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Term 3 

Theme: Population, Urbanisation and Trade in East Africa and North America 

Topic 3/4: TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATION IN EAST AFRICA 

 

Competency: After studying this topic, the learner should understand the major types of 

transport and communication in East Africa and factors influencing their development and their 

role in development. 

 

Difference between transport and communication 

Transport 

Meaning: The movement of people and goods from one place to another. 

Examples: Roads, railways, airways, and waterways. 

Purpose: Helps connect producers to markets and people to services. 

Tools used: Vehicles such as cars, buses, trains, airplanes, and ships. 



P a g e  | 3 Download free primary notes from digitalteachers.co.ug website 
 

Communication 

Meaning: The exchange or transfer of information, ideas, or messages from one person or place 

to another. 

Examples: Telephones, radios, televisions, computers, and the internet. 

Purpose: Helps people share knowledge, news, and instructions quickly. 

Tools used: Devices like mobile phones, computers, and satellites. 

 

Comparison Table 

Aspect Transport Communication 

Definition Movement of people and goods Exchange of information and ideas 

Medium Roads, railways, air, water Wires, airwaves, satellites 

Tools Cars, buses, trains, planes Phones, radios, computers 

Purpose Physical movement Information sharing 

Example Bus carrying passengers Phone call between friends 

 

Exercise 1 

1. What is transport? 

2. What is communication? 

3. Give two examples of transport. 

4. Give two examples of communication. 

5. State one difference between transport and communication. 

     Answers 

1. Transport is the movement of people and goods from one place to another. 

2. Communication is the exchange of information or messages. 

3. Examples of transport: buses and airplanes. 

4. Examples of communication: telephones and radios. 

5. Transport moves people and goods physically, while communication transfers 

information. 
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Scenario Question 

"Imagine you are a geography student preparing a presentation about development in East 

Africa. Your teacher asks you to explain the difference between transport and communication, 

giving examples of each." 

 

      Answer 

Transport 

Meaning: The movement of people and goods from one place to another. 

Examples: Roads, railways, airways, and waterways. 

Purpose: Helps connect producers to markets and people to services. 

Tools used: Vehicles such as cars, buses, trains, airplanes, and ships. 

 

Communication 

Meaning: The exchange or transfer of information, ideas, or messages from one person or place 

to another. 

Examples: Telephones, radios, televisions, computers, and the internet. 

Purpose: Helps people share knowledge, news, and instructions quickly. 

Tools used: Devices like mobile phones, computers, and satellites. 

 

Comparison Table 

Aspect Transport Communication 

Definition Movement of people and goods Exchange of information and ideas 

Medium Roads, railways, air, water Wires, airwaves, satellites 

Tools Cars, buses, trains, planes Phones, radios, computers 

Purpose Physical movement Information sharing 

Example Bus carrying passengers Phone call between friend 

 

 



P a g e  | 5 Download free primary notes from digitalteachers.co.ug website 
 

The factors which influence the distribution of the major transport routes in Uganda and the 

rest of East Africa 

 

The distribution of major transport routes in Uganda and East Africa is influenced by geography, 

economic activity, regional trade corridors, and government policy. Uganda’s central location 

makes it a transit hub, while East Africa relies heavily on strategic corridors like the Northern 

Corridor (Mombasa–Nairobi–Kampala) and the Central Corridor (Dar es Salaam–Dodoma–

Mwanza–Kigali).  

 

Geographical Factors 

(i) Relief and terrain → Roads and railways avoid steep mountains and swamps; routes 

follow valleys and plains. 

(ii) Climate → Heavy rainfall damages roads, while dry areas require durable infrastructure. 

(iii) Proximity to ports → Corridors link inland countries to Indian Ocean ports (Mombasa, 

Dar es Salaam). 

Economic Factors 

(i) Trade hubs → Kampala, Nairobi, and Dar es Salaam attract major routes due to industry 

and commerce. 

(ii) Agricultural zones → Roads connect fertile areas (coffee, tea, sugarcane regions) to 

markets. 

(iii) Mining areas → Transport routes serve mineral-rich zones in Uganda (Tororo limestone, 

Kasese copper) and Tanzania (gold, natural gas). 

Political and Policy Factors 

(iv) Government investment → Uganda’s NDP IV prioritises road rehabilitation (Kampala–

Malaba, Kampala–Gulu). 

(v) Regional integration → East African Community promotes cross-border corridors for 

trade. 

(vi) Security and stability → Routes avoid conflict-prone areas; safe corridors attract 

investment. 
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Social and Demographic Factors 

(i) Population density → High-density areas (Kampala, Nairobi) have more transport routes. 

(ii) Urbanisation → Expanding cities demand better roads, rail, and communication links. 

(iii) Labour mobility → Routes connect rural workers to urban centres. 

 

Comparative Overview 

Factor Uganda Rest of East Africa 

Geography Central location, Lake Victoria basin Coastal ports (Mombasa, Dar es Salaam) 

Economy Agriculture, mining, trade hub 

Kampala 

Regional trade corridors, industrial 

zones 

Policy NDP IV, road & rail rehabilitation EAC integration, corridor development 

Social Dense population in Kampala Urban growth in Nairobi, Dar es Salaam 

 

Exercise 2 

1. Name two geographical factors influencing transport routes in East Africa. 

2. Why is Uganda considered a transit hub? 

3. Mention one economic activity that determines transport routes in Uganda. 

4. How does government policy affect transport distribution? 

5. Compare Uganda’s transport routes with Kenya’s. 

     Answers 

1. Relief/terrain and proximity to ports. 

2. Because it is centrally located and borders five countries. 

3. Agriculture (coffee, tea, sugarcane). 

4. Through investment in roads, railways, and regional integration. 

5. Uganda’s routes connect inland trade to Kenya’s Mombasa port via the Northern 

Corridor. 
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Scenario Question 

"Imagine you are a geography student preparing a report on transport systems. Your teacher 

asks you to explain the factors that influence the distribution of major transport routes in 

Uganda and the rest of East Africa." 

 

     Suggested Answer 

Geographical Factors 

(i) Relief and terrain → Roads and railways avoid steep mountains and swamps, following 

valleys and plains. 

(ii) Climate → Heavy rainfall damages roads, while dry areas require durable infrastructure. 

(iii) Proximity to ports → Corridors link inland countries to Indian Ocean ports (Mombasa, 

Dar es Salaam). 

Economic Factors 

(i) Trade hubs → Kampala, Nairobi, and Dar es Salaam attract major routes due to industry 

and commerce. 

(ii) Agricultural zones → Roads connect fertile areas (coffee, tea, sugarcane regions) to 

markets. 

(iii) Mining areas → Transport routes serve mineral-rich zones in Uganda (Tororo limestone, 

Kasese copper) and Tanzania (gold, natural gas). 

Political and Policy Factors 

(i) Government investment → Uganda’s NDP IV prioritises road rehabilitation (Kampala–

Malaba, Kampala–Gulu). 

(ii) Regional integration → East African Community promotes cross-border corridors for 

trade. 

(iii) Security and stability → Routes avoid conflict-prone areas; safe corridors attract 

investment. 

Social and Demographic Factors 

(i) Population density → High-density areas (Kampala, Nairobi) have more transport routes. 

(ii) Urbanisation → Expanding cities demand better roads, rail, and communication links. 
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(iii) Labour mobility → Routes connect rural workers to urban centres. 

 

The role of different types of transport in development in Uganda and East Africa 

 Road Transport 

(i) Connects rural farmers to urban markets. 

(ii) Facilitates delivery of goods and services. 

(iii) Promotes trade within and across borders. 

(iv) Enables access to schools, hospitals, and jobs. 

Rail Transport 

(i) Moves bulky goods cheaply (minerals, agricultural produce). 

(ii) Links inland countries like Uganda to seaports (Mombasa, Dar es Salaam). 

(iii) Reduces road congestion and accidents. 

(iv) Supports regional integration through trade corridors. 

Air Transport 

(i) Facilitates international trade and tourism. 

(ii) Enables fast movement of people and perishable goods. 

(iii) Connects East Africa to global markets. 

(iv) Attracts foreign investment through improved accessibility. 

Water Transport 

(i) Provides cheap transport across lakes (Victoria, Tanganyika). 

(ii) Supports fishing and cross-border trade. 

(iii) Connects landlocked countries to the Indian Ocean via ports. 

(iv) Reduces pressure on road and rail systems. 

Communication and Transport Link 

• Transport routes are supported by communication networks (mobile phones, internet). 

• Together they improve coordination in trade, education, and health services. 
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Summary Table 

Type of 

Transport 

Role in Development Example in East Africa 

Road Connects rural to urban 

markets 

Kampala–Mombasa highway 

Rail Moves bulky goods cheaply Standard Gauge Railway (Kenya–

Uganda) 

Air Promotes tourism & trade Entebbe International Airport 

Water Cross-border trade & fishing Lake Victoria ferries 

 

Exercise 3 

1. How does road transport promote development in Uganda? 

2. Why is rail transport important for bulky goods? 

3. Mention one role of air transport in East Africa. 

4. Give one example of water transport in Uganda. 

5. How do transport and communication work together in development? 

     Answers 

1. It connects farmers to markets and people to services. 

2. It moves bulky goods cheaply and efficiently. 

3. It promotes tourism and international trade. 

4. Ferries on Lake Victoria. 

5. Communication supports transport by coordinating trade, education, and health services. 

 

Scenario Question 

"Imagine you are a geography student preparing a report on development in East Africa. Your 

teacher asks you to explain the role of different types of transport (road, rail, air, and water) in 

promoting development." 

 

      Answer 
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Road Transport 

(i) Connects rural farmers to urban markets. 

(ii) Facilitates delivery of goods and services. 

(iii) Promotes trade within and across borders. 

(iv) Enables access to schools, hospitals, and jobs. 

Rail Transport 

(i) Moves bulky goods cheaply (minerals, agricultural produce). 

(ii) Links inland countries like Uganda to seaports (Mombasa, Dar es Salaam). 

(iii) Reduces road congestion and accidents. 

(iv) Supports regional integration through trade corridors. 

Air Transport 

(i) Facilitates international trade and tourism. 

(ii) Enables fast movement of people and perishable goods. 

(iii) Connects East Africa to global markets. 

(iv) Attracts foreign investment through improved accessibility. 

Water Transport 

(i) Provides cheap transport across lakes (Victoria, Tanganyika). 

(ii) Supports fishing and cross-border trade. 

(iii) Connects landlocked countries to the Indian Ocean via ports. 

(iv) Reduces pressure on road and rail systems. 

 

The advantages and disadvantages of each form of communication, with examples relevant to 

Uganda and East Africa 

Telephone Communication 

Advantages: 

• Instant voice contact. 

• Personal and interactive. 

• Widely accessible through mobile phones. 

Disadvantages: 
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• Can be expensive for long-distance calls. 

• No permanent record of conversation. 

• Network interruptions in rural areas. 

 

Internet Communication 

Advantages: 

• Fast global reach via email, social media, and video calls. 

• Allows sharing of documents, images, and videos. 

• Encourages online learning and e-commerce. 

Disadvantages: 

• Requires electricity and internet access. 

• Risk of misinformation and cybercrime. 

• Can reduce face-to-face interaction. 

 

Radio Communication 

Advantages: 

• Reaches wide audiences, even in rural areas. 

• Cheap and easy to access. 

• Useful for education, news, and emergency alerts. 

Disadvantages: 

• One-way communication (no feedback). 

• Limited detail compared to print or internet. 

• Signal interference in remote areas. 

 

Television Communication 

Advantages: 

• Combines sound and visuals for impact. 

• Effective for education, entertainment, and advertising. 

• Reaches large audiences quickly. 
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Disadvantages: 

• Expensive to own and maintain. 

• Requires electricity and signal coverage. 

• Can promote negative cultural influences. 

 

Print Communication 

Advantages: 

• Permanent record of information. 

• Easy to distribute in schools and offices. 

• Useful for detailed explanations. 

Disadvantages: 

• Slow compared to digital methods. 

• Printing costs are high. 

• Limited reach in rural areas with low literacy. 

 

Summary Table 

Form of Communication Advantages Disadvantages 

Telephone Instant, personal, interactive Costly, no record, network issues 

Internet Fast, global, multimedia Needs access, misinformation risk 

Radio Cheap, wide reach, alerts One-way, limited detail 

Television Visual + audio, mass reach Expensive, cultural risks 

Print Permanent record, detailed Slow, costly, limited reach 

 

Exercise 4 

1. What is one advantage of telephone communication? 

2. Why is internet communication important in development? 

3. Mention one disadvantage of radio communication. 

4. Give one advantage of television communication. 

5. Why is print communication sometimes limited in rural areas? 
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     Answers 

1. It provides instant voice contact. 

2. It allows fast global sharing of information. 

3. It is one-way and does not allow feedback. 

4. It combines sound and visuals for impact. 

5. Because of low literacy levels and printing costs. 

 

Scenario Question 

"Imagine you are a student preparing a report on development. Your teacher asks you to explain 

the advantages and disadvantages of different forms of communication such as telephone, 

internet, radio, television, and print." 

 

      Answer 

(i) Telephone Communication 

Advantages: Instant voice contact, personal, widely accessible. 

Disadvantages: Costly for long-distance, no permanent record, network interruptions. 

(ii) Internet Communication 

Advantages: Fast global reach, multimedia sharing, supports e-learning and e-commerce. 

Disadvantages: Needs electricity and access, risk of misinformation, reduces face-to-face 

interaction. 

(iii) Radio Communication 

Advantages: Cheap, wide reach, useful for education and emergency alerts. 

Disadvantages: One-way communication, limited detail, signal interference. 

(iv) Television Communication 

Advantages: Combines sound and visuals, effective for education and advertising, mass 

reach. 

Disadvantages: Expensive, requires electricity, can promote negative cultural influences. 

(v) Print Communication 
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Advantages: Permanent record, detailed explanations, easy distribution in 

schools/offices. 

Disadvantages: Slow compared to digital, costly printing, limited reach in low-literacy 

areas. 

 

 

 

 

Vote Dr. Bbosa Science President of Uganda 2031→ 

Time, t, is now!!! 

 Thank you  

Dr. Bbosa Science 


