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Senior 2
Term 1
Theme: Man’s Social Relations

Topic 1/1: RESPECT FOR HUMAN LIFE

Competency: Learner understands how religions promote respect for human life by fostering

the values of tolerance, respect, fairness, harmony and peaceful co-existence.
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Scenario question 1

Imagine you are a clergy person, explain the Christian teaching of human dignity and respect

for life

Model Answer

Christian teaching places profound emphasis on human dignity and the respect for life,
rooted in the belief that every person is created in the image and likeness of God (Genesis
1:27). This foundation shapes moral values, social justice, and personal responsibility.

Key Christian Teachings

(i) Imago Dei — Every human being reflects God’s image, giving them inherent worth and
dignity.

(ii) Sanctity of life — Life is sacred from conception to natural death, and must be
protected.

(iii) Love of neighbor — Respecting life means showing compassion, forgiveness, and care
for others.

(iv) Justice and equality — All people deserve fair treatment regardless of race, gender, or
status.

(v) Stewardship — Respecting life extends to caring for creation and protecting the
environment.

(vi) Mercy and compassion — Christians are called to defend the vulnerable, poor, and
marginalized.

Biblical Support

(i) “So God created mankind in his own image...” (Genesis 1:27) — Basis of human dignity.
(ii) “You shall not murder.” (Exodus 20:13) — Respect for life.

(iii) “Love your neighbor as yourself.” (Mark 12:31) — Foundation of respect and care.

(iv) “Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did
for me.” (Matthew 25:40) — Call to protect the vulnerable.

Practical Implications

(i) Human rights — Advocacy for equality, freedom, and justice.

(ii) Healthcare and charity — Supporting hospitals, orphanages, and relief work.
(iii) Peace and reconciliation — Promoting forgiveness and non-violence.

(iv) Environmental care — Protecting God’s creation for future generations.
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Scenario question 2

Imagine you are a clergy person, explain why life is a special gift from God that should be

respected and protected
Model Answer

Christianity teaches that life is a special gift from God — sacred, precious, and entrusted to
humanity for care and protection. This belief shapes moral responsibility and guides how
Christians interact with others and the world.

Core Christian Beliefs on Life

(i) Gift from God — Life is not accidental but divinely given, making it valuable and worthy
of gratitude.

(ii) Sanctity of life — Every stage of life, from conception to natural death, must be
respected.

(iii) Human dignity — Because humans are created in God’s image, each person deserves
respect and protection.

(iv) Responsibility to protect — Christians are called to defend the vulnerable, uphold
justice, and promote peace.

(v) Stewardship of creation — Respecting life includes caring for the environment that
sustains it.

Biblical Foundations

(i) “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” (John 10:10) — Jesus
affirms life as a divine blessing.

(ii) “You shall not murder.” (Exodus 20:13) — Protecting life is a moral command.

(iii) “Before | formed you in the womb | knew you.” (Jeremiah 1:5) — Life is valued even

before birth.

(iv) “The Spirit of God has made me; the breath of the Almighty gives me life.” (Job 33:4) —
Life originates from God’s breath.

Practical Implications

(i) Healthcare and charity — Supporting hospitals, orphanages, and relief work to
preserve life.

(i) Peacebuilding — Rejecting violence and promoting reconciliation.

(iii) Human rights — Defending equality and justice for all.
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(iv) Environmental care — Protecting nature as the source of life.

Scenario question 3

Imagine you are a clergy person, show how Leviticus 19:12—18 and Numbers 35:9-12 present
respect for human life

Model Answer

Respect for human life in Leviticus 19:12—-18 and Numbers 35:9-12 is shown through laws
that protect dignity, justice, and safety, even for marginalized groups like slaves and refugees.
These passages emphasize fairness in treatment, protection from exploitation, and

sanctuaries for those accused of crimes, reflecting God’s concern for the sanctity of life.

Respect for Life in Leviticus 19:12-18
This section is part of the Holiness Code, guiding Israel to mirror God’s holiness.

e Condemnation of false oaths — Upholds honesty, protecting community trust and
dignity.

(i) Prohibition of exploitation — “Do not defraud or rob your neighbor” ensures fairness,
including for slaves and workers.

(ii) Protection of workers’ rights — Wages must be paid promptly, affirming the humanity
of laborers.

(iii) Justice for the vulnerable — Commands not to curse the deaf or trip the blind, showing
care for the weak.

(iv) Impartial justice — No favoritism in judgment, affirming equality of all lives.
(v) Condemnation of slander — Protects reputations, which are part of human dignity.

(vi) No hatred or revenge — Promotes forgiveness, preserving peace and respect for life.

£ Even slaves, often vulnerable to abuse, were included in these protections, showing that
God’s law demanded respect for their humanity.

Respect for Life in Numbers 35:9-12
This passage introduces the cities of refuge.

(i) Sanctuary for the accused — Refuge cities protected those accused of manslaughter
until trial, preventing blood vengeance.
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(ii) Due process of justice — Life was respected by ensuring fair trial rather than mob
justice.

(iii) Protection from revenge — Prevented cycles of violence, affirming the value of every
life.

(iv) Community responsibility — Society was tasked with safeguarding both victims and
accused, balancing justice with mercy.

£ This shows that even in cases of conflict, God’s law sought to protect human life from
unnecessary loss.

Combined Teaching

Together, these passages highlight:

(i) Justice and fairness — No exploitation or favoritism.

(ii) Protection of the vulnerable — Slaves, workers, disabled, and accused persons.
(iii) Sanctity of life — Life is sacred and must not be taken unjustly.

(iv) Community responsibility — Society must uphold dignity and prevent violence.

Scenario question 4

Imagine you are a clergy person, show ways in which Jesus promoted the human dignity of
sinners with a focus on Mathew 9:9-13 and Luke 19:1-10

Model Answer

Jesus consistently promoted the human dignity of sinners by showing compassion,
forgiveness, and inclusion, rather than condemnation. In both Matthew 9:9-13 and Luke
19:1-10, He demonstrates that God’s love extends to all, even those marginalized or despised
by society.

Matthew 9:9-13 — The Call of Matthew

(i) Calling a tax collector — Jesus invites Matthew, a tax collector considered sinful, to
follow Him, affirming his worth.

(ii) Table fellowship — By dining with tax collectors and sinners, Jesus breaks social
barriers, showing they deserve dignity and community.

(iii) Mercy over sacrifice — Jesus teaches that God desires mercy, not ritual sacrifice,
emphasizing compassion over exclusion.

(iv) Healing the marginalized — His actions show that sinners are not beyond redemption
but are valued in God’s plan.
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Luke 19:1-10 — Zacchaeus the Tax Collector

(i) Personal recognition — Jesus calls Zacchaeus by name, affirming his dignity despite
social rejection.

(if) Hospitality and acceptance — By staying at Zacchaeus’s house, Jesus shows that
sinners are worthy of fellowship.

(iii) Transformation through love — Zacchaeus responds by repenting and pledging
restitution, proving dignity leads to renewal.

(iv) Mission to save the lost — Jesus declares His purpose is to seek and save the lost,
affirming the value of every life.

Ways Jesus Promoted Human Dignity of Sinners

(i) Inclusion — Welcoming sinners into fellowship.

(ii) Compassion — Showing mercy rather than judgment.

(iii) Recognition — Addressing sinners personally, affirming their humanity.
(iv) Transformation — Encouraging repentance and renewal through love.

(v) Equality — Treating sinners as equally valuable before God.

Scenario question 5

Imagine you are the archbishop of Uganda, identify ways through which human dignity of the
underprivileged should be protected with an emphasis on Exodus 21:1-3, 2 Samuel 9:1-8, 1
Peter 18-20, James 5:1-6. Colossians 3:22, 4:1 and Mark 1:40 — 45

Model Answer

The Bible presents clear ways in which the human dignity of the underprivileged should be
protected, emphasizing justice, compassion, and equality.

Key Passages and Their Teachings

(i) Exodus 21:1-3 — Hebrew slaves were to serve only six years and then be set free in the
seventh year. This law protected them from perpetual bondage, affirming their dignity
and right to freedom.

(i) 2 Samuel 9:1-8 — King David shows kindness to Mephibosheth, the disabled son of
Jonathan, by restoring his land and giving him a place at the royal table. This
demonstrates respect for the vulnerable and marginalized.
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(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

1 Peter 1:18-20 — Believers are reminded that they were redeemed not with silver or
gold but with the precious blood of Christ. This shows that every person has immense
value before God, regardless of social status.

James 5:1-6 — A warning to the rich who exploit workers by withholding wages.
Protecting the dignity of laborers means ensuring fairness and justice in economic life.

Colossians 3:22, 4:1 — Slaves are urged to work sincerely, while masters are
commanded to treat them justly and fairly, recognizing that both are accountable to
God. This promotes mutual respect and dignity.

Mark 1:40-45 — Jesus heals a leper, a person socially excluded and stigmatized. By
touching him, Jesus restores his health and dignity, showing compassion for the
marginalized.

Ways Human Dignity of the Underprivileged Should Be Protected

(i)
(ii)

(iii)

(iv)
(v)
(vi)

Freedom from oppression — Laws should prevent perpetual slavery and exploitation.

Kindness to the vulnerable — Show compassion to the disabled, poor, and
marginalized.

Recognition of value — Every person is redeemed by Christ’s sacrifice, giving them
equal worth.

Fair treatment in work — Workers must be paid justly and not exploited.
Justice in authority — Leaders and masters must act with fairness and accountability.

Healing and inclusion — The sick and outcasts should be restored to community life.

Scenario question 5

Imagine you are the archbishop of Uganda, discuss how Jesus promoted the human dignity of
children and women in Mark 10:13-16, John 4:1-9 and Luke 7:36 -39 and 11:38 - 42

Model Answer

Jesus promoted the human dignity of children and women by breaking cultural barriers,
affirming their worth, and showing compassion. In Mark 10:13-16, John 4:1-9, and Luke
7:36-39; 11:38—42, His actions reveal that all people, regardless of age, gender, or social
status, are valued in God’s kingdom.

Mark 10:13-16 — Jesus and the Children

(i)

Welcoming children — When disciples tried to stop children from approaching Him,
Jesus rebuked them and embraced the children.
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(ii)

(iii)

Blessing them — He laid hands on them, affirming their dignity and place in God’s
kingdom.

Teaching equality — He declared that the kingdom of God belongs to such as these,
showing children’s spiritual value.

John 4:1-9 — Jesus and the Samaritan Woman

(i)

(ii)

(i)

Breaking social barriers — Jesus spoke to a Samaritan woman, defying cultural norms
that marginalized women and Samaritans.

Offering living water — He gave her spiritual dignity by revealing God’s gift of eternal
life.

Recognition and respect — By engaging her in theological conversation, He affirmed
her intelligence and worth.

Luke 7:36-39 — Jesus and the Sinful Woman

(i)

(ii)

(i)

Acceptance of the marginalized — A woman known as sinful anointed Jesus’ feet; He
accepted her act of devotion despite social judgment.

Forgiveness and dignity — He declared her sins forgiven, restoring her dignity before
God and society.

Challenging prejudice — He rebuked the Pharisee’s judgmental attitude, teaching that
love and repentance matter more than social labels.

Luke 11:38-42 — Jesus and the Pharisees

(i)

(ii)

Criticizing hypocrisy — Jesus condemned Pharisees for focusing on outward rituals
while neglecting justice and love.

Defending dignity — His teaching emphasized that true holiness is found in
compassion, which protects the dignity of the vulnerable, including women and
children.

Ways Jesus Promoted Human Dignity of Children and Women

(i)

(ii)
(i)
(iv)
(v)

Inclusion — Welcoming those society excluded.
Compassion — Showing mercy and forgiveness.
Recognition — Affirming intelligence, faith, and worth.
Equality — Teaching that all belong to God’s kingdom.

Restoration — Healing, forgiving, and blessing to restore dignity.
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Scenario question 6

Imagine you are the archbishop of Uganda, explain how sexuality is appreciated as God’s
design of creation.

Model Answer

Christianity appreciates sexuality as God’s design of creation, seeing it as purposeful, sacred,
and integral to human dignity. It is not merely biological but a divine gift that reflects God’s
intention for love, unity, and life.

Biblical Foundations of Sexuality

(i) Created male and female — Genesis 1:27 shows that God created humanity in two
complementary sexes, both bearing His image.

(ii) Blessing of union — Genesis 2:24 teaches that man and woman are joined together in
marriage, becoming “one flesh.”

(iii) Fruitfulness — Sexuality is linked to God’s command to “be fruitful and multiply,”
affirming its role in procreation.

(iv) Sacred covenant — Sexuality within marriage reflects commitment, love, and
faithfulness.

Purposes of Sexuality in God’s Design

(i) Unity — Strengthens the bond of love between husband and wife.

(ii) Procreation — Ensures continuation of life and family.

(iii) Mutual support — Provides companionship and emotional fulfillment.

(iv) Human dignity — Affirms that sexuality is not shameful but part of God’s good
creation.

(v) Faithfulness — Calls for respect, fidelity, and responsibility in relationships.
Biblical Examples of Respect for Sexuality
(i) Song of Songs celebrates love and intimacy as beautiful and God-given.

(ii) 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 teaches that the body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, so sexuality
must be honored.

(iii) Hebrews 13:4 affirms marriage as honorable and the marriage bed as pure.
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Scenario question 7

Imagine you are the chairperson of Scripture Union, discuss the importance of self-respect in
terms of valuing your body, observing personal hygiene, protecting yourself from
communicable diseases, and abstinence from sex.

Model Answer

Self-respect is a vital Christian and moral value because it helps individuals recognize their
worth, care for themselves, and live responsibly. It is expressed in how one treats their body,
maintains hygiene, protects health, and makes wise choices about sexuality.

Importance of Self-Respect
(i) Valuing your own body
The body is God’s temple (1 Corinthians 6:19-20).

Respecting your body means avoiding harmful habits like drug abuse, reckless
behavior, or neglect.

It promotes confidence, dignity, and a positive self-image.

(ii) Observing personal hygiene
Cleanliness prevents disease and shows respect for oneself and others.
Good grooming and hygiene foster social acceptance and self-confidence.
It reflects discipline and responsibility in daily life.

(iii) Protecting self from communicable diseases

Self-respect means safeguarding health through vaccination, safe practices, and
avoiding risky behaviors.

It prevents suffering and ensures one can contribute positively to family and
community.

Protecting oneself also shows love for others by reducing the spread of illness.
(iv) Abstinence from sex

Abstinence before marriage preserves purity and prevents sexually transmitted
infections (STIs).

It avoids unwanted pregnancies and emotional harm.
It reflects discipline, respect for God’s design of sexuality, and dignity in relationships.
Practical Implications of Self-Respect

(i) Promotes healthy living and long life.
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(ii) Builds confidence and dignity in society.
(iii) Prevents shame, exploitation, and regret.

(iv) Strengthens moral values and obedience to God.

Scenario question 8

Imagine you are the village clergy, discuss the complementary nature of men and women to
the married couples.

Model Answer

Christian Religious Education emphasizes the complementary nature of men and women as
part of God’s design of creation. This teaching highlights equality in dignity, difference in
roles, and unity in purpose, showing that men and women are meant to support, complete,
and enrich one another.

Biblical Foundations
(i) Genesis 1:27 — Both male and female are created in God’s image, equal in dignity.

(ii) Genesis 2:18-24 — Woman is created as a “helper suitable” for man, showing
complementarity in roles and companionship.

(iii) Ephesians 5:21-33 — Husbands and wives are called to mutual love and respect,
reflecting unity and complementarity.

Importance of Complementarity
(i) Equality in dignity — Both men and women share the same worth before God.

(ii) Different but complementary roles — Men and women bring unique strengths to
family, community, and society.

(iii) Unity in marriage — Sexuality and family life are enriched by the union of male and
female.

(iv) Mutual support — Each helps the other grow spiritually, emotionally, and socially.

(v) Reflection of God’s love — Complementarity mirrors divine love and unity in creation.
Examples of Complementarity in Scripture

(i) Mary and Joseph — Cooperated in raising Jesus, showing shared responsibility.

(i) Priscilla and Aquila — Worked together in ministry, combining gifts for God’s mission.

(iii) Jesus and women disciples — Jesus valued women’s contributions, affirming their
dignity alongside men.
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Scenario question 8

Imagine you are the clan leader, discuss the ways in which the Africans promoted human
dignity.

Model Answer

Africans have historically promoted human dignity through cultural values, social practices,
and community structures that emphasize respect, equality, and solidarity. These traditions
highlight the worth of every individual and the importance of living harmoniously.

Ways Africans Promoted Human Dignity

(i)

(ii)

(i)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

Respect for elders — Elders were honored as custodians of wisdom and tradition,
ensuring that age and experience were valued.

Communal living — The principle of Ubuntu (“l am because we are”) emphasized
collective responsibility, mutual support, and respect for each person’s role in society.

Hospitality — Visitors and strangers were welcomed and cared for, affirming the
dignity of all people regardless of origin.

Marriage and family respect — Families upheld fidelity, care, and responsibility,
protecting the dignity of spouses and children.

Protection of the vulnerable — Widows, orphans, and the disabled were supported by
the community, showing compassion and inclusion.

Work and cooperation — Labor was shared communally, with dignity given to every
contribution, whether farming, herding, or craftwork.

Conflict resolution — Councils of elders and traditional justice systems promoted
reconciliation, protecting lives and restoring dignity.

Religious and spiritual respect — Belief in God, ancestors, and sacred rituals reinforced
the idea that life is holy and must be respected.

Examples in Practice

(i)

(ii)

(iii)
(iv)

Among the Baganda, elders guided clans, ensuring justice and respect for all
members.

The Maasai valued cattle-sharing and community support, protecting dignity through
generosity.

The Acholi used reconciliation rituals (Mato Oput) to restore dignity after conflict.

The Zulu and other Bantu peoples emphasized Ubuntu, affirming that dignity comes
from mutual respect.
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