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Senior 2 Geography (New curriculum) 

Vote Dr. Bbosa Science President of Uganda 2031→ 

 

Time, t, is now!!! 
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Term 2 

Theme: Fishing, wildlife conservation and tourism in East Africa 

Topic 2/3: WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AND TOURISM IN EAST AFRICA 

 

Competency: After studying this topic, the learner should understand the need for conserving 

wildlife, why tourists come to East Africa, what facilities they want, the benefits we get from 

tourism and how we can encourage more tourists to come. 

 
Wildlife in Uganda 
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Wildlife and Its Importance 

Wildlife refers to all living things—especially animals and plants—that live naturally in their 

environment without human control or domestication. Examples include lions, elephants, 

giraffes, zebras, and wild birds found in forests, grasslands, and national parks. 

 

Importance of Wildlife 

Aspect Explanation 

Ecological balance Wildlife helps maintain natural food chains and ecosystems. 

Tourism attraction Wild animals attract tourists, earning foreign exchange for 

countries. 

Source of food Some wild animals provide meat, fish, and honey. 

Scientific research Wildlife helps scientists study animal behavior and medicine. 

Cultural value Many communities use animal symbols in art, stories, and 

traditions. 

Education Wildlife is studied in schools to understand nature and 

conservation. 

Environmental 

protection 

Wild plants and animals help prevent soil erosion and maintain 

climate stability. 

 

Exercise 1 

1. What is wildlife? 

2. Mention four examples of wildlife found in East Africa. 

3. State any three reasons why wildlife is important. 

4. How does wildlife promote tourism? 

5. Why should people conserve wildlife? 

 

     Full-Sentence Answers 

1. Wildlife refers to all living things, especially animals and plants, that live naturally without 

human control. 
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2. Examples of wildlife found in East Africa include lions, elephants, giraffes, and zebras. 

3. Wildlife is important because it maintains ecological balance, attracts tourists, and 

provides food and research opportunities. 

4. Wildlife promotes tourism because people travel to see wild animals in national parks, 

bringing income to the country. 

5. People should conserve wildlife to protect endangered species and maintain 

environmental balance. 

 

Scenario Question 

"Imagine you are a geography student asked to explain the importance of wildlife to the 

environment and the economy of East Africa. In your answer, give examples of how wildlife 

contributes to ecological balance, tourism, and education." 

 

     Suggested Answer 

Wildlife refers to all living things, especially animals and plants, that live naturally without 

human control. 

Importance of wildlife 

1. Wildlife maintains ecological balance by keeping food chains stable. For example, lions 

control herbivore populations, while herbivores like zebras prevent overgrowth of 

grasslands. 

2. Wildlife promotes tourism, as animals such as elephants, giraffes, and lions attract 

visitors to national parks like Serengeti and Queen Elizabeth, earning foreign exchange 

for East African countries. 

3. Wildlife supports education and research, because students and scientists study animal 

behavior, ecosystems, and conservation methods. 

4. Wildlife has cultural and social value, since many communities use animal symbols in 

traditions, stories, and art. 

5. Wildlife contributes to environmental protection, as wild plants prevent soil erosion and 

forests regulate rainfall and climate. 
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Wild life concepts 

(i) National Park A large area set aside by the government to protect wildlife, plants, and 

natural scenery. Activities like tourism, research, and education are allowed, but 

exploitation is restricted. Example: Serengeti National Park in Tanzania, Queen Elizabeth 

National Park in Uganda. 

(ii) Game/Wildlife Reserve An area where wild animals are protected but controlled hunting 

or grazing may be permitted under strict rules. Example: Maasai Mara Game Reserve in 

Kenya. 

(iii) Sanctuary A safe place where animals, especially endangered species, are fully protected 

from hunting and disturbance. Example: Ngamba Island Chimpanzee Sanctuary in 

Uganda. 

(iv) Historic Site A location preserved because of its importance in human history, such as 

monuments, battlefields, or ancient buildings. Example: Kasubi Tombs in Uganda. 

(v) Prehistoric Site A place with remains from early human life before written history, often 

including fossils, tools, or rock paintings. Example: Olduvai Gorge in Tanzania. 

 

        Proper Accommodation for tourists 

 

Factors Influencing Tourism Development in Uganda & East Africa 

(i) Natural Attractions 

National parks (e.g., Queen Elizabeth, Serengeti, Maasai Mara). 

Unique wildlife such as gorillas, elephants, lions, and flamingos. 

Scenic features like Lake Victoria, Mount Kilimanjaro, and the Great Rift Valley. 
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(ii) Cultural Heritage 

Historic sites like Kasubi Tombs (Uganda) and Fort Jesus (Kenya). 

Prehistoric sites such as Olduvai Gorge (Tanzania). 

Traditional dances, crafts, and festivals attract cultural tourism. 

(iii) Government Policies 

Investment in infrastructure (roads, airports, hotels). 

Marketing campaigns branding Uganda as the “Pearl of Africa.” 

Regional cooperation through the East African Community (EAC) to harmonize tourism 

policies.  

(iv) Accessibility & Infrastructure 

Improved transport networks (Entebbe International Airport, highways). 

Expansion of hospitality services (lodges, resorts, eco-tourism facilities). 

(v) Security & Stability 

Political stability and safety encourage international visitors. 

Conservation laws protect wildlife from poaching. 

(vi) Global Trends 

Post-pandemic recovery with Africa reaching 96% of pre-COVID tourism levels by 2023. 

Increased demand for eco-tourism and sustainable travel.  

 

Exercise 2 

1. Mention two natural attractions that promote tourism in Uganda. 

2. How do cultural sites contribute to tourism in East Africa? 

3. State two government measures that support tourism development. 

4. Why is infrastructure important for tourism growth? 

5. Explain one way global trends influence tourism in East Africa. 

 

     Answers 

1. Natural attractions include gorillas in Bwindi Impenetrable Forest and Lake Victoria. 
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2. Cultural sites like Kasubi Tombs and Olduvai Gorge attract tourists interested in history 

and heritage. 

3. Government measures include investing in infrastructure and promoting conservation 

policies. 

4. Infrastructure such as airports and hotels makes tourist destinations accessible and 

comfortable. 

5. Global trends like eco-tourism and post-pandemic recovery increase tourist arrivals to 

East Africa. 

 

Scenario Question 

"You are a tourism officer in Uganda preparing a report for the Ministry of Tourism. Explain the 

factors that have influenced the development of tourism in Uganda and the rest of East Africa, 

giving examples from national parks, cultural sites, and infrastructure." 

 

     Suggested Answer 

(i) Natural attractions → East Africa has diverse wildlife such as gorillas in Bwindi, lions in 

Serengeti, and flamingos in Lake Nakuru, which attract tourists. 

(ii) Cultural heritage → Sites like Kasubi Tombs (Uganda), Fort Jesus (Kenya), and Olduvai 

Gorge (Tanzania) promote cultural and historical tourism. 

(iii) Government policies → Investment in infrastructure, conservation laws, and regional 

cooperation through the East African Community (EAC) have boosted tourism. 

(iv) Infrastructure development → Airports such as Entebbe and Kilimanjaro, good roads, 

and hotels make destinations accessible and comfortable. 

(v) Security and stability → Peaceful conditions and protection of wildlife encourage 

international visitors. 

(vi) Global trends → Growing interest in eco-tourism and sustainable travel has increased 

tourist arrivals. 
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Kasubi tombs 

Why Tourism is a Form of Trade 

(i) Foreign exchange earnings → Tourists pay for accommodation, transport, park entry, 

and souvenirs, bringing money into the country. 

(ii) Employment creation → Tourism provides jobs for guides, hotel workers, drivers, and 

artisans. 

(iii) Market for local products → Tourists buy crafts, food, and cultural items, supporting 

local businesses. 

(iv) Infrastructure development → Roads, airports, and hotels improve because of tourism 

demand, benefiting trade in general. 

(v) Cultural exchange → Tourism promotes understanding between nations, strengthening 

international relations and trade links. 

 

Exercise 3 

1. Why is tourism considered a form of trade? 

2. Mention two ways tourism brings income to a country. 

3. How does tourism create employment? 

4. Give one example of how tourism supports local businesses. 

5. Explain how tourism contributes to infrastructure development. 
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     Answers 

1. Tourism is considered a form of trade because tourists pay for services like 

accommodation, transport, and entry fees, which generate income. 

2. Tourism brings income through foreign exchange earnings and spending on hotels, 

transport, and attractions. 

3. Tourism creates employment by providing jobs for tour guides, hotel staff, drivers, and 

artisans. 

4. Tourism supports local businesses when tourists buy crafts, food, and cultural items. 

5. Tourism contributes to infrastructure development by encouraging governments to build 

better roads, airports, and hotels. 

 

Tourists 

A tourist is a person who travels away from their usual place of residence to another location for 

leisure, education, business, or cultural experience, usually for more than 24 hours but less than 

a year. 

 

Why Tourists Come 

(i) Wildlife and scenery → To see animals like lions, elephants, and gorillas, and enjoy 

landscapes such as mountains and lakes. 

(ii) Culture and heritage → To visit historic sites, museums, and traditional festivals. 

(iii) Education and research → To study ecosystems, history, or archaeology. 

(iv) Business and conferences → To attend meetings, trade fairs, or international events. 

(v) Adventure and leisure → Activities like mountain climbing, rafting, or beach holidays. 
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Facilities Tourists Need 

Facility Purpose 

Transport Airports, buses, trains, and boats to reach destinations. 

Accommodation Hotels, lodges, campsites, and guesthouses for staying. 

Food and drinks Restaurants, cafes, and local markets. 

Communication Internet, phone services, and tourist information centers. 

Security Police, park rangers, and medical services for safety. 

Recreation Parks, beaches, cultural centers, and entertainment venues. 

 

Exercise 4 

1. Who is a tourist? 

2. Mention three reasons why tourists come to East Africa. 

3. Give two examples of facilities tourists need. 

4. Why is accommodation important for tourists? 

5. How does transport influence tourism? 

 

     Answers 

1. A tourist is a person who travels away from home for leisure, education, business, or 

cultural experience. 

2. Tourists come to East Africa for wildlife and scenery, cultural heritage, and adventure 

activities. 

3. Facilities tourists need include transport, accommodation, food, and communication 

services. 

4. Accommodation is important because tourists need safe and comfortable places to stay 

during their visit. 

5. Transport influences tourism by making destinations accessible and convenient for 

visitors. 
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Scenario Question 

"Imagine you are advising the Ministry of Trade in Uganda. Explain why tourism is an important 

form of trade and describe the factors that promote its development in East Africa." 

 

     Suggested Answer 

Importance of tourism 

Tourism as trade → Tourism is important because it brings foreign exchange, creates jobs, and 

supports local businesses through the sale of crafts, food, and cultural items. 

 

Factors that promote tourism 

(i) Natural attractions → Wildlife such as gorillas, lions, and elephants, plus features like 

Lake Victoria and Mount Kilimanjaro, attract visitors. 

(ii) Cultural heritage → Historic sites like Kasubi Tombs and Olduvai Gorge promote cultural 

tourism. 

(iii) Government policies → Investment in infrastructure, conservation laws, and regional 

cooperation through the East African Community (EAC) encourage tourism growth. 

(iv) Infrastructure development → Airports, roads, hotels, and lodges make destinations 

accessible and comfortable. 

(v) Security and stability → Peaceful conditions and protection of wildlife encourage 

international visitors. 

(vi) Global trends → Eco-tourism and sustainable travel are increasingly popular, boosting 

arrivals. 

 

Main Source Countries of Tourists to East Africa 

(i) United States 

The USA is consistently the largest single source market for Kenya, Tanzania, and 

Uganda. 

American tourists are drawn to safari experiences (Serengeti, Maasai Mara, Bwindi 

gorilla trekking). 
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(ii) United Kingdom 

UK tourists are attracted by historic ties, wildlife safaris, and beach holidays in Zanzibar 

and Mombasa. 

Strong flight connections from London to Nairobi and Entebbe support this flow. 

(iii) Germany 

German visitors are known for eco-tourism and adventure travel, including Kilimanjaro 

climbing and gorilla trekking. 

(iv) India 

India provides a growing market, especially for business tourism and diaspora visits. 

Nairobi and Kampala host many Indian business communities, encouraging family and 

cultural tourism. 

(v) China 

Chinese tourists are increasing due to direct flights and investment ties. 

They often visit for wildlife safaris, cultural tours, and business conferences. 

(vi) Regional/EAC Tourism 

Intra-East African tourism accounts for about 40% of arrivals. 

• Many Ugandans, Kenyans, Tanzanians, and Rwandans travel within the region for leisure, 

trade, and cultural events. 

 

Exercise 5 

1. Name two countries outside Africa from which most tourists to East Africa come. 

2. Why do many tourists from the USA visit East Africa? 

3. Mention one reason why UK tourists are attracted to East Africa. 

4. How does intra-regional tourism contribute to East Africa’s tourism industry? 

5. State one factor that has led to an increase in Chinese tourists visiting East Africa. 

 

     Answers 

1. The USA and the UK are two major source countries. 
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2. Many USA tourists visit East Africa for wildlife safaris such as Serengeti and gorilla 

trekking. 

3. UK tourists are attracted by historic ties and beach holidays in Zanzibar and Mombasa. 

4. Intra-regional tourism contributes by making up about 40% of arrivals, supporting local 

economies. 

5. Direct flights and investment ties have increased Chinese tourist arrivals. 

 

Domestic Tourism 

Domestic tourism is the activity of traveling within one’s own country for leisure, education, 

business, or cultural experience. 

A person who travels inside their country is called a domestic tourist. 

Example: A Ugandan visiting Murchison Falls National Park or a Kenyan traveling to Maasai 

Mara Game Reserve. 

 

Importance of Domestic Tourism 

(i) Economic growth → Generates income for local businesses such as hotels, restaurants, 

and transport services. 

(ii) Employment → Creates jobs for tour guides, drivers, and artisans. 

(iii) Cultural awareness → Helps citizens appreciate their own traditions, history, and 

heritage. 

(iv) National unity → Encourages people to explore different regions, promoting 

understanding among communities. 

(v) Infrastructure development → Roads, hotels, and communication facilities improve to 

support tourism. 

 

Exercise 6 

1. What is domestic tourism? 

2. Give two examples of domestic tourism in Uganda. 

3. Mention three reasons why domestic tourism is important. 
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4. How does domestic tourism promote national unity? 

5. Why should governments encourage domestic tourism? 

 

     Answers 

1. Domestic tourism is traveling within one’s own country for leisure, education, or 

business. 

2. Examples include visiting Murchison Falls National Park and the Source of the Nile in 

Jinja. 

3. Domestic tourism is important because it generates income, creates jobs, and promotes 

cultural awareness. 

4. Domestic tourism promotes national unity by encouraging citizens to visit different 

regions and appreciate diverse cultures. 

5. Governments should encourage domestic tourism because it strengthens the economy 

and helps citizens value their heritage. 

Scenario Question 

"Imagine you are a student preparing a report for the Uganda Tourism Board. Explain what 

domestic tourism means, why it is important, and give examples of facilities and attractions that 

promote it in Uganda." 

      Answer 

1. Meaning of domestic tourism → Domestic tourism is when citizens travel within their 

own country for leisure, education, or business. 

2. Importance → It generates income for local businesses, creates jobs, promotes cultural 

awareness, and strengthens national unity. 

3. Examples of attractions → Ugandans visiting Murchison Falls National Park, the Source 

of the Nile in Jinja, or Kasubi Tombs in Kampala. 

4. Facilities needed → Hotels, lodges, transport services, restaurants, and communication 

centers. 

5. Government role → Investment in infrastructure, conservation policies, and promotion 

of local tourism campaigns. 
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Why We Should Preserve Wildlife 

(i) Ecological balance → Wildlife maintains food chains and ecosystems. 

(ii) Tourism income → Wild animals attract tourists, earning foreign exchange. 

(iii) Scientific research → Wildlife helps scientists study medicine, behavior, and biodiversity. 

(iv) Cultural value → Many communities use animals in traditions, art, and stories. 

(v) Education → Wildlife is studied in schools to understand nature and conservation. 

(vi) Environmental protection → Forests and wild plants prevent soil erosion and regulate 

climate. 

 

Mabere tombs 

 

Challenges Facing Wildlife Conservation in East Africa 

Challenge Explanation Example 

Poaching Illegal hunting for ivory, skins, and 

bushmeat. 

Elephants killed for tusks. 

Population pressure Expanding settlements reduce wildlife 

habitats. 

Encroachment on national 

parks. 

Deforestation Cutting forests destroys habitats. Loss of chimpanzee 

habitats. 
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Challenge Explanation Example 

Climate change Alters rainfall, vegetation, and water 

sources. 

Drought affecting savanna 

animals. 

Weak enforcement Laws exist but corruption and poor 

monitoring hinder protection. 

Illegal logging despite 

bans. 

Human-wildlife 

conflict 

Animals destroy crops or attack 

livestock. 

Elephants raiding farms. 

 

Exercise 7 

1. Why is it important to preserve wildlife? 

2. Mention two ways wildlife contributes to the economy of East Africa. 

3. State three challenges facing wildlife conservation. 

4. How does population growth affect wildlife? 

5. Suggest one solution to overcome poaching. 

 

     Answers 

1. It is important to preserve wildlife because it maintains ecological balance and supports 

tourism. 

2. Wildlife contributes to the economy through foreign exchange earnings from tourism 

and jobs in conservation. 

3. Challenges include poaching, deforestation, and human-wildlife conflict. 

4. Population growth reduces wildlife habitats as people settle and farm near protected 

areas. 

5. One solution to poaching is strengthening law enforcement and community awareness 

programs. 
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Scenario Question 

"Imagine you are a tourism student asked to advise the Uganda Wildlife Authority. Explain why it 

is important to conserve tourist attractions such as national parks, game reserves, and cultural 

sites, and describe the challenges faced in conserving them in East Africa." 

 

     Answer 

Importance of conservation 

(i) Conserving tourist attractions maintains wildlife and natural beauty, which are the 

backbone of tourism. 

(ii) It ensures sustainable tourism income through foreign exchange and job creation. 

(iii) Conservation protects cultural heritage like Kasubi Tombs and Olduvai Gorge for future 

generations. 

(iv) It supports education and research, as students and scientists study ecosystems and 

history. 

(v) Preserving attractions strengthens national identity and pride. 

 

Challenges of conservation 

(i) Poaching: Illegal hunting of elephants for ivory and rhinos for horns. 

(ii) Population pressure: Encroachment on parks due to farming and settlement. 

(iii) Deforestation: Cutting trees for fuel and timber destroys habitats. 

(iv) Climate change: Alters rainfall and vegetation, affecting wildlife survival. 

(v) Weak enforcement of laws: Corruption and limited resources hinder protection. 

(vi) Human-wildlife conflict: Animals raid crops or attack livestock, causing hostility from 

communities. 

 

Why Tourists Love Natural Scenery 

(i) Beauty and relaxation → Landscapes such as mountains, lakes, waterfalls, and savannas 

provide peace and escape from busy urban life. 
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(ii) Adventure opportunities → Natural scenery offers activities like hiking, mountain 

climbing, rafting, and camping. 

(iii) Photography and art → Tourists capture breathtaking views for memories and creative 

inspiration. 

(iv) Educational value → Scenery helps visitors learn about geography, ecosystems, and 

conservation. 

Why Tourists Love Wild Animals 

(i) Unique wildlife → East Africa is home to gorillas, lions, elephants, giraffes, zebras, and 

flamingos, which many tourists cannot see elsewhere. 

(ii) Safari experiences → Game drives in Serengeti, Maasai Mara, and Queen Elizabeth 

National Park are world-famous. 

(iii) Conservation interest → Tourists want to support efforts to protect endangered species. 

(iv) Cultural connection → Animals feature in local traditions, stories, and art, enriching the 

tourist experience. 

 

Exercise 8 

1. Why are tourists attracted to natural scenery? 

2. Mention two adventure activities tourists enjoy in natural areas. 

3. Give three examples of wild animals that attract tourists to East Africa. 

4. How does wildlife tourism support conservation? 

5. Why is photography important in tourism? 

 

     Answers 

1. Tourists are attracted to natural scenery because it provides beauty, relaxation, and 

escape from urban life. 

2. Adventure activities include hiking and mountain climbing. 

3. Examples of wild animals include lions, elephants, and gorillas. 

4. Wildlife tourism supports conservation by generating income that funds protection of 

endangered species. 
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5. Photography is important because it allows tourists to capture memories and share 

experiences with others. 

 

Problems Brought by Tourism 

(i) Environmental degradation 

Overcrowding in national parks damages vegetation and disturbs wildlife. 

Pollution from vehicles, litter, and waste harms ecosystems. 

(ii) Wildlife disturbance 

Tourists may scare animals, disrupt breeding, or cause stress. 

Feeding wild animals changes their natural behavior. 

(iii) Cultural erosion 

Local traditions may be commercialized or lost due to foreign influence. 

Communities may abandon cultural practices to meet tourist expectations. 

(iv) Economic imbalance 

Tourism income often benefits foreign companies more than local communities. 

Prices of goods and services rise in tourist areas, making life harder for locals. 

(v) Social problems 

Increased crime, drug use, or exploitation in tourist towns. 

Conflicts between tourists and locals over resources. 

(vi) Pressure on infrastructure 

Roads, airports, and hotels may become overcrowded. 

Strain on water, electricity, and health services. 

Exercise 9 

1. Mention two environmental problems caused by tourism. 

2. How does tourism disturb wildlife? 

3. Explain one way tourism can affect local culture. 

4. Why does tourism sometimes create economic imbalance? 

5. State one social problem caused by tourism. 
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     Answers 

1. Environmental problems include pollution and destruction of vegetation. 

2. Tourism disturbs wildlife by scaring animals and disrupting breeding patterns. 

3. Tourism can affect local culture by commercializing traditions or causing cultural erosion. 

4. Tourism creates economic imbalance when foreign companies benefit more than local 

communities. 

5. One social problem caused by tourism is increased crime in tourist towns. 

 

Scenario Question 

"Imagine you are a geography student preparing a presentation for your class. Explain the 

advantages and disadvantages of tourism in East Africa, giving examples from Uganda, Kenya, 

and Tanzania." 

 

      Answer 

Advantages of Tourism 

(i) Foreign exchange earnings → Tourists pay for accommodation, transport, and park entry, 

bringing income to countries. 

(ii) Employment creation → Tourism provides jobs for guides, hotel workers, drivers, and 

artisans. 

(iii) Infrastructure development → Roads, airports, and hotels improve to support tourism. 

(iv) Cultural exchange → Tourists learn about local traditions, while communities gain 

exposure to new cultures. 

(v) Conservation support → Tourism funds wildlife protection and national parks. 

 

Disadvantages of Tourism 

(i) Environmental degradation → Overcrowding damages vegetation and disturbs wildlife. 

(ii) Wildlife disturbance → Animals may be stressed or displaced by tourist activities. 

(iii) Cultural erosion → Local traditions may be commercialized or lost due to foreign 

influence. 
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(iv) Economic imbalance → Foreign companies often benefit more than local communities. 

(v) Social problems → Increased crime, drug use, or conflicts in tourist towns. 

 

Challenges Facing Tourism in East Africa 

(i) Poaching → Illegal hunting reduces wildlife populations, especially elephants and rhinos. 

(ii) Population pressure → Expansion of settlements and farming encroaches on national 

parks and reserves. 

(iii) Deforestation → Cutting down forests destroys habitats and reduces scenic beauty. 

(iv) Climate change → Alters rainfall patterns, affects vegetation, and reduces water sources 

for wildlife. 

(v) Poor infrastructure → Limited roads, airports, and hotels make some attractions 

inaccessible. 

(vi) Political instability → Insecurity discourages international visitors. 

(vii) Human-wildlife conflict → Animals raid crops or attack livestock, causing hostility from 

communities. 

(viii) Weak enforcement of laws → Corruption and limited resources hinder conservation 

efforts. 

     Solutions to Tourism Challenges 

(i) Strengthen law enforcement → Increase patrols, punish poachers, and reduce 

corruption. 

(ii) Community involvement → Engage locals in conservation projects and share tourism 

benefits. 

(iii) Reforestation programs → Plant trees to restore habitats and protect scenery. 

(iv) Climate adaptation → Promote eco-tourism and sustainable farming to reduce climate 

impacts. 

(v) Improve infrastructure → Build better roads, airports, and hotels to attract more 

tourists. 

(vi) Promote peace and stability → Strengthen regional cooperation and security measures. 
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(vii) Education and awareness → Teach communities and tourists about conservation and 

responsible tourism. 

 

Exercise 10 

1. Mention two challenges facing tourism in East Africa. 

2. How does population pressure affect tourism? 

3. State two solutions to poaching. 

4. Why is infrastructure important for tourism development? 

5. Suggest one way communities can be involved in conservation. 

     Answers 

1. Challenges include poaching and deforestation. 

2. Population pressure reduces wildlife habitats as people settle and farm near protected 

areas. 

3. Solutions to poaching include strengthening law enforcement and increasing patrols. 

4. Infrastructure is important because it makes tourist destinations accessible and 

comfortable. 

5. Communities can be involved by sharing tourism benefits and participating in 

conservation projects. 

 

Scenario Question 

"You are a tourism officer working for the East African Community. Write a report explaining the 

main challenges facing tourism in East Africa and suggest solutions to overcome them, using 

examples from Uganda, Kenya, and Tanzania." 

 

     Suggested Answer 

Challenges Facing Tourism 

(i) Poaching → Illegal hunting reduces wildlife populations such as elephants and rhinos. 

(ii) Population pressure → Farming and settlement encroach on national parks and reserves. 

(iii) Deforestation → Cutting trees for fuel and timber destroys habitats and scenic beauty. 
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(iv) Climate change → Alters rainfall patterns, affects vegetation, and reduces water sources 

for wildlife. 

(v) Poor infrastructure → Limited roads, airports, and hotels make attractions less 

accessible. 

(vi) Political instability → Insecurity discourages international visitors. 

(vii) Human-wildlife conflict → Animals raid crops or attack livestock, causing hostility from 

communities. 

(viii) Weak enforcement of laws → Corruption and limited resources hinder conservation 

efforts. 

     Solutions to Tourism Challenges 

(i) Strengthen law enforcement → Increase patrols, punish poachers, and reduce 

corruption. 

(ii) Community involvement → Engage locals in conservation projects and share tourism 

benefits. 

(iii) Reforestation programs → Plant trees to restore habitats and protect scenery. 

(iv) Climate adaptation → Promote eco-tourism and sustainable farming to reduce climate 

impacts. 

(v) Improve infrastructure → Build better roads, airports, and hotels to attract more 

tourists. 

(vi) Promote peace and stability → Strengthen regional cooperation and security measures. 

(vii) Education and awareness → Teach communities and tourists about conservation and 

responsible tourism. 
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The Need for Political Stability and Security in Tourism Development 

Tourism thrives best in environments where visitors feel safe and welcome. In East Africa, 

political stability and security are essential if the region is to fully benefit from its rich natural 

and cultural attractions. 

 

Why Political Stability and Security Matter 

(i) Confidence for tourists → Visitors are more likely to travel to destinations where they 

feel safe from violence, crime, or political unrest. 

(ii) Investment attraction → Stable governments encourage investors to build hotels, 

lodges, and transport facilities. 

(iii) Smooth operations → Peaceful conditions ensure airlines, tour companies, and parks 

operate without disruption. 

(iv) Positive image → Countries with stability build a good international reputation, 

attracting more tourists. 

(v) Community participation → Security allows locals to engage in tourism activities without 

fear, ensuring benefits are shared. 

 

Problems When Stability and Security Are Lacking 

(i) Decline in tourist arrivals → Political unrest or terrorism scares away international 

visitors. 

(ii) Loss of income → Fewer tourists mean reduced foreign exchange and job losses. 

(iii) Damage to reputation → Negative media coverage discourages future visits. 

(iv) Community suffering → Local businesses depending on tourism collapse. 

 

     Solutions to Ensure Stability and Security 

(i) Strengthen law enforcement → Train police and park rangers to protect tourists and 

wildlife. 

(ii) Regional cooperation → East African countries can work together to maintain peace and 

share intelligence. 
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(iii) Promote good governance → Transparent leadership reduces corruption and unrest. 

(iv) Community involvement → Locals should benefit from tourism, making them partners in 

protecting attractions. 

(v) Tourist awareness → Provide clear information on safe travel routes and emergency 

contacts. 

 

Exercise 11 

1. Why is political stability important for tourism development? 

2. Mention two problems caused by insecurity in tourism areas. 

3. State two solutions to improve security for tourists. 

4. How does stability attract investment in tourism? 

5. Explain one way communities can help ensure tourism security. 

 

     Answers 

1. Political stability is important because it gives tourists confidence and encourages 

investment. 

2. Problems caused by insecurity include decline in tourist arrivals and loss of income. 

3. Solutions include strengthening law enforcement and promoting regional cooperation. 

4. Stability attracts investment because investors feel confident their businesses will 

operate without disruption. 

5. Communities can help by participating in tourism projects and protecting attractions. 

 

Scenario Question 

"Imagine you are a tourism consultant presenting to the East African Community. Explain why 

political stability and security are necessary for tourism development, and suggest measures 

governments can take to ensure stability and attract more tourists." 
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     Suggested Answer 

Need for Political Stability 

(i) Confidence for tourists → Visitors feel safe and are more willing to travel when there is 

peace. 

(ii) Investment attraction → Stable governments encourage investors to build hotels, 

lodges, and transport facilities. 

(iii) Smooth operations → Airlines, tour companies, and parks function without disruption in 

peaceful conditions. 

(iv) Positive image → Countries with stability build a good international reputation, 

attracting more tourists. 

(v) Community participation → Security allows locals to engage in tourism activities without 

fear, ensuring benefits are shared. 

 

     Measures to Ensure Stability 

(i) Strengthen law enforcement → Train police and park rangers to protect tourists and 

wildlife. 

(ii) Promote good governance → Transparent leadership reduces corruption and unrest. 

(iii) Regional cooperation → East African countries can share intelligence and work together 

to maintain peace. 

(iv) Community involvement → Locals should benefit from tourism, making them partners in 

protecting attractions. 

(v) Tourist awareness → Provide clear information on safe travel routes and emergency 

contacts. 

(vi) Conflict resolution → Address ethnic, political, or land disputes to prevent instability. 

 

Competing for Tourists Internationally 

When we attract tourists, we must understand that East Africa is competing with other 

countries around the world. Tourists have many choices, and they compare destinations before 

deciding where to spend their money and time. 
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Why Competition Exists 

(i) Global destinations → Tourists can choose between East Africa, Southern Africa, Europe, 

Asia, or the Americas. 

(ii) Similar attractions → Countries like South Africa, Thailand, or Brazil also offer wildlife, 

beaches, and cultural heritage. 

(iii) Quality of services → Tourists compare hotels, transport, and customer service across 

countries. 

(iv) Safety and stability → Destinations with peace and security attract more visitors. 

(v) Marketing and promotion → Countries that advertise effectively capture more 

attention. 

 

Bwindi Impenetrable National Park 

  

How East Africa Can Compete Successfully 

(i) Unique wildlife → Promote gorilla trekking, the Great Migration, and diverse bird 

species. 

(ii) Rich culture → Highlight traditions, music, dances, and historic sites like Kasubi Tombs 

and Olduvai Gorge. 

(iii) Improved infrastructure → Build better roads, airports, and hotels to match global 

standards. 

(iv) Strong marketing → Use digital campaigns, international fairs, and partnerships to 

promote destinations. 

(v) Peace and security → Ensure tourists feel safe, which builds confidence and reputation. 
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(vi) Eco-tourism → Offer sustainable travel experiences that appeal to modern tourists. 

 

Exercise 12 

1. Why do countries compete for tourists? 

2. Mention two ways East Africa can compete with other destinations. 

3. How does safety influence tourist choices? 

4. Give one example of a unique attraction in East Africa. 

5. Why is marketing important in tourism competition? 

     Answers 

1. Countries compete for tourists because visitors have many global options and compare 

destinations. 

2. East Africa can compete by promoting unique wildlife and improving infrastructure. 

3. Safety influences tourist choices because visitors prefer peaceful destinations where they 

feel secure. 

4. A unique attraction in East Africa is gorilla trekking in Bwindi Forest. 

5. Marketing is important because it helps countries attract attention and convince tourists 

to visit. 

 

Scenario question 

"Imagine you are a tourism planner for Uganda. You are asked to explain to the Ministry of 

Tourism why Uganda must compete with other countries to attract tourists, and suggest 

strategies that can help Uganda stand out against destinations like Kenya, Tanzania, and South 

Africa." 

 

     Suggested Answer 

Need to Compete 

(i) Tourists have many choices → They compare destinations worldwide before deciding 

where to visit. 
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(ii) Similar attractions elsewhere → Countries like Kenya and Tanzania also offer safaris and 

beaches. 

(iii) Global competition → South Africa, Thailand, and Brazil compete with East Africa by 

promoting wildlife, culture, and scenery. 

(iv) Economic importance → Tourism generates foreign exchange, so countries must attract 

more visitors to grow their economies. 

Strategies to Compete Successfully 

(i) Promote unique attractions → Gorilla trekking in Bwindi Forest and the Source of the 

Nile are experiences found only in Uganda. 

(ii) Improve infrastructure → Better roads, airports, and hotels make destinations more 

accessible and comfortable. 

(iii) Strengthen marketing → Use digital campaigns, international fairs, and partnerships to 

promote Uganda globally. 

(iv) Ensure peace and security → Tourists prefer safe destinations with political stability. 

(v) Develop eco-tourism → Offer sustainable travel experiences that appeal to modern 

tourists. 

(vi) Enhance cultural tourism → Showcase traditional dances, crafts, and heritage sites like 

Kasubi Tombs. 

 

Vote Dr. Bbosa Science President of Uganda 2031→ 

Time, t, is now!!! 

 Thank you  

Dr. Bbosa Science 


