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Senior 3 Geography (New curriculum) 

Vote Dr. Bbosa Science President of Uganda 2031→ 

 

Time, t, is now!!! 
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Term 2 

Theme: Introduction to the Rhine lands and China; agriculture in Africa  

Topic 2/3: INTRODUCTION TO CHINA: LOCATION, SIZE, RELIEF REGIONS, 

DRAINAGE AND CLIMATE 

 

Competency: After studying this topic, the learner should understand the importance of China, 

its location, size, relief regions, and climate 

 

 

 

China’s Size and Population 

Population (2026): ~1,412,914,000 people. 

Land Area: ~9,388,211 km². 
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Population Density: ~150 people per km². 

Global Share: ~17% of the world’s population. 

Comparison with Selected Developed Countries 

Country Population (2026) Land Area (km²) Density (people/km²) 

China 1.41 billion 9,388,211 150 

United States 349 million 9,147,420 38 

Japan 122 million 364,555 336 

Germany 83.6 million 348,560 240 

United Kingdom 69.9 million 241,930 289 

France 66.7 million 547,557 122 

Italy 58.9 million 294,140 200 
 

 

Key Insights 

(i) China vs USA: Similar land size (~9 million km²), but China has four times the population. 

(ii) China vs Japan: Japan is much smaller in land area but has a very high density (336/km²) 

compared to China’s 150/km². 

(iii) China vs Europe (Germany, UK, France, Italy): Each has populations under 100 million, 

making China’s population 10–20 times larger. 

(iv) Urbanisation: About 68.7% of China’s population lives in cities, compared to over 80% in 

most developed countries. 

 

Why This Matters in Geography 

(i) Economic Scale: China’s huge population provides a massive labor force and consumer 

market. 

(ii) Resource Pressure: Large population density in eastern China creates challenges in 

housing, food supply, and pollution. 

(iii) Global Comparison: Developed countries have smaller populations but higher per capita 

incomes, showing different development paths. 

 



P a g e  | 4 Download free primary notes from digitalteachers.co.ug website 
 

Exercise 1 

1. What is China’s population compared to the USA? 

2. Which developed country has the highest population density among those listed? 

3. How does China’s land area compare to the USA? 

4. Why does China face resource pressure despite its large land size? 

5. What percentage of China’s population lives in cities? 

 

     Answers 

1. China has ~1.41 billion, USA ~349 million (China is ~4 times larger). 

2. Japan (336/km²). 

3. Almost equal — China ~9.39 million km², USA ~9.15 million km². 

4. Because most people live in the eastern half, creating high local density. 

5. About 68.7%. 

 

The importance of China in the world 

China is critically important in the world because it is the second-largest economy, contributes 

nearly 30% of global economic growth, dominates manufacturing and critical minerals, and plays 

a central role in international trade, diplomacy, and technology.  

 

(i) Economic Importance 

• Second-largest economy with GDP over $18 trillion (2025). 

• Contributes about 30% of global economic growth. 

• Produces 32% of the world’s manufactured goods, making it the “factory of the 

world.” 

• Largest trading partner for ~140 countries.  

(ii) Industrial and Resource Importance 

• Refines nearly 70% of global transition minerals (critical for renewable energy and 

EVs). 
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• Handles 90% of rare-earth separation, essential for electronics, defense, and clean 

energy. 

• Major producer of coal, steel, and hydropower, ensuring global supply chain 

stability.  

(iii) Political and Diplomatic Importance 

• China–US relations are considered the most important bilateral ties in the world.  

• Active in international organizations (e.g., UN Human Rights Council, WTO). 

• Leads global initiatives like the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), financing 

infrastructure in Asia, Africa, and Europe.  

(iv) Technological Importance 

• Rapidly advancing in AI, 5G, and renewable energy technologies. 

• Major investor in electric vehicles, solar panels, and wind turbines. 

• Increasing influence in global innovation and digital trade. 

Summary Table 

Aspect China’s Role Global Impact 

Economy 2nd largest, 30% of growth Drives global markets 

Industry 32% of manufactured goods Supplies consumer & industrial products 

Resources 70% of transition minerals Controls rare earths, energy security 

Diplomacy Belt & Road, UN role Shapes global cooperation 

Technology AI, EVs, 5G Leads in innovation 

 

Exercise 2 

1. How much does China contribute to global economic growth? 

2. Why are China’s rare-earth minerals important? 

3. What is the Belt and Road Initiative? 

4. Why are China–US relations considered globally significant? 

5. Mention one technological area where China is advancing rapidly. 

 

     Answers 
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1. About 30%. 

2. They are essential for electronics, defense, and renewable energy. 

3. A global infrastructure and trade project linking Asia, Africa, and Europe. 

4. Because they shape global trade, security, and diplomacy. 

5. Artificial intelligence, 5G, or electric vehicles. 

 

Main regions of China 

China is divided into seven major geographical regions, each with distinct physical, cultural, and 

economic characteristics. These regions help explain China’s diversity in climate, resources, and 

development. 

 

(i) North China (Huáběi) 

o Provinces: Beijing, Tianjin, Hebei, Shanxi, Inner Mongolia. 

o Features: Political center (Beijing), dry climate, agriculture (wheat, maize). 

o Importance: Government, culture, and historical sites like the Great Wall. 

(ii) Northeast China (Dōngběi) 

o Provinces: Liaoning, Jilin, Heilongjiang. 

o Features: Cold winters, fertile plains, heavy industry. 

o Importance: Known as China’s “rust belt” with steel and machinery production. 

(iii) East China (Huádōng) 

o Provinces: Shanghai, Jiangsu, Zhejiang, Anhui, Fujian, Jiangxi, Shandong (sometimes 

Taiwan included). 

o Features: Densely populated, advanced economy, coastal trade hubs. 

o Importance: Shanghai is China’s financial capital; strong manufacturing and exports. 

(iv) South China (Huánán) 

o Provinces: Guangdong, Guangxi, Hainan (plus Hong Kong and Macau as SARs). 

o Features: Subtropical climate, Pearl River Delta industries. 

o Importance: Shenzhen and Guangzhou are tech and trade centers. 

(v) Central China (Huázhōng) 
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o Provinces: Henan, Hubei, Hunan. 

o Features: Agricultural heartland, Yangtze River basin. 

o Importance: Major grain production and transport corridor. 

 

(vi) Southwest China (Xīnán) 

o Provinces: Sichuan, Chongqing, Guizhou, Yunnan, Tibet. 

o Features: Mountains, plateaus, ethnic diversity. 

o Importance: Hydropower, tourism (Himalayas, pandas in Sichuan). 

(vii) Northwest China (Xīběi) 

o Provinces: Shaanxi, Gansu, Qinghai, Ningxia, Xinjiang. 

o Features: Arid climate, deserts, Silk Road heritage. 

o Importance: Oil, gas, and cross-border trade with Central Asia. 

 

Summary Table 

Region Provinces Key Features Importance 

North 

China 

Beijing, Tianjin, Hebei, Shanxi, Inner 

Mongolia 

Dry climate, wheat 

farming 

Political & cultural 

center 

Northeast Liaoning, Jilin, Heilongjiang Cold winters, 

industry 

Steel & machinery 

East China Shanghai, Jiangsu, Zhejiang, Anhui, 

Fujian, Jiangxi, Shandong 

Coastal, dense 

population 

Finance & exports 

South China Guangdong, Guangxi, Hainan, HK, 

Macau 

Subtropical, Pearl 

River Delta 

Tech & trade 

Central 

China 

Henan, Hubei, Hunan Yangtze basin, 

agriculture 

Grain production 

Southwest Sichuan, Chongqing, Guizhou, 

Yunnan, Tibet 

Mountains, ethnic 

diversity 

Hydropower, 

tourism 

Northwest Shaanxi, Gansu, Qinghai, Ningxia, 

Xinjiang 

Arid, deserts Oil, Silk Road trade 
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Exercise 3 

1. Which region is China’s political center? 

2. Name one province in Northeast China. 

3. Why is East China important economically? 

4. What is a key feature of Southwest China? 

5. Which region includes Xinjiang and deserts? 

 

     Answers 

1. North China (Beijing). 

2. Liaoning, Jilin, or Heilongjiang. 

3. It is a hub for finance, manufacturing, and exports. 

4. Mountainous terrain and ethnic diversity. 

5. Northwest China. 

 

Factors Contributing to China’s Development 

(i) Economic Reforms (1978 onwards): 

o Introduction of market-oriented policies under Deng Xiaoping. 

o De-collectivization of agriculture, allowing farmers to sell surplus produce. 

o Opening up to foreign investment and global trade. 

(ii) Industrialization and Manufacturing: 

o Focus on low-cost, large-scale manufacturing made China the “factory of the 

world.” 

o Export-led growth strategy boosted GDP and foreign reserves. 

o Development of special economic zones (SEZs) like Shenzhen. 

(iii) Infrastructure Development: 

o Massive investment in roads, railways, ports, and airports. 

o Expansion of energy projects (hydropower, coal, renewables). 

o Modern cities like Shanghai and Shenzhen became global hubs. 

(iv) Human Capital and Education: 
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o Investment in education and skills training improved productivity. 

o Large labor force supported industrial growth. 

(v) Foreign Direct Investment (FDI): 

o Attracted multinational companies with cheap labor and favorable policies. 

o Integrated into global supply chains. 

(vi) Government Planning: 

o Strong role of the Communist Party in guiding development. 

o Five-Year Plans prioritized industry, technology, and infrastructure. 

 

Challenges China Faced 

(i) Environmental Degradation: Pollution from coal, factories, and cars. 

(ii) Regional Inequality: Coastal regions developed faster than inland areas. 

(iii) Debt Risks: Heavy borrowing for infrastructure projects. 

(iv) Demographic Pressures: Aging population and shrinking workforce. 

(v) Global Trade Tensions: Dependence on exports made China vulnerable to tariffs and 

disputes. 

 

Summary Table 

Factor Contribution to Development Challenge 

Economic Reforms Opened markets, boosted trade Risk of inequality 

Industrialization Made China “factory of the world” Pollution, overcapacity 

Infrastructure Improved transport & energy High debt burden 

Education Skilled workforce Pressure from aging population 

FDI Integrated into global supply chains Dependence on foreign markets 

 

Exercise 4 

1. What reforms did Deng Xiaoping introduce in 1978? 

2. Why are special economic zones important in China’s development? 

3. Mention one infrastructure project that boosted China’s growth. 
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4. What environmental challenge resulted from rapid industrialization? 

5. How does China’s aging population affect future development? 

 

     Answers 

1. Market-oriented reforms, de-collectivization of agriculture, opening to foreign 

investment. 

2. They attracted foreign companies and boosted exports. 

3. Expansion of railways, highways, and ports. 

4. Pollution from coal and factories. 

5. It reduces the labor force and increases social welfare costs. 

 

Scenario Question 

"Imagine you are a Ugandan student comparing China’s development with Uganda’s. Your 

teacher asks you to explain what lessons Uganda can learn from the factors that contributed to 

China’s rapid development, and what challenges Uganda should avoid. Use examples to support 

your answer." 

 

     Suggested Answer 

(i) Economic Reforms: 

o China’s shift to market-oriented policies boosted trade and industry. 

o Lesson: Uganda can encourage private sector growth and improve investment 

policies. 

(ii) Industrialization: 

o China became the “factory of the world” through manufacturing and exports. 

Lesson: Uganda can promote industrial parks and value addition to raw materials (e.g., 

coffee processing). 

(iii) Infrastructure Development: 

o China invested heavily in roads, railways, and energy projects. 



P a g e  | 11 Download free primary notes from digitalteachers.co.ug website 
 

Lesson: Uganda should prioritize transport corridors and energy supply to support trade 

and industry. 

(iv) Education and Skills: 

o China invested in education to build a skilled workforce. 

Lesson: Uganda can strengthen technical and vocational training to support industrial 

growth. 

(v) Foreign Investment: 

o China attracted multinational companies with favorable policies. 

Lesson: Uganda can create investment-friendly environments to attract global investors. 

Challenges Uganda Should Avoid 

(i) Environmental Degradation: 

o China’s rapid industrialization caused pollution. 

Lesson: Uganda should adopt green technologies and protect natural resources. 

(ii) Regional Inequality: 

o Coastal China developed faster than inland areas. 

Lesson: Uganda should ensure balanced regional development (e.g., support northern 

Uganda). 

(iii) Debt Risks: 

Heavy borrowing for infrastructure created debt burdens. 

Lesson: Uganda must manage loans carefully to avoid unsustainable debt. 

(iv) Demographic Pressures: 

o China faces an aging population. 

Lesson: Uganda should plan for population growth and youth employment. 

 

Vote Dr. Bbosa Science President of Uganda 2031→ 

Time, t, is now!!! 

 Thank you  
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Dr. Bbosa Science 


