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Senior 2 Geography (New curriculum) 

Vote Dr. Bbosa Science President of Uganda 2031→ 

 

Time, t, is now!!! 
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Term 1 

Theme: Mining and manufacturing in East Africa and North America 

Topic 2/3: DEVELOPMENT OF MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES IN EAST AFRICA 

 

Competency: After studying this topic, the learner should understand the advantages of 

developing manufacturing industries, the types and locations of manufacturing industries and 

the problems of developing manufacturing industries. 

 

Manufacturing industries 

Manufacturing industries are sectors of the economy that involve the processing of raw 

materials into finished goods using labor, machines, tools, and chemical or biological processes. 

They are a key part of industrial development and economic growth.  

 

Types of Manufacturing Industries 

(i) Agro-based Industries: Use agricultural raw materials. Examples: textile (cotton, wool), 

sugar, food processing. 

(ii) Forest-based Industries: Use forest products. Examples: paper, furniture, timber, rubber. 

(iii) Mineral-based Industries: Use minerals as raw materials. Examples: iron and steel, 

cement, aluminum. 

(iv) Chemical Industries: Produce chemicals, fertilizers, pharmaceuticals, plastics. 

(v) Engineering Industries: Manufacture machinery, vehicles, electronics. 

(vi) Consumer Goods Industries: Produce items for direct use — clothing, shoes, household 

goods. 
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Importance of Manufacturing Industries 

(i) Economic Growth: Contribute to GDP and national income. 

(ii) Employment: Provide jobs in factories and related services. 

(iii) Value Addition: Convert raw materials into more valuable products. 

(iv) Export Earnings: Manufactured goods are major exports. 

(v) Infrastructure Development: Support transport, energy, and communication sectors. 

(vi) Diversification: Reduce dependence on agriculture alone. 

 

Summary Table 

Industry Type Raw Material Examples 

Agro-based Crops, livestock Sugar, textiles, food processing 

Forest-based Timber, latex Paper, furniture, rubber 

Mineral-based Iron ore, limestone Steel, cement, aluminum 

Chemical Natural gas, minerals Fertilizers, plastics, drugs 

Engineering Metals, electronics Cars, machines, computers 

Consumer Goods Mixed inputs Clothing, shoes, household items 

 

Exercise 1 

1. What are manufacturing industries? 

2. Name two agro-based industries. 

3. Why are mineral-based industries important? 

4. Give one example of a forest-based industry. 

5. How do manufacturing industries support economic growth? 

     Answers 

1. They are industries that process raw materials into finished goods. 

2. Textile and sugar industries. 

3. They produce steel, cement, and other materials for construction and machinery. 

4. Paper industry. 

5. By creating jobs, adding value, and earning export income. 



P a g e  | 5 Download free primary notes from digitalteachers.co.ug website 
 

Scenario Question 

Manufacturing industries play a vital role in the economic development of East Africa. Imagine 

you are a geography student asked to explain the main types of manufacturing industries in East 

Africa and their importance. Give examples where possible. 

 

     Answer 

Types of Manufacturing Industries in East Africa 

(i) Agro-based Industries: Use agricultural raw materials. 

o Examples: Sugar factories (Jinja, Uganda), tea processing (Kericho, Kenya), coffee 

processing (Moshi, Tanzania). 

(ii) Textile Industries: Use cotton and sisal to produce fabrics and ropes. 

o Example: Nyanza Textile Industries in Uganda. 

(iii) Food Processing: Includes breweries, fish canning, and meat processing. 

o Example: Nile Breweries in Uganda. 

(iv) Chemical Industries: Produce fertilizers, cement, and pharmaceuticals. 

o Example: Tororo Cement Factory in Uganda. 

(v) Metal and Engineering Industries: Manufacture tools, machinery, and vehicles. 

o Example: Kenya Vehicle Manufacturers (Thika). 

(vi) Timber and Paper Industries: Use forest products to make paper, furniture, and 

plywood. 

Importance of Manufacturing in East Africa 

(i) Employment Creation: Provides jobs for thousands of people. 

(ii) Value Addition: Converts raw materials into finished products, increasing their value. 

(iii) Foreign Exchange Earnings: Export of manufactured goods brings revenue. 

(iv) Industrial Growth: Stimulates development of other sectors like transport and trade. 

(v) Improved Standards of Living: Provides affordable goods and services. 

(vi) Government Revenue: Taxes from industries support national budgets. 

(vii) Diversification of Economy: Reduces dependence on agriculture alone. 
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Types of Manufacturing Industries in East Africa 

Industry Type Main Products Examples of Locations 

Agro-based 

Industries 

Sugar, textiles, food 

processing, tea, coffee 

Uganda (Jinja, Lugazi, Kampala), Kenya 

(Nakuru, Kisumu, Thika), Tanzania 

(Morogoro, Arusha) 

Forest-based 

Industries 

Paper, timber, furniture Kenya (Webuye Paper Mills), Uganda 

(Namanve, Jinja), Tanzania (Iringa, Mbeya) 

Mineral-based 

Industries 

Cement, iron, steel, 

aluminum 

Kenya (Athi River Cement), Uganda (Tororo 

Cement, Steel Rolling Mills), Tanzania (Tanga 

Cement) 

Chemical Industries Fertilizers, plastics, 

pharmaceuticals 

Kenya (Nairobi Industrial Area), Uganda 

(Kampala, Namanve), Tanzania (Dar es 

Salaam) 

Engineering 

Industries 

Vehicle assembly, 

machinery, electronics 

Kenya (Thika Vehicle Assembly), Uganda 

(Namanve Industrial Park), Tanzania (Dar es 

Salaam) 

Textile and 

Garment Industries 

Cotton fabrics, clothing Uganda (Jinja, Kampala), Kenya (Thika, 

Eldoret), Tanzania (Morogoro) 

Food and Beverage 

Industries 

Breweries, dairy, soft 

drinks 

Uganda (Nile Breweries, Mukwano 

Industries), Kenya (Kenya Breweries, 

Brookside Dairy), Tanzania (Serengeti 

Breweries) 

 

Challenges Facing Manufacturing in East Africa 

(i) High cost of electricity and transport. 

(ii) Limited skilled labor and technology. 

(iii) Competition from imported goods. 

(iv) Inadequate raw materials and capital. 
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Toro cement, Uganda 

 

Exercise 2 

1. Name two agro-based industries in East Africa. 

2. Where is Tororo Cement located? 

3. Mention one forest-based industry in Kenya. 

4. Why is manufacturing important for East Africa’s economy? 

5. Give one challenge facing manufacturing industries. 

 

 

 

     Answers 

1. Sugar and textile industries. 

2. In Tororo, Uganda. 

3. Webuye Paper Mills. 

4. It creates jobs and adds value to raw materials. 



P a g e  | 8 Download free primary notes from digitalteachers.co.ug website 
 

5. High cost of electricity and transport. 

 

Scenario Question 

Manufacturing industries are vital for economic growth in East Africa. However, they face 

several challenges. Imagine you are a geography student asked to explain the challenges faced 

by manufacturing industries in East Africa and suggest possible solutions to these problems. Give 

examples where possible. 

     Answer 

Challenges Facing Manufacturing Industries 

(i) Shortage of Raw Materials: Many industries depend on imported raw materials, 

increasing costs. 

(ii) High Costs of Power: Frequent electricity shortages and high tariffs hinder production. 

(iii) Poor Infrastructure: Inadequate roads, railways, and ports make transport of goods 

expensive. 

(iv) Limited Capital: Industries lack funds for expansion and modernization. 

(v) Small Market Size: Low purchasing power reduces demand for manufactured goods. 

(vi) Competition: Cheap imports from Asia undermine local industries. 

(vii) Political Instability: Conflicts and poor governance discourage investment. 

(viii) Skilled Labour Shortage: Lack of trained personnel affects efficiency. 

     Solutions to Challenges 

(i) Use of Local Raw Materials: Promote agro-based industries using cotton, coffee, and 

sugarcane. 

(ii) Improved Power Supply: Invest in hydroelectric dams, solar, and geothermal energy. 

(iii) Infrastructure Development: Build better roads, railways, and modern ports. 

(iv) Government Support: Provide subsidies, tax incentives, and protect local industries. 

(v) Regional Integration: Expand markets through East African Community (EAC) 

cooperation. 

(vi) Training and Education: Establish technical schools to produce skilled labour. 

(vii) Encouraging Foreign Investment: Attract investors to provide capital and technology. 
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(viii) Diversification: Develop a variety of industries to reduce dependence on imports. 

 

 

General Activities in a Manufacturing Industry 

Activity Description Example 

Production Actual processing or assembling of 

raw materials into finished goods. 

Making textiles, assembling 

vehicles, producing cement. 

Quality Control Checking products to ensure they 

meet required standards. 

Testing strength of steel or 

purity of sugar. 

Maintenance Repairing and servicing machines 

and equipment. 

Lubricating factory machines, 

replacing worn parts. 

Packaging Wrapping or boxing finished goods 

for sale or transport. 

Bottling soft drinks, packing 

soap bars. 

Storage Keeping raw materials and finished 

goods safely before use or 

distribution. 

Warehouses for sugar or 

cement. 

Marketing and Sales Promoting and selling products 

locally or abroad. 

Advertising beverages or 

clothing. 

Research and 

Development (R&D) 

Improving production methods and 

developing new products. 

Designing new car models or 

eco-friendly packaging. 

Administration and 

Management 

Planning, organizing, and supervising 

factory operations. 

Managing staff, finances, and 

production schedules. 

Transportation and 

Distribution 

Moving raw materials to factories 

and finished goods to markets. 

Using trucks or trains for 

delivery. 

 

 Importance of these activities 

(i) Ensure smooth production and high-quality output. 

(ii) Create employment opportunities. 

(iii) Promote innovation and efficiency. 
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(iv) Support trade and economic growth. 

 

Exercise 3 

1. Name three main activities in a manufacturing industry. 

2. Why is quality control important? 

3. What is the role of research and development? 

4. Give one example of a packaging activity. 

5. How does transportation support manufacturing? 

 

     Answers 

1. Production, packaging, and marketing. 

2. It ensures products meet required standards. 

3. It helps improve products and production methods. 

4. Bottling soft drinks or wrapping soap. 

5. It moves goods from factories to markets efficiently. 

 

Effects of Manufacturing on the Environment 

(i) Air Pollution: Smoke, greenhouse gases, and toxic emissions. 

(ii) Water Pollution: Waste discharged into rivers and lakes. 

(iii) Soil Degradation: Dumping of chemicals reduces fertility. 

(iv) Noise Pollution: Heavy machinery disturbs communities. 

(v) Deforestation: Clearing land for factories and raw materials. 

(vi) Climate Change: Increased carbon emissions contribute to global warming. 

 

Mitigation Measures 

(i) Adopt Clean Technology 

  Switch to eco-friendly production methods to reduce emissions. 

• Use renewable energy sources (solar, wind) 

• Install filters on chimneys 
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• Replace outdated machinery with energy-efficient models 

(ii) Treat Industrial Waste 

  Proper treatment prevents pollution of water and soil. 

• Build waste treatment plants 

• Neutralize harmful chemicals before disposal 

• Recycle wastewater for irrigation 

(iii)  Promote Recycling and Reuse 

  Recycling reduces waste and conserves resources. 

• Recycle plastics, metals, and paper 

• Encourage circular economy practices 

• Reuse packaging materials 

(iv)  Enforce Environmental Policies 

  Government regulations ensure industries follow sustainable practices. 

• Implement strict pollution control laws 

• Monitor emissions and waste disposal 

• Penalize non-compliant industries 

(v)  Encourage Green Spaces 

  Planting trees and maintaining green belts reduces pollution. 

• Plant trees around factories 

• Create buffer zones 

• Support afforestation programs 

 

 Exercise 4 

1. Mention two effects of manufacturing on the environment. 

2. How does industrial waste affect water bodies? 

3. Give one way to reduce air pollution from factories. 

4. Why is recycling important in manufacturing industries? 

5. What role do government policies play in mitigating environmental effects? 
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     Answers 

1. Air pollution and soil degradation. 

2. It contaminates rivers and lakes, killing aquatic life. 

3. By installing filters on chimneys or using renewable energy. 

4. It reduces waste and conserves resources. 

5. They enforce laws and regulations to ensure industries follow sustainable practices. 

 

Scenario Question 

Industries are important for economic growth in East Africa, but they also affect the 

environment. Imagine you are a geography student asked to explain the environmental impacts 

of industries in East Africa and suggest possible solutions to these problems. Give examples 

where possible. 

 

     Answer 

Environmental Impacts of Industries 

(i) Air Pollution: Factories emit smoke and gases, causing respiratory diseases and climate 

change. 

(ii) Water Pollution: Industrial waste discharged into rivers and lakes contaminates water 

sources (e.g., Lake Victoria). 

(iii) Land Degradation: Dumping of solid waste reduces soil fertility and affects agriculture. 

(iv) Noise Pollution: Machinery and factory operations disturb communities and wildlife. 

(v) Deforestation: Clearing land for industrial sites destroys forests and habitats. 

(vi) Loss of Biodiversity: Pollution and deforestation threaten wildlife species. 

     Solutions to Environmental Impacts 

(i) Pollution Control: Treat industrial waste before disposal; use filters to reduce smoke 

emissions. 

(ii) Recycling and Waste Management: Reuse materials and properly dispose of industrial 

waste. 

(iii) Afforestation: Plant trees to replace those cut down for industrial expansion. 
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(iv) Strict Environmental Laws: Governments should enforce regulations against harmful 

practices. 

(v) Use of Clean Energy: Encourage solar, hydro, and wind power instead of fossil fuels. 

(vi) Community Awareness: Educate people on the importance of protecting the 

environment. 

(vii) Eco-friendly Technology: Adopt modern, less polluting machinery and production 

methods. 

 

Key Factors Influencing Industry Distribution 

(i) Raw materials Industries cluster near sources of inputs to reduce transport costs. 

o Sugar factories in Uganda (Kakira), Kenya (Mumias), Tanzania (Kilombero). 

o Cement plants near limestone deposits (Hima in Uganda, Bamburi in Kenya). 

(ii) Transport infrastructure Proximity to roads, railways, and ports ensures efficient 

movement of goods. 

o Kenya’s Mombasa port supports export-oriented industries. 

o Uganda’s industries concentrate along the Northern Corridor linking to Kenya. 

(iii) Energy supply Reliable electricity and fuel availability attract industries. 

o Hydropower in Uganda supports agro-processing and cement production. 

o Tanzania’s natural gas fields encourage chemical and petrochemical industries. 

(iv) Government policy Incentives like tax breaks, industrial parks, and export processing 

zones (EPZs) influence location. 

o Kenya’s EPZ Authority promotes textile and garment industries near Nairobi. 

o Uganda’s Namanve Industrial Park hosts diverse manufacturing firms. 

(v) Market proximity Industries locate near urban centers to access consumers. 

o Breweries and food processing plants thrive in Kampala, Nairobi, and Dar es Salaam. 

(vi) Labor availability Skilled and affordable labor pools attract industries. 

o Textile industries in Kenya and Uganda rely on semi-skilled labor. 

(vii) Capital investment Foreign direct investment (FDI) and local entrepreneurs determine 

industrial growth. 
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o Chinese investment in cement and steel industries across East Africa. 

 

Comparative Overview 

Factor Uganda Kenya Tanzania 

Raw 

materials 

Sugarcane, limestone Tea, coffee, limestone Cotton, natural gas 

Transport Northern Corridor Mombasa port, SGR 

railway 

Central Corridor, Dar 

port 

Energy Hydropower Geothermal, hydro Natural gas, hydro 

Policy Namanve Industrial 

Park 

EPZs near Nairobi SEZs in Dar es Salaam 

Markets Kampala Nairobi Dar es Salaam 

Labor Semi-skilled, 

affordable 

Skilled, diverse Semi-skilled, growing 

 

 Challenges Affecting Distribution 

(i) Poor infrastructure in rural areas limits industrial spread. 

(ii) High energy costs in some regions discourages investment. 

(iii) Political instability occasionally disrupts industrial growth. 

(iv) Competition from imports undermines local industries. 
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Exercise 5 

1. How do raw materials influence industry location?  

2. Why is transport infrastructure important for industry distribution?  

3. How does energy supply affect industrial growth?  

4. What role do government policies play in industrial distribution?  

5. Why do industries locate near markets?  

6. How does labor availability influence industry distribution 

7. How does poor infrastructure affect industry distribution?  

8. Why are high energy costs a challenge?  

9. How does political instability affect industries?  

10. Why is competition from imports a challenge?  

 

     Answers 

1.  Industries tend to locate near raw materials to reduce transport costs. For example, 

sugar factories are near sugarcane plantations (Kakira in Uganda, Mumias in Kenya). 

2. Good roads, railways, and ports allow easy movement of inputs and finished goods. 

Kenya’s industries benefit from Mombasa port and the Standard Gauge Railway. 

3. Industries require reliable power. Hydropower in Uganda and geothermal energy in 

Kenya attract industries needing stable electricity. 

4. Policies such as tax incentives, industrial parks, and export zones encourage industries to 

cluster in designated areas (e.g., Namanve Industrial Park in Uganda). 

5. Proximity to consumers reduces distribution costs. Breweries and food processors thrive 

in urban centers like Nairobi, Kampala, and Dar es Salaam. 

6. Industries need skilled and affordable labor. Textile industries in Kenya and Uganda rely 

on semi-skilled workers. 

7. Lack of good roads, railways, and electricity in rural areas limits industrial spread, 

concentrating industries in urban centers. 

8. Expensive electricity discourages investment, making industries less competitive 

compared to imports. 
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9. Conflicts and instability disrupt production, scare away investors, and damage 

infrastructure. 

10. Cheap imported goods undermine local industries, leading to closures and reduced 

growth. 

 

Scenario Question 

Industries in East Africa are not evenly distributed. Imagine you are a geography student asked 

to explain why industries are unevenly distributed in East Africa and discuss the challenges they 

face. Provide examples where possible. 

 

     Answer 

Factors Affecting Distribution of Industries 

(i) Availability of Raw Materials: Industries are located near sources of raw materials, e.g., 

sugar factories near sugarcane plantations in Jinja (Uganda). 

(ii) Power Supply: Reliable electricity attracts industries, e.g., hydroelectric power from River 

Nile supports industries in Uganda. 

(iii) Transport and Infrastructure: Good roads, railways, and ports encourage industrial 

growth in Nairobi and Dar es Salaam. 

(iv) Market Availability: Industries are located near urban centers where demand is high. 

(v) Labour Supply: Skilled and cheap labour attracts industries to towns and cities. 

(vi) Government Policies: Supportive policies, tax incentives, and industrial zones encourage 

distribution. 

(vii) Capital Availability: Areas with access to investment and foreign aid attract industries. 

 

 Challenges Affecting Distribution of Industries 

(i) Uneven Raw Material Distribution: Some regions lack resources, limiting industrial 

growth. 

(ii) Poor Infrastructure: Remote areas lack roads, electricity, and communication networks. 

(iii) Limited Capital: Many countries cannot afford to establish industries in rural areas. 
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(iv) Small Market Size: Low purchasing power reduces demand for manufactured goods. 

(v) Political Instability: Conflicts discourage investment in certain regions. 

(vi) Skilled Labour Shortage: Rural areas often lack trained workers. 

(vii) Competition: Cheap imports undermine local industries, limiting expansion. 

 

Value Addition 

Value addition is the Enhancing the economic worth of a product by processing, refining, or 

packaging it before sale. 

 

Example: Turning raw coffee beans into roasted, packaged coffee; refining gold into bullion; 

processing cotton into textiles. 

 

Importance of Value Addition in East Africa 

(i) Higher export earnings: Refined products fetch higher prices than raw materials. 

Uganda’s gold exports rose to $5.8 billion in 2025, largely due to refining before export. 

(ii) Job creation: Agro-processing, textile manufacturing, and mineral refining create 

employment opportunities for skilled and semi-skilled workers. 

(iii) Industrial growth: Processing industries stimulate related sectors such as packaging, 

transport, and marketing. 

(iv) Reduced dependency: Exporting raw materials leads to “value loss.” Processing locally 

ensures countries capture more wealth before goods leave the region. 

(v) Regional trade boost: Value-added goods encourage intra-EAC trade. Currently, intra-

regional trade is below 10%, partly because countries export similar raw materials 

without processing. 

(vi) Economic diversification: Moving beyond raw exports helps countries withstand global 

price fluctuations in commodities like coffee, tea, and minerals. 

 

Challenges Limiting Value Addition 

(i) Weak infrastructure: Poor transport and electricity hinder industrial processing. 
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(ii) High production costs: Expensive energy and machinery reduce competitiveness. 

(iii) Limited technology: Lack of modern refining and processing facilities. 

(iv) Policy gaps: Inconsistent government support and trade barriers within the EAC. 

 

Examples of Value Addition Opportunities 

Sector Raw Material Value Addition 

Agriculture Coffee, cotton, tea Roasting, textiles, packaged tea 

Mining Gold, graphite, 3T minerals Refining, smelting, certification 

Forestry Timber Furniture, paper, construction materials 

Livestock Milk, hides Dairy products, leather goods 

 

Summary 

(i) Value addition = processing raw materials into higher-value products. 

(ii) Importance: boosts earnings, jobs, trade, and industrial growth. 

(iii) Challenges: poor infrastructure, high costs, weak policies. 

 

Exercise 6 

1.  What is value addition?  

2. Why is value addition important for East African economies?  

3.  How does value addition contribute to employment?  

4.  In what way does value addition reduce dependency on raw exports?  

5.  Give examples of value addition in agriculture.  

6. What challenges limit value addition in East Africa?  

7. How does value addition promote regional trade?  

 

     Answers 

1. Value addition is the process of increasing the economic worth of raw materials by 

processing, refining, or packaging them into finished or semi-finished products. Example: 

turning raw coffee beans into roasted, packaged coffee. 
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2. It boosts export earnings, creates jobs, reduces reliance on raw exports, and strengthens 

industrial growth. 

3. Processing industries such as agro-processing, textiles, and mineral refining create jobs 

for both skilled and semi-skilled workers. 

4. By processing locally, countries capture more wealth instead of exporting raw materials 

cheaply and importing expensive finished goods. 

5. Roasting coffee, producing textiles from cotton, packaging tea, and processing milk into 

cheese and yogurt. 

6. Poor infrastructure, high production costs, limited technology, and weak government 

policies. 

7. Value-added goods encourage intra-EAC trade by diversifying products and reducing 

reliance on similar raw exports. 

 

Scenario Question 

East African countries export many raw materials such as coffee, cotton, and minerals. However, 

governments encourage value addition before export. Imagine you are a geography student 

asked to explain the importance of value addition and its limitations in East Africa. Give 

examples where possible. 

 

     Answer 

Importance of Value Addition 

(i) Increased Income: Finished goods fetch higher prices than raw materials (e.g., roasted 

coffee vs. raw beans). 

(ii) Employment Creation: Processing industries provide jobs for locals. 

(iii) Industrial Growth: Encourages establishment of factories and related industries. 

(iv) Foreign Exchange Earnings: Exporting processed goods brings more revenue. 

(v) Market Expansion: Processed goods meet international standards and attract wider 

markets. 

(vi) Improved Standards of Living: Affordable finished goods are available locally. 
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(vii) Economic Diversification: Reduces dependence on exporting raw materials only. 

 

Limitations of Value Addition 

(i) High Costs: Establishing processing plants requires heavy capital investment. 

(ii) Shortage of Skilled Labour: Few trained workers to operate modern machinery. 

(iii) Poor Infrastructure: Inadequate electricity, roads, and transport hinder processing. 

(iv) Small Market Size: Low purchasing power reduces demand for processed goods. 

(v) Competition: Cheap imports from abroad undermine local industries. 

(vi) Political Instability: Conflicts discourage investment in processing industries. 

(vii) Dependence on Foreign Technology: Reliance on imported machinery increases costs. 

 

 

Vote Dr. Bbosa Science President of Uganda 2031→ 

Time, t, is now!!! 

 Thank you  

Dr. Bbosa Science 


