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Senior 3 Geography (New curriculum) 

Vote Dr. Bbosa Science President of Uganda 2031→ 

 

Time, t, is now!!! 
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Term 1 

Theme: Further use of maps; introduction to the rest of Africa 

Topic 2/4: LOCATION AND SIZE OF AFRICA 

 

Competency: After studying this topic, the learner should know the size of Africa compared with 

other continents, its position in the world and the size and position of East Africa within Africa. 

   

 

Position of Africa in the World 

Africa is the second largest continent on Earth, located between the Atlantic Ocean to the west 

and the Indian Ocean to the east. It straddles the Equator, meaning it lies in both the Northern 

and Southern Hemispheres. 

 

Geographical Position 

Latitude: Extends roughly from 37°N to 35°S. 

Longitude: Extends from 17°W to 51°E. 

Boundaries: 

o North: Mediterranean Sea 
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o South: Indian Ocean and Atlantic Ocean 

o East: Indian Ocean 

o West: Atlantic Ocean 

 

Neighboring Continents and Oceans 

Direction Neighboring Feature 

North Europe (across the Mediterranean Sea) 

Northeast Asia (connected by the Sinai Peninsula) 

West Atlantic Ocean 

East Indian Ocean 

South Southern Ocean (toward Antarctica) 

 

Importance of Africa’s Position 

(i) Lies across the Equator, giving it diverse climates. 

(ii) Surrounded by oceans, promoting trade and transport. 

(iii) Central location makes it a link between continents. 

(iv) Rich in natural resources due to varied physical features. 

 

The size of Africa compared to other continents 

Africa is the world’s second-largest continent after Asia, covering about 30.37 million km² 

(11.7 million mi²) — nearly 20% of Earth’s total land area. It is bigger than North America and 

South America combined, and can fit the USA, China, India, Japan, and all of Europe inside it with 

room to spare.  
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Africa’s Size Compared to Other Continents 

Continent Area (million km²) % of Earth’s Land Comparison to Africa 

Asia 44.58 29.8% Larger than Africa 

Africa 30.37 20.4% 2nd largest 

North America 24.71 16.5% Smaller 

South America 17.84 12% Much smaller 

Europe 10.18 6.8% About 1/3 Africa 

Australia/Oceania 8.56 5.7% Tiny compared to Africa 

Antarctica 14.2 9.2% Less than half Africa 

 

 

 Key Facts 

(i) Africa is 14 times larger than Greenland, though Mercator maps often distort this.  

(ii) Africa is three times larger than Canada and 1.5 times larger than Russia.  

(iii) Its north-south length is ~8,000 km (London to Dubai distance). 

(iv) Its east-west width is ~7,400 km (Boston to Rome distance).  
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Why This Matters in Geography 

(i) Trade and transport: Surrounded by oceans, Africa’s size and central position make it a 

hub. 

(ii) Climate diversity: Stretching across the Equator, it has tropical, desert, and temperate 

zones. 

(iii) Population distribution: Over 1.4 billion people live across vast and varied landscapes. 

(iv) Resource richness: Its size contributes to immense mineral, agricultural, and biodiversity 

wealth. 

 Exercise 1 

1. Which continent is larger than Africa? 

2. How many times bigger is Africa compared to Greenland? 

3. What is Africa’s approximate land area? 

4. Name two continents smaller than Africa. 

5. Why does the Mercator map projection distort Africa’s size? 

 

     Suggested Answer 

1. Asia 

2. Africa is 14 times larger than Greenland 

3. 30.4million km2 

4. Europe, South America, North America, Australia 

5. Because it represents the curved surface of the Earth on a flat map. 
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Position of East Africa (Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania) 

Location: These three countries lie in the eastern part of Africa, bordering the Indian Ocean 

(Kenya and Tanzania) and sharing Lake Victoria at their common boundary. 

 

Latitude and Longitude: Roughly between 12°N and 12°S, and 29°E to 41°E. 

Boundaries: 

o Uganda: Landlocked, bordered by Kenya (east), Tanzania (south), Rwanda 

(southwest), DRC (west), and South Sudan (north). 

o Kenya: Borders Uganda (west), Tanzania (south), Ethiopia (north), Somalia (east), and 

the Indian Ocean (southeast). 
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o Tanzania: Borders Kenya and Uganda (north), Rwanda and Burundi (northwest), 

DRC (west), Zambia and Malawi (southwest), Mozambique (south), and the Indian 

Ocean (east). 

 

Size of Uganda, Kenya, and Tanzania 

Country Area (km²) Population (2026 

est.) 

Notes 

Uganda ~241,000 ~49.5 million Landlocked, fertile soils, lakes and rivers. 

Kenya ~580,000 ~56.4 million Has Indian Ocean coastline, major port at 

Mombasa. 

Tanzania ~945,000 ~67.4 million Largest by land area, rich in wildlife and 

minerals. 

 

Combined Area: ~1.77 million km² Combined Population (2026): ~173 million people 

 

Importance of Position and Size 

(i) Central location in East Africa, forming the heart of the East African Community (EAC). 

(ii) Access to the Indian Ocean (Kenya and Tanzania) → trade and transport. 

(iii) Large combined population → significant regional market. 

(iv) Diverse physical features (mountains, lakes, savannahs) → tourism and agriculture. 

 

Exercise 2 

1. Where are Uganda, Kenya, and Tanzania located within Africa? 

2. Which of the three countries is landlocked? 

3. Which country has the largest land area among them? 

4. What is their combined population (2026 estimate)? 

5. Why is their position important in East Africa? 

 

     Answers 
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1. In the eastern part of Africa, near the Indian Ocean. 

2. Uganda. 

3. Tanzania (~945,000 km²). 

4. About 173 million people. 

5. Because they form the core of the East African Community, have access to the Indian 

Ocean, and support trade, tourism, and agriculture. 

 

Africa’s Unique Tropical Position 

(i) Africa is the most tropical continent because it straddles the Equator and lies between 

the Tropic of Cancer (23½°N) and the Tropic of Capricorn (23½°S). 

(ii) This means that about two-thirds of Africa’s landmass lies within the tropics. 

(iii) Africa is centrally located, stretching across both the Northern and Southern 

Hemispheres. 

 

Geographical Features 

(i) Latitude position: Between 37°N and 35°S, but mostly within the tropics. 

(ii) Climate zones: Tropical rainforest, savanna, semi-arid, and desert climates dominate. 

(iii) Vegetation: Dense forests near the Equator, savannas in central regions, deserts in the 

north (Sahara) and south (Kalahari). 

(iv) Human activities: Agriculture, pastoralism, tourism, and trade shaped by tropical 

conditions. 

 

Importance of Africa’s Tropical Position 

(i) Climate diversity: Hot climates with seasonal rainfall patterns. 

(ii) Agriculture: Supports crops like coffee, tea, cocoa, maize, and bananas. 

(iii) Biodiversity: Rich wildlife in savannas and forests (e.g., Serengeti, Congo Basin). 

(iv) Tourism: Tropical landscapes attract visitors (safaris, beaches, rainforests). 

(v) Cultural diversity: Tropical environment influences settlement, clothing, and lifestyles. 
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Exercise 3 

1. Why is Africa called the most tropical continent? 

2. Name the two tropics that cross Africa. 

3. What proportion of Africa lies within the tropics? 

4. Mention two climate zones found in tropical Africa. 

5. Give two reasons why Africa’s tropical position is important. 

 

     Answers 

1. Because most of its landmass lies between the Tropic of Cancer and Tropic of Capricorn. 

2. Tropic of Cancer (23½°N) and Tropic of Capricorn (23½°S). 

3. About two-thirds of Africa. 

4. Tropical rainforest and savanna (others: desert, semi-arid). 

5. It supports diverse agriculture and rich biodiversity, making Africa important for food and 

tourism. 

 

Scenario Question 

"Imagine you are a geography student asked to explain why Africa is described as the most 

tropical continent. Using a sketch map of the world, show Africa’s position in relation to the 

Equator, Tropic of Cancer, and Tropic of Capricorn, and explain how this position influences its 

climate and human activities." 

 

     Suggested Answer 

Africa is called the most tropical continent because two-thirds of its landmass lies between the 

Tropic of Cancer (23½°N) and the Tropic of Capricorn (23½°S). The Equator passes almost 

through the middle of the continent, dividing it into northern and southern halves. 

 

This position gives Africa: 

(i) Diverse climates such as tropical rainforests near the Equator, savannas in central 

regions, and deserts like the Sahara and Kalahari further north and south. 
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(ii) Rich biodiversity with wildlife in savannas and forests. 

(iii) Agricultural potential for crops like coffee, cocoa, tea, and bananas. 

(iv) Tourism opportunities from tropical beaches, safaris, and rainforests. 

  Therefore, Africa’s tropical position makes it unique among continents, influencing its 

climate, vegetation, agriculture, and human activities. 

 

Physical features of Africa 

Africa’s physical geography is dominated by vast plateaus, dramatic rift valleys, towering 

mountain ranges, and extensive basins. East Africa (Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania) is especially 

unique because it combines volcanic peaks like Kilimanjaro and Mount Kenya with the Great Rift 

Valley system, making it one of the most geologically active regions on Earth. 

 

Mountain Ranges 

(i) Atlas Mountains (Northwest Africa): Fold mountains in Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia; 

highest peak Toubkal (4,167 m). 

(ii) Drakensberg Mountains (Southern Africa): Steep escarpments in South Africa and 

Lesotho; highest peak Thabana Ntlenyana (3,482 m). 

(iii) Rwenzori Mountains (Uganda/DRC): Non-volcanic, fault-block mountains; highest peak 

Margherita (5,109 m), snow-capped despite being near the Equator. 

(iv) Aberdare Range & Mau Escarpment (Kenya): Highlands rising from the Rift Valley. 

 

 Volcanoes 

(i) Mount Kilimanjaro (Tanzania): Africa’s highest peak (5,895 m), dormant stratovolcano. 

(ii) Mount Kenya (Kenya): Extinct volcano, second highest (5,199 m). 

(iii) Mount Elgon (Uganda/Kenya): Extinct shield volcano with a vast caldera. 

(iv) Virunga Volcanoes (Uganda/Rwanda/DRC): Includes active volcanoes Nyiragongo and 

Nyamuragira. 
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Plateaus 

(i) East African Plateau: Covers Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania; average elevation 1,000–1,500 m. 

(ii) Ethiopian Highlands: Rugged volcanic plateau, source of the Blue Nile. 

(iii) Southern African Plateau: Includes the Highveld and Kalahari regions. 

 

Basins 

(i) Congo Basin: World’s second-largest rainforest basin, drained by the Congo River. 

(ii) Chad Basin: Large inland drainage basin in north-central Africa. 

(iii) Sudan Basin: Includes the Sudd swamp along the Nile. 

(iv) Lake Victoria Basin (East Africa): Shared by Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania; supports dense 

populations and agriculture. 

 

Rift Valleys 

(i) Great Rift Valley: Runs from the Red Sea through Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, to 

Mozambique. 

(ii) Formed by tectonic faulting and crustal stretching. 

(iii) Contains deep lakes (Tanganyika, Malawi, Turkana) and escarpments. 

(iv) Rich in geothermal activity, fertile soils, and biodiversity. 

 

Summary Table 

Feature Examples Characteristics 

Mountains Atlas, Drakensberg, Rwenzori, Aberdare High relief, snow-capped peaks 

Volcanoes Kilimanjaro, Kenya, Elgon, Virunga Active/dormant, fertile soils 

Plateaus East African, Ethiopian, Southern Elevated flatlands, agriculture 

Basins Congo, Chad, Sudan, Victoria Drainage areas, fertile valleys 

Rift Valleys Great Rift Valley Faulting, lakes, escarpments 
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 Exercise 4 

1. Name two volcanic mountains in East Africa. 

2. What is the highest mountain in Africa? 

3. Mention one major basin in East Africa. 

4. How are rift valleys formed? 

5. Give two characteristics of plateaus in Africa. 

     Answers 

1. Kilimanjaro and Mount Kenya. 

2. Mount Kilimanjaro (5,895 m). 

3. Lake Victoria Basin. 

4. By tectonic faulting and crustal stretching. 

5. Elevated flatlands, fertile soils for agriculture. 

 

Scenario Question 

"Imagine you are a development planner working in Africa. Explain how the continent’s major 

physical features — mountains, volcanoes, plateaus, basins, and rift valleys — influence human 

activities such as agriculture, settlement, transport, tourism, and energy production." 

 

     Suggested Answer 

Africa’s physical features play a vital role in shaping human activities: 

(i) Mountains: The Rwenzori and Ethiopian Highlands are sources of rivers like the Nile, 

provide cool climates for farming (coffee, tea), and attract tourists. 

(ii) Volcanoes: Kilimanjaro, Mount Kenya, and Mount Elgon have fertile volcanic soils that 

support agriculture and are major tourist attractions. 

(iii) Plateaus: The East African Plateau offers flat land for settlement, farming, and transport 

routes. 

(iv) Basins: The Congo Basin supports fishing, forestry, and water supply, while the Lake 

Victoria Basin sustains dense populations and irrigation. 
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(v) Rift Valleys: The Great Rift Valley provides fertile soils, lakes for fishing and irrigation, 

geothermal energy, and scenic landscapes for tourism. 

Conclusion: Africa’s physical features are not just natural landmarks — they are the foundation 

of agriculture, trade, tourism, energy, and settlement, making them central to the continent’s 

development. 

 

Vote Dr. Bbosa Science President of Uganda 2031→ 

Time, t, is now!!! 

 Thank you  

Dr. Bbosa Science 


