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Term 3 

Theme: Transport, communication and trade in Africa 

Topic 2/2: TRADE BETWEEN EUROPE, ESPECIALLY THE RHINELANDS, AND 

AFRICA; AND BETWEEN CHINA AND AFRICA 

Competency: After studying this topic, the learners should know and understand the main 

forms of trade between Europe, including the Rhinelands, and Africa and the advantages and 

disadvantages for both sides; the trade between China and Africa and the reasons for its 

increasing importance. 

 

 

Scenario Question 1 

"Imagine you are a geography student preparing a report for the Ministry of Trade. Explain 

the nature of trade between Europe, especially the Rhinelands, and Africa, showing the main 

exports, imports, and contributions to development." 
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     Model Answer 

Nature of Trade 

(i) Trade between the Rhinelands of Europe and Africa involves the exchange of 

manufactured goods from Europe for raw materials and agricultural products from 

Africa. 

(ii) The Rhinelands, known for their industrial strength, export machinery, vehicles, 

chemicals, and processed goods. 

(iii) Africa exports minerals, agricultural produce, and energy resources to Europe. 

(iv) This trade is conducted mainly through sea routes linking ports such as Rotterdam, 

Hamburg, Antwerp in Europe and Mombasa, Dar es Salaam, Lagos, and Durban in 

Africa. 

Exports from the Rhinelands to Africa 

(i) Machinery and industrial equipment. 

(ii) Motor vehicles and spare parts. 

(iii) Pharmaceuticals and chemicals. 

(iv) Electrical appliances and manufactured goods. 

(v) Processed foods and textiles. 

Exports from Africa to the Rhinelands 

(i) Agricultural products: coffee, tea, cocoa, cotton, and fruits. 

(ii) Minerals: copper, gold, iron ore, and oil. 

(iii) Fish and horticultural products. 

(iv) Timber and other raw materials. 

Contributions to Development 

(i) Foreign exchange earnings: African countries earn income from exports. 

(ii) Industrial growth: European industries get raw materials for production. 

(iii) Employment creation: Trade supports jobs in transport, manufacturing, and 

agriculture. 

(iv) Infrastructure development: Ports, roads, and railways improve to support trade. 

(v) Technological transfer: Africa benefits from imported machinery and expertise. 
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Challenges in Trade 

(i) Imbalance in trade — Africa exports mainly raw materials while importing expensive 

manufactured goods. 

(ii) Dependence on European markets. 

(iii) Fluctuating prices of raw materials. 

(iv) Transport and communication barriers. 

 

Scenario Question 2 

"Imagine you are a geography student preparing a report for the Ministry of Finance. Explain 

the role of trade in the development of a country, giving both economic and social 

contributions." 

     Model Answer 

Economic Role of Trade 

(i) Foreign exchange earnings: Exporting goods like coffee, tea, and minerals brings in 

foreign currency used to import machinery and technology. 

(ii) Industrial growth: Trade encourages industries to process raw materials for local and 

international markets. 

(iii) Employment creation: Farmers, traders, transporters, and factory workers get jobs 

through trade activities. 

(iv) Infrastructure development: Roads, railways, ports, and markets improve to support 

trade. 

(v) Market expansion: Trade opens wider markets beyond local communities, boosting 

production and investment. 

Social Role of Trade 

(i) Improved living standards: People access diverse goods and services through trade. 

(ii) Cultural exchange: Trade promotes interaction between communities and nations. 

(iii) Food security: Countries import food during shortages and export surplus to 

neighbors. 



P a g e  | 5 Download free primary notes from digitalteachers.co.ug website 
 

(iv) Education and skills development: Trade encourages innovation, entrepreneurship, 

and training. 

(v) Regional cooperation: Trade strengthens ties within organizations like the East 

African Community (EAC) and African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA). 

 

Scenario Question 3 

"Imagine you are a geography student preparing a report for the Ministry of Trade. Explain 

the difficulties countries face when negotiating trade agreements, and suggest how these 

challenges can be overcome." 

     Model Answer 

Difficulties in Negotiating Trade Agreements 

(i) Different economic interests: Countries have varying priorities — exporters want 

open markets, while importers may seek protection. 

(ii) Tariff and non-tariff barriers: Disagreements over customs duties, quotas, and 

standards slow negotiations. 

(iii) Political differences: Conflicts, mistrust, or unstable governments hinder cooperation. 

(iv) Unequal levels of development: Developed countries often dominate negotiations, 

leaving weaker economies disadvantaged. 

(v) Currency and payment issues: Fluctuating exchange rates and lack of stable financial 

systems complicate agreements. 

(vi) Transport and communication barriers: Poor infrastructure makes implementation of 

agreements difficult. 

(vii) Cultural and language differences: Misunderstandings arise during negotiations. 

Possible Solutions 

(i) Strengthening regional blocs like the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) to 

negotiate collectively. 

(ii) Promoting fair trade policies that protect weaker economies. 

(iii) Improving transport and communication infrastructure to support agreements. 

(iv) Encouraging political stability and trust among nations. 
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(v) Using international arbitration bodies (e.g., WTO) to resolve disputes. 

 

Scenario Question 4 

"Imagine you are a geography student preparing a report for the African Union. Explain the 

increasing importance of China in Africa and its contributions to African development, giving 

examples from East Africa and other regions." 

     Model Answer 

(i) Trade Relations 

China is Africa’s largest trading partner. 

Africa exports raw materials (oil, copper, cobalt, coffee) and imports manufactured 

goods (electronics, vehicles, textiles). 

Example: Uganda exports coffee and fish to China, while importing machinery and 

mobile phones. 

(ii) Infrastructure Development 

China finances and builds roads, railways, ports, and airports. 

Example: The Standard Gauge Railway in Kenya and road projects in Uganda. 

(iii) Energy Projects 

China invests in hydropower, solar, and oil exploration. 

Example: The Karuma Hydropower Dam in Uganda was built with Chinese support. 

(iv) Industrial Growth 

China supports industrial parks and manufacturing zones. 

Example: Uganda’s Namanve Industrial Park hosts Chinese factories producing 

textiles and electronics. 

(v) Mining and Resources 

China invests in African minerals like copper, cobalt, and oil. 

Example: The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) exports cobalt to China for battery 

production. 

(vi) Technology and Skills Transfer 
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China provides affordable technology (smartphones, solar panels) and supports ICT 

development. 

Example: Huawei plays a major role in Uganda’s telecom sector. 

 

Scenario Question 5 

"Imagine you are a geography student preparing a report for the Ministry of Planning. Explain 

why it is important to have an economic system that distributes resources equitably, and show 

how this contributes to national development." 

     Model Answer 

 Reasons for Equitable Distribution 

(i) Fairness and social justice: Ensures all citizens benefit from national wealth. 

(ii) Improved living standards: Provides access to food, housing, healthcare, and 

education. 

(iii) National unity: Reduces social tensions between rich and poor. 

(iv) Economic growth: More people participate in production and consumption. 

(v) Poverty reduction: Uplifts marginalized communities by giving them opportunities. 
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Dr. Bbosa Science 


