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Senior 2 Geography (New curriculum) 
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Term 3 

Theme: Population, Urbanisation and Trade in East Africa and North America 

Topic 2/4: URBANISATION IN NORTH AMERICA: NEW YORK 

 

Competency: After studying this topic, the learner should know the situation and site of New 

York, and he/she should understand why New York became a big city and the characteristics and 

problems of New York as an urban area. 

 

Ney York 

 

Geographical Location of New York City 

(i) Country: United States of America 

(ii) State: New York 

(iii) Region: Northeastern United States, Mid-Atlantic area 
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(iv) Coordinates: 40°42′46″N, 74°00′22″W 

(v) Position: At the southern tip of New York State, on a large natural harbor formed by the 

Hudson River and East River. 

(vi) Boroughs: Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, the Bronx, Staten Island. 

 

Key Geographical Features 

(i) Hudson River: Flows into New York Harbor, making NYC a major port city. 

(ii) Atlantic Ocean: Provides access to international trade routes. 

(iii) Natural Harbor: One of the world’s largest and most strategic harbors. 

(iv) Islands: Manhattan Island, Staten Island, and parts of Long Island (Brooklyn and Queens). 

 

Summary Table 

Feature Details 

Location Southeastern New York State 

Coordinates 40°42′46″N, 74°00′22″W 

Water bodies Hudson River, East River, Atlantic Ocean 

Boroughs Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, Bronx, Staten Island 

Importance Global hub for finance, culture, trade, and diplomacy 

 

Exercise 1 

1. In which state is New York City located? 

2. Name the five boroughs of New York City. 

3. What river flows into New York Harbor? 

4. Give the coordinates of New York City. 

5. Why is New York City’s harbor important? 

 

     Answers 

1. New York State. 

2. Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, Bronx, and Staten Island. 
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3. The Hudson River. 

4. 40°42′46″N, 74°00′22″W. 

5. It provides access to international trade routes and makes NYC a major port city. 

 

Key Characteristics of New York City 

Geographical Features 

Located at the mouth of the Hudson River, opening into the Atlantic Ocean. 

Composed of five boroughs: Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, the Bronx, and Staten Island. 

Has one of the world’s largest natural harbors, making it a global trade hub. 

 

Demographics 

Population: Over 8.5 million residents in the city proper, with more than 20 million in the 

metro area. 

Diversity: Most linguistically diverse city in the world, with 800+ languages spoken. 

About 36% of residents are foreign-born, representing countries such as Mexico, China, 

Jamaica, and Haiti.  

 

Economic Power 

(i) Home to Wall Street, the world’s leading financial center. 

(ii) Major industries: finance, real estate, media, technology, tourism, and fashion. 

(iii) Headquarters of many multinational corporations and the United Nations. 

 

Culture and Lifestyle 

(i) Known as the cultural capital of the world: Broadway theaters, museums, art galleries, 

and music venues. 

(ii) Iconic landmarks: Statue of Liberty, Empire State Building, Times Square, and Central 

Park. 

(iii) Famous for its cuisine, fashion, parades, and festivals. 
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Infrastructure 

(i) Extensive public transport system: subways, buses, ferries, and commuter trains. 

(ii) Three major airports: JFK, LaGuardia, and Newark. 

(iii) Bridges and tunnels connect the boroughs and neighboring states. 

 

Climate 

(i) Humid subtropical climate: cold winters (average 0°C in January) and warm summers 

(average 22°C in June). 

Annual precipitation: about 44 inches (1,120 mm).  

 

Summary Table 

Characteristic Details Examples 

Location Southeastern New York State Mouth of Hudson River 

Population 8.5M+ city, 20M+ metro Most populous U.S. city 

Diversity 800+ languages Chinatown, Little Italy, Queens 

Economy Finance, media, tourism Wall Street, Broadway 

Culture Arts, fashion, cuisine Statue of Liberty, Central Park 

Transport Subways, airports, bridges JFK Airport, Brooklyn Bridge 

Climate Cold winters, warm summers Avg. 0°C Jan, 22°C Jun 

 

Exercise 2 

1. What are the five boroughs of New York City? 

2. Why is New York City considered the most diverse city in the world? 

3. Name two economic activities that make NYC powerful. 

4. Mention two cultural landmarks in New York City. 

5. What type of climate does New York City experience? 

 

     Answers 

1. Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, Bronx, and Staten Island. 
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2. Because over 800 languages are spoken and 36% of residents are foreign-born. 

3. Finance (Wall Street) and tourism. 

4. Statue of Liberty and Central Park. 

5. Humid subtropical climate with cold winters and warm summers. 

 

Scenario Question 

"Imagine you are a geography student preparing a presentation about world cities. Your teacher 

asks you to explain the main characteristics of New York City that make it unique and important 

globally." 

 

     Suggested Answer 

Location and Geography 

(i) Situated in the southeastern part of New York State, at the mouth of the Hudson River. 

(ii) Built around one of the world’s largest natural harbors. 

(iii) Composed of five boroughs: Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, the Bronx, and Staten Island. 

 Population and Diversity 

(i) Over 8.5 million residents in the city, and more than 20 million in the metropolitan area. 

(ii) Extremely diverse: 800+ languages spoken, with about 36% foreign-born residents. 

(iii) Known as a “melting pot” of cultures. 

 Economic Importance 

(i) Global financial hub with Wall Street and the New York Stock Exchange. 

(ii) Headquarters of multinational corporations and the United Nations. 

(iii) Major industries: finance, media, fashion, tourism, and technology. 

 

Culture and Lifestyle 

(i) Famous for Broadway theaters, museums, art galleries, and music venues. 

(ii) Iconic landmarks: Statue of Liberty, Empire State Building, Times Square, Central Park. 

(iii) Known as “the city that never sleeps” due to nonstop activity. 
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Infrastructure 

(i) Extensive subway system, buses, ferries, and commuter trains. 

(ii) Three major airports: JFK, LaGuardia, Newark. 

(iii) Bridges and tunnels connect boroughs and neighboring states. 

 

Urbanisation in New York City 

Urbanisation is the growth of towns and cities as people move from rural areas, leading to 

expansion and development. New York City is one of the clearest examples globally. 

 

Causes of Rapid Urbanisation 

(i) Industrialization → Factories and industries attracted workers in the 19th and 20th 

centuries. 

(ii) Employment opportunities → Finance, trade, media, and technology sectors provide 

jobs. 

(iii) Immigration → Millions of immigrants from Europe, Asia, Africa, and Latin America 

settled in NYC. 

(iv) Better services → Access to schools, hospitals, electricity, and clean water. 

(v) Transport and trade → Strategic location at the Hudson River and Atlantic Ocean made 

it a global port city. 

 

Characteristics of New York City’s Urbanisation 

(i) High population density → Over 8.5 million people in the city, 20+ million in the metro 

area. 

(ii) Diversity → 800+ languages spoken, with 36% foreign-born residents. 

(iii) Skyscrapers and infrastructure → Iconic skyline with the Empire State Building and One 

World Trade Center. 

(iv) Global hub → Headquarters of the UN, Wall Street, and multinational corporations. 

(v) Cultural capital → Broadway, museums, art galleries, and music venues. 
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 Challenges of Rapid Urbanisation 

(i) Overcrowding → High population density strains housing and services. 

(ii) Slums and poor housing → Historical overcrowding in areas like the Lower East Side. 

(iii) Pollution → Air, noise, and waste management issues. 

(iv) Traffic congestion → Millions of commuters daily. 

(v) Social inequality → Gap between wealthy elites and low-income communities. 

(vi) Crime and insecurity → Urban crime rates historically higher than rural areas. 

 

Solutions and Management 

(i) Urban planning → Zoning laws, housing projects, and infrastructure expansion. 

(ii) Public transport → Subway, buses, ferries, and commuter trains reduce congestion. 

(iii) Environmental policies → Green spaces like Central Park, recycling programs, and 

emission controls. 

(iv) Affordable housing → Government initiatives to reduce homelessness and slum growth. 

(v) Decentralisation → Development of suburban areas to ease pressure on the city center. 

 

Summary Table 

Aspect Details Examples 

Causes Jobs, immigration, trade Wall Street, Ellis Island 

Characteristics Diversity, skyscrapers, density Manhattan skyline 

Challenges Overcrowding, pollution, inequality Traffic jams, slums 

Solutions Planning, transport, housing Central Park, subway system 

 

Exercise 3 

1. Why is New York City considered an example of rapid urbanisation? 

2. Mention two causes of urbanisation in New York City. 

3. State two challenges caused by rapid urbanisation. 

4. Give one solution to manage urbanisation problems. 

5. What makes New York City a global hub? 
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     Answers 

1. Because it grew rapidly due to immigration, trade, and industrialization. 

2. Employment opportunities and better services. 

3. Overcrowding and pollution. 

4. Urban planning and affordable housing projects. 

5. It hosts Wall Street, the UN, and multinational corporations. 

 

Scenario Question 

"Imagine you are a geography student preparing a case study on world cities. Your teacher asks 

you to explain how New York City demonstrates rapid urbanization, the challenges it faces, and 

the solutions that have been applied." 

 

     Suggested Answer 

 

Causes of Urbanization in New York City 

(i) Industrialization → Factories and industries attracted workers in the 19th and 20th 

centuries. 

(ii) Employment opportunities → Jobs in finance, trade, media, tourism, and technology. 

(iii) Immigration → Millions of immigrants from Europe, Asia, Africa, and Latin America 

settled in NYC. 

(iv) Better services → Schools, hospitals, electricity, and clean water drew people from rural 

areas. 

(v) Strategic location → At the mouth of the Hudson River and Atlantic Ocean, making it a 

global port city. 

 

Characteristics of Urbanization in New York City 

(i) High population density → Over 8.5 million people in the city, 20+ million in the metro 

area. 

(ii) Diversity → 800+ languages spoken, with 36% foreign-born residents. 
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(iii) Skyscrapers and infrastructure → Iconic skyline with the Empire State Building and One 

World Trade Center. 

(iv) Global hub → Headquarters of the UN, Wall Street, and multinational corporations. 

(v) Cultural capital → Broadway theaters, museums, art galleries, and music venues. 

 

Challenges of Urbanization in New York City 

(i) Overcrowding → High population density strains housing and services. 

(ii) Poor housing → Historical overcrowding in areas like the Lower East Side. 

(iii) Pollution → Air, noise, and waste management issues. 

(iv) Traffic congestion → Millions of commuters daily. 

(v) Social inequality → Gap between wealthy elites and low-income communities. 

(vi) Crime and insecurity → Urban crime rates historically higher than rural areas. 

 

Solutions to Urbanization Challenges 

(i) Urban planning → Zoning laws, housing projects, and infrastructure expansion. 

(ii) Public transport → Subway, buses, ferries, and commuter trains reduce congestion. 

(iii) Environmental policies → Green spaces like Central Park, recycling programs, and 

emission controls. 

(iv) Affordable housing → Government initiatives to reduce homelessness and slum growth. 

(v) Decentralization → Development of suburban areas to ease pressure on the city center. 

 

Site Advantages of New York City 

(i) Natural Harbor → One of the world’s largest and deepest natural harbors, ideal for ships. 

(ii) Hudson River Access → Provided inland navigation and trade routes into the interior. 

(iii) Islands and Rivers → Manhattan Island and surrounding waterways offered protection 

and easy transport. 

(iv) Fertile Land Nearby → Supported farming and food supply for settlers. 

(v) Fresh Water Supply → Rivers and streams provided drinking water and fishing. 
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Situation Advantages of New York City 

(i) Gateway to North America → Positioned at the mouth of the Hudson River, linking the 

Atlantic Ocean to inland territories. 

(ii) Strategic Trade Location → Easy access to Europe via the Atlantic, making it a hub for 

commerce. 

(iii) Central Position → Located between New England and the southern colonies, facilitating 

political and economic connections. 

(iv) Immigration Entry Point → Became the main arrival port for European settlers and later 

immigrants. 

(v) Defensive Position → Surrounded by water, making it easier to defend against attacks. 

 

Summary Table 

Aspect Advantage Impact on Settlement 

Site Natural harbor, rivers, fertile land Encouraged trade, farming, and fishing 

Situation Gateway to inland & Europe Became a major port and entry point 

Defense Surrounded by water Easier protection for settlers 

Economy Central location Growth of commerce and finance 

 

Exercise 4 

1. Why was New York City’s harbor important to early European settlers? 

2. How did the Hudson River contribute to settlement? 

3. Mention one defensive advantage of New York’s site. 

4. Why was New York City considered a gateway to North America? 

5. How did fertile land near New York help settlers? 

 

     Answers 

1. It allowed ships to dock safely and promoted trade. 

2. It provided navigation routes inland and supported commerce. 

3. Being surrounded by water made it easier to defend. 
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4. Because it connected the Atlantic Ocean to inland territories. 

5. It supported farming and food supply for settlers. 

 

Scenario Question 

"Imagine you are a history student studying early European settlement in North America. Your 

teacher asks you to explain why the site of New York City was advantageous for settlers and how 

it contributed to the city’s growth." 

 

     Suggested Answer 

Site Advantages of New York City 

(i) Natural Harbor → Deep and sheltered, ideal for docking ships and trade. 

(ii) Hudson River Access → Allowed navigation inland, connecting settlers to farming areas 

and trade routes. 

(iii) Islands and Rivers → Manhattan Island and surrounding waterways offered protection 

and easy transport. 

(iv) Fertile Land Nearby → Supported agriculture and food supply for settlers. 

(v) Fresh Water Supply → Rivers and streams provided drinking water and fishing. 

 

Impact on Early Settlement 

(i) Encouraged trade and commerce with Europe and other colonies. 

(ii) Made New York a gateway to North America, attracting immigrants. 

(iii) Provided security and defense due to its island position. 

(iv) Supported rapid growth into a major port and financial center. 

 

The importance of New York in USA 

Geographical Importance 

(i) Located at the mouth of the Hudson River, opening into the Atlantic Ocean. 

(ii) Has one of the world’s largest natural harbors, making it a gateway for trade and 

immigration. 
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(iii) Acts as a link between the U.S. and Europe, historically serving as the main entry point 

for settlers and immigrants. 

 

Economic Importance 

(i) Home to Wall Street and the New York Stock Exchange, making it the global financial 

capital. 

(ii) Headquarters of multinational corporations and banks. 

(iii) Major industries: finance, real estate, media, fashion, tourism, and technology. 

(iv) Contributes significantly to U.S. GDP and international trade. 

Cultural Importance 

(i) Known as the cultural capital of the world: Broadway theaters, museums, art galleries, 

and music venues. 

(ii) Iconic landmarks: Statue of Liberty, Empire State Building, Times Square, Central Park. 

(iii) A melting pot of cultures: over 800 languages spoken, with 36% of residents foreign-

born. 

(iv) Influences global trends in fashion, art, music, and cuisine. 

                   

 

 

Political and Diplomatic Importance 

(i) Headquarters of the United Nations, making it a center for international diplomacy. 

(ii) Plays a role in shaping U.S. foreign policy and global cooperation. 

 

Statue of Liberty   Empire State Building           Times Square 
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Summary Table 

Aspect Importance Examples 

Geographical Gateway for trade & immigration Hudson River, Atlantic Ocean 

Economic Global financial hub Wall Street, NYSE 

Cultural Arts, diversity, landmarks Broadway, Statue of Liberty 

Political International diplomacy UN Headquarters 

 

Exercise 5 

1. Why is New York City’s location important to the USA? 

2. Name two economic activities that make NYC powerful. 

3. Mention two cultural landmarks in New York City. 

4. Why is New York City important politically? 

5. How does immigration contribute to NYC’s importance? 

 

     Answers 

1. Because it connects the U.S. to Europe and serves as a major port. 

2. Finance (Wall Street) and tourism. 

3. Statue of Liberty and Broadway theaters. 

4. It hosts the United Nations headquarters. 

5. It makes NYC diverse and globally connected. 

 

Scenario Question 

"Imagine you are preparing a geography presentation about world cities. Your teacher asks you 

to explain why New York City is important to the United States in terms of location, economy, 

culture, and politics." 

 

     Suggested Answer 

Geographical Importance 

(i) Located at the mouth of the Hudson River, opening into the Atlantic Ocean. 
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(ii) Has one of the world’s largest natural harbors, making it a gateway for trade and 

immigration. 

(iii) Acts as a link between the U.S. and Europe, historically serving as the main entry point 

for settlers and immigrants. 

Economic Importance 

(i) Home to Wall Street and the New York Stock Exchange, making it the global financial 

capital. 

(ii) Headquarters of multinational corporations and banks. 

(iii) Major industries: finance, real estate, media, fashion, tourism, and technology. 

(iv) Contributes significantly to U.S. GDP and international trade. 

Cultural Importance 

(i) Known as the cultural capital of the world: Broadway theaters, museums, art galleries, 

and music venues. 

(ii) Iconic landmarks: Statue of Liberty, Empire State Building, Times Square, Central Park. 

(iii) A melting pot of cultures: over 800 languages spoken, with 36% of residents foreign-

born. 

(iv) Influences global trends in fashion, art, music, and cuisine. 

Political and Diplomatic Importance 

(i) Headquarters of the United Nations, making it a center for international diplomacy. 

(ii) Plays a role in shaping U.S. foreign policy and global cooperation. 

 

Comparison between New York City (USA) and Kampala (Uganda) 

(i) Location 

New York City → Southeastern New York State, at the mouth of the Hudson River, on the 

Atlantic Ocean. 

Kampala → Central Uganda, near Lake Victoria, built on several hills. 

(ii) Population 

New York City → ~8.35 million residents (2026), metro area ~20 million. 

Kampala → ~1.7 million residents (2026), metro area ~3.5 million. 
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NYC has a constrictive population pyramid (aging society), while Kampala has an 

expansive pyramid (young population). 

(iii) Economic Importance 

New York City → Global financial hub (Wall Street, NYSE), industries in finance, media, 

fashion, tourism, and technology. 

Kampala → Uganda’s commercial center, with trade, banking, transport, and small-scale 

industries. Agriculture from surrounding areas supports the city. 

(iv) Culture and Diversity 

New York City → Extremely diverse (800+ languages spoken, 36% foreign-born). Known 

for Broadway, museums, and global cuisine. 

Kampala → Cultural capital of Uganda, home to Buganda Kingdom traditions, Luganda 

language, and vibrant music/dance. 

(v) Urban Challenges 

New York City → Overcrowding, pollution, traffic congestion, inequality, high cost of 

living. 

Kampala → Rapid rural–urban migration, slums, poor housing, unemployment, 

inadequate infrastructure, traffic jams. 

Comparison Table 

Aspect New York City Kampala 

Location Atlantic coast, Hudson River Near Lake Victoria, central hills 

Population 8.35M city, 20M metro 1.7M city, 3.5M metro 

Economy Global finance hub National trade & commerce hub 

Culture Global diversity, Broadway Buganda traditions, Luganda language 

Challenges Pollution, inequality, congestion Slums, unemployment, poor infrastructure 

  

Exercise 6 

1. Where is New York City located compared to Kampala? 

2. Which city has a larger population? 

3. Name one economic activity in New York City and one in Kampala. 
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4. Mention one cultural feature of Kampala. 

5. State one urban challenge faced by both cities. 

     Answers 

1. New York City is on the Atlantic coast, while Kampala is near Lake Victoria. 

2. New York City (8.35M) is larger than Kampala (1.7M). 

3. NYC → Finance (Wall Street); Kampala → Trade and commerce. 

4. Buganda Kingdom traditions and Luganda language. 

5. Both cities face traffic congestion. 

 

Scenario Question 

"Imagine you are a geography student asked to compare New York City in the USA and Kampala 

in Uganda. Explain their locations, population structures, economic importance, cultural 

features, and urban challenges." 

 

     Suggested Answer 

Location 

New York City → Southeastern New York State, at the mouth of the Hudson River, on the 

Atlantic Ocean. 

Kampala → Central Uganda, near Lake Victoria, built on several hills. 

Population 

New York City → ~8.35 million residents (2026), metro area ~20 million. Aging population with a 

constrictive pyramid. 

Kampala → ~1.7 million residents (2026), metro area ~3.5 million. Young population with an 

expansive pyramid. 

Economic Importance 

New York City → Global financial hub (Wall Street, NYSE), industries in finance, media, fashion, 

tourism, and technology. 

Kampala → Uganda’s commercial center, with trade, banking, transport, and small-scale 

industries. Agriculture supports the city’s economy. 
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Culture and Diversity 

New York City → Extremely diverse (800+ languages spoken, 36% foreign-born). Known for 

Broadway, museums, and global cuisine. 

Kampala → Cultural capital of Uganda, home to Buganda Kingdom traditions, Luganda language, 

and vibrant music/dance. 

Urban Challenges 

New York City → Overcrowding, pollution, traffic congestion, inequality, high cost of living. 

Kampala → Rapid rural–urban migration, slums, poor housing, unemployment, inadequate 

infrastructure, traffic jams. 

 

NYU University 

 

Attraction of New York to Young Americans 

(i) Career opportunities → Wall Street, tech startups, fashion, media, and arts industries. 

(ii) Education → Prestigious universities and colleges like NYU and Columbia. 

(iii) Lifestyle → “City that never sleeps” with nightlife, concerts, and cultural events. 
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(iv) Diversity → Exposure to multiple cultures, languages, and cuisines. 

(v) Innovation → Hub for creativity in music, film, fashion, and technology. 

 

Influence of New York on East African Youth 

(i) Music and Fashion → Hip-hop, rap, and street fashion trends from NYC inspire Ugandan 

and East African youth. 

(ii) Media and Film → Hollywood and Broadway culture influence East African 

entertainment industries. 

(iii) Education Aspirations → Many young Ugandans dream of studying in New York 

universities. 

(iv) Technology and Business Models → Start-up culture and innovation inspire 

entrepreneurship in Kampala and Nairobi. 

(v) Social media Trends → Youth in East Africa follow NYC influencers, celebrities, and global 

movements. 

 

Comparison Table 

Aspect Young Americans in NYC Young East Africans influenced by NYC 

Career Finance, tech, arts Inspired to pursue entrepreneurship & creative 

industries 

Education NYU, Columbia Aspire to study abroad in NYC 

Lifestyle Nightlife, concerts, 

diversity 

Adopt fashion, music, and cultural trends 

Media Broadway, Hollywood Local film & music industries shaped by NYC culture 

Innovation Startups, global brands Youth entrepreneurship inspired by NYC models 

 

Exercise 7 

1. Why is New York City attractive to young people in America? 

2. Mention two ways New York influences East African youth. 

3. Which industries in NYC inspire entrepreneurship in East Africa? 
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4. Name one cultural trend from NYC adopted by Ugandan youth. 

5. How does education in New York affect East African youth aspirations? 

     Answers 

1. Because of career opportunities, education, and lifestyle. 

2. Through music/fashion and social media trends. 

3. Technology and creative industries. 

4. Hip-hop music and street fashion. 

5. Many Ugandan youth aspire to study in NYC universities. 

 

Scenario Question 

"Imagine you are a student preparing a case study on world cities. Your teacher asks you to 

explain why New York City attracts young people in America and how it influences young people 

in East Africa." 

     Suggested Answer 

Attraction of New York to Young Americans 

(i) Career opportunities → Jobs in finance, fashion, media, technology, and arts. 

(ii) Education → Prestigious universities like NYU and Columbia. 

(iii) Lifestyle → Nightlife, concerts, and cultural events in “the city that never sleeps.” 

(iv) Diversity → Exposure to multiple cultures, languages, and cuisines. 

(v) Innovation → Hub for creativity in music, film, and fashion. 

 

Influence of New York on East African Youth 

(i) Music and Fashion → Hip-hop, rap, and street fashion trends inspire Ugandan and East 

African youth. 

(ii) Media and Film → Broadway and Hollywood culture influence East African 

entertainment industries. 

(iii) Education Aspirations → Many Ugandan youth dream of studying in New York 

universities. 

(iv) Entrepreneurship → Start-up culture inspires youth in Kampala and Nairobi to innovate. 
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(v) Social Media Trends → East African youth follow NYC influencers and celebrities online. 

 

Advantages of Urbanisation 

(i) Employment opportunities → Many jobs in industries, offices, and services. 

(ii) Better services → Access to hospitals, schools, electricity, clean water, and internet. 

(iii) Improved transport and communication → Roads, buses, trains, and mobile networks 

make movement easier. 

(iv) Cultural exchange → People from different backgrounds share ideas and traditions. 

(v) Economic growth → Cities become centres of trade, business, and innovation. 

Disadvantages of Urbanisation 

(i) Overcrowding → Too many people cause congestion in housing and transport. 

(ii) High cost of living → Rent, food, and services are expensive. 

(iii) Pollution → Smoke, noise, and waste affect health and the environment. 

(iv) Crime and insecurity → Theft and violence are more common in crowded cities. 

(v) Loss of green areas → Forests and farmland are cleared for buildings. 

Problems Resulting from Urbanisation 

(i) Unemployment → Not everyone finds jobs, leading to poverty. 

(ii) Slums and poor housing → Rapid growth causes informal settlements. 

(iii) Traffic congestion → Too many vehicles cause delays and accidents. 

(iv) Waste management issues → Cities struggle to dispose of garbage properly. 

(v) Social inequality → A gap grows between rich and poor residents. 

 

Summary Table 

Aspect Positive Effects Negative Effects / Problems 

Employment More job opportunities Unemployment for unskilled workers 

Services Better hospitals, schools Overcrowded facilities 

Environment Development and infrastructure Pollution and loss of green space 

Lifestyle Modern living and culture Stress and crime 

Economy Growth and innovation Inequality and high living costs 
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Exercise 8 

1. What is urbanisation? 

2. Mention two advantages of urbanisation. 

3. State two disadvantages of urbanisation. 

4. Give two problems resulting from urbanisation. 

5. How can governments reduce urbanisation problems? 

     Answers 

1. Urbanisation is the growth of towns and cities as people move from rural areas. 

2. Employment opportunities and better services. 

3. Overcrowding and pollution. 

4. Slums and traffic congestion. 

5. By improving housing, transport, and waste management. 

 

Scenario Question 

"Imagine you are a geography student asked to prepare a report on urbanisation. Your teacher 

wants you to explain the advantages, disadvantages, and problems that result from the growth 

of towns and cities." 

     Suggested Answer 

Advantages of Urbanisation 

(i) Employment opportunities → More jobs in industries, offices, and services. 

(ii) Better services → Hospitals, schools, electricity, clean water, and internet. 

(iii) Improved transport and communication → Roads, buses, trains, and mobile networks. 

(iv) Cultural exchange → People from different backgrounds share ideas and traditions. 

(v) Economic growth → Cities become centres of trade, business, and innovation. 

Disadvantages of Urbanisation 

(i) Overcrowding → Too many people cause congestion in housing and transport. 

(ii) High cost of living → Rent, food, and services are expensive. 

(iii) Pollution → Smoke, noise, and waste affect health and the environment. 
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(iv) Crime and insecurity → Theft and violence are more common in crowded cities. 

(v) Loss of green areas → Forests and farmland cleared for buildings. 

Problems Resulting from Urbanisation 

(i) Unemployment → Not everyone finds jobs, leading to poverty. 

(ii) Slums and poor housing → Rapid growth causes informal settlements. 

(iii) Traffic congestion → Too many vehicles cause delays and accidents. 

(iv) Waste management issues → Cities struggle to dispose of garbage properly. 

(v) Social inequality → A gap grows between rich and poor residents. 

 

Vote Dr. Bbosa Science President of Uganda 2031→ 

Time, t, is now!!! 

 Thank you  

Dr. Bbosa Science 


