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Senior 1 Geography (New curriculum) 

Vote Dr. Bbosa Science President of Uganda 2031→ 

 

Time, t, is now!!! 
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Term 1 

Theme: Introduction to Geography 

Topic 2/6: SHOWING THE LOCAL AREA ON A MAP 

Competency: After studying this topic, the learner should know the main physical and human 

features of the local area and how these can be shown on a map. 

 

Meaning of a Map 

A map is a drawing or representation of the Earth’s surface or part of it. 

It shows places, features, and directions using symbols and scale. 

Maps help us understand where things are located and how to move from one place to another. 

 

Uses of Maps 

(i) Show Locations – Maps show towns, villages, rivers, and mountains. 

(ii) Give Directions – Maps help travelers know how to reach different places. 

(iii) Classify Features – Maps show both physical features (mountains, rivers, lakes) and 

human features (roads, schools, factories). 
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(iv) Plan Activities – Farmers, builders, and government planners use maps to plan land use. 

(v) Study Geography – Maps are tools for learning about the environment and the world. 

 

 Examples of Maps 

(i) Physical Map → shows landforms like mountains and rivers. 

(ii) Political Map → shows countries, districts, and boundaries. 

(iii) Road Map → shows roads and transport routes. 

(iv) Weather Map → shows rainfall, temperature, and wind patterns. 

 

Exercise 1 

1. What is a map? 

2. Mention two uses of maps. 

3. Give two examples of physical features shown on maps. 

4. Name one type of map and what it shows. 

5. Why are maps important in geography? 

     Answers 

1. A map is a drawing or representation of the Earth’s surface or part of it. 

2. Maps are used to show locations and give directions. 

3. Two physical features shown on maps are mountains and rivers. 

4. A physical map shows landforms like mountains and rivers. 

5. Maps are important in geography because they help us understand where places are and 

how to study the environment. 

 

Scenario Question 

"Imagine you are a geography student preparing for an exam. Your teacher asks you to explain 

what a map is, describe different types of maps, and state the importance of maps in the study 

of geography." 

 

     Answer 
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Definition of a Map 

A map is a representation of the earth’s surface or part of it drawn to scale on a flat surface, 

showing physical and human features. 

Types of Maps 

(i) Physical maps → Show relief, rivers, lakes, and mountains. 

(ii) Political maps → Show boundaries, towns, and countries. 

(iii) Economic maps → Show industries, trade routes, and resources. 

(iv) Climatic maps → Show rainfall, temperature, and wind patterns. 

(v) Thematic maps → Focus on specific themes like population or vegetation. 

Importance of Maps 

(i) Help in locating places using latitude and longitude. 

(ii) Show distribution of physical and human features. 

(iii) Useful in planning and development (roads, towns, industries). 

(iv) Aid in navigation and transport. 

(v) Assist in teaching and learning geography. 

 

Photograph 

 

Kampala 



P a g e  | 5 Download free primary notes from digitalteachers.co.ug website 
 

A photograph is a picture taken by a camera showing how a place actually looks. It captures real 

images of physical and human features as they appear in nature. Photographs are used to study 

the appearance, size, and condition of places. 

Example: A photograph of Kampala city shows real buildings, roads, and people. 

 

Differences Between a Map and a Photograph 

Feature Map Photograph 

Nature Drawing or representation Real image taken by a camera 

Symbols Uses symbols and colors Shows actual objects 

Scale Has a measurable scale No fixed scale 

Purpose Shows location and direction Shows appearance and details 

View Bird’s-eye (top) view Front or side view 

 

Exercise 2 

1. What is a map? 

2. What is a photograph? 

3. Mention two differences between a map and a photograph. 

4. How can a map be useful to a farmer? 

5. Why is a photograph important in geography? 

 

     Answers 

1. A map is a drawing or representation of the Earth’s surface showing places and 

directions. 

2. A photograph is a picture taken by a camera showing how a place actually looks. 

3. A map uses symbols and scale, while a photograph shows real images without symbols. 

4. A map helps a farmer plan land use and locate water sources or roads. 

5. A photograph helps geographers study the appearance and condition of physical and 

human features. 
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Scenario Question 

"Imagine you are a Senior One geography student. During a lesson, your teacher shows you 

different photographs of East Africa — one of a farming village, another of a busy city, and one 

of a mountain landscape. You are asked to explain how photographs are used in geography, 

mention the types of photographs, and state their advantages and limitations." 

     Suggested Answer 

Uses of Photographs in Geography 

(i) Identifying features → Rivers, mountains, forests, towns. 

(ii) Describing places → Shows appearance of rural and urban areas. 

(iii) Studying human activities → Farming, fishing, trading, transport. 

(iv) Observing environmental issues → Soil erosion, floods, deforestation. 

Types of Photographs 

(i) Ground photographs → Taken from the ground level. 

(ii) Aerial photographs → Taken from aircraft (vertical or oblique). 

(iii) Satellite images → Taken from space, showing large areas. 

Advantages of Photographs 

(i) Show real images of places. 

(ii) Easy to understand and interpret. 

(iii) Can be used without visiting the place. 

(iv) Help learners describe features accurately. 

Limitations of Photographs 

(i) Show only one view or angle. 

(ii) May be outdated if taken long ago. 

(iii) Cannot show exact distances or directions like maps. 

(iv) May be affected by weather or poor visibility. 
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Maps as Representations 

Because the Earth is very large, maps must be drawn at different scales to fit on paper. 

 

Meaning of Scale 

Scale shows the relationship between distance on the map and distance on the ground. 

Example: A scale of 1 cm = 1 km means every centimeter on the map represents one kilometer 

in reality. 

 

Types of Map Scales 

(i) Large Scale Maps 

o Show small areas in detail. 

o Example: A map of a school compound. 

(ii) Small Scale Maps 

o Show large areas with less detail. 

o Example: A map of Uganda or Africa. 

 

Comparison Table 

Aspect Large Scale Map Small Scale Map 

Area Covered Small area Large area 

Detail Very detailed Less detailed 

Example Map of a village Map of a continent 

 

Exercise 3 

1. What is a map? 

2. What does scale show on a map? 

3. Give one example of a large scale map. 

4. Give one example of a small scale map. 

5. Why are maps drawn at different scales? 
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     Answers 

1. A map is a drawing of the Earth’s surface or part of it. 

2. Scale shows the relationship between distance on the map and distance on the ground. 

3. An example of a large-scale map is a map of a school compound. 

4. An example of a small-scale map is a map of Africa. 

5. Maps are drawn at different scales because the Earth is very large and cannot fit on 

paper without reducing size. 

 

Symbols on Maps 

Symbols are small drawings or signs used on maps to represent real features. 

They make maps simple and easy to read. 

Example: A tree symbol may represent a forest, while a cross symbol may represent a hospital. 

 

Map Key / Legend 

A map key (or legend) explains the meaning of symbols used on a map. 

Without a key, it is difficult to understand what the symbols represent. 

Example: If a blue line is shown on a map, the key will explain that it represents a river. 

 

Steps to Use and Interpret Symbols 

(i) Look at the Map Key – Check what each symbol means. 

(ii) Identify Features – Match symbols on the map with real features. 

(iii) Classify Features – Decide whether they are physical (natural) or human (man-made). 

(iv) Interpret the Map – Use the symbols to understand the area (e.g., where rivers, schools, 

or roads are located). 

 

Examples Table 

Symbol Meaning Feature Type 

      Forest Physical 
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Symbol Meaning Feature Type 

        Hospital Human 

          Railway station Human 

       Mountain Physical 

           Road Human 

    River Physical 

 

Exercise 4 

1. What are symbols on a map? 

2. What is the purpose of a map key? 

3. Give one example of a physical feature symbol. 

4. Give one example of a human feature symbol. 

5. Why is it important to interpret symbols correctly? 

 

     Answers 

1. Symbols on a map are small drawings or signs used to represent real features. 

2. The purpose of a map key is to explain the meaning of symbols used on a map. 

3. One example of a physical feature symbol is       for a forest. 

4. One example of a human feature symbol is         for a hospital. 

5. It is important to interpret symbols correctly so that we can understand the map and 

locate features accurately. 

 

Scenario Question 

"Imagine you are a geography student preparing for a fieldwork exercise. Your teacher gives you 

a topographic map of Uganda and asks you to explain the importance of map elements and 

symbols, and how they help in interpreting the map." 
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     Suggested Answer 

Map Elements 

(i) Title → Shows what the map is about (e.g., “Physical Map of Uganda”). 

(ii) Scale → Explains the ratio between map distance and real distance (e.g., 1 cm = 5 km). 

(iii) Compass/Direction → Indicates north, south, east, west for orientation. 

(iv) Key/Legend → Explains the meaning of symbols used on the map. 

(v) Grid/Coordinates → Helps locate places using latitude and longitude. 

(vi) Border/Frame → Defines the area covered by the map. 

  

Examples of map Symbols 

(i) Blue lines/areas → Rivers and lakes. 

(ii) Green shading → Forests or vegetation. 

(iii) Brown contours → Relief and elevation. 

(iv) Black dots/squares → Towns, villages, or buildings. 

(v) Special icons → Airports, schools, churches, mines, etc. 

 

Importance of Map Elements and Symbols 

(i) Help in identifying features (rivers, towns, forests). 

(ii) Make maps easy to read and interpret. 

(iii) Provide accurate location and distance measurement. 

(iv) Aid in planning and navigation. 

(v) Allow comparison of physical and human features. 
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Compass Points 

A compass shows directions. 

 

The four basic /cardinal compass points are: North (N), East (E), South (S), West (W) 

 

Using Compass Points on a Map 

(i) Find North – Most maps have an arrow pointing to the north. 

(ii) Locate Other Directions – Once north is known, east is to the right, south is opposite 

north, and west is to the left. 

(iii) Identify Features – Use compass points to describe where features are located. 

 

Examples: 

• The school is north of the market. 

• The river flows east of the village. 

• The hospital is south of the road. 

 

Exercise 5 

1. What are the four basic compass points? 

2. Which direction is opposite north? 

3. If a river is east of a village, where is the village in relation to the river? 

4. Why is it important to know directions on a map? 

5. On most maps, which direction is shown at the top? 

 

 



P a g e  | 12 Download free primary notes from digitalteachers.co.ug website 
 

     Answers 

1. The four basic compass points are North, East, South, and West. 

2. The direction opposite north is south. 

3. If a river is east of a village, the village is west of the river. 

4. It is important to know directions on a map so we can locate and describe places 

accurately. 

5. On most maps, north is shown at the top. 

 

Following Routes on a Map 

A route is the path taken to move from one place to another. Maps show routes using lines, 

symbols, and directions. By following these, learners can trace journeys and understand how 

places are connected. 

 

Steps to Follow Routes 

(i) Identify Starting Point – Find where the journey begins. 

(ii) Locate Destination – Find where the journey ends. 

(iii) Check Directions – Use compass points (N, E, S, W) to know the direction of travel. 

(iv) Trace the Route – Follow the line or road shown on the map. 

(v) Note Features Along the Way – Identify rivers, schools, markets, or forests along the 

route. 

(v) Use the Map Key – Interpret symbols to understand what each feature represents. 

 

Example 

(i) Starting at School → follow the road east. 

(ii) Cross the River (shown by a blue line). 

(iii) Pass the Market (symbol of stalls). 

(iv) Reach the Hospital (symbol of a cross). 

This shows how a learner can trace a journey step by step. 
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Exercise 6 

1. What is a route on a map? 

2. Mention two steps in following a route. 

3. Which tool helps us know directions on a map? 

4. Give one example of a feature you may find along a route. 

5. Why is a map key important when following routes? 

 

      Answers 

1. A route is the path taken to move from one place to another. 

2. Two steps are identifying the starting point and locating the destination. 

3. A compass helps us know directions on a map. 

4. One feature along a route may be a river. 

5. A map key is important because it explains the meaning of symbols along the route. 
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Using Local Area Maps 

 

   

Local area maps show physical features (like rivers, hills, forests) and human features (like 

schools, markets, roads, and houses). By studying these maps, learners can understand where 

people live, work, and interact in their community. 

 

Steps to Find Information About People 

(i) Identify Settlements – Look for symbols showing villages, towns, or houses. 

(ii) Locate Social Services – Use the map key to find schools, hospitals, markets, and 

churches. These show where people gather. 

(iii) Check Transport Routes – Roads, railways, and paths show how people move and 

connect. 

(iv) Observe Land Use – Symbols for farms, factories, or trading centers reveal people’s 

occupations. 

(v) Interpret Population Distribution – Dense clusters of houses indicate many people live 

there; scattered houses show fewer people. 
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 Examples 

• A cluster of houses on the map shows a village community. 

• A market symbol indicates where people buy and sell goods. 

• A school symbol shows where children in the area study. 

• Roads connecting villages show how people travel and interact. 

 

Exercise 7 

1. What kind of features on a local area map show where people live? 

2. How can a map help us know where people gather? 

3. Give one example of a human feature that shows people’s occupation. 

4. Why are transport routes important on a local area map? 

5. How can a map key help in finding information about people? 

 

     Answers 

1. Settlements such as villages, towns, and houses show where people live. 

2. Features like markets, schools, and hospitals show where people gather. 

3. A factory symbol shows that people work in industries. 

4. Transport routes are important because they show how people move and connect. 

5. A map key helps by explaining the meaning of symbols used on the map. 

 

 

Vote Dr. Bbosa Science President of Uganda 2031→ 

Time, t, is now!!! 

 Thank you  

Dr. Bbosa Science 


