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Senior 3
Term 2
Theme: Man’s Dominion over the World

Topic 1/1: WEALTH AND DEVELOPMENT

Competency: The learner explores the ways through which wealth can be acquired and the

Christian perspective of wealth development.

.

. Acceptable Ways of CQUirin g Wea ,th ] ‘
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ad .
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Meaning of Wealth and Development
Wealth: Refers to the possession of valuable resources such as money, land, skills, or
property. In biblical terms, wealth is a blessing from God but must be acquired and used

responsibly.
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Development: Refers to the improvement of living standards, infrastructure, education,

health, and social welfare. Development is achieved when wealth is used productively to

benefit individuals and communities.

Acceptable Ways of Acquiring Wealth

(i) Hard work — Through farming, trade, or professional skills (Proverbs 14:23).

(ii) Honesty — Fair business practices and integrity in transactions (Leviticus 19:13).

(iii) Stewardship — Managing resources responsibly, such as land and talents (Matthew

25:14-30).

(iv) Service to others — Providing goods or services that meet community needs.

(v) Innovation — Using creativity and skills to create new opportunities.

Unacceptable Ways of Acquiring Wealth

(i) Corruption — Bribery, embezzlement, or misuse of public funds.

(ii) Exploitation — Underpaying workers or taking advantage of the poor (James 5:4).

(iii) Dishonesty — Fraud, theft, or cheating in trade.

(iv) Oppression — Using power to deny others their rights or resources.

(v) Immoral practices — Gambling, prostitution, or other activities that destroy lives.

Appropriate Use vs Abuse of Wealth

(Proverbs 19:17)

Aspect Appropriate Use Abuse of Wealth

Provision Meeting family needs, education, Neglecting family while chasing
health luxury

Charity Helping the poor and vulnerable Ignoring the needy, selfish living

Development

Investing in community projects,

infrastructure

Hoarding wealth without

benefiting society

Stewardship

Managing resources responsibly

Wastefulness and extravagance

Spiritual

growth

Supporting church and missions

Using wealth for immoral or

ungodly purposes
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Conclusion: The Bible teaches that wealth is a gift and responsibility. It should be acquired
through honest work, stewardship, and service, not through corruption or exploitation.
When used appropriately, wealth promotes development, charity, and justice; when abused,

it leads to selfishness, oppression, and moral decay.

Biblical teachings about wealth

Scenario question 1

Imagine you are a member of the clergy, use proverbs 3:6, Deuteronomy 8:17-18, Hosea 2:8

and 1 Timothy 6:6-7 to identify teachings about wealth.

Model Answer

Biblical teachings about wealth emphasize that all riches come from God, must be used

responsibly, and should never lead to pride or greed. The passages Proverbs 3:6,

Deuteronomy 8:17-18, Hosea 2:8, and 1 Timothy 6:6—7 each reveal unique lessons about how

believers should view and handle wealth.

(i) Proverbs 3:6 “In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths
straight.”

Lesson: Wealth should be pursued with dependence on God. Success and prosperity
come through acknowledging God’s guidance, not human effort alone.

(ii) Deuteronomy 8:17-18 “You may say to yourself, ‘My power and the strength of my
hands have produced this wealth for me.” But remember the Lord your God, for it is He
who gives you the ability to produce wealth.”

Lesson: Wealth is a gift from God. People must remain humble and grateful,
recognizing that their ability to earn comes from Him.

(iii) Hosea 2:8 “She has not acknowledged that | was the one who gave her the grain, the
new wine and oil, who lavished on her silver and gold.”

Lesson: Forgetting God as the source of wealth leads to misuse and idolatry. Wealth

must be used to honor God, not for selfish or sinful purposes.
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(iv) 1 Timothy 6:6—-7 “Godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing
into the world, and we can take nothing out of it.”
Lesson: True wealth lies in spiritual contentment, not material possessions. Christians

should value righteousness and gratitude over riches.

Summary Table

Text Teaching About Wealth Lesson

Proverbs 3:6 Acknowledge God in all Prosperity comes through divine
pursuits guidance

Deuteronomy | God gives power to create Wealth is a gift, not self-made

8:17-18 wealth

Hosea 2:8 God is the source of all riches Forgetting God leads to misuse

1 Timothy Contentment is true gain Spiritual wealth surpasses material

6:6—7 wealth

Conclusion: The Bible teaches that wealth must be earned honestly, used wisely, and
acknowledged as God’s blessing. It warns against pride, greed, and misuse of riches, urging
believers to remain humble, thankful, and content. True prosperity is found not in

possessions but in godliness and gratitude.

Scenario question 2

Imagine you are a member of the clergy, give examples of how wealth promotes content and
happiness in the community.

Model Answer

Wealth promotes contentment and happiness in the community when it is used to improve
lives, foster equality, and support shared progress. The Bible teaches that wealth should
serve others and glorify God, not just satisfy personal desires. The following examples
demonstrate how Wealth Promotes Contentment and Happiness.

(i) Supporting the needy
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(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

Wealth used to help the poor, widows, and orphans brings joy and gratitude in
society.

Example: Funding food programs, shelters, and scholarships creates hope and reduces
suffering.

Creating employment

When wealthy individuals invest in businesses or industries, they provide jobs and
income for others.

Example: A farmer expanding production hires workers, improving community
livelihoods.

Improving social services

Wealth used to build schools, hospitals, and roads promotes education, health, and
mobility.

Example: Donating to a local clinic or constructing classrooms enhances community
well-being.

Promoting peace and unity

Sharing wealth fairly reduces inequality and resentment.

Example: Community development projects funded by local leaders unite people and
foster cooperation.

Encouraging generosity and gratitude

Acts of giving inspire others to be kind and thankful.

Example: A church member supporting a struggling family encourages mutual care

and spiritual growth.

Summary Table

Way Wealth Promotes Example Result in Community
Happiness
Supporting the needy Donations to poor families Reduces suffering and builds
gratitude
Creating employment Expanding local businesses | Provides income and stability
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Improving social services Building schools and Enhances education and

hospitals health
Promoting peace and unity | Community development Strengthens cooperation and
projects harmony
Encouraging generosity Supporting others in need Inspires kindness and

faithfulness

In conclusion: Wealth brings contentment and happiness when it is shared, invested, and
used for the common good. The Bible reminds believers that true joy comes not from

possessing riches but from using them to serve God and uplift others.

The contribution made by Christians in the development of society
Christians have made significant contributions to the development of society by applying
biblical values of love, service, and stewardship. Their work touches education, health, social
justice, and community welfare, all rooted in the belief that serving others is serving God.
(i) Education
o Establishing schools, literacy programs, and universities.
Example: Missionaries in Uganda set up schools that promoted literacy and moral
education.
(ii) Healthcare
o Building hospitals, clinics, and health centers.
Example: Church-founded hospitals provide affordable healthcare, especially in rural
areas.
(iii) Charity and social welfare
o Supporting orphans, widows, and vulnerable groups through donations and
community programs.
Example: Christian organizations run orphanages and feeding programs.
(iv) Peace and justice

o Promoting reconciliation, human rights, and justice.
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Example: Churches mediate conflicts and advocate against corruption and
exploitation.

(v) Community development
o Encouraging voluntary work, vocational training, and self-help projects.
Example: Christians mobilize communities to build wells, roads, and cooperative
societies.

(vi) Spiritual and moral guidance
o Teaching values such as honesty, responsibility, and respect for life.

Example: Sermons and Bible studies shape ethical behavior in workplaces and families.

Summary Table

Contribution Example Impact on Society

Education Missionary schools Literacy and moral growth
Healthcare Church hospitals Improved health services
Charity Orphanages, feeding programs Care for vulnerable groups
Peace & justice Conflict mediation Promotes harmony and fairness
Community Wells, vocational projects Economic and social progress
development

Moral guidance Biblical teaching Ethical living and responsibility

Conclusion: Christians contribute to development by uplifting communities through
education, healthcare, charity, justice, and moral guidance. Their efforts reflect biblical
teachings such as Matthew 23:11 (“The greatest among you will be your servant”) and Acts
20:35 (“It is more blessed to give than to receive”). These contributions promote

contentment, happiness, and sustainable growth in society.

Scenario question 3
Imagine you are a CRE teacher in your school, identify the contribution made by Christianity

in the development of Uganda.
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Model Answer

Christianity has played a major role in the development of Uganda, shaping education,
healthcare, social justice, and moral values. Missionaries and local churches have
contributed to both spiritual growth and practical progress in society.

(i) Education

Missionaries established the first schools in Uganda, promoting literacy and formal
education.

Example: Namilyango College (founded by Catholic missionaries) and King’s College
Budo (founded by Protestants) are among Uganda’s oldest schools.

(ii) Healthcare
Churches built hospitals and health centers, especially in rural areas.

Example: Nsambya Hospital (Catholic) and Mengo Hospital (Anglican) provide
affordable healthcare.

(iii) Social welfare

Christian organizations support orphans, widows, and vulnerable groups through
charity programs.

Example: Compassion International and church orphanages care for disadvantaged
children.

(iv) Peace and justice
Churches promote reconciliation, human rights, and fight against corruption.
Example: The Uganda Joint Christian Council advocates for justice and peace.
(v) Community development
Christians encourage voluntary work, vocational training, and self-help projects.

Example: Church-led cooperatives and savings groups empower communities
economically.

(vi) Moral and spiritual guidance
Christianity instills values such as honesty, responsibility, and respect for human life.

Example: Sermons and Bible studies guide ethical behavior in families and
workplaces.
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Summary Table

Contribution Example in Uganda Impact

Education Missionary schools (Namilyango, Literacy, skilled workforce
Budo)

Healthcare Nsambya & Mengo Hospitals Improved health services

Social welfare Orphanages, Compassion Care for vulnerable groups

International

Peace & justice Uganda Joint Christian Council Promotes harmony and
fairness

Community Church cooperatives, vocational Economic empowerment

development projects

Moral guidance Sermons, Bible studies Ethical living and discipline

Conclusion: Christianity has contributed immensely to Uganda’s education, healthcare, social
justice, community development, and moral guidance. These efforts have shaped Uganda’s
progress and continue to promote peace, unity, and sustainable development.

The value of generosity

Generosity is a core biblical value that strengthens individuals and communities. It is more
than giving material possessions—it reflects love, compassion, and obedience to God.

(i) Expression of love: Generosity shows care for others, fulfilling the command to “love
your neighbor as yourself.”

(ii) Blessing from God: Proverbs 19:17: “Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord,
and He will reward them.” Hence generosity attracts divine favor and blessings.

(iii) Promotion of justice: Generosity reduces inequality by uplifting the poor and
vulnerable, ensuring fairness in society.

(iv) Community unity: Sharing resources fosters cooperation, peace, and solidarity among
people.

(v) Spiritual growth: Generosity reflects obedience to God and strengthens faith,
reminding believers that true wealth lies in service.

(vi) Contentment and joy: Acts of giving bring happiness to both the giver and the
receiver, creating gratitude and hope.
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Summary Table

Value of Generosity | Biblical Basis / Lesson

Expression of love Fulfills command to love neighbor

Blessing from God Proverbs 19:17 — God rewards kindness

Promotion of justice | Reduces inequality and supports fairness

Community unity Sharing fosters peace and cooperation

Spiritual growth Strengthens faith and obedience

Contentment and joy | Giving creates happiness and gratitude

Conclusion: Generosity is valuable because it blesses the giver, uplifts the receiver, and
strengthens society. It promotes justice, unity, and spiritual growth, reminding Christians that
wealth and resources are meant to serve God and humanity.

Scenario question 4

Imagine you are a member of the clergy, use examples to explain the importance of
generosity with reference to 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 Leviticus 25:35—-37, Psalm 41:1-3, Proverbs
11:24-25, Luke 6:37-38).

Model Answer

Generosity is a biblical virtue that brings blessings to both the giver and the receiver,
strengthening communities and glorifying God. The passages you’ve given—2 Corinthians
9:6—15, Leviticus 25:35—-37, Psalm 41:1-3, Proverbs 11:24-25, and Luke 6:37-38—each
highlight its importance.

(i) 2 Corinthians 9:6—15 “Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever
sows generously will also reap generously.”

Lesson: Generosity multiplies blessings. Giving cheerfully brings spiritual and material
rewards, and thanksgiving to God.

(ii) Leviticus 25:35-37 God commands Israel to support the poor without charging
interest.

Lesson: Generosity must be compassionate and fair, protecting the vulnerable from
exploitation.

(iii) Psalm 41:1-3 “Blessed is the one who considers the poor; the Lord delivers him in the
day of trouble.”
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Lesson: Generosity brings divine protection, healing, and blessings to the giver.

(iv) Proverbs 11:24-25 “One person gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds
unduly, but comes to poverty.”

Lesson: Generosity leads to prosperity, while selfishness leads to loss.

(v) Luke 6:37-38 “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken
together and running over...”

Lesson: Generosity invites abundance and reciprocity. God rewards those who give
freely.

Summary Table

Text Teaching on Generosity Lesson

2 Corinthians | Sowing generously brings blessings | Giving cheerfully multiplies rewards
9:6-15

Leviticus Support the poor fairly Generosity protects the vulnerable
25:35-37

Psalm 41:1-3 | Helping the poor brings blessing God delivers and heals the generous
Proverbs Giving leads to prosperity Selfishness leads to loss

11:24-25

Luke 6:37-38 | Give and it will be given Generosity invites abundance

Conclusion: Generosity is important because it brings blessings, promotes justice, protects
the vulnerable, and fosters abundance. The Bible teaches that giving is not loss but gain, as
God rewards cheerful and compassionate givers. In society, generosity creates happiness,
unity, and hope, making communities stronger and more just.

Greed and corruption
Greed

Definition: An excessive and selfish desire for wealth, power, or possessions beyond one’s
needs.

Nature: Greed is an inner attitude or personal vice.

Example: A businessman hoarding food supplies during famine to sell at inflated prices.
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Biblical view: Luke 12:15 warns, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life
does not consist in an abundance of possessions.”

Corruption

Definition: Dishonest or immoral practices, especially by those in authority, to gain unfair
advantage or wealth.

Nature: Corruption is an outward action that harms society.
Example: Government official embezzling public funds meant for building schools.
Biblical view: Amos 5:12 condemns those who “oppress the innocent and take bribes.”

Comparison Table

Aspect Greed Corruption

Definition Excessive selfish desire for Dishonest practices to gain unfair
wealth advantage

Nature Inner attitude/vice Outward action/systemic wrongdoing

Scope Personal, individual Social, institutional, political

Example Hoarding goods for profit Embezzling public funds

Biblical Luke 12:15 — warns against Amos 5:12 — condemns bribery and

teaching greed oppression

Conclusion

Greed is the root—an inner desire for more than one needs.

Corruption is the fruit—an outward manifestation of greed through dishonest actions that
harm society. Both are condemned in the Bible because they destroy justice, fairness, and
community trust.

Scenario question 5
Imagine you are a member of the clergy, use examples to explain the dangers of corruption.
Model Answer

Corruption is dangerous because it destroys trust, deepens poverty, weakens institutions,
and directly harms communities. It leads to poor services, unsafe infrastructure, and fuels
instability, leaving ordinary citizens—especially the poor—most affected.

(i) Weakening infrastructure
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(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

Corruption in construction leads to unsafe buildings and roads.

Example: In Turkey, widespread corruption in the construction sector allowed unsafe
buildings to bypass regulations, contributing to the collapse of over 300,000 buildings
during the 2023 earthquake, killing 50,000 people.

Poor healthcare services
Funds meant for medicines and hospital supplies are stolen or misused.

Example: In Nigeria, up to 30% of healthcare funds were lost to corruption, causing
medicine shortages and preventable deaths.

Deepening poverty
Corruption diverts resources from essential services like education and roads.

Example: In Kenya, 40% of road construction funds were embezzled, leaving
communities isolated and worsening poverty.

Fueling conflict and instability
Corruption enables armed groups and undermines peace efforts.

Example: In Haiti and Afghanistan, corruption diverted public resources, weakened
state institutions, and allowed armed groups to expand, fueling instability.

Loss of public trust
Citizens lose confidence in government and institutions when corruption is rampant.

Example: Bribery and embezzlement in public offices create disillusionment, making
people feel excluded and powerless.

Summary Table

Danger of Example Impact

Corruption

Weak infrastructure | Turkey earthquake buildings Thousands killed, unsafe
collapse housing

Poor healthcare Nigeria medicine shortages Preventable deaths, suffering

Deepening poverty | Kenya road funds embezzled Isolation, economic hardship

Fueling conflict Haiti & Afghanistan Armed groups strengthened

Loss of trust Bribery in offices Citizens disillusioned

P a g e | 14 Download free primary notes from digitalteachers.co.ug website




Conclusion: Corruption is not just a political issue—it has real human costs. It kills through
unsafe buildings, denies medicine to the sick, traps communities in poverty, fuels wars, and
erodes trust in leadership. For Uganda, fighting corruption is essential to ensure
development, justice, and peace.

Wealth as a source of success to encourage commitment and hard work

Wealth can be appreciated as a source of success when it is seen as the fruit of
commitment, hard work, and responsible stewardship. The Bible emphasizes that wealth is
not simply material gain but a blessing that should encourage diligence and service.

Importance of Wealth as a Source of Success
(i) Motivation for hard work
Proverbs 14:23: “All hard work brings a profit, but mere talk leads only to poverty.”

Hence, wealth shows that effort and commitment lead to tangible success, inspiring
continued diligence.

(ii) Encouragement of responsibility
Deuteronomy 8:18: God gives the ability to produce wealth.
Wealth reminds believers to use their talents responsibly and productively.
(iii) Provision for family and community
Wealth enables education, healthcare, and sustenance for families and society.

Example: A hardworking farmer’s income supports children’s schooling and
community development.

(iv) Promotion of generosity

2 Corinthians 9:11: “You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on
every occasion.”

Wealth allows Christians to give, support the needy, and promote happiness in
society.

(v) Spiritual growth and stewardship
Matthew 25:14—30: Parable of the talents shows wealth as a test of faithfulness.

Wealth encourages believers to manage resources wisely for God’s glory.
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Summary Table

Value of Wealth Biblical Basis Lesson

Motivation for hard work | Proverbs 14:23 Wealth inspires diligence
Responsibility Deuteronomy 8:18 | Wealth is a gift to be managed
Provision Practical example | Supports family and community
Generosity 2 Corinthians 9:11 | Wealth enables giving
Stewardship Matthew 25:14-30 | Wealth tests faithfulness

Conclusion: Wealth should be appreciated as a source of success because it demonstrates the
rewards of commitment and hard work, provides for families, promotes generosity, and
strengthens stewardship. When viewed through biblical teachings, wealth is not just material
gain but a tool for service, justice, and spiritual growth.

Scenario question 6
Imagine you are a member of the clergy, use examples to show how money and other forms

of wealth can contribute to happiness.

Model Answer

Money and other forms of wealth can contribute to happiness when they are used wisely to
improve lives, strengthen communities, and promote justice. The Bible teaches that wealth
is not an end in itself but a tool for service, generosity, and stewardship. Below are examples
to show how Wealth Contributes to Happiness.

(i) Providing basic needs
Wealth ensures food, shelter, clothing, and healthcare.

Example: A parent using income to pay school fees and medical bills brings joy and
security to the family.

(ii) Supporting the needy
Sharing wealth with widows, orphans, and the poor reduces suffering.

Example: Donations to orphanages or feeding programs create gratitude and hope in
society.

(iii) Creating employment

Wealth invested in businesses provides jobs and income.
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(iv)

(v)

(vi)

Example: A farmer expanding production hires workers, improving livelihoods and
community stability.

Improving social services
Wealth builds schools, hospitals, and roads.

Example: A church constructing a clinic enhances health and happiness in the
community.

Promoting peace and unity
Fair distribution of wealth reduces inequality and resentment.

Example: Community development projects funded by local leaders unite people and
foster cooperation.

Encouraging generosity
Acts of giving inspire kindness and gratitude.

Example: A wealthy individual supporting scholarships motivates others to share and
uplifts society.

Summary Table

Contribution of Wealth | Example Result in Community

Providing needs Paying school fees, Family joy and security
healthcare

Supporting needy Donations to orphanages Gratitude and hope

Creating employment | Expanding farming/business | Jobs and stability

Improving services Building schools, clinics Better education and health
Promoting unity Community projects Cooperation and harmony
Encouraging Scholarships, charity Inspires kindness and
generosity faithfulness

Conclusion: Money and wealth contribute to happiness when they are shared, invested, and
used for the common good. They bring joy by meeting needs, creating opportunities, and
fostering unity. The Bible reminds believers that true happiness comes not from hoarding
riches but from using them to serve God and uplift others.

Scenario question 7
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Imagine you are a CRE teacher, use examples to show how money and other forms of wealth
can reduce happiness.
Model Answer

Money and other forms of wealth can reduce happiness when they are misused, hoarded,
or pursued selfishly. Instead of bringing joy, they can create inequality, greed, and broken
relationships. The examples below demonstrate how Wealth Reduces Happiness

(i) Greed and selfishness
When wealth fuels greed, people become dissatisfied and always want more.

Example: A business owner hoarding profits without sharing with workers creates
resentment and unhappiness.

(ii) Corruption and injustice

Misuse of wealth through bribery or embezzlement denies communities essential
services.

Example: Funds meant for building schools are stolen, leaving children without
education and families frustrated.

(iii) Inequality and division
Unequal distribution of wealth creates social tension and envy.

Example: A few wealthy individuals living luxuriously while the majority struggle
breeds bitterness and conflict.

(iv) Broken relationships
Wealth can cause family disputes over inheritance or property.
Example: Siblings fighting over land ownership lose peace and unity.
(v) Idolatry and pride
When wealth becomes more important than God or morality, it leads to emptiness.
Example: A person who boasts about riches but neglects spiritual life feels unfulfilled.
(vi) Wastefulness and extravagance
Spending wealth irresponsibly leads to regret and poverty.

Example: Gambling away money causes family suffering and loss of trust.
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Summary Table

Danger of Wealth Example Impact on Happiness

Greed Hoarding profits Dissatisfaction, resentment
Corruption Embezzling school funds Denies education, frustration
Inequality Luxurious living by few Social tension, envy

Broken relationships | Family inheritance disputes | Loss of peace and unity

Idolatry Pride in riches Spiritual emptiness

Wastefulness Gambling wealth Poverty, suffering

Conclusion: Wealth reduces happiness when it is misused, hoarded, or idolized. Instead of
serving God and uplifting communities, it creates greed, corruption, inequality, and broken
relationships. The Bible reminds believers that true joy comes not from riches but from
contentment, generosity, and righteousness (1 Timothy 6:6-7).

The Traditional African views about wealth and development

Traditional African views about wealth and development emphasize communal well-being,
moral responsibility, and harmony with nature rather than individual accumulation. Wealth
was valued not only for material prosperity but also for its role in strengthening family, clan,
and community ties. The traditional African Views on Wealth can be expressed as follows:

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

Communal wealth
Wealth was seen as belonging to the family or clan, not just the individual.

Example: Cattle in many African societies symbolized wealth but were shared for bride
price, food, and community support.

Wealth as social security

Wealth provided protection against famine, sickness, or misfortune.

Example: Grain stores or livestock were used to help neighbors during drought.
Wealth tied to morality

Wealth had to be acquired honestly through farming, herding, or trade. Dishonest gain
was condemned.

Example: A hardworking farmer was respected, while a thief was shunned.

Development as communal progress
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Development meant improving the welfare of the whole community, not just personal
success.

Example: Building granaries, wells, or communal farms was considered development.
(v) Wealth for continuity of life

Wealth ensured marriage, family growth, and cultural practices.

Example: Cattle used for bride price promoted family expansion and social stability.

Summary Table

Aspect Traditional African View Example

Communal Wealth belonged to family/clan Cattle shared for bride price

wealth

Social security Wealth protected against Grain/livestock shared in famine
misfortune

Morality Honest work valued Farming, herding respected

Development Progress meant communal Granaries, wells, communal farms
welfare

Continuity of life | Wealth sustained family and Cattle for marriage and family
culture growth

Conclusion: In traditional African society, wealth was not individualistic but communal,
moral, and purposeful. Development was measured by how resources improved the welfare
of the entire community—through food security, family continuity, and shared progress. This
contrasts with modern views that often emphasize personal accumulation.

Scenario question 8

Imagine you are a member of the clergy, discuss and construct the meaning and composition
of wealth in Traditional Africa.

Model Answer

In Traditional Africa, wealth was understood not just as material possessions but as
resources that sustained life, strengthened families, and promoted communal
development. It was measured in terms of social value, moral responsibility, and continuity of
community life.
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Meaning of Wealth in Traditional Africa

(i) Communal resource: Wealth was seen as belonging to the family or clan rather than
the individual. Example: Cattle were shared for bride price, food, and community
support.

(ii) Symbol of security: Wealth provided protection against famine, sickness, or
misfortune. Example: Grain stores or herds of livestock were used to help neighbors
during drought.

(iii) Moral dimension: Wealth had to be acquired honestly through farming, herding, or
trade. Dishonest gain was condemned. Example: A hardworking farmer was respected,
while a thief was shunned.

(iv) Continuity of life Wealth ensured marriage, family growth, and cultural practices.
Example: Cattle used for bride price promoted family expansion and social stability.

Composition of Wealth in Traditional Africa
(i) Land — The most important form of wealth, used for farming and settlement.

(ii) Livestock — Cattle, goats, and sheep symbolized wealth, status, and were used in trade
and marriage.

(iii) Crops — Millet, sorghum, and yams provided food security and trade goods.
(iv) Human labor — Family members and community cooperation were valued as wealth.

(v) Crafts and skills — Blacksmithing, pottery, weaving, and carving provided tools,
household items, and cultural artifacts.

(vi) Social relationships — Kinship ties, alliances, and marriage connections were
considered wealth because they ensured support and continuity.

Conclusion: In Traditional Africa, wealth was communal, moral, and practical. It was
composed of land, livestock, crops, labor, crafts, and social ties—all aimed at sustaining life
and promoting development. Unlike modern views that emphasize individual accumulation,
traditional wealth was valued for its ability to support families, strengthen communities, and
ensure continuity of culture.

Scenario question 9
Imagine you are an elder in the community, discuss ways through which wealth was acquired

in Traditional Africa.

Model Answer
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In Traditional Africa, wealth was acquired through natural resources, honest work, and
communal cooperation. It was not about individual accumulation but about sustaining life,
strengthening families, and promoting community development. Below are ways in wealth
was acquired in Traditional Africa

(i) Farming
Cultivation of crops such as millet, sorghum, and yams provided food and trade goods.

Example: A farmer with large granaries was considered wealthy because he could feed
his family and help neighbors during famine.

(ii) Animal husbandry
Keeping cattle, goats, and sheep was a major source of wealth.

Example: Cattle were used for bride price, food, and trade, symbolizing status and
prosperity.

(iii) Hunting and gathering

Hunting provided meat, skins, and ivory, while gathering supplied fruits, herbs, and
honey.

Example: Hunters who supplied ivory could trade it for other goods, increasing wealth.
(iv) Fishing

Communities near lakes and rivers acquired wealth through fishing.

Example: Fish was exchanged for grain or livestock, contributing to prosperity.
(v) Trade

Local and long-distance trade allowed exchange of goods like salt, iron, and cloth.

Example: East African traders exchanged ivory and slaves for beads and cloth from
coastal merchants.

(vi) Craftsmanship
Skills such as blacksmithing, pottery, weaving, and carving were sources of wealth.

Example: Blacksmiths produced tools and weapons, which were highly valued in
society.

(vii)  Inheritance

Wealth was passed down through generations, ensuring continuity of family
prosperity.

Example: Sons inherited cattle and land from their fathers, maintaining family wealth.

(viii)  Raids and wars
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Some communities acquired wealth through raids, capturing cattle or slaves.
Example: Warriors who succeeded in raids increased the wealth of their clan.

Summary Table

Method of Acquisition | Example Contribution to Wealth
Farming Growing millet, sorghum | Food security, trade goods
Animal husbandry Keeping cattle, goats Bride price, status, trade
Hunting/gathering Ivory, honey, skins Trade and sustenance
Fishing Lake/river fishing Food and trade

Trade Long-distance exchange | Access to foreign goods
Craftsmanship Blacksmithing, pottery Tools, cultural items
Inheritance Passing cattle/land Continuity of family wealth
Raids/wars Capturing cattle/slaves Increased clan prosperity

Conclusion: In Traditional Africa, wealth was acquired through farming, livestock, trade,
craftsmanship, inheritance, and sometimes raids. It was valued not only for material
prosperity but also for its ability to sustain families, strengthen communities, and ensure
cultural continuity.

Scenario question 10
Imagine you are an elder in a community, relate wealth to development in Traditional Africa.
Model Answer
In Traditional Africa, wealth and development were closely linked because wealth was not
seen as individual accumulation but as a communal resource that sustained life, promoted
social stability, and ensured cultural continuity. Development was measured by how wealth
improved the welfare of the entire community. The relationship between Wealth and
Development in Traditional Africa is given below:
(i) Wealth as food security

Farming and granaries ensured communities had enough food.

Example: A family with large stores of millet or sorghum could feed others during

famine, promoting survival and development.
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(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

Wealth as social stability
Livestock (especially cattle) was used for bride price, strengthening family ties and
ensuring continuity of life.
Example: Cattle exchanges during marriage promoted unity and clan development.
Wealth as community progress
Wealth was invested in communal projects like wells, roads, and granaries.
Example: Collective farming and shared labor improved productivity and
development.
Wealth as moral responsibility
Wealth had to be acquired honestly through farming, herding, or trade.
Example: A respected farmer’s wealth encouraged others to work hard, promoting
ethical development.
Wealth as cultural continuity
Wealth sustained traditions, rituals, and family growth.
Example: Livestock used in ceremonies and sacrifices reinforced cultural identity and

social development.

Summary Table

Aspect of Wealth Contribution to Development Example

Food security Prevented famine, sustained life | Granaries of millet/sorghum
Social stability Strengthened family/clan ties Cattle for bride price
Community progress | Built communal projects Wells, collective farming
Moral responsibility | Promoted honest work Farming, herding, trade
Cultural continuity Sustained traditions and rituals | Livestock in ceremonies

Conclusion: In Traditional Africa, wealth was functional and communal, directly tied to

development. It provided food security, strengthened family ties, supported community

projects, promoted morality, and sustained cultural practices. Development was therefore

not measured by individual riches but by how wealth improved the collective welfare of

society.
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Scenario question 11

Imagine you are an elder in society, discuss the value of generosity in Traditional Africa.

Model Answer

In Traditional Africa, generosity was a highly valued virtue because it strengthened families,

promoted unity, and ensured survival during times of need. Wealth was not meant for

individual accumulation but for communal sharing, which reflected moral responsibility and

cultural values. The Values of Generosity in Traditional Africa are describe below:

(i)

(ii)

(i)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

Strengthening kinship ties

Generosity reinforced family and clan bonds.

Example: Sharing cattle or grain among relatives during famine promoted loyalty and
unity.

Social security

Generosity acted as insurance against misfortune.

Example: Neighbors shared food or livestock with those affected by drought, ensuring
survival.

Promotion of unity

Generosity reduced jealousy and conflict by ensuring fair distribution of resources.
Example: Chiefs or elders redistributed wealth during ceremonies to maintain
harmony.

Respect and honor

Generous individuals were admired and respected in society.

Example: A wealthy farmer who supported widows and orphans gained high social
status.

Cultural continuity

Generosity sustained traditions such as marriage, rituals, and communal feasts.
Example: Families contributed livestock and food for weddings or initiation
ceremonies, strengthening cultural identity.

Spiritual value

Generosity was seen as obedience to ancestral and divine expectations.
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Example: Offering part of harvest or livestock in rituals honored ancestors and gods,
ensuring blessings.

Summary Table

Value of Generosity Example in Traditional Africa Impact

Strengthening kinship | Sharing cattle/grain with relatives | Promoted loyalty and unity
Social security Helping neighbors in famine Ensured survival

Promotion of unity Chiefs redistributing wealth Reduced jealousy, conflict
Respect and honor Supporting widows/orphans Gained admiration and status
Cultural continuity Contributing to ceremonies Sustained traditions

Spiritual value Ritual offerings Secured blessings

Conclusion: Generosity in Traditional Africa was a pillar of social and cultural life. It ensured
survival during hardship, promoted unity, earned respect, and sustained traditions. By sharing
wealth, communities thrived together, showing that happiness and development depended

on collective responsibility rather than individual gain.
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