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Senior 4
Term 2
Theme: Man’s Harmonious Co-existence

Topic 1/1: JUSTICE

Competency: The Learner understands the value of a just society and the value of fairness in

society.

e

A JUST SOCIETY

JUST & FAIR SOCIETY ¢

S e

Justice

Justice is the foundation of human integrity and fairness in society because it ensures equal
treatment, protects rights, and promotes dignity for all individuals. By balancing individual
freedoms with collective responsibilities, justice creates trust in institutions and fosters

peaceful coexistence.
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Definition: Justice is the principle that governs fair distribution of benefits, responsibilities,
and accountability in society. It ensures that laws and institutions treat people equitably.
Philosophical basis: Thinkers like John Rawls emphasized justice as fairness, proposing that
rules should be designed without knowing one’s social position (“veil of ignorance”), ensuring

protection for the most vulnerable.

Branches of justice
Distributive justice — fair allocation of resources and opportunities.
Retributive justice — fair punishment for wrongdoing.

Restorative justice — repairing harm and restoring relationships.

Justice Promoting Human Integrity

(i) Respect for dignity: Justice affirms that every person has inherent worth, preventing
discrimination and oppression.

(ii) Protection of rights: It safeguards freedoms such as speech, religion, and equality
before the law.

(iii) Trust in institutions: Fair courts and governance build confidence in leadership and
reduce corruption.

(iv) Social harmony: Justice reduces conflict by ensuring disputes are resolved fairly.

Justice Promoting Fairness

(i) Equality of opportunity: Ensures access to education, jobs, and healthcare regardless
of background.

(ii) Reduced inequality: Fair distribution of wealth and services bridges gaps between rich
and poor.

(iii) Mutual respect: When people are treated fairly, they value one another,
strengthening relationships.

(iv) Unity and cooperation: Fairness fosters teamwork and collective responsibility in

families, schools, and communities.
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Summary Table

Aspect Contribution to Integrity Contribution to Fairness

Justice Protects rights, affirms dignity Ensures equal opportunities

Institutions Builds trust, reduces corruption Promotes cooperation and
unity

Distributive Provides resources to the Reduces inequality

Justice vulnerable

Restorative Justice | Repairs harm, restores dignity Strengthens social harmony

In short, justice is not just about punishment—it is about fairness, dignity, and equality. By
promoting human integrity and fairness, justice builds a peaceful, united, and progressive

society.

Scenario question 1

Imagine you are a peace maker, use examples from daily life to discuss the need for justice.

Model Answer

Justice is essential in daily life because it ensures fairness, protects dignity, and maintains

peace in relationships, communities, and institutions. Below are practical examples:

Family Life

(i) Sharing responsibilities: Parents dividing household chores fairly among children
prevents resentment and teaches equality.

(ii) Inheritance: Distributing property equally among siblings avoids conflict and promotes
harmony.

School Environment

(i) Fair discipline: When teachers punish students based on rules, not favoritism, learners
respect authority and feel valued.

(ii) Equal opportunities: Giving all students access to resources like textbooks and sports

equipment promotes fairness and integrity.
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Community and Society

(i) Law enforcement: Police treating all citizens equally, regardless of status, builds trust
in institutions.

(i) Employment: Employers paying workers fairly for equal work prevents exploitation
and promotes dignity.

(iii) Conflict resolution: Local councils settling land disputes through fair hearings prevent
violence and maintain peace.

National Level

(i) Rule of law: Courts ensuring that even powerful leaders are accountable promotes
integrity in governance.

(ii) Distribution of resources: Governments allocating funds fairly to schools, hospitals,
and roads across regions reduces inequality.

Summary Table

Daily Life Area | Example of Justice Impact on Integrity & Fairness
Family Equal inheritance Promotes harmony and respect
School Fair discipline Builds trust and equality
Community Equal law enforcement | Prevents discrimination
Workplace Fair wages Protects dignity of workers
Nation Rule of law Strengthens democracy

In short, justice is not abstract—it is lived daily in families, schools, workplaces, and
communities. Without justice, fairness collapses, dignity is lost, and society becomes

unstable.

Scenario question 2
Imagine you are a member of the clergy, identify and record examples of injustices in society.
Model Answer

Here are clear examples of injustices in society, showing how unfairness undermines dignity,
equality, and peace:
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Family and Community

(i) Unequal inheritance: Some children are denied property rights while others receive
more, causing conflict.

(i) Domestic violence: Abuse within families violates human dignity and fairness.

(iii) Tribalism: Favoring one ethnic group over others in community leadership or
opportunities.

Schools
(i) Favoritism: Teachers giving better marks or privileges to certain students unfairly.
(ii) Bullying: Stronger students mistreating weaker ones without intervention.

(iii) Gender discrimination: Girls denied equal access to education compared to boys.
Workplace
(i) Unfair wages: Workers doing the same job but receiving unequal pay.
(ii) Exploitation: Employers overworking employees without proper compensation.
(iii) Discrimination: Denying jobs or promotions based on race, gender, or religion.
National and Global Society
(i) Corruption: Leaders misusing public funds for personal gain.

(ii) Political oppression: Citizens denied freedom of speech or punished for opposing
government policies.

(iii) Unequal resource distribution: Some regions receive more development projects
while others are neglected.

(iv) Human rights violations: Arbitrary arrests, torture, or denial of basic freedoms.

Summary Table

Area Example of Injustice Impact on Society

Family Unequal inheritance Causes conflict and resentment
School Bullying, favoritism Weakens trust and equality
Workplace | Unfair wages Exploits workers, lowers morale
Nation Corruption, oppression | Hinders development, violates rights

Injustice is everywhere—from homes to schools, workplaces, and governments. It destroys
fairness, weakens integrity, and prevents unity. Promoting justice is the only way to build a
peaceful and progressive society.
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Scenario question 3

Imagine you are a disciplinary prefect, discuss the dangers of injustices in society and the
need for laws to attain justice.

Model Answer

Justice is vital in society because injustice breeds conflict, inequality, and mistrust, while
laws provide the framework to ensure fairness and protect human dignity. Here below are
the dangers of injustices and why laws are necessary to attain justice:

Dangers of Injustices in Society

(i)

(ii)

(i)

(iv)
(v)

(vi)

Conflict and violence — When people feel unfairly treated, they may resort to protests,
riots, or revenge.

Loss of trust — Citizens lose confidence in leaders, courts, and institutions when justice
is denied.

Inequality — Unequal access to education, healthcare, and jobs widens the gap
between rich and poor.

Corruption — Misuse of public funds for personal gain undermines development.

Human rights violations — Arbitrary arrests, torture, or discrimination destroy dignity
and freedom.

Social instability — Families, schools, and communities break down when fairness is
absent.

Need for Laws to Attain Justice

(i)

(ii)

(iif)
(iv)

(v)
(vi)

Equality before the law — Laws ensure that all citizens, regardless of status, are
treated fairly.

Protection of rights — Laws safeguard freedoms such as speech, religion, and property
ownership.

Accountability — Laws hold leaders and citizens responsible for their actions.

Conflict resolution — Courts and legal systems settle disputes peacefully instead of
through violence.

Social order — Laws prevent chaos by setting clear rules for behavior.

Development — Fair laws encourage investment, innovation, and progress.
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Summary Table

Danger of Injustice | Impact on Society Law’s Role in Justice

Conflict Leads to violence and Laws provide peaceful dispute
instability resolution

Corruption Misuse of resources Laws enforce accountability

Inequality Widens social gaps Laws ensure equal opportunities

Human rights Violates dignity and freedom | Laws protect fundamental rights

abuse

In short, injustice destroys peace, unity, and progress, while laws are the backbone of
justice, ensuring fairness, protecting rights, and promoting development.

Scenario question 4

Imagine you are a member of the clergy, discuss the need to respect others in order to
promote justice

Model Answer

Respecting others is a cornerstone of promoting justice, because justice thrives where
dignity, equality, and fairness are upheld. When people respect one another, they reduce
conflict, strengthen trust, and create a society where laws and rights are meaningful.

Why Respecting Others Promotes Justice

(i) Equality — Respect ensures that all individuals are treated fairly regardless of tribe,
gender, religion, or social status.

(ii) Human dignity — Recognizing the worth of every person prevents exploitation and
discrimination.

(iii) Peaceful coexistence — Respect reduces tensions and promotes unity in families,
schools, and communities.

(iv) Trust in institutions — Citizens who respect laws and leaders strengthen justice
systems.

(v) Conflict prevention — Respectful dialogue and listening prevent disputes from
escalating into violence.
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Examples from Daily Life

(i) Family — Parents respecting children’s opinions when making decisions builds fairness
at home.

(ii) School — Teachers respecting all students equally promotes justice in education.

(iii) Workplace — Employers respecting workers’ rights by paying fair wages ensures justice
in employment.

(iv) Community — Neighbors respecting each other’s property and boundaries prevents
conflict.

(v) Nation — Leaders respecting citizens’ freedoms and rights strengthens democracy and
justice.

Summary Table

Area Respect Example Justice Outcome

Family Listening to children’s views Promotes fairness and harmony
School Equal treatment of students Builds equality and trust
Workplace | Fair wages and conditions Protects dignity of workers

Community | Respecting property and culture | Prevents disputes and promotes peace

Nation Respecting rights and freedoms | Strengthens justice and democracy

In short, justice cannot exist without respect. Respect for others ensures fairness in
relationships, institutions, and governance, making society peaceful and progressive.

Scenario question 5
Imagine you are a member of the clergy, discuss acceptable ways of achieving justice.
Model Answer

Acceptable ways of achieving justice are those that uphold fairness, protect human dignity,
and strengthen peace in society. Justice is not achieved through revenge or oppression, but
through lawful, fair, and respectful processes.

Acceptable Ways of Achieving Justice

(i) Rule of law: Justice is attained when everyone, including leaders, obeys the law
without favoritism.
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(ii) Fair courts: Independent courts ensure disputes are resolved impartially, protecting
rights and freedoms.

(iii) Equality before the law: All citizens, regardless of gender, tribe, or status, must be
treated equally in legal matters.

(iv) Respect for human rights: Protecting freedoms such as speech, religion, and property
ownership promotes fairness.

(v) Restorative justice: Instead of punishment alone, offenders repair harm through
reconciliation and compensation.

(vi) Democratic governance: Justice is promoted when leaders are accountable and
citizens participate in decision-making.

(vii)  Fair distribution of resources: Governments allocating schools, hospitals, and
infrastructure equally across regions reduces inequality.

(viii)  Dialogue and negotiation: Peaceful communication between conflicting parties
prevents violence and promotes fairness.

Summary Table

Method How It Promotes Justice
Rule of law Ensures fairness and accountability
Fair courts Resolves disputes impartially

Equality before law Prevents discrimination

Human rights Protects dignity and freedoms
Restorative justice Repairs harm and restores relationships
Democracy Promotes accountability and participation

Resource distribution | Reduces inequality

Dialogue Prevents conflict and builds harmony

In short, justice is achieved through fairness, equality, respect, and lawful processes. These
acceptable ways ensure peace, unity, and development in society.

Scenario question 6

Imagine you are a member of the clergy, discuss the role of government in upholding justice
in society.
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Model Answer

The government plays a central role in upholding justice because it is entrusted with

creating, enforcing, and protecting laws that guarantee fairness, equality, and dignity for all
citizens. Without government structures, justice would be inconsistent and society unstable.

Key Roles of Government in Upholding Justice

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

Making laws: Parliament or legislature passes laws that protect rights, regulate
behavior, and ensure fairness.

Enforcing laws: The executive arm ensures laws are implemented through police,
ministries, and agencies.

Judicial protection: Independent courts interpret laws, resolve disputes, and protect
citizens against abuse of power.

Equality before the law: Government ensures that all citizens, regardless of status, are
treated fairly in legal matters.

Resource distribution: Justice is promoted when government allocates schools,
hospitals, and infrastructure equitably across regions.

Human rights protection: Government safeguards freedoms such as speech, religion,
and property ownership.

Conflict resolution: Through courts, commissions, and local councils, government
provides peaceful ways to settle disputes.

Accountability: Leaders are held responsible for misuse of power or corruption,
strengthening trust in institutions.

Summary Table

Government Role Contribution to Justice

Law-making Provides rules that guarantee fairness
Law enforcement Ensures compliance and order
Judiciary Protects rights and resolves disputes
Equality Prevents discrimination

Resource distribution | Reduces inequality

Human rights Safeguards dignity and freedoms
Conflict resolution Promotes peace and harmony
Accountability Builds trust in leadership
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In short, the government is the guardian of justice. By making fair laws, enforcing them
equally, protecting rights, and ensuring accountability, it promotes peace, unity, and
development in society.

Scenario question 7

Imagine you are a member of the clergy, discuss objectives of the inter-religion council in
Uganda (ICRC).

Model Answer

The Inter-Religious Council of Uganda (IRCU) was established in 2001 to unite major faith
groups in Uganda and its main objectives are to promote peace, reconciliation, good
governance, and holistic human development through interfaith collaboration. It plays a vital
role in conflict resolution, public health, and community empowerment.

Objectives of the Inter-Religious Council of Uganda (ICRC/IRCU)

(i) Promoting peace and reconciliation: IRCU organizes interfaith dialogues, national
prayer rallies, and campaigns to prevent violence during elections and community
conflicts.

(ii) Good governance: It advocates for transparency, accountability, and peaceful political

processes, often holding leaders accountable to promises made publicly.

(iii) Conflict transformation: The council mediates disputes and encourages nonviolent
solutions, reducing tribal, religious, and political tensions.

(iv) Public health and social services: Originating from the HIV/AIDS crisis, IRCU mobilizes
religious leaders to educate communities on health issues, including HIV prevention,
Ebola, and COVID-19.

(v) Holistic human development: It supports education, vocational training, poverty
alleviation, and youth empowerment through faith-based institutions.

(vi) Interfaith collaboration: By uniting Catholic, Protestant, Orthodox, Muslim, Adventist,
Pentecostal, and other faiths, IRCU fosters unity and mutual respect across religions.

(vii)  Community mobilization: Religious leaders use their influence to mobilize
communities for peace, health campaigns, and development projects.
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Summary Table

Objective Role in Society

Peace & reconciliation Prevents violence, promotes harmony

Good governance Encourages accountability and democracy

Conflict transformation | Provides mediation and dialogue

Public health Mobilizes faith leaders for health education

Human development Supports education, poverty reduction, youth empowerment

Interfaith collaboration | Builds unity among diverse religions

Community mobilization | Strengthens grassroots participation

Key Insight: The IRCU treats trust as public infrastructure—using the authority of religious
leaders to influence communities positively. This approach has proven effective in
peacebuilding, election monitoring, and health campaigns, making it a unique and powerful
institution in Uganda.

Scenario question 8

Imagine you are a local leader, suggest ways of solving land conflict in Uganda.

Model Answer

Land conflict in Uganda is a serious issue because land is central to livelihoods, identity, and
development. Solving these conflicts requires both legal frameworks and community-based
approaches that respect cultural traditions while ensuring fairness.

Ways of Solving Land Conflicts in Uganda

(i) Strengthening land laws: Clear legislation and enforcement of the 1995 Constitution,
1998 Land Act, and 2013 National Land Policy help reduce disputes.

(i) Land registration and titling: Providing formal titles through the National Land
Information System (NLIS) prevents fraudulent claims and overlapping ownership.

(iii) Community dialogue: Elders and local leaders mediate disputes, using traditional
reconciliation methods like Mato Oput among the Acholi.

(iv) Local council courts: LC courts provide accessible, affordable justice for rural
communities, reducing reliance on expensive formal courts.

(v) Public awareness: Educating citizens about their land rights, especially women and
vulnerable groups, prevents exploitation.
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(vi) Gender equality: Promoting women’s rights to inherit and own land reduces family
disputes and promotes fairness.

(vii)  Alternative dispute resolution: Mediation, arbitration, and negotiation provide
peaceful solutions without lengthy court battles.

(viii) Government oversight: District Land Boards and tribunals ensure fair allocation and
resolve disputes transparently.

(ix) Digitization of records: Modern technology reduces corruption and ensures accurate
land ownership records.

Summary Table

Method Role in Conflict Resolution
Strengthening laws Provides clear legal framework
Registration & titling Prevents fraud and overlapping claims
Community dialogue Promotes reconciliation and peace
Local council courts Offers affordable justice

Public awareness Empowers citizens to defend rights
Gender equality Reduces family disputes

Alternative dispute resolution | Provides peaceful solutions
Government oversight Ensures transparency

Digitization Reduces corruption and errors

In short, solving land conflicts in Uganda requires a blend of legal enforcement, cultural
practices, and modern technology. This ensures fairness, protects vulnerable groups, and
promotes peace and development.

Scenario question 9

Imagine you are a member of the clergy, discuss the way power struggle and influence has
caused social instability and injustices.

Model Answer

Power struggle and influence often lead to social instability and injustices because competing
groups or leaders prioritize control over fairness, leaving ordinary citizens vulnerable.
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How Power Struggle Causes Social Instability

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

Political rivalries — Competing leaders or parties fight for dominance, leading to
violence, riots, or civil wars.

Tribalism and favoritism — Leaders favor their ethnic group, causing divisions and
mistrust among communities.

Weak institutions — When leaders undermine courts, parliaments, or councils to gain
influence, justice systems collapse.

Corruption — Struggles for power often involve misuse of public resources, leaving
citizens in poverty.

Violence — Armed groups or militias may be used to secure influence, destabilizing
society.

How Power Struggle Leads to Injustices

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

Unequal resource distribution — Regions loyal to ruling elites receive more
development projects, while others are neglected.

Suppression of rights — Citizens are denied freedom of speech, assembly, or press to
silence opposition.

Discrimination — Jobs, scholarships, and opportunities are given based on loyalty
rather than merit.

Exploitation — Leaders exploit workers or communities to maintain influence, ignoring
fairness.

Judicial bias — Courts may favor powerful individuals, denying justice to ordinary
citizens.

Summary Table

Cause Resulting Instability Resulting Injustice
Political rivalries | Riots, civil wars Suppression of opposition
Tribal favoritism | Ethnic divisions Unequal opportunities
Weak institutions | Collapse of governance | Judicial bias

Corruption Poverty, mistrust Exploitation of citizens
Violence Fear, displacement Denial of rights

In short, power struggles destabilize society by breaking trust, fueling divisions, and
undermining justice. True stability comes when leaders respect institutions, distribute
resources fairly, and uphold rights for all citizens.
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Scenario question 10

Imagine you are a High Court Judge, explain the available social support systems in achieving

justice

Model Answer

Social support systems are essential in achieving justice because they provide protection,

guidance, and assistance to individuals and communities, ensuring fairness and dignity. These

systems complement legal structures by addressing social needs and preventing exploitation.

Available Social Support Systems in Achieving Justice

(i)

(ii)

(i)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

Family support: Families instill values of fairness, respect, and responsibility, helping
children grow with integrity.

Community structures: Elders, cultural leaders, and local councils mediate disputes
and promote reconciliation through dialogue.

Religious institutions: Churches, mosques, and faith-based organizations teach moral
values, discourage injustice, and support victims.

Government institutions: Courts, police, and human rights commissions enforce laws
and protect citizens from abuse.

Civil society organizations: NGOs and advocacy groups defend vulnerable populations,
promote equality, and fight corruption.

Educational institutions: Schools and universities teach civic responsibility, human
rights, and peaceful conflict resolution.

International organizations: Bodies like the UN, African Union, and Amnesty
International support justice through monitoring, advocacy, and humanitarian aid.
Media: Journalists expose injustices, hold leaders accountable, and educate the public

about rights.
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Summary Table

Support System Role in Achieving Justice

Family Teaches fairness and responsibility
Community Mediates disputes and promotes reconciliation
Religion Provides moral guidance and support
Government Enforces laws and protects rights

Civil society Advocates for vulnerable groups

Education Promotes civic responsibility

International bodies | Supports justice globally

Media Exposes injustice and informs citizens

In short, justice is not achieved by courts alone—it requires families, communities, schools,
religious institutions, NGOs, media, and international organizations working together to

protect dignity and fairness.

The value of a just society in order to attain joy, gratitude and friendship

A just society is one where fairness, equality, and dignity are upheld for all people.

Appreciating its value helps us understand how justice leads to joy, gratitude, and friendship

in daily life.

Value of a Just Society

(i) Protection of rights — Everyone enjoys freedoms such as speech, religion, and
property ownership, creating happiness and security.

(ii) Equality of opportunity — Access to education, jobs, and healthcare is shared fairly,
reducing resentment and promoting gratitude.

(iii) Peace and harmony — Justice prevent revenge and violence, allowing people to live
joyfully together.

(iv) Trust in institutions — Citizens respect courts, leaders, and laws when justice is applied

consistently, strengthening unity.
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(v) Development and progress — Fairness ensures equal opportunities, enabling all
citizens to contribute to national growth.

How Justice Promotes Joy, Gratitude, and Friendship

(i) Joy — People feel happy when treated fairly, free from oppression or discrimination.
(ii) Gratitude — Citizens appreciate leaders, institutions, and communities that uphold
justice.

(iii) Friendship — Fairness fosters mutual respect, cooperation, and strong social bonds.

Summary Table

Value of Justice | Contribution to Society Resulting Benefit
Rights protection | Safeguards dignity Creates joy
Equality Fair access to opportunities | Promotes gratitude
Peace Prevents conflict Builds friendship
Trust Strengthens institutions Encourages unity
Development Ensures growth for all Sustains happiness

In short, a just society is the foundation of joy, gratitude, and friendship. When fairness

prevails, people live with dignity, appreciate one another, and build lasting bonds of unity.

Scenario question 11

Imagine you are a High Court Judge, discuss ways in which people should treat each other
fairly

Model Answer

Treating each other fairly is the foundation of justice, peace, and strong relationships. It
means respecting dignity, sharing opportunities, and resolving conflicts without bias.

(i) Respect Human Dignity (core value): Recognize that every person has worth
regardless of background.

e Avoid discrimination based on tribe, gender, or religion
e Use polite language and listen actively

e Value others’ opinions even when you disagree
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(ii) Share Opportunities Equally: Fairness means giving everyone a chance to succeed.
e Provide equal access to education, jobs, and resources
e Avoid favoritism in schools, workplaces, and communities
e Support vulnerable groups like women, children, and the poor

(iii) Resolve Conflicts Peacefully (Sensitive Topic) Disputes should be settled through
dialogue and lawful means.

e Use elders, local councils, or courts for mediation
e Avoid revenge or violence
e Seek compromise that benefits all parties
(iv) Practice Honesty and Integrity: Fair treatment requires truthfulness in all dealings.
e Be transparent in financial and social matters
e Avoid corruption, cheating, or exploitation
e Keep promises and honor agreements
(v) Show Compassion and Generosity: Fairness includes caring for others in need.
e Help the poor and vulnerable without expecting reward
e Share resources like food, knowledge, and time
e Encourage kindness and empathy in communities

In short, fairness is lived through respect, equality, peaceful conflict resolution, honesty, and
compassion. When people treat each other this way, society becomes more just, joyful, and
united.

Scenario question 12

Imagine you are a CRE teacher, write about two case studies of people who have struggled to
create justice in society

Model Answer

Here are two case studies of people who struggled to create justice in society, showing how
courage and persistence can transform nations and inspire humanity:

Case Study 1: Martin Luther King Jr. (USA)

(i) Civil Rights Movement: King fought racial segregation and discrimination in the United
States during the 1950s—60s.
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(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

Nonviolent resistance: Inspired by Gandhi, he led peaceful protests, marches, and
boycotts to demand equality.

Achievements: His leadership contributed to the Civil Rights Act (1964) and Voting
Rights Act (1965), ending legal segregation and protecting voting rights.

Legacy: Awarded the Nobel Peace Prize (1964), King remains a global symbol of
justice, equality, and nonviolence.

Case Study 2: Nelson Mandela (South Africa)

(i)

(ii)

(i)

(iv)

(v)

Anti-apartheid struggle: Mandela opposed apartheid, a system of racial segregation
that denied Black South Africans basic rights.

Imprisonment: He spent 27 years in prison for resisting apartheid, becoming a symbol
of resilience and justice.

Transition to democracy: Released in 1990, Mandela negotiated with leaders to
dismantle apartheid peacefully.

Presidency: In 1994, he became South Africa’s first Black president, establishing the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) to heal divisions.

Legacy: Awarded the Nobel Peace Prize (1993), Mandela is remembered for
promoting reconciliation, equality, and justice.

Comparison Table

Leader Struggle Methods Achievements Legacy

Martin Racial Nonviolent Civil Rights Act Symbol of

Luther segregation in | protests, civil (1964), Voting equality &

King Jr. USA disobedience Rights Act (1965) nonviolence

Nelson Apartheid in Activism, End of apartheid, Symbol of

Mandela South Africa imprisonment, democratic reconciliation &
negotiation elections (1994) justice

Key Insight: Both King and Mandela showed that justice requires sacrifice, courage,
and commitment to fairness. Their struggles remind us that societies can overcome
oppression when leaders and citizens unite for equality.

Scenario question 13

Imagine you are a High Court Judge, discuss factors that undermine the attainment of justice

Model Answer
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Justice in society is often undermined by corruption, inequality, weak institutions, and
political interference. These factors erode trust in the legal system, delay fair outcomes, and
deny vulnerable groups equal access to justice.

Key Factors Undermining Justice

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

Corruption: Bribery among police, judges, and government officials distorts fairness,
allowing the wealthy and powerful to escape accountability.

Political interference: Courts and law enforcement are often influenced by politicians,
undermining independence and impartiality.

Judicial delays: Cases take years to resolve, discouraging citizens from seeking justice
and reducing public trust.

High cost of legal services: Many citizens cannot afford lawyers or court fees, leaving
justice accessible mainly to the wealthy.

Inequality before the law: Marginalized groups—such as women, the poor, and rural
communities—often face discrimination in accessing justice.

Weak institutions: Limited capacity of courts, police, and land boards leads to
inefficiency and poor enforcement of laws.

Lack of legal awareness: Citizens often do not know their rights or legal procedures,
making them vulnerable to exploitation.

Cultural and social barriers: Practices such as tribal favoritism, gender bias, or reliance
on informal systems sometimes deny fairness.

Summary Table

Factor Impact on Justice

Corruption Distorts fairness, favors the rich

Political interference | Weakens independence of courts

Judicial delays Reduces trust, discourages citizens

High costs Excludes poor from justice

Inequality Discriminates against marginalized groups
Weak institutions Inefficient enforcement of laws

Lack of awareness Citizens fail to claim rights

Cultural barriers Promotes bias and unfair practices
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Key Insight: Justice fails when laws exist only on paper but are not applied fairly. To
overcome these challenges, societies must strengthen institutions, reduce corruption, ensure
affordable legal aid, and promote equality before the law.

Scenario question 14
Imagine you are a High Court Judge, propose ways of overcoming injustices in society.
Model Answer

Overcoming injustices in society requires deliberate action from individuals, communities,
and governments. Justice thrives when fairness, equality, and accountability are consistently
upheld. Here are practical ways to address injustices:

Ways of Overcoming Injustices

(i) Strengthening rule of law: Ensure laws are applied equally to all citizens, regardless of
status, tribe, or wealth.

(ii) Promoting equality: Guarantee equal access to education, healthcare, and
employment opportunities for men, women, and marginalized groups.

(iii) Fighting corruption: Enforce strict penalties for misuse of public funds and bribery to
restore trust in institutions.

(iv) Empowering communities: Support local councils, elders, and cultural leaders in
resolving disputes fairly through dialogue.

(v) Protecting human rights: Safeguard freedoms such as speech, religion, and property
ownership to prevent oppression.

(vi) Strengthening institutions: Build independent courts, police, and commissions that
can deliver justice without bias.

(vii)  Promoting civic education: Teach citizens about their rights and responsibilities to
reduce exploitation and discrimination.

(viii)  Encouraging dialogue and reconciliation: Use peaceful negotiation and restorative
justice to heal divisions and prevent violence.

(ix) Fair resource distribution: Governments should allocate schools, hospitals, and
infrastructure equitably across regions.
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Summary Table

Strategy Role in Overcoming Injustice

Rule of law Ensures fairness and accountability
Equality Reduces discrimination and inequality
Anti-corruption Restores trust in leadership

Community empowerment | Promotes reconciliation and peace

Human rights Safeguards dignity and freedoms
Strong institutions Provides impartial justice

Civic education Informs citizens of their rights
Dialogue Prevents conflict and promotes unity
Resource distribution Reduces regional inequalities

In short, injustices can be overcome when laws are enforced fairly, corruption is eliminated,
communities are empowered, and citizens are educated about their rights. This creates a
society built on dignity, peace, and equality.

Christian teachings about justice

Christian teachings about justice emphasize fairness, equality, and respect for human dignity,
rooted in God’s will for harmony among His people. Justice is not only about laws but also
about living rightly with others in love and truth.

Core Christian Teachings on Justice

(i) Justice as God’s command: Scripture teaches that justice is part of God’s nature.
“Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed.” (Isaiah 1:17).

(ii) Equality of all people: All humans are created in God’s image (Genesis 1:27), meaning
no one should be discriminated against.

(iii) Love of neighbor: Justice is expressed through compassion and fairness. “Love your
neighbor as yourself.” (Mark 12:31).

(iv) Defending the vulnerable: Christians are called to protect widows, orphans, the poor,
and marginalized groups (James 1:27).

(v) Peace and reconciliation: Justice is linked to forgiveness and reconciliation, promoting
unity instead of revenge.
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(vi) Stewardship of creation: Justice extends to caring for the environment and using
resources fairly for all.

Summary Table

Teaching Biblical Basis | Justice Value

God’s command Isaiah 1:17 Seek fairness and defend the oppressed
Equality Genesis 1:27 | All people have equal dignity

Love of neighbor Mark 12:31 | Promotes compassion and fairness

Defending vulnerable | James 1:27 Protects marginalized groups

Peace & reconciliation | Matthew 5:9 | Builds unity and prevents conflict

Stewardship Genesis 2:15 | Ensures fair use of resources

Key Insight: Christianity teaches that justice is inseparable from love, mercy, and equality. A
just society reflects God’s kingdom on earth, where people live in peace, protect the
vulnerable, and share resources fairly.

Scenario question 15

Imagine you are a Christian leader, use Exodus 20:1 and Kings 3:16- 28 to identify and explain
the importance of justice.

Model Answer
Exodus 20:1 — The Ten Commandments

This verse introduces the Ten Commandments, where God declares His authority and gives
laws to guide human behavior.

(i) Justice as divine law — Justice begins with obedience to God’s commands, ensuring
fairness and respect for others.

(i) Moral foundation — The commandments prohibit stealing, lying, and murder,
protecting dignity and promoting peace.

(iii) Equality before God — All people are bound by the same divine laws, showing that
justice applies universally.

1 Kings 3:16-28 — Solomon’s Judgment

This passage narrates King Solomon’s wise ruling between two women claiming the same
child.
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(i) Wisdom in justice — Solomon used discernment to reveal the truth, showing that
justice requires wisdom and fairness.

(ii) Protection of the innocent — His ruling safeguarded the child’s life, emphasizing justice
as protection for the vulnerable.

(iii) Trust in leadership — The people respected Solomon because his judgment reflected
fairness, strengthening confidence in governance.

Importance of Justice from These Passages

(i) Justice ensures fairness — God’s laws and Solomon’s wisdom show that justice
prevents exploitation and discrimination.

(ii) Justice protects dignity — By upholding truth and defending the weak, justice affirms
human worth.

(iii) Justice builds trust — Fair rulings and equal laws strengthen confidence in leaders and
institutions.

(iv) Justice promotes peace — When fairness prevails, conflicts are resolved peacefully,
ensuring harmony in society.

Summary Table

Biblical Passage | Lesson on Justice Importance

Exodus 20:1 God’s law as foundation | Ensures fairness and equality

1 Kings 3:16-28 | Solomon’s wise ruling Protects the innocent and builds trust

In short, justice is both divine and social: God’s commandments provide the moral
foundation, while wise leadership ensures fairness in human relationships. Together, they
show that justice is essential for dignity, peace, and trust in society.

Scenario question 16

Imagine you are a church leader, use the Book of Amos to show the injustices that existed
during his time.

Model Answer

The Book of Amos is one of the prophetic books in the Old Testament, and it strongly
condemns the injustices that existed in Israel during his time. Amos, a shepherd and prophet,
spoke against corruption, oppression, and exploitation, reminding people that true worship of
God must be accompanied by justice and righteousness.

Injustices Highlighted in the Book of Amos
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(i) Exploitation of the poor: Wealthy elites oppressed the poor, taking bribes and
denying them fair treatment in courts (Amos 2:6—7).

(ii) Corruption in leadership: Judges and officials accepted bribes, twisting justice in favor
of the rich (Amos 5:12).

(iii) Unfair trade practices: Merchants cheated customers by using false measures and
selling poor-quality goods at high prices (Amos 8:4—6).

(iv) Luxury amidst poverty: The rich lived in lavish houses while the poor suffered hunger
and deprivation (Amos 6:4-6).

(v) Religious hypocrisy: People offered sacrifices and observed rituals but ignored justice
and righteousness. Amos declared: “Let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a
never-failing stream!” (Amos 5:24).

Summary Table

Injustice Biblical Explanation
Reference
Exploitation of Amos 2:6—-7 Selling the needy for silver and denying them
poor dignity
Corruption Amos 5:12 Bribes and perverted justice in courts
Unfair trade Amos 8:4-6 Cheating with false measures and exploiting
buyers
Luxury vs poverty | Amos 6:4-6 Rich living in luxury while poor suffer
Religious hypocrisy | Amos 5:21-24 Worship without justice condemned by God

Key Insight: Amos teaches that justice is inseparable from true faith. God rejects worship
that ignores fairness, compassion, and dignity. The injustices of Amos’ time—corruption,
exploitation, and hypocrisy—mirror challenges in modern societies, reminding us that justice
must be lived out in both governance and daily life.

Scenario question 17

Imagine you are a Church leader, use Luke 3:10-14 to explain the importance of upholding
justice.

Model Answer
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In Luke 3:10-14, John the Baptist teaches the people practical ways of living justly. His
message shows that justice is not only about courts and laws but also about fairness in daily
life. Below is a break down the passage and its importance:

Luke 3:10-14 — Teachings on Justice

(i) The crowd asked, “What should we do?” John replied: “Anyone who has two shirts
should share with the one who has none, and anyone who has food should do the
same.”

Justice through generosity — Sharing resources ensures fairness and dignity for the
poor.

(ii) Tax collectors asked, “Teacher, what should we do?” John said: “Don’t collect any
more than you are required to.”

Justice through honesty — Avoiding exploitation prevents corruption and protects
citizens.

(iii) Soldiers asked, “And what should we do?” John answered: “Don’t extort money and
don’t accuse people falsely—be content with your pay.”

Justice through integrity — Leaders and security forces must act fairly, avoiding abuse
of power.

Importance of Upholding Justice

(i) Promotes equality — Justice ensures that resources and opportunities are shared
fairly.

(ii) Protects the vulnerable — Honesty and generosity safeguard the poor from
exploitation.

(iii) Builds trust — Fair treatment by leaders and institutions strengthens confidence in
society.

(iv) Encourages peace — When justice prevails, conflicts are reduced and harmony is
promoted.

(v) Reflects God’s will — Justice is a divine command, showing obedience to God’s
teachings.
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Summary Table

Teaching in Luke 3:10-14 | Lesson on Justice Importance
Generosity Share with the needy Promotes equality and
compassion
Honesty Avoid exploitation Protects the vulnerable
Integrity No false accusations or Builds trust and peace
extortion

In short, Luke 3:10-14 shows that justice is lived out in generosity, honesty, and integrity.
Upholding justice brings equality, peace, and trust, reflecting God’s will for a harmonious
society.

The traditional African understanding of justice

The traditional African understanding of justice is deeply rooted in community values,
harmony, and respect for human dignity. Unlike modern systems that emphasize punishment,
traditional African justice focused on reconciliation, restoration, and maintaining social
balance.

Key Features of Traditional African Justice

(i) Communal responsibility: Justice was collective, not individual. A wrong committed
by one person affected the entire clan or community.

(ii) Restorative justice: The goal was to repair broken relationships rather than punish
offenders. Compensation (cattle, land, or labor) restored harmony.

(iii) Role of elders: Elders acted as custodians of wisdom, mediating disputes and ensuring
fairness through dialogue.

(iv) Reconciliation rituals: Symbolic acts such as Mato Oput (Acholi, Uganda) or blood-
brotherhood ceremonies healed divisions and promoted forgiveness.

(v) Spiritual dimension: Justice was linked to harmony with ancestors and the Supreme
Being. Wrongdoing was believed to disturb cosmic balance.

(vi) Social cohesion: Festivals, communal work, and storytelling reinforced unity,
preventing isolation and injustice.
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Summary Table

Aspect Nature of Justice Example

Communal Justice affects the whole Clan unity in Buganda

responsibility community

Restorative justice Repairing harm, not punishing Compensation with cattle

Role of elders Elders mediate disputes Council of elders in Maasai

Reconciliation rituals Symbolic forgiveness Mato Oput among Acholi

Spiritual dimension Harmony with ancestors Sacrifices to appease spirits

Social cohesion Unity through culture Festivals and communal
dances

Key Insight: Traditional African justice emphasized restoration, reconciliation, and harmony
rather than punishment. It valued community unity, respect for elders, and spiritual balance,
ensuring that justice healed relationships and promoted peace.

Scenario question 18
Imagine you are a clan elder, construct the African meaning of justice.
Model Answer

The African meaning of justice is rooted in community, harmony, and restoration rather than
punishment. It emphasizes fairness, reconciliation, and respect for human dignity, ensuring
that wrongs are corrected in ways that preserve unity.

Constructing the African Meaning of Justice

(i) Communal harmony: Justice is seen as maintaining peace and balance within the
community. A wrong affects everyone, not just the victim.

(ii) Restorative approach: Instead of harsh punishment, offenders compensate victims
through cattle, land, or service, restoring relationships.

(iii) Role of elders: Elders mediate disputes, using wisdom and dialogue to ensure fairness
and reconciliation.

(iv) Spiritual balance: Wrongdoing is believed to disturb harmony with ancestors and the
divine, so justice restores both social and spiritual order.

(v) Reconciliation rituals: Practices like Mato Oput (Acholi, Uganda) symbolize
forgiveness and healing, preventing cycles of revenge.
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(vi) Equality and dignity: Justice affirms that all members of society, regardless of age,
gender, or status, deserve respect and fair treatment.

Summary Table

Aspect African Meaning of Justice Example

Communal harmony | Justice preserves unity Clan-based mediation

Restorative Repairing harm through Cattle or land payments

approach compensation

Role of elders Wisdom guides fairness Council of elders

Spiritual balance Justice restores cosmic order Sacrifices to ancestors

Reconciliation rituals | Symbolic forgiveness Mato Oput ceremony

Equality & dignity All deserve fairness Respect for women &
youth

Key Insight: The African meaning of justice is restorative, communal, and spiritual. It seeks
not only to correct wrongs but also to rebuild relationships, preserve peace, and maintain
harmony with both society and the divine.

Scenario question 19

Imagine you are a cultural leader, identify the injustices in the traditional society.

Model Answer

In traditional African society, justice was valued, but injustices still existed due to cultural
practices, social hierarchies, and unequal treatment of certain groups. These injustices often
undermined fairness and dignity.

Injustices in Traditional African Society

(i) Gender inequality: Women were often denied equal rights to inherit land, participate
in leadership, or make decisions.

(i) Tribal favoritism: Some clans or ethnic groups were favored over others, leading to
discrimination and exclusion.

(iii) Slavery and servitude: Captives of war or debtors were sometimes enslaved, denying
them freedom and dignity.

(iv) Exploitation of the poor: Wealthy families controlled resources like cattle and land,
while the poor struggled to survive.
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(v) Rigid social classes: Certain groups (e.g., servants, hunters, or smiths) were
considered inferior, limiting their opportunities.

(vi) Harsh punishments: Wrongdoers could face severe penalties such as banishment or
corporal punishment, sometimes without fair trial.

(vii)  Superstitious practices: Accusations of witchcraft often led to unfair treatment,
stigmatization, or even execution of innocent people.

Summary Table

Injustice Explanation

Gender inequality Women denied inheritance and leadership roles
Tribal favoritism Some clans favored over others

Slavery Captives and debtors forced into servitude
Exploitation of poor Wealthy controlled resources unfairly

Rigid classes Social hierarchy limited opportunities

Harsh punishments Severe penalties without fair trial

Superstitious practices | Witchcraft accusations led to injustice

Key Insight: While traditional African society valued harmony and reconciliation, injustices
such as gender inequality, tribal favoritism, and exploitation of the poor revealed gaps in
fairness. These lessons remind us that justice must evolve to protect dignity and equality for
all.

Scenario question 20

Imagine you are a cultural leader, explain how justice was executed in traditional society in
families and in villages.

Model Answer

In traditional African society, justice was executed in both families and villages through
systems that emphasized reconciliation, fairness, and communal harmony rather than
punishment. Below is a breakdown:

Justice in Families

(i) Parental guidance — Parents taught children values of honesty, respect, and fairness,
correcting wrongs through advice and discipline.
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(ii) Elders’ authority — Grandparents or clan elders mediated family disputes, ensuring
decisions were respected.

Compensation — If harm was caused (e.g., damage to property), offenders
compensated victims to restore harmony.

(iii)

(iv)

Respect for hierarchy — Younger members obeyed elders, and fairness was
maintained through obedience and guidance.

Justice in Villages

(i) Councils of elders — Elders gathered to hear disputes over land, cattle, or marriage,
and gave rulings based on customs.

(ii) Public gatherings — Disputes were sometimes settled in open assemblies where the
community participated, ensuring transparency.

Reconciliation rituals — Ceremonies such as Mato Oput (Acholi, Uganda) symbolized
forgiveness and restored peace.

(i)

(iv)

victims or their families.

Compensation and restitution — Wrongdoers paid fines in cattle, goats, or labor to

(v) Spiritual involvement — Priests or diviners were consulted to ensure justice aligned
with ancestral and divine expectations.

Summary Table

Setting

Method of Justice

Example

Family

Parental guidance, compensation

Parents correcting children

Family elders

Mediation of disputes

Elders settling inheritance issues

Village councils

Elders’ rulings

Land disputes resolved by council

Public assemblies

Community participation

Clan meetings for reconciliation

Rituals

Symbolic forgiveness

Mato Oput ceremony

Compensation

Payment in cattle or goats

Restitution for theft

Spiritual guidance

Priests/diviners consulted

Appeasing ancestors for harmony

Key Insight: In traditional society, justice was restorative and communal. Families

emphasized discipline and guidance, while villages relied on elders, rituals, and compensation

to maintain peace and unity.
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Scenario question 21

Imagine you are a cultural leader, discuss the relevancy justice of the African Traditional
society today.

Model Answer

The relevancy of justice in African Traditional Society today lies in how its principles of

reconciliation, communal harmony, and respect for dignity can still guide modern societies.

While modern justice systems rely heavily on formal courts and laws, traditional African

justice offers lessons that remain valuable in addressing conflicts and promoting peace.

Relevance of African Traditional Justice Today

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

Restorative justice: Modern societies can learn from traditional practices that
emphasized repairing harm through compensation and reconciliation rather than
focusing only on punishment.

Community involvement: Justice was upheld through public participation, which
promoted transparency and accountability. This remains relevant for building trust in
modern governance.

Role of elders: Elders mediated disputes with wisdom and fairness. Today, community
leaders and mediators can play similar roles in resolving conflicts outside formal
courts.

Reconciliation rituals: Symbolic acts of forgiveness, such as Mato Oput among the
Acholi, remain relevant in post-conflict societies for healing divisions and preventing
revenge.

Spiritual and moral values: Justice was tied to morality and respect for ancestors.
Modern societies can draw from these values to promote ethical leadership and
integrity.

Social cohesion: Traditional justice emphasized unity and harmony. This is still crucial

today for peaceful coexistence in diverse communities.
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Summary Table

Traditional Principle

Modern Relevance

Example Today

Restorative justice

Focus on healing

relationships

Community mediation in land

disputes

Community

involvement

Transparency and

accountability

Public hearings in governance

Role of elders

Wisdom in conflict resolution

Local councils settling disputes

Reconciliation rituals

Healing divisions

Mato Oput in post-war Uganda

Spiritual values

Promotes integrity

Religious leaders guiding justice

Social cohesion

Strengthens unity

Cultural festivals promoting peace

Key Insight: The African Traditional understanding of justice remains relevant today because

it emphasizes restoration, reconciliation, and community harmony. These values can

complement modern legal systems by making justice more humane, participatory, and

culturally grounded.
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