. 

(iv) Agriculture → Overuse of land and water resources reduces fertility. 

Environment Influencing Human Activities 

(i) Climate → Rainfall supports farming; drought limits agriculture. 

(ii) Relief → Flat plains encourage settlement and farming; mountains limit transport. 

(iii) Soils → Fertile soils support crops like coffee and bananas. 

(iv) Water bodies → Lakes and rivers provide fishing, transport, and irrigation. 

 

SHOWING THE LOCAL AREA ON A MAP 

3. "Imagine you are a geography student preparing for an exam. Your teacher asks you to 

explain what a map is, describe different types of maps, and state the importance of 

maps in the study of geography." 

 

     Answer 

Definition of a Map 

A map is a representation of the earth’s surface or part of it drawn to scale on a flat 

surface, showing physical and human features. 

Types of Maps 

(i) Physical maps → Show relief, rivers, lakes, and mountains. 

(ii) Political maps → Show boundaries, towns, and countries. 

(iii) Economic maps → Show industries, trade routes, and resources. 

(iv) Climatic maps → Show rainfall, temperature, and wind patterns. 
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(v) Thematic maps → Focus on specific themes like population or vegetation. 

Importance of Maps 

(i) Help in locating places using latitude and longitude. 

(ii) Show distribution of physical and human features. 

(iii) Useful in planning and development (roads, towns, industries). 

(iv) Aid in navigation and transport. 

(v) Assist in teaching and learning geography. 

 

4. "Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. During a lesson, your teacher shows 

you different photographs of East Africa — one of a farming village, another of a busy 

city, and one of a mountain landscape. You are asked to explain how photographs are 

used in geography, mention the types of photographs, and state their advantages and 

limitations." 

     Suggested Answer 

Uses of Photographs in Geography 

(i) Identifying features → Rivers, mountains, forests, towns. 

(ii) Describing places → Shows appearance of rural and urban areas. 

(iii) Studying human activities → Farming, fishing, trading, transport. 

(iv) Observing environmental issues → Soil erosion, floods, deforestation. 

Types of Photographs 

(i) Ground photographs → Taken from the ground level. 

(ii) Aerial photographs → Taken from aircraft (vertical or oblique). 

(iii) Satellite images → Taken from space, showing large areas. 

Advantages of Photographs 

(i) Show real images of places. 

(ii) Easy to understand and interpret. 

(iii) Can be used without visiting the place. 

(iv) Help learners describe features accurately. 

Limitations of Photographs 

(i) Show only one view or angle. 



P a g e  | 5 Download free primary notes from digitalteachers.co.ug website 
 

(ii) May be outdated if taken long ago. 

(iii) Cannot show exact distances or directions like maps. 

(iv) May be affected by weather or poor visibility. 

 

5. "Imagine you are a geography student preparing for a fieldwork exercise. Your teacher 

gives you a topographic map of Uganda and asks you to explain the importance of map 

elements and symbols, and how they help in interpreting the map." 

 

     Suggested Answer 

Map Elements 

(i) Title → Shows what the map is about (e.g., “Physical Map of Uganda”). 

(ii) Scale → Explains the ratio between map distance and real distance (e.g., 1 cm = 5 

km). 

(iii) Compass/Direction → Indicates north, south, east, west for orientation. 

(iv) Key/Legend → Explains the meaning of symbols used on the map. 

(v) Grid/Coordinates → Helps locate places using latitude and longitude. 

(vi) Border/Frame → Defines the area covered by the map. 

  

Examples of map Symbols 

(i) Blue lines/areas → Rivers and lakes. 

(ii) Green shading → Forests or vegetation. 

(iii) Brown contours → Relief and elevation. 

(iv) Black dots/squares → Towns, villages, or buildings. 

(v) Special icons → Airports, schools, churches, mines, etc. 

 

Importance of Map Elements and Symbols 

(i) Help in identifying features (rivers, towns, forests). 

(ii) Make maps easy to read and interpret. 

(iii) Provide accurate location and distance measurement. 
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(iv) Aid in planning and navigation. 

(v) Allow comparison of physical and human features. 

 

MAPS AND THEIR USES 

6. "Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. Your teacher gives you an atlas and a 

photograph of Kampala city. You are asked to explain how latitude and longitude are 

used to locate places, and to state the differences between a map and a photograph." 

     Suggested Answer 

Latitude and Longitude 

• Latitude → Lines running east–west, measuring distance north or south of the 

Equator. 

• Longitude → Lines running north–south, measuring distance east or west of the 

Prime Meridian. 

• Use → A place is located at the point where its latitude and longitude lines 

intersect. 

Example: Kampala is located at approximately 0°19′N (latitude) and 32°35′E (longitude). 

 

Differences Between a Map and a Photograph 

Aspect Map Photograph 

Nature Drawing/representation Real image taken by a camera 

Symbols Uses symbols and scale Shows actual objects 

Viewpoint Bird’s-eye (top) view Front or side view 

Purpose Shows location and direction Shows appearance and details 

Example Map of Uganda Photo of Kampala city 

 

Importance in Geography 

(i) Latitude and longitude help in accurate location of places. 

(ii) Maps are useful for planning, navigation, and showing distribution. 

(iii) Photographs help learners visualize real features and human activities. 
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Ways of studying Geography 

7. "Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. Your teacher asks you to explain the 

different ways of studying geography, giving examples of each method, and to state their 

importance in understanding people, places, and the environment." 

 

     Suggested Answer 

Field Study 

Learners go outside the classroom to observe and collect information directly. 

Example: Visiting a farm to study crops or a river to measure water flow. 

Importance: Provides first-hand, practical information. 

Photographs 

Pictures show physical and human features. 

Example: A photo of Kampala city showing settlement patterns. 

Importance: Helps learners visualize real features without visiting the place. 

Statistics 

Numerical data about populations, rainfall, trade, etc. 

Example: Population figures of Uganda. 

Importance: Provides precise information for analysis. 

Charts and Graphs 

Visual presentation of data. 

Example: A bar chart showing rainfall in Gulu. 

Importance: Makes comparison and interpretation easier. 

Maps 

Drawings showing locations and features. 

Example: Map of East Africa showing lakes and rivers. 

Importance: Shows location, direction, and distribution of features. 

Media 

Information from newspapers, radio, TV, and the Internet. 

Example: News report on floods in Mbale. 
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Importance: Provides current and wide coverage. 

Reports and Research 

Written accounts of studies and investigations. 

Example: A report on soil erosion in Kabale. 

Importance: Provides reliable and detailed information. 

 

THE EARTH AND IT’S MOVEMENTS 

8. "Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. Your teacher asks you to explain the 

main movements of the Earth, their effects on people’s lives, and to give examples of 

these effects in East Africa." 

 

     Suggested Answer 

Rotation of the Earth 

The Earth spins on its axis once every 24 hours. 

Effects: Causes day and night, influences time zones, and affects daily human activities. 

Example: Farmers in Uganda plan activities according to daylight hours. 

 

Revolution of the Earth 

The Earth orbits the Sun once every 365¼ days. 

Effects: Causes seasons (summer, autumn, winter, spring) and variation in length of day 

and night. 

Example: In East Africa, rainy and dry seasons affect farming and food production. 

Tectonic Movements 

Movements of the Earth’s crust due to plate tectonics. 

Effects: Cause mountain building, earthquakes, and volcanic eruptions. 

Example: The East African Rift Valley was formed by tectonic movements. 

 

Earthquakes and Volcanic Activity 

Sudden release of energy shakes the Earth’s surface. 
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Volcanic eruptions bring magma to the surface. 

Effects: Can destroy settlements but also create fertile soils. 

Example: Mount Elgon region benefits from fertile volcanic soils for farming. 

 

9. "Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. Your teacher asks you to explain how 

the relationship between the Earth and the Sun affects human activities such as farming, 

tourism, and daily life." 

     Suggested Answer 

Earth’s Rotation 

Causes day and night. 

Impact on human activities: 

(i) Farming is done during daylight hours. 

(ii) Schools and businesses operate according to day/night cycles. 

(iii) Tourism activities like safaris are planned during the day. 

Earth’s Revolution + Tilt 

Causes seasons and variation in length of day and night. 

Impact on human activities: 

(i) Farming depends on rainy and dry seasons. 

(ii) Tourism peaks during dry seasons when travel is easier. 

(iii) Clothing and housing adapt to seasonal temperatures. 

Temperature and Climate 

The Sun provides heat and energy. 

Impact on human activities: 

(i) Hot climates encourage outdoor work and tourism. 

(ii) Cold or rainy seasons reduce farming and increase indoor activities. 

(iii) Energy use (heating/cooling) depends on temperature changes. 

Examples in East Africa 

(i) Farmers in Uganda plant crops at the beginning of the rainy season. 

(ii) Tourists visit national parks during dry seasons for better wildlife viewing. 
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(iii) Fishing communities plan activities according to daylight and weather conditions. 

 

10. "Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. Your teacher gives you a globe and 

asks you to explain the major lines of latitude and longitude, and their importance in 

locating places on Earth." 

     Suggested Answer 

Major Lines of Latitude 

(i) Equator (0°) → Divides Earth into Northern and Southern Hemispheres. 

(ii) Tropic of Cancer (23.5°N) → Northern boundary of the tropics. 

(iii) Tropic of Capricorn (23.5°S) → Southern boundary of the tropics. 

(iv) Arctic Circle (66.5°N) → Marks the northern polar region. 

(v) Antarctic Circle (66.5°S) → Marks the southern polar region. 

 

Major Lines of Longitude 

(i) Prime Meridian (0°) → Passes through Greenwich, divides Earth into Eastern and 

Western Hemispheres. 

(ii) International Date Line (180°) → Opposite the Prime Meridian, marks the change 

of calendar days. 

(iii) Other important longitudes → 60°E and 60°W often used for time zone 

calculations. 

 

Importance of Latitude and Longitude 

(i) Help in locating places accurately on maps and globes. 

(ii) Used in navigation and travel (ships, planes). 

(iii) Assist in time calculation across different regions. 

(iv) Define climatic zones (tropics, temperate, polar). 

 

 

 



P a g e  | 11 Download free primary notes from digitalteachers.co.ug website 
 

WEATHER AND CLIMATE 

11. "Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. Your teacher asks you to explain the 

difference between weather and climate, give examples of each, and state their 

importance in human activities." 

 

     Suggested Answer 

Weather 

Refers to the day-to-day conditions of the atmosphere. 

Changes quickly — sometimes within hours. 

Examples: Rain today, sunshine in the morning, cloudy afternoon. 

Importance: Helps farmers decide when to plant, guides transport, and affects daily 

activities such as carrying umbrella on a journey. 

 

Climate 

Refers to the average weather conditions of a place over a long period (usually 30 years 

or more). 

More stable and predictable than weather. 

Examples: Uganda has a tropical climate; Sahara Desert has a desert climate. 

Importance: Determines farming systems, settlement patterns, and economic activities. 

 

12. "Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. Your teacher takes you to a school 

weather station and asks you to explain how different weather elements are measured, 

the instruments used, and how the data is recorded." 

 

     Suggested Answer 

Weather Elements and Instruments 

(i) Temperature → Measured using a thermometer. 

(ii) Rainfall → Measured using a rain gauge. 

(iii) Air pressure → Measured using a barometer. 
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(iv) Wind direction → Measured using a wind vane. 

(v) Wind speed → Measured using an anemometer. 

(vi) Humidity → Measured using a hygrometer. 

(vii) Sunshine → Measured using a sunshine recorder. 

Recording Weather Data 

(i) Readings are taken at fixed times (morning and afternoon). 

(ii) Data is written in a weather chart or logbook. 

(iii) Information is later analyzed to identify patterns and forecasts. 

(iv) Long-term records help determine the climate of a place. 

Importance of Measuring and Recording Weather 

(i) Helps in forecasting weather for farming, transport, and tourism. 

(ii) Provides data for climate studies. 

(iii) Assists in disaster preparedness (floods, droughts). 

(iv) Enhances learning and research in geography. 

 

13. "Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. During a lesson, your teacher shows 

you a photograph of different clouds and asks you to explain how clouds form, the types 

of rainfall, and their importance to human activities." 

 

     Suggested Answer 

Formation of Clouds 

(i) Water evaporates from oceans, lakes, and rivers. 

(ii) Warm air rises and cools. 

(iii) Water vapor condenses into tiny droplets. 

(iv) Droplets gather to form clouds. 

Types of Rainfall 

(i) Convectional rainfall → Caused by intense heating of the ground; common in 

equatorial regions. 
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(ii) Relief rainfall → Occurs when moist air rises over mountains and cools; common 

on Mt. Elgon slopes. 

(iii) Frontal rainfall → Happens when warm and cold air masses meet; common in 

temperate regions. 

Importance of Clouds and Rainfall 

(i) Provide water for farming and drinking. 

(ii) Influence weather and climate patterns. 

(iii) Support hydroelectric power generation. 

(iv) Affect tourism and transport activities. 

 

LOCATION, SIZE, AND RELIEF REGIONS OF EAST AFRICA 

14. "Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. Your teacher gives you a map of East 

Africa and asks you to describe the major physical features, explain how they were 

formed, and state their importance to human activities." 

     Suggested Answer 

(i) Mountains 

Examples: Rwenzori Mountains (Uganda), Mount Kilimanjaro (Tanzania), Mount 

Elgon (Uganda/Kenya). 

Formation: Volcanic activity and faulting. 

Importance: Tourism, fertile soils for farming, water catchment areas. 

(ii) Rift Valley 

Runs through Kenya and Tanzania. 

Formation: Crustal stretching and faulting. 

Importance: Lakes for fishing, fertile soils, and tourism attractions. 

(iii) Lakes 

Examples: Lake Victoria, Lake Turkana, Lake Tanganyika. 

Formation: Depression/wrapping and faulting. 

Importance: Fishing, transport, water supply, and hydroelectric power. 

(iv) Plains and Plateaus 



P a g e  | 14 Download free primary notes from digitalteachers.co.ug website 
 

Examples: Serengeti Plains (Tanzania), East African Plateau. 

Formation: Erosion and deposition. 

Importance: Wildlife conservation, tourism, and pastoralism. 

(v) Forests and Vegetation Zones 

Found on mountain slopes and equatorial regions. 

Importance: Timber, biodiversity, rainfall regulation. 

 

FORMATION OF MAJOR LANDFORMS AND DRAINAGE IN EAST AFRICA 

15. "Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. Your teacher gives you a map of East 

Africa and asks you to describe the main landforms, explain how they were formed, and 

state their importance to human activities." 

 

     Suggested Answer 

(i) Mountains 

Examples: Mount Kilimanjaro (Tanzania), Rwenzori Mountains (Uganda), Mount 

Elgon (Uganda/Kenya). 

Formation: Volcanic activity and faulting. 

Importance: Tourism, fertile volcanic soils for farming, water catchment areas. 

(ii) Rift Valley 

Runs through Kenya, Uganda, and Tanzania. 

Formation: Crustal stretching and faulting. 

Importance: Lakes for fishing, fertile soils, geothermal energy, and tourism 

attractions. 

(iii) Lakes 

Examples: Lake Victoria, Lake Tanganyika, Lake Turkana. 

Formation: Depression and faulting. 

Importance: Fishing, transport, water supply, hydroelectric power, and tourism. 

(iv) Plateaus and Plains 

Examples: Serengeti Plains (Tanzania), East African Plateau. 
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Formation: Uplift and erosion. 

Importance: Wildlife conservation, pastoralism, and tourism. 

(v) Coastal Features 

Found along the Indian Ocean coast of Kenya and Tanzania. 

Examples: Beaches, coral reefs, cliffs. 

Importance: Tourism, fishing, and trade. 

 

16. "Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. Your teacher asks you to explain the 

types of rocks found in East Africa, how they are formed, and their importance to human 

activities." 

 

     Suggested Answer 

(i) Igneous Rocks 

Formation: Cooling and solidification of molten magma. 

Examples: Granite, basalt, obsidian (found in Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania). 

Importance: Used in construction, road building, and as decorative stones. 

(ii) Sedimentary Rocks 

Formation: Deposition and compaction of sediments in water bodies. 

Examples: Sandstone, limestone, shale. 

Importance: Limestone used in cement industries; sandstone in building; some 

sedimentary rocks contain minerals like oil and coal. 

(iii) Metamorphic Rocks 

Formation: Alteration of igneous or sedimentary rocks under heat and pressure. 

Examples: Marble, slate, gneiss. 

Importance: Marble used in decoration; slate for roofing; gneiss for construction. 

(iv) Importance of Rocks in East Africa 

Provide raw materials for industries (cement, building). 

Source of minerals (gold, copper, oil). 

Influence soil formation and agriculture. 
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Attract tourism (e.g., volcanic landscapes like Kilimanjaro). 

 

17. "Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. Your teacher asks you to explain the 

difference between landforms formed by rocks themselves (constructive) and those 

formed by erosion (destructive), giving examples from East Africa." 

     Suggested Answer 

(i) Landforms Formed by Rocks Themselves 

Created mainly by internal earth forces or the structure of rocks. 

Examples: 

o Mountains → Rwenzori, Kilimanjaro (volcanic/fault-block). 

o Plateaus → Tanzania Central Plateau. 

o Volcanic Cones → Mount Elgon, Mount Longonot. 

o Escarpments → Mau Escarpment in Kenya. 

Importance: Tourism, fertile soils, water catchment, settlement. 

(ii)  Landforms Formed by Erosion or Wearing Away 

Shaped by external forces such as water, wind, and ice. 

Examples: 

o Valleys → Rift Valley, River Nile Valley. 

o Canyons/Gorges → Kyoga Gorge. 

o Cliffs and Caves → Indian Ocean coast of Kenya and Tanzania. 

o Sand Dunes → Northern Kenya deserts. 

o Glacial Valleys → Rwenzori Mountains. 

Importance: Provide fertile soils, tourism sites, and influence settlement. 

 

18. "Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. Your teacher asks you to explain how 

physical features such as mountains, lakes, rivers, and plains influence the lives of people 

in East Africa, giving examples from selected areas." 

     Suggested Answer 

(i) Mountains 
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Examples: Mount Kilimanjaro (Tanzania), Rwenzori Mountains (Uganda). 

Effects on people: 

o Fertile volcanic soils → farming of coffee, bananas. 

o Cool climate → tourism and settlement. 

o Water catchment → rivers for hydroelectric power. 

(ii) Lakes 

Examples: Lake Victoria, Lake Tanganyika, Lake Turkana. 

Effects on people: 

o Fishing → source of food and income. 

o Transport → ferries and boats connect communities. 

o Tourism → attracts visitors for recreation. 

o Water supply → for domestic and industrial use. 

(iii) Rivers 

Examples: River Nile, River Pangani, R. Tana 

Effects on people: 

o Irrigation → supports agriculture. 

o Hydroelectric power → Owen Falls Dam on River Nile. 

o Transport → small-scale navigation. 

o Cultural significance → Nile is central to history and heritage. 

(iv) Plains and Plateaus 

Examples: Serengeti Plains (Tanzania), East African Plateau. 

Effects on people: 

o Wildlife conservation → tourism and research. 

o Pastoralism → grazing of cattle, goats, and sheep. 

o Settlement → flat land encourages housing and farming. 

(v) Forests 

Examples: Mabira Forest (Uganda), Usambara Forest (Tanzania). 

Effects on people: 

o Source of timber and firewood. 
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o Biodiversity → medicinal plants, wildlife. 

o Rainfall regulation → supports agriculture. 

 

CLIMATE AND NATURAL VEGETATION OF EAST AFRICA 

19. "Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. Your teacher gives you a world map 

showing different climatic regions and asks you to explain the main types of climate, 

their characteristics, and how they affect human activities." 

 

     Suggested Answer 

(i) Equatorial Climate 

Characteristics: Hot and wet all year, heavy rainfall, high humidity. 

Human activities: Supports farming of bananas, cocoa, rice; dense forests limit 

transport. 

(ii) Tropical Savanna Climate 

Characteristics: Wet and dry seasons, moderate rainfall. 

Human activities: Pastoralism (cattle keeping), growing millet, sorghum, maize; 

seasonal migration for pasture. 

(iii) Desert Climate 

Characteristics: Very hot days, cold nights, little rainfall. 

Human activities: Nomadic pastoralism (camels, goats), settlements near oases, 

trade and transport using camels. 

(iv) Mediterranean Climate 

Characteristics: Hot dry summers, mild wet winters. 

Human activities: Farming of grapes, olives, citrus fruits; tourism thrives due to 

pleasant weather. 

(v) Temperate Climate 

Characteristics: Moderate rainfall, four seasons. 

Human activities: Mixed farming, industrialization, seasonal clothing and housing 

styles. 
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(vi) Polar/Tundra Climate 

Characteristics: Extremely cold, ice cover, short summers. 

Human activities: Hunting, fishing, reindeer herding; houses built with insulation; 

transport by sledges and snowmobiles. 

(vii) Mountain/Highland Climate 

Characteristics: Climate varies with altitude, cooler temperatures. 

Human activities: Terraced farming (tea, coffee, potatoes), tourism (skiing, 

hiking). 

 

20. "Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. Your teacher gives you a map of East 

Africa and asks you to describe the main types of vegetation, explain their characteristics, 

and state their importance to human activities." 

 

     Suggested Answer 

(i) Equatorial Vegetation 

Found around Lake Victoria basin and parts of Uganda. 

Characteristics: Dense forests, evergreen trees, high rainfall. 

Importance: Source of timber, medicine, biodiversity, and rainfall regulation. 

(ii) Savanna Vegetation 

Found in central Tanzania, southern Uganda, and parts of Kenya. 

Characteristics: Tall grasses, scattered acacia trees, seasonal rainfall. 

Importance: Supports livestock grazing, tourism (wildlife), and farming. 

(iii) Semi-Arid and Arid Vegetation 

Found in northern Kenya, Karamoja (Uganda), and parts of Tanzania. 

Characteristics: Short grasses, thorny bushes, drought-resistant plants. 

Importance: Provides firewood, charcoal, and supports nomadic pastoralism. 

(iv) Mountain Vegetation 

Found on slopes of Kilimanjaro, Rwenzori, and Mount Elgon. 

Characteristics: Montane forests, bamboo, alpine grasslands. 
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Importance: Supports tea and coffee farming, tourism, and water catchment. 

(v) Coastal Vegetation 

Found along the Indian Ocean coast of Kenya and Tanzania. 

Characteristics: Mangroves, palm trees, shrubs. 

Importance: Protects coastlines, supports fishing, and provides building materials. 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE IN EAST AFRICA AND THE WORLD 

21. "Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. Your teacher asks you to explain the 

main causes of climate change, giving both natural and human causes, and to show how 

these causes affect East Africa." 

     Suggested Answer 

(i) Natural Causes of Climate Change 

Volcanic eruptions → Release gases and ash that block sunlight or add carbon 

dioxide. 

Solar variations → Changes in the sun’s energy output affect Earth’s 

temperature. 

Ocean currents (El Niño/La Niña) → Alter rainfall patterns, causing floods or 

droughts. 

(ii) Human Causes of Climate Change 

Burning fossil fuels → Cars, factories, and power plants release greenhouse 

gases. 

Deforestation → Cutting trees reduces carbon absorption, increasing CO₂ levels. 

Agriculture → Overgrazing, bush burning, rice cultivation release methane. 

Industrialisation and urbanisation → Expanding cities increase emissions and 

heat islands. 

 (iii) Effects in East Africa 

Increased droughts → Affect farming and water supply. 

Floods → Destroy homes and infrastructure. 

Food insecurity → Reduced crop yields. 
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Biodiversity loss → Wildlife habitats destroyed. 

 

22. "Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. Your teacher asks you to explain the 

measures taken to mitigate climate change, and the challenges faced in implementing 

these measures, giving examples from East Africa." 

 

     Suggested Answer 

Mitigation Measures 

(i) Tree planting & afforestation → Restores forests, absorbs carbon dioxide. 

(ii) Renewable energy use → Solar, wind, and hydroelectric power reduce reliance 

on fossil fuels. 

(iii) Environmental laws & policies → Governments enforce bans on deforestation 

and promote conservation. 

(iv) Climate-smart agriculture → Crop rotation, drought-resistant crops, and 

irrigation. 

(v) Public awareness campaigns → Educating communities about climate change 

effects and solutions. 

Challenges Faced 

(i) High poverty levels → Communities depend on forests for fuel and land for 

survival. 

(ii) Weak enforcement of laws → Illegal logging and charcoal burning continue. 

(iii) Limited funding → Renewable energy projects and conservation require large 

investments. 

(iv) Population pressure → Rapid growth increases demand for land, water, and 

energy. 

(v) Low awareness → Many people lack knowledge about climate change and its 

dangers. 

(vi) Dependence on foreign aid → Climate projects often rely on external donors. 
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23. "Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. Your teacher asks you to explain the 

roles of different entities — governments, individuals, NGOs, and international 

organizations — in mitigating climate change, giving examples from East Africa." 

     Suggested Answer 

Governments 

(i) Enact and enforce environmental laws (ban deforestation, regulate emissions). 

(ii) Invest in renewable energy (solar, hydro, wind). 

(iii) Promote climate-smart infrastructure (dams, irrigation systems). 

Example: Rwanda banned plastic bags to reduce pollution. 

Individuals 

(i) Plant trees and conserve forests. 

(ii) Use energy-saving stoves and solar power. 

(iii) Practice sustainable farming and avoid bush burning. 

Example: Ugandan farmers adopting drought-resistant crops. 

NGOs and Civil Society 

(i) Raise awareness through campaigns and education. 

(ii) Support community tree planting and conservation projects. 

(iii) Provide funding and training for climate-smart agriculture. 

Example: Green Belt Movement in Kenya promoting afforestation. 

International Organizations 

(i) Provide funding for renewable energy projects. 

(ii) Facilitate global agreements (Paris Agreement). 

(iii) Support research and technology transfer. 

Example: UN Environment Programme (UNEP) headquartered in Nairobi, Kenya. 
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MAJOR CLIMATIC ZONES OF THE WORLD 

 

24. "Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. Your teacher gives you a world map 

showing different climatic zones and asks you to describe the major climate zones of the 

world, their characteristics, and explain how they affect human life." 

     Suggested Answer 

(i) Equatorial Climate 

Characteristics: Hot and wet all year, heavy rainfall, dense forests. 

Human life: Supports farming of bananas, cocoa, rice; dense forests limit 

transport; houses built with wide roofs to withstand rainfall. 

(ii) Tropical Savanna Climate 

Characteristics: Distinct wet and dry seasons, tall grasses, scattered trees. 

Human life: Encourages cattle keeping and cultivation of millet, sorghum, and 

maize; seasonal migration for pasture; tourism thrives due to wildlife. 

(iii) Desert Climate 

Characteristics: Very hot days, cold nights, little rainfall. 

Human life: Nomadic pastoralism (camels, goats); settlements near oases; houses 

built with thick walls to keep cool; transport by camels. 

(iv) Mediterranean Climate 

Characteristics: Hot dry summers, mild wet winters. 

Human life: Farming of grapes, olives, citrus fruits; tourism thrives due to 

pleasant weather; houses designed with flat roofs. 

(v) Temperate Climate 

Characteristics: Moderate rainfall, four distinct seasons. 

Human life: Mixed farming and industrialization; seasonal clothing and housing 

styles; transport systems adapted to snow in winter. 

(vi) Polar/Tundra Climate 

Characteristics: Extremely cold, ice cover, short summers. 
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Human life: Hunting, fishing, reindeer herding; houses built with insulation 

(igloos); transport by sledges and snowmobiles. 

(vii) Mountain/Highland Climate 

Characteristics: Climate varies with altitude, cooler temperatures. 

Human life: Terraced farming (tea, coffee, potatoes); tourism (skiing, hiking); 

settlements concentrated in valleys. 

25. "Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. Your teacher asks you to explain how 

technology has helped people overcome challenges posed by different climatic regions of 

the world, giving examples." 

     Suggested Answer 

(i) Equatorial Climate 

Challenge: Heavy rainfall, dense forests, diseases (malaria). 

Technology solutions: 

o Use of mosquito nets and medicine to fight malaria. 

o Motorized boats for transport on rivers. 

o Satellite flood monitoring for disaster preparedness. 

(ii) Tropical Savanna Climate 

Challenge: Long dry seasons, droughts. 

Technology solutions: 

o Irrigation systems and boreholes for water supply. 

o Drought-resistant crops developed through agricultural research. 

o Mobile weather apps to guide farmers on planting seasons. 

(iii) Desert Climate 

Challenge: Scarcity of water, extreme heat. 

Technology solutions: 

o Drip irrigation to save water. 

o Desalination plants to convert seawater into drinking water. 

o Solar farms to generate electricity in hot sunny conditions. 

(iv) Polar/Tundra Climate 
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Challenge: Extreme cold, ice cover, limited farming. 

Technology solutions: 

o Insulated housing and heating systems for survival. 

o Snowmobiles and icebreakers for transport. 

o Greenhouses with artificial lighting for food production. 

(v) Mountain/Highland Climate 

Challenge: Steep slopes, cold temperatures, transport difficulties. 

Technology solutions: 

o Terracing and irrigation for farming. 

o Cable cars and tunnels for transport. 

o Tourism technology (ski lifts, eco-lodges). 

(vi) Mediterranean Climate 

Challenge: Hot dry summers, risk of drought. 

Technology solutions: 

o Efficient irrigation systems for vineyards and olive farms. 

o Climate-friendly tourism infrastructure. 

o Water recycling technologies to conserve resources. 

 

GEOGRAPHICAL REGIONS OF NORTH AMERICA 

26. "Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. Your teacher asks you to explain why 

it is important to study different geographical regions of the world, giving examples of 

how this knowledge benefits people in East Africa." 

     Suggested Answer 

(i) Comparative Learning 

Studying other regions helps compare climates, landforms, and resources. 

Example: Comparing the Sahara Desert with the Arabian Desert helps understand 

desertification globally. 

(ii) Global Interdependence 

Trade, migration, and technology link Africa to other regions. 
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Example: Uganda exports coffee to Europe and Asia, so understanding those 

economies is vital. 

(iii) Environmental Awareness 

Climate change, deforestation, and pollution are global issues. 

Studying how other regions cope helps apply solutions locally. 

(iv) Cultural Exchange 

Geography introduces learners to diverse cultures and traditions. 

Example: Comparing pastoralism in East Africa with ranching in South America. 

(v) Scientific and Technological Knowledge 

Innovations in farming, transport, and disaster management often come from 

outside Africa. 

Studying them helps apply solutions locally. 

(vi) Career and Education Opportunities 

Knowledge of other regions is useful for international studies, tourism, diplomacy, 

and global business. 

 

27. "Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. Your teacher asks you to explain why 

North America has developed differently from East Africa, focusing on physical, 

economic, and social factors." 

     Suggested Answer 

Physical Factors 

(i) Climate: North America has varied climates (temperate, continental, arctic, 

tropical) supporting diverse agriculture and industries; East Africa is mainly 

tropical with seasonal rainfall, limiting productivity. 

(ii) Relief: North America has wide plains and navigable rivers aiding transport; East 

Africa has rugged terrain with rift valleys and volcanic mountains, making 

transport harder. 

(iii) Resources: North America is rich in minerals (oil, coal, iron, forests); East Africa 

has fewer industrial minerals and relies more on agriculture. 
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Economic Factors 

(i) Industrialization: North America industrialized early due to abundant resources 

and capital; East Africa remains largely agricultural. 

(ii) Technology: Advanced farming, transport, and communication in North America 

boosted productivity; East Africa still developing technologically. 

(iii) Infrastructure: North America has well-developed roads, railways, and ports; East 

Africa’s infrastructure is improving but limited. 

Historical and Social Factors 

(i) Colonization: North America gained independence earlier and developed stable 

governments; East Africa’s colonial legacy slowed progress. 

(ii) Education: Higher investment in education and research in North America; East 

Africa has lower literacy and fewer research institutions. 

(iii) Population: North America has lower population density and more urbanization; 

East Africa has rapid population growth and rural settlements. 

 

DEVELOPMENT OF AGRICULTURE IN EAST AFRICA  

28. "Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. Your teacher asks you to explain the 

main types of agriculture practiced in East Africa and the physical and human factors that 

influence them, giving examples." 

 

     Suggested Answer 

Types of Agriculture in East Africa 

(i) Subsistence farming → Small-scale, family-based, growing food crops like 

bananas, cassava, maize. 

(ii) Commercial/plantation farming → Large-scale, cash crops like tea, coffee, 

sugarcane. 

(iii) Pastoralism → Rearing cattle, goats, camels in semi-arid areas (e.g., Karamoja, 

Maasai land). 

(iv) Irrigation farming → Rice in Mwea (Kenya), horticulture in Tanzania. 
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(v) Fishing and aquaculture → Lake Victoria, Lake Tanganyika. 

(vi) Mixed farming → Combination of crops and livestock. 

Physical Factors Affecting Agriculture 

(i) Climate → Rainfall and temperature determine crop types (tea in cool highlands, 

millet in dry areas). 

(ii) Soils → Fertile volcanic soils support coffee and bananas; poor soils limit 

productivity. 

(iii) Relief → Highlands favor cash crops; lowlands favor cotton and millet. 

(iv) Water availability → Irrigation schemes depend on rivers and lakes. 

Human Factors Affecting Agriculture 

(i) Population pressure → Dense populations encourage intensive farming (Buganda 

matooke). 

(ii) Market demand → Urban centers like Nairobi and Kampala create demand for 

vegetables and dairy. 

(iii) Technology → Use of tractors, fertilizers, irrigation boosts productivity. 

(iv) Government policies → Support for cash crops like coffee and cotton encourages 

commercial farming. 

(v) Cultural practices → Traditional crops like millet grown in Northern Uganda. 

 

29. "Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. Your teacher asks you to explain the 

importance of land and water to the lives of people in East Africa, giving examples from 

selected areas." 

     Suggested Answer 

Importance of Land 

(i) Food production: Land provides space for growing crops like maize, beans, 

bananas, coffee, and tea. 

(ii) Livelihood: Families depend on land for farming, grazing animals, and building 

homes. 
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(iii) Income generation: Cash crops such as coffee, tea, and cotton earn money for 

families and communities. 

(iv) Settlement and development: Land supports housing, schools, and roads. 

(v) Cultural value: Land is inherited and shared among clan members, symbolizing 

unity and identity. 

Importance of Water 

(i) Source of food: Rivers, lakes, and swamps provide fish and water for crops and 

animals. 

(ii) Livelihood: Fishing communities earn income from selling fish and related 

products. 

(iii) Agriculture: Water is used for irrigation, especially in dry areas like eastern 

Uganda and northern Kenya. 

(iv) Transport: Lakes and rivers serve as routes for trade and communication. 

(v) Domestic use: Families use water for drinking, cooking, and cleaning. 

(vi) Cultural and spiritual value: Many clans consider water bodies sacred and use 

them in rituals. 

30. "Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. Your teacher asks you to explain the 

advantages and disadvantages of different types of farming practiced in East Africa, 

giving examples." 

     Suggested Answer 

(i) Subsistence Farming 

Advantages: 

o Provides food security for families. 

o Low cost — uses simple tools and family labor. 

o Preserves traditional farming knowledge. 

Disadvantages: 

o Produces little surplus for sale. 

o Vulnerable to droughts, pests, and poor soils. 

o Limits economic growth and modernization. 
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(ii) Commercial Farming 

Advantages: 

o Generates income through cash crops (coffee, tea, sugarcane). 

o Encourages use of modern technology and fertilizers. 

o Creates employment opportunities. 

Disadvantages: 

o Focus on export crops may reduce food availability. 

o Requires high capital investment. 

o Can lead to land degradation and monocropping. 

(iii) Small-Scale Farming 

Advantages: 

o Easy to manage with family labor. 

o Flexible — farmers can grow mixed crops. 

o Supports local food supply. 

Disadvantages: 

o Limited production and income. 

o Cannot easily adopt modern machinery. 

o Vulnerable to climate change and poor soils. 

(iv) Large-Scale Farming 

Advantages: 

o Produces surplus for export and industry. 

o Uses advanced technology for higher yields. 

o Provides jobs and supports national economies. 

Disadvantages: 

o Expensive to establish and maintain. 

o Can displace small farmers and communities. 

o Environmental risks (deforestation, soil erosion, chemical use). 
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31. "Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. Your teacher asks you to describe the 

characteristics of pastoralism, and explain its advantages and disadvantages, giving 

examples from East Africa." 

 

     Suggested Answer 

Characteristics of Pastoralism 

(i) Involves rearing livestock such as cattle, goats, sheep, and camels. 

(ii) Practiced in semi-arid and arid regions where crop farming is difficult. 

(iii) Animals are moved seasonally in search of water and pasture (nomadic or 

transhumance). 

(iv) Relies on traditional knowledge of grazing areas and water sources. 

(v) Common among communities like the Maasai (Kenya/Tanzania) and Karimojong 

(Uganda). 

Advantages of Pastoralism 

(i) Provides meat, milk, hides, and skins for food and trade. 

(ii) Supports cultural identity and traditions of pastoral communities. 

(iii) Utilizes land unsuitable for crop farming. 

(iv) Generates income through sale of livestock and products. 

(v) Promotes resilience in dry areas where crops fail. 

Disadvantages of Pastoralism 

(i) Vulnerable to droughts and water scarcity. 

(ii) Overgrazing leads to soil erosion and desertification. 

(iii) Conflicts over grazing land and water sources. 

(iv) Limited access to education, health, and modern services for pastoralists. 

(v) Low productivity compared to modern commercial livestock farming. 

 

32. "Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. Your teacher asks you to explain the 

dangers of overusing land and water resources in East Africa, and why it is important to 

conserve water for communities and future generations." 
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     Suggested Answer 

Dangers of Overusing Land 

(i) Soil erosion → Continuous cultivation without rest strips soil of nutrients. 

(ii) Desertification → Overgrazing and deforestation turn fertile land into barren 

ground. 

(iii) Loss of fertility → Excessive use reduces crop yields. 

(iv) Conflicts → Scarcity of land leads to disputes among families and clans. 

(v) Reduced food security → Declining productivity threatens household survival. 

 Dangers of Overusing Water 

(i) Water shortages → Excessive irrigation and domestic use reduce supply. 

(ii) Pollution → Dumping waste into rivers and lakes contaminates water. 

(iii) Loss of aquatic life → Overfishing and pollution destroy fish stocks. 

(iv) Health risks → Communities suffer from unsafe drinking water. 

(v) Climate stress → Overuse worsens drought impacts in semi-arid areas. 

 Need to Conserve Water 

(i) Sustainable farming → Practicing irrigation efficiency and crop rotation. 

(ii) Rainwater harvesting → Collecting rainwater for domestic and farm use. 

(iii) Pollution control → Proper waste disposal to protect rivers and lakes. 

(iv) Community awareness → Educating families and clans on water management. 

(v) Government policies → Enforcing laws against pollution and overuse. 

 

33. "Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. Your teacher asks you to explain why 

it is important for communities to care for natural resources such as land, water, and 

forests, and why governments must create policies to support conservation." 

 

     Suggested Answer 

Caring for Natural Resources 

(i) Food security: Conserving fertile soils ensures reliable crop harvests. 
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(ii) Livelihoods: Forests, rivers, and land provide income through farming, fishing, 

and tourism. 

(iii) Health: Clean water and air reduce diseases. 

(iv) Sustainability: Protecting resources ensures they remain available for future 

generations. 

(v) Patriotism: Caring for resources shows love for one’s country and community. 

 

 Need for Government Policies 

(i) Environmental laws: Ban deforestation, regulate fishing, and control pollution. 

(ii) Renewable energy investment: Promote solar, wind, and hydro power to reduce 

reliance on wood fuel. 

(iii) Education campaigns: Raise awareness about conservation in schools and 

communities. 

(iv) Regional cooperation: Countries share rivers and lakes, requiring joint policies. 

(v) Support for farmers: Provide incentives for sustainable farming methods. 

 

SOME AGRICULTURAL AREAS OF NORTH AMERICA: LARGE SCALE FARMING IN 

THE PRAIRIES; IRRIGATED FARMING IN CALIFORNIA 

34. "Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. Your teacher asks you to describe the 

main types of agriculture practiced in North America and explain their importance to the 

economy and people’s lives." 

 

     Suggested Answer 

Types of Agriculture in North America 

(i) Commercial grain farming → Wheat, corn, and soybeans in the U.S. Midwest and 

Canadian Prairies. 

(ii) Dairy farming → Northeastern U.S. and parts of Canada (milk, cheese, butter). 

(iii) Livestock ranching → Beef cattle in the Great Plains and western U.S. states. 
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(iv) Fruit and vegetable farming → California, Florida, and Mexico (citrus, grapes, 

vegetables). 

(v) Plantation agriculture → Tropical crops in Mexico, Central America, and the 

Caribbean (sugarcane, coffee, cocoa). 

(vi) Mixed farming → Combination of crops and livestock in temperate zones. 

 

Importance of Agriculture in North America 

(i) Food supply: Provides diverse foods (grains, dairy, meat, fruits) for local and 

global consumption. 

(ii) Export earnings: Wheat, corn, soybeans, and beef are major exports, earning 

foreign exchange. 

(iii) Employment: Millions of people work in farming, processing, and distribution. 

(iv) Industrial support: Agriculture supplies raw materials for industries (cotton for 

textiles, corn for biofuels). 

(v) Technological advancement: Mechanized farming promotes innovation in 

irrigation, biotechnology, and transport. 

(vi) Regional development: Farming supports rural communities and infrastructure 

growth. 

 

35. "Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. Your teacher asks you to explain which 

agricultural methods from North America can be applied in East Africa, and why they are 

suitable." 

     Suggested Answer 

(i) Mechanized Farming 

Suitability: Use of small tractors and power tillers instead of large machines. 

Benefit: Increases efficiency and reduces labor in crop production. 

(ii) Irrigation Systems 

Suitability: Low-cost drip and sprinkler irrigation in dry areas. 

Benefit: Ensures crop growth during droughts and unreliable rainfall. 
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(iii) Crop Rotation & Soil Management 

Suitability: Combining traditional crops with legumes to restore soil fertility. 

Benefit: Prevents soil exhaustion and improves yields. 

(iv) Improved Seeds 

Suitability: Introduction of drought-resistant and high-yield varieties. 

Benefit: Boosts productivity and strengthens food security. 

(v) Fertilizer & Pest Control 

Suitability: Balanced use of organic and chemical fertilizers, integrated pest 

management. 

Benefit: Improves soil health and reduces crop loss. 

(vi) Agricultural Research & Extension Services 

Suitability: Training farmers in modern practices adapted to local conditions. 

Benefit: Encourages innovation and adoption of sustainable methods. 

 

36. "Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. Your teacher asks you to explain why 

agricultural methods used in North America are not always suitable for Uganda, giving 

physical, economic, and social reasons." 

     Suggested Answer 

Physical Factors 

(i) Climate differences: North America has temperate climates with predictable 

rainfall; Uganda has tropical climates with variable rainfall and frequent droughts. 

(ii) Soils: North America has extensive fertile plains; Uganda’s soils are fertile in some 

areas but easily exhausted due to continuous cultivation. 

(iii) Farm size: North America has large estates suitable for mechanization; Uganda 

has small fragmented plots, making large machines impractical. 

Economic Factors 

(i) Capital investment: North American farmers access loans, subsidies, and 

insurance; Ugandan farmers often lack credit and financial support. 
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(ii) Technology: Advanced machinery, irrigation, and biotechnology are common in 

North America; Uganda relies mostly on hand tools and rain-fed farming. 

(iii) Infrastructure: North America has good roads, storage, and irrigation networks; 

Uganda faces poor rural roads and limited storage facilities. 

Social Factors 

(i) Education and training: Farmers in North America benefit from extension 

services and research; many Ugandan farmers have limited training. 

(ii) Market orientation: North America’s agriculture is export-oriented; Uganda’s is 

mainly subsistence, focused on feeding families. 

(iii) Population pressure: Uganda’s high population growth leads to land 

fragmentation; North America has lower population density and larger farms. 

 

37. "Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. Your teacher asks you to explain the 

role of technology in agriculture and the challenges farmers face when using modern 

technology, giving examples from East Africa." 

 

     Suggested Answer 

(i) Role of Technology in Agriculture 

(ii) Mechanization: Use of tractors, harvesters, and irrigation pumps increases 

efficiency and reduces labor. 

(iii) Improved seeds: Biotechnology provides drought-resistant and high-yield crop 

varieties. 

(iv) Information technology: Mobile apps and weather forecasting help farmers plan 

planting and harvesting. 

(v) Storage and processing: Modern silos and agro-processing machines reduce post-

harvest losses. 

(vi) Transport and marketing: Better roads and digital platforms connect farmers to 

wider markets. 
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Challenges of Technology in Agriculture 

(i) High costs: Machines, fertilizers, and improved seeds are expensive for small-

scale farmers. 

(ii) Limited access: Rural farmers often lack electricity, internet, and modern 

infrastructure. 

(iii) Skill gap: Many farmers lack training to use advanced tools effectively. 

(iv) Maintenance issues: Machines break down and spare parts are costly or 

unavailable. 

(v) Environmental concerns: Overuse of chemicals can degrade soils and pollute 

water. 

(vi) Inequality: Wealthier farmers benefit more, widening the gap with poorer 

farmers. 
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