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Senior 3 Geography (New curriculum) 

Vote Dr. Bbosa Science President of Uganda 2031→ 

 

Time, t, is now!!! 
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Term 2 

Theme: Introduction to the Rhine lands and China; agriculture in Africa  

Topic 3/3: THE DEVELOPMENT OF AGRICULTURE IN AFRICA 

 

Competency: After studying this topic, the learner should understand the development of arable 

and pastoral farming and factors influencing them in Africa, how they are changing from 

subsistence to commercial, and how they can be improved. 
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Main Types of Agriculture in East Africa 

Type of 

Agriculture 

Description Examples in Uganda & East Africa 

Subsistence 

Farming 

Small-scale farming for family use; 

simple tools and mixed cropping. 

Common in Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania 

— crops like maize, beans, cassava, 

bananas. 

Commercial 

Farming 

Large-scale farming for 

sale/export; uses machinery and 

fertilizers. 

Tea and coffee estates in Uganda and 

Kenya; sugarcane in Jinja and Kakira. 

Pastoralism Rearing livestock in dry areas; 

nomadic or semi-nomadic. 

Karamoja (Uganda), northern Kenya, 

and Tanzania. 

Mixed Farming Combination of crops and animals 

on the same farm. 

Central Uganda and highlands of 

Kenya. 

Irrigation 

Farming 

Artificial watering of crops in dry 

areas. 

Mwea Irrigation Scheme (Kenya), Doho 

Rice Scheme (Uganda). 

Plantation 

Farming 

Large estates growing one crop for 

export. 

Tea in Kericho (Kenya), coffee in 

Mukono (Uganda), sisal in Tanzania. 
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Factors Influencing Agriculture in East Africa 

Factor Influence Example 

Climate Determines crop and livestock types; 

rainfall and temperature affect yields. 

Bananas thrive in wet Central 

Uganda; cattle in dry Karamoja. 

Soil Fertility Rich volcanic soils favor crops; poor 

soils limit farming. 

Fertile soils in Mount Elgon and 

Rwenzori areas support coffee and 

tea. 

Relief Flat areas suit mechanized farming; 

steep slopes limit cultivation. 

Plains of Busoga vs slopes of Mount 

Elgon. 

Technology Use of machinery, irrigation, and 

fertilizers increases productivity. 

Doho Rice Scheme uses irrigation 

pumps. 

Market 

Availability 

Farmers near towns grow cash crops 

for sale. 

Sugarcane near Jinja and Kampala. 

Government 

Policy 

Encourages export crops and 

cooperatives. 

Uganda Coffee Development 

Authority supports coffee farmers. 

Cultural 

Practices 

Traditions influence crop choices and 

livestock keeping. 

Pastoralism among Karamojong and 

Maasai. 

 

 Scenario Question 

"Imagine you are a geography student in Uganda. Your teacher asks you to explain how different 

types of agriculture in East Africa are influenced by physical and human factors. Use examples 

from Uganda and neighboring countries." 

     Answer 

Subsistence farming dominates rural Uganda due to fertile soils and reliable rainfall. 

In dry areas like Karamoja, pastoralism is common because of limited rainfall.  

Commercial and plantation farming thrive in regions with good transport and markets, such as 

tea estates in Kenya and coffee plantations in Uganda.  

Irrigation schemes like Doho and Mwea overcome dry conditions, showing how technology 

helps farmers adapt to climate challenges. 
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How Climate Influences Agriculture in Africa 

(i) Rainfall Distribution 

Areas with high rainfall (like equatorial regions) support cash crops such as coffee, tea, 

and cocoa. 

Semi-arid and arid regions (like the Sahel and Horn of Africa) favor pastoralism and 

drought-resistant crops such as millet and sorghum. 

Seasonal rainfall affects planting and harvesting times — farmers depend on rainy 

seasons for crop growth. 

(ii) Temperature 

Warm tropical temperatures allow year-round farming in humid zones. 

Cooler highland areas (e.g., Kenya’s and Uganda’s highlands) are ideal for tea and coffee. 

Extremely hot regions limit crop growth and encourage livestock rearing instead. 

(iii) Droughts and Floods 

Frequent droughts in East and Southern Africa reduce yields and cause food shortages. 

Floods in river basins (like the Nile and Niger) can destroy crops but also enrich soils with 

silt. 

(iv) Vegetation and Soil Formation 

Climate influences vegetation, which in turn affects soil fertility. 

Humid climates produce rich soils for farming, while deserts have poor, sandy soils. 

(v) Agricultural Systems 

Irrigation farming develops in dry areas to overcome low rainfall (e.g., Egypt’s Nile 

Valley, Doho Rice Scheme in Uganda). 

Mixed farming thrives in moderate climates with reliable rainfall. 
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Summary Table 

Climate Aspect Effect on Agriculture Examples 

High rainfall Supports crop farming Coffee in Uganda, tea in Kenya 

Low rainfall Encourages pastoralism Cattle in Karamoja, goats in Somalia 

Cool highlands Favors cash crops Tea in Kericho, coffee in Mbale 

Droughts Reduce yields Sahel region 

Floods Damage crops but enrich soils Nile Delta, Lake Victoria basin 

 

Scenario Question 

"Imagine you are a geography student studying African agriculture. Your teacher asks you to 

explain how climate influences the types of crops and livestock grown in different parts of Africa, 

using examples from East and West Africa." 

 

     Model Answer 

In Africa, climate determines the kind of agriculture practiced.  

(i) Regions with high rainfall, such as Uganda and Ghana, grow crops like coffee, tea, and 

cocoa.  

(ii) Dry areas like northern Kenya and Niger support pastoralism because of limited rainfall.  

(iii) Highland areas with cool temperatures favor tea and coffee,  

(iv) Irrigation farming in Egypt and Sudan helps overcome drought.  

Thus, climate controls crop choice, livestock distribution, and farming methods across the 

continent. 

 

The importance of land and water as sources of food, livelihood, and income for families, 

clans, and communities in Africa  

 

Importance of Land 

(i) Food Production: Land provides space for growing crops such as maize, beans, bananas, 

coffee, and tea — the main source of food for families. 
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(ii) Livelihood: Families depend on land for farming, grazing animals, and building homes. 

(iii) Income Generation: Cash crops like coffee, tea, and cotton earn money for families and 

communities. 

(iv) Cultural Value: Land is inherited and shared among clan members, symbolizing unity and 

identity. 

(v) Settlement and Development: Land supports housing, schools, and roads, forming the 

foundation of community life. 

 

Importance of Water 

(i) Source of Food: Rivers, lakes, and swamps provide fish and water for crops and animals. 

(ii) Livelihood: Fishing communities earn income from selling fish and related products. 

(iii) Agriculture: Water is used for irrigation, especially in dry areas like northern Kenya and 

eastern Uganda. 

(iv) Transport: Lakes and rivers serve as routes for trade and communication. 

(v) Domestic Use: Families use water for drinking, cooking, and cleaning — essential for 

health and hygiene. 

(vi) Cultural and Spiritual Value: Many clans consider water bodies sacred and use them in 

traditional rituals. 

 

Combined Importance of Land and Water 

Aspect Land Water 

Food Source Crops and livestock Fish and irrigation for crops 

Livelihood Farming and grazing Fishing and transport 

Income Sale of crops and animals Sale of fish and water services 

Cultural Value Clan inheritance and identity Rituals and community gatherings 
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 Scenario Question 

"Imagine you are a student in Uganda. Your teacher asks you to explain how land and water 

provide food, livelihood, and income for families, clans, and communities in East Africa. Use 

examples from your local area." 

 

     Model Answer 

(i) Land provides food through crop farming and livestock rearing,  

(ii) Water bodies supply fish and irrigation for crops.  

(iii) Families earn income by selling agricultural produce and fish,  

(iv) clans value land and water as symbols of identity and heritage.  

(v) Communities depend on them for settlement, trade, and cultural practices, making land 

and water vital for survival and development. 

 

Dangers of Overusing Land 

(i) Soil Erosion:  remove of vegetable cover from soil expose it to agents of erosion 

(ii) Soil exhaustion: Continuous cultivation without rest strips soil of nutrients reducing crop 

yields 

(iii) Desertification: Overgrazing and deforestation turn fertile land into barren ground. 

(iv) Conflicts: Scarcity of land leads to disputes among families and clans. 

(v) Reduced Food Security: Declining productivity threatens household survival. 

 

 Dangers of Overusing Water 

(i) Water Shortages: Overuse for irrigation and domestic needs reduces supply. 

(ii) Pollution: Dumping waste into rivers and lakes contaminates water. 

(iii) Loss of Aquatic Life: Overfishing and pollution destroy fish stocks. 

(iv) Health Risks: Communities suffer from unsafe drinking water. 

(v) Climate Stress: Overuse worsens drought impacts in semi-arid areas. 
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Need to Conserve Land and Water 

(i) Sustainable Farming: Practicing crop rotation, agroforestry, and organic farming. 

(ii) Tree Planting: Prevents soil erosion and restores fertility. 

(iii) Controlled Grazing: Reduces overgrazing and land degradation. 

(iv) Water Harvesting: Collecting rainwater for domestic and farm use. 

(v) Pollution Control: Proper waste disposal to protect rivers and lakes. 

(vi) Community Awareness: Educating families and clans on resource management. 

 

Summary Table 

Resource Dangers of Overuse Conservation Measures 

Land Soil erosion, desertification, loss of 

fertility 

Crop rotation, tree planting, controlled 

grazing 

Water Shortages, pollution, loss of 

aquatic life 

Rainwater harvesting, pollution control, 

sustainable fishing 

 

Scenario Question 

"Imagine you are a student in Uganda. Your teacher asks you to explain the dangers of overusing 

land and water resources in your local area and suggest measures to conserve them for future 

generations." 

     Model Answer 

Overusing land leads to soil erosion, desertification, and reduced fertility, while overusing water 

causes shortages, pollution, and loss of aquatic life. In my local area, families depend on land for 

farming and water for fishing and domestic use. To conserve these resources, communities 

should practice crop rotation, plant trees, harvest rainwater, and control pollution. This ensures 

food, livelihood, and income for families, clans, and communities in the future. 
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The main subsistence and commercial crops and the main animals kept in Uganda and East 

Africa  

 

Subsistence Crops 

These are grown mainly for family consumption: 

• Maize  

• Beans 

• Cassava 

• Sweet potatoes 

• Bananas (matooke)  

• Millet & sorghum (especially in drier areas) 

 

Commercial Crops 

These are grown for sale and export: 

• Coffee (Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania) 

• Tea (Kenya highlands, Uganda’s Fort Portal, Tanzania) 

• Cotton 

• Sugarcane 

• Tobacco 

• Flowers & horticultural crops (Kenya exports roses, Uganda exports vegetables) 

 

Main Animals Kept 

(i) Cattle: For milk, beef, hides (common in Karamoja, Maasai areas of Kenya/Tanzania). 

(ii) Goats: Hardy animals kept across Uganda and East Africa. 

(iii) Sheep: Common in highland and semi-arid areas. 

(iv) Poultry: Chickens for eggs and meat. 

(v) Pigs: Increasingly kept in Uganda for pork. 

(vi) Camels: In arid northern Kenya and Somali regions. 
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Summary Table 

Category Examples Purpose 

Subsistence crops Maize, beans, cassava, bananas Family food security 

Commercial crops Coffee, tea, cotton, sugarcane Income & export earnings 

Animals kept Cattle, goats, sheep, poultry, pigs, camels Milk, meat, hides, income 

 

Scenario Question 

"Imagine you are a geography student in Uganda. Your teacher asks you to explain the main 

subsistence and commercial crops grown, and the main animals kept in Uganda and East Africa, 

showing how they support food, livelihood, and income." 

 

     Model Answer 

Subsistence crops such as maize, beans, cassava, and bananas provide food for families. 

Commercial crops like coffee, tea, cotton, and sugarcane are grown for sale and export, earning 

income for communities. Animals such as cattle, goats, sheep, poultry, and pigs provide milk, 

meat, hides, and income. Together, these crops and animals ensure food security, livelihoods, 

and economic development in Uganda and East Africa. 

 

Comparison of traditional pastoral farming and modern ranching 

Traditional Pastoral Farming 

(i) Nomadic/Semi-nomadic: Families move with animals in search of pasture and water. 

(ii) Small-scale: Herds are usually limited to family or clan ownership. 

(iii) Low technology: Simple tools, no veterinary services, little mechanization. 

(iv) Communal land use: Grazing is often on shared land without clear boundaries. 

(v) Unstable production: Dependent on rainfall and vulnerable to drought. 

(vi) Cultural significance: Strongly tied to traditions (e.g., Maasai, Karamojong). 

 

Modern Ranching 

(i) Settled system: Animals are kept on fenced ranches with controlled grazing. 
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(ii) Large-scale: Commercial enterprises with hundreds or thousands of animals. 

(iii) High technology: Use of veterinary services, improved breeds, and mechanization. 

(iv) Private land ownership: Ranches are managed as individual businesses. 

(v) Stable production: Animals are fed on pasture and supplements, less affected by 

drought. 

(vi) Market-oriented: Focused on producing beef, milk, hides, and wool for sale/export. 

 

Comparison Table 

Aspect Traditional Pastoral Farming Modern Ranching 

Mobility Nomadic/semi-nomadic Settled, fenced 

Scale Small, family/clan herds Large, commercial enterprises 

Technology Simple tools, low input Veterinary care, mechanization 

Land Use Communal grazing Private ownership 

Production Unstable, rain-dependent Stable, market-oriented 

Cultural Role Strong traditions Business-focused 

 

Scenario Question 

"Imagine you are a geography student in Uganda. Your teacher asks you to explain the 

differences between traditional pastoral farming and modern ranching, showing how each 

affects food supply, income, and culture in East Africa." 

 

     Model Answer 

Traditional pastoral farming is nomadic, small-scale, and relies on communal land, making it 

vulnerable to drought but important for cultural identity. Modern ranching is settled, large-

scale, and uses technology, producing stable supplies of meat, milk, and hides for markets. While 

pastoralism supports traditions and family survival, ranching contributes more to national 

income and exports. 
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The challenges and solutions to subsistence and commercial farming in Uganda and Africa  

Challenges of Subsistence Farming 

(i) Low productivity: Use of simple tools and traditional methods. 

(ii) Dependence on rainfall: Vulnerable to droughts and floods. 

(iii) Limited market access: Little surplus for sale. 

(iv) Pests and diseases: Affect crops and livestock. 

(v) Land fragmentation: Small plots due to inheritance. 

 

Solutions for Subsistence Farming 

(i) Introduce improved seeds and fertilizers. 

(ii) Promote irrigation and water harvesting. 

(iii) Strengthen cooperatives for marketing surplus. 

(iv) Provide extension services for pest control. 

(v) Encourage land consolidation and better planning. 

 

Challenges of Commercial Farming 

(i) High costs: Machinery, fertilizers, and labor are expensive. 

(ii) Market fluctuations: Prices of cash crops vary globally. 

(iii) Environmental degradation: Monoculture and overuse of chemicals. 

(iv) Land conflicts: Large estates displace small farmers. 

(v) Dependence on exports: Vulnerable to global demand changes. 

 

Solutions for Commercial Farming 

(i) Diversify crops to reduce risks. 

(ii) Adopt sustainable farming practices (crop rotation, organic methods). 

(iii) Improve infrastructure (roads, storage, irrigation). 

(iv) Strengthen government policies to stabilize prices. 

(v) Encourage value addition (processing coffee, tea, cotton locally). 
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Summary Table 

Type of 

Farming 

Challenges Solutions 

Subsistence Low productivity, rainfall dependence, 

pests, land fragmentation 

Improved seeds, irrigation, 

cooperatives, extension services 

Commercial High costs, market fluctuations, 

environmental degradation, land 

conflicts 

Diversification, sustainable 

practices, infrastructure, value 

addition 

 

Scenario Question 

"Imagine you are a geography student in Uganda. Your teacher asks you to explain the 

challenges faced by subsistence and commercial farming, and suggest solutions to improve both 

systems for families and communities." 

 

     Model Answer 

Subsistence farming faces challenges such as low productivity, dependence on rainfall, and land 

fragmentation. Solutions include using improved seeds, irrigation, and cooperatives. Commercial 

farming faces challenges like high costs, market fluctuations, and environmental degradation. 

Solutions include crop diversification, sustainable practices, better infrastructure, and value 

addition. Together, these measures can improve food security, income, and development in 

Uganda and East Africa. 

 

Smallholdings 

Definition: Small family-owned farms, usually 1–5 hectares. 

Characteristics: Mixed cropping, family labor, traditional tools, mainly subsistence. 

 

Advantages 

(i) Provide food security for families. 

(ii) Flexible — farmers grow diverse crops. 
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(iii) Preserve cultural farming traditions. 

(iv) Low cost of operation. 

 

Disadvantages 

(i) Low productivity due to simple tools. 

(ii) Vulnerable to droughts and pests. 

(iii) Limited access to markets. 

(iv) Land fragmentation reduces efficiency. 

 

 Plantations 

Definition: Large-scale farms, often hundreds of hectares, growing one crop (monoculture). 

Characteristics: Use of machinery, hired labor, cash crops for export (coffee, tea, sugarcane, 

sisal). 

 

Advantages 

(i) High productivity and economies of scale. 

(ii) Generate foreign exchange through exports. 

(iii) Provide employment to many workers. 

(iv) Encourage infrastructure development (roads, factories). 

 

Disadvantages 

(i) Monoculture depletes soil fertility. 

(ii) Profits often go to foreign owners. 

(iii) Workers may face poor conditions. 

(iv) Displacement of small farmers and communities. 
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Comparison Table 

Aspect Smallholdings Plantations 

Size 1–5 hectares Hundreds of hectares 

Ownership Family/clan Companies or wealthy individuals 

Purpose Subsistence, local markets Export and profit 

Labor Family-based Hired labor 

Technology Traditional tools Modern machinery 

Advantages Food security, diversity, low cost High output, jobs, foreign exchange 

Disadvantages Low productivity, market limits Soil depletion, foreign profit, displacement 

 

Scenario Question 

“Imagine you are a geography student in Uganda. Your teacher asks you to explain the 

differences between smallholdings and plantations, and discuss their advantages and 

disadvantages for families and communities.” 

 

     Model Answer 

(i) Smallholdings are small family farms that provide food security and preserve traditions 

but face challenges of low productivity and limited markets.  

(ii) Plantations are large-scale farms producing cash crops for export, offering jobs and 

foreign exchange but often displacing communities and depleting soils.  

(iii) Both systems are important, but Uganda needs to balance them to ensure food security 

and economic growth. 

 

Factors favoring southern Ghana suitable for cocoa as a cash crop  

(i) suitable climate: heavy rain and hot temperatures throughout year  

(ii) high relative humidity  

(iii) deep, fertile soils  

(iv) flat relief  

(v) labour supply from family members  
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(vi) good overseas market for cocoa  

(vii) transport to ports by road and rail  

(viii) government organised marketing at first 

 

Differences Between Traditional Pastoral Farming and Modern Ranching 

Aspect Traditional Pastoral Farming Modern Ranching 

Mobility Nomadic/semi-nomadic; herders 

move with animals in search of 

pasture and water 

Settled; animals kept on fenced ranches 

with controlled grazing 

Scale Small herds, family/clan-based Large herds, commercial enterprises 

Technology Simple tools, low veterinary care Modern machinery, veterinary services, 

improved breeds 

Land Use Communal grazing lands Private ownership, fenced land 

Production Rainfall-dependent, unstable yields Stable, market-oriented production 

Cultural 

Role 

Strongly tied to traditions (Maasai, 

Karamojong) 

Business-focused, less cultural 

significance 

 

Advantages of Traditional Pastoral Farming 

(i) Preserves cultural heritage and clan identity. 

(ii) Adapted to harsh climates and marginal lands. 

(iii) Low cost of operation, uses natural grazing. 

(iv) Promotes community cooperation and shared resources. 

 

Disadvantages 

(i) Low productivity and income. 

(ii) Vulnerable to droughts and climate change. 

(iii) Overgrazing leads to land degradation. 

(iv) Limited access to markets and veterinary services. 
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Advantages of Modern Ranching 

(i) High productivity (milk, meat, hides, wool). 

(ii) Stable supply for local and export markets. 

(iii) Creates jobs in ranch management and processing. 

(iv) Efficient land use with controlled grazing. 

 

 Disadvantages 

(i) Requires high capital investment. 

(ii) Risk of environmental degradation (soil erosion, deforestation). 

(iii) May displace traditional pastoral communities. 

(iv) Dependence on fluctuating global markets. 

 

 Challenges Faced by Both Systems 

Pastoralism: Droughts, land conflicts, disease outbreaks, limited modernization. 

Ranching: High costs, climate vulnerability, market dependence, environmental risks. 

 

Scenario Question 

“Imagine you are a geography student in Uganda. Your teacher asks you to explain the 

differences between traditional pastoral farming and modern ranching, and discuss the 

advantages, disadvantages, and challenges of each system in East Africa.” 

 

     Model Answer 

Traditional pastoral farming is nomadic, small-scale, and culturally important, but it faces 

challenges of low productivity, drought, and overgrazing. Modern ranching is settled, large-scale, 

and market-oriented, offering high yields and income but requiring heavy investment and risking 

environmental damage. Both systems are vital: pastoralism sustains traditions and survival in dry 

areas, while ranching supports national economies and exports. 
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The importance of agriculture in the economies of African countries 

Agriculture is the backbone of most African economies, providing food, jobs, and foreign 

exchange. Its importance can be appreciated across several dimensions  

(i) Food Security 

Agriculture supplies staple foods like maize, cassava, sorghum, rice, and bananas. 

Ensures survival of families and reduces dependence on imports. 

(ii) Employment Opportunities 

Majority of Africans work in farming, livestock keeping, or fishing. 

Provides jobs in rural areas where industries are limited. 

(iii) Income Generation 

Families earn money from selling crops and livestock. 

Cash crops like coffee, tea, cocoa, cotton, and sugarcane are major income sources. 

(iv) Foreign Exchange Earnings 

Export crops (coffee, tea, cocoa, flowers, fish) bring in foreign currency. 

Agriculture remains the backbone of exports in countries like Uganda, Kenya, Ghana, and 

Ethiopia. 

(v) Industrial Development 

Provides raw materials for industries: 

o Cotton → textiles. 

o Sugarcane → sugar factories. 

o Milk → dairy processing plants. 

Stimulates agro-industries and manufacturing. 

(vi) Community and Cultural Value 

Land and farming are tied to clan identity and inheritance. 

Farming traditions strengthen community bonds and cultural practices. 
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Summary Table 

Importance Examples in Africa 

Food Security Maize, cassava, bananas 

Employment Majority rural jobs in farming 

Income Coffee, tea, cocoa, sugarcane 

Foreign Exchange Coffee exports from Uganda, cocoa from Ghana 

Industrial Growth Cotton → textiles, sugarcane → sugar 

Cultural Value Land inheritance, clan farming traditions 

 

Scenario Question 

"Imagine you are a geography student in Uganda. Your teacher asks you to explain the 

importance of agriculture in the economies of African countries, using examples from Uganda, 

Kenya, and Ghana." 

     Model Answer 

Agriculture is vital to African economies because it provides food security through crops like 

maize and cassava, employment for the majority of rural people, and income from cash crops 

such as coffee and tea. It earns foreign exchange from exports like cocoa in Ghana and coffee in 

Uganda, supports industrial development by supplying raw materials, and holds cultural value as 

land is inherited and tied to clan identity. 

 

Factors that favor plantation farming in Liberia, challenges and solutions 

Plantation farming in Liberia is favored by fertile soils, abundant rainfall, and a tropical climate, 

but faces challenges such as poor infrastructure, land tenure insecurity, and climate change. 

Solutions include sustainable farming practices, investment in infrastructure, and stronger 

government policies. 

 

Factors Favoring Plantation Farming in Liberia 

(i) Fertile Soils: Liberia has about 3.5 million hectares of arable land, suitable for crops like 

rubber, palm oil, cocoa, and coffee. 



P a g e  | 21 Download free primary notes from digitalteachers.co.ug website 
 

(ii) Tropical Climate: High rainfall and warm temperatures favor perennial cash crops. 

(iii) Abundant Water Resources: Rivers and rainfall support irrigation and crop growth. 

(iv) Large Land Availability: Plantations thrive on extensive land areas, which Liberia 

possesses. 

(v) Export Demand: Strong global markets for rubber, palm oil, and cocoa encourage 

plantation farming. 

(vi) Labor Supply: A large rural population provides workforce for plantations. 

 

Challenges Facing Plantation Farming 

(i) Land Tenure Insecurity: Disputes over ownership discourage investment. 

(ii) Poor Infrastructure: Weak roads and transport limit access to markets. 

(iii) Limited Access to Credit: Farmers struggle to finance large-scale operations. 

(iv) Climate Change: Droughts, floods, and unpredictable rainfall reduce yields. 

(v) Environmental Degradation: Deforestation and soil depletion from monoculture. 

(vi) Post-Conflict Effects: Civil war destroyed agricultural infrastructure and displaced 

communities. 

(vii) Pests and Diseases: Affect crops like cocoa and rubber. 

 

Solutions to Plantation Farming Challenges 

(i) Policy Reforms: Strengthen land tenure laws to secure ownership. 

(ii) Infrastructure Investment: Build better roads, storage facilities, and irrigation systems. 

(iii) Access to Credit: Provide affordable loans and financial support to farmers. 

(iv) Sustainable Practices: Crop rotation, agroforestry, and organic fertilization to protect 

soils. 

(v) Research & Technology: Introduce improved seeds, pest control, and mechanization. 

(vi) International Partnerships: NGOs and development agencies support training and 

funding. 

(vii) Climate Adaptation: Promote water conservation and drought-resistant crops. 

 



P a g e  | 22 Download free primary notes from digitalteachers.co.ug website 
 

Summary Table 

Aspect Details 

Favoring 

Factors 

Fertile soils, tropical climate, abundant water, export demand, labor supply 

Challenges Land tenure insecurity, poor infrastructure, limited credit, climate change, 

deforestation, pests 

Solutions Policy reforms, infrastructure investment, credit access, sustainable practices, 

research & technology, partnerships 

 

Scenario Question 

"Imagine you are a geography student in Uganda. Your teacher asks you to explain the factors 

that favor plantation farming in Liberia, the challenges it faces, and the solutions that can 

improve it. Use examples of crops like rubber, palm oil, and cocoa." 

     Model Answer 

Plantation farming in Liberia is favored by fertile soils, tropical climate, abundant rainfall, and 

global demand for crops like rubber and palm oil. However, it faces challenges such as land 

tenure insecurity, poor infrastructure, limited credit, and environmental degradation. Solutions 

include policy reforms to secure land ownership, investment in roads and irrigation, access to 

credit, sustainable farming practices, and international partnerships to support farmers. These 

measures can strengthen Liberia’s plantation sector and boost its economy. 

 

 

Vote Dr. Bbosa Science President of Uganda 2031→ 

Time, t, is now!!! 

 Thank you  

Dr. Bbosa Science 


