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Senior 1
Term 3
Theme: Man’s relationship with God

Topic 1/1: ISLAMIC AND VALUES IN CHRISTIANITY AND AFRICAN TRADITIONAL
RELIGION

Competency: The learner appreciates the beliefs and moral practices in other religions to

develop tolerance to other faith in order to live in harmony with them in a diverse world.

| iv %
- TOGETHER IN PEACE &

- 5=
ISLAM - CHRISTIANITY (t'i' €} TRADITIONAL RELIGION

‘8

Scenario question 1

Imagine you are an Imam, discuss the foundation of Islam, Christianity and African
Traditional Religion.

Model Answer
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The foundations of Islam, Christianity, and African Traditional Religion (ATR) reveal how
each faith is built on core principles that guide worship, morality, and community life. While
they differ in doctrine, they share a common emphasis on devotion to the divine, respect for
humanity, and moral responsibility.

Foundations of Islam

(i) Faith in Allah — Islam is built on belief in one God (Tawhid).

(ii) Prophet Muhammad — The final messenger whose teachings guide Muslims.
(iii) Qur’an — The holy book revealed to Muhammad, serving as divine law.

(iv) Five Pillars — Shahada (faith), Salah (prayer), Zakat (charity), Sawm (fasting), and Hajj
(pilgrimage) form the foundation of Islamic practice.

Foundations of Christianity

(i) Faith in Jesus Christ — Christianity is built on belief in Jesus as the Son of God and
Savior.

(ii) Bible — The holy scripture guiding worship, morality, and doctrine.

(iii) Sacrifice and salvation — Jesus’ death and resurrection form the basis of salvation and
eternal life.

(iv) Community and sacraments — Baptism, Holy Communion, and fellowship express
unity and commitment to God.

Foundations of African Traditional Religion (ATR)

(i) Belief in a Supreme Being — Many African societies worshiped one Creator God,
alongside spirits and ancestors.

(ii) Ancestor veneration — Ancestors were seen as intermediaries between the living and
the spiritual world.

(iii) Nature and sacred places — Worship was tied to shrines, rivers, mountains, and sacred
trees.

(iv) Rituals and sacrifices — Offerings, dances, and ceremonies expressed devotion, unity,
and obedience.

(v) Community-centered worship — Religion was inseparable from daily life, promoting
morality, respect, and solidarity.
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Comparison Table

Religion Foundation

Islam Faith in Allah, Prophet Muhammad, Qur’an, Five Pillars

Christianity | Faith in Jesus, Bible, salvation through sacrifice, sacraments

ATR Supreme Being, ancestor veneration, sacred places, rituals, community
worship

Key Insight
e Islam emphasizes submission to Allah through faith and practice.
e Christianity emphasizes salvation through Jesus Christ and living by scripture.

e ATR emphasizes harmony with the Supreme Being, ancestors, and nature through
rituals and community life.

e Together, these foundations show how religion shapes identity, morality, and unity in
societies.

Scenario question 2

Imagine you are an Imam, discuss the pre-Islamic period and the birth of Prophet Muhamad
(PBUH)

Model Answer

The pre-Islamic period (Jahiliyyah) was marked by tribalism, polytheism, and social inequality
in Arabia, while the birth of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) in 570 CE — the “Year of the
Elephant” — introduced a new era of guidance, morality, and monotheism that transformed
society.

Pre-Islamic Arabia (Jahiliyyah)

(i) Political fragmentation
Arabia was divided into tribes such as Quraysh, Banu Tamim, and Banu Hanifa.
No central authority existed; tribal loyalty and honor dominated.

(ii) Religious practices
Polytheism was widespread, with idols housed in the Kaaba (up to 360 deities).
Chief goddesses included Allat, Al-‘Uzzd, and Manat.

Judaism and Christianity were also present, especially in Yemen and northern Arabia.
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(iii)

(iv)

A few monotheists (Hanifs) rejected idol worship and sought the pure worship of
Allah.

Social conditions

Practices like female infanticide, slavery, and blood feuds were common.
Women had limited rights, though some tribes respected them.

Wealth disparity was high due to caravan trade and tribal elites.
Economic life

Mecca was a major trade hub linking Arabia to Syria and Yemen.

Pilgrimage to the Kaaba boosted commerce, intertwining religion and economy.

Birth of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)

(i)

(ii)

(i)

Year of the Elephant

Prophet Muhammad was born in 570 CE, the year when Abraha’s army (with
elephants) attempted to destroy the Kaaba but was miraculously defeated.

This event symbolized divine protection of the Kaaba.
Noble lineage
He was born into the Quraysh tribe, specifically the respected Banu Hashim clan.

His father Abdullah died before his birth, and his mother Amina passed away when he
was six, leaving him an orphan.

Early life
Raised by his grandfather Abdul Muttalib and later his uncle Abu Talib.
Known as Al-Amin (the trustworthy) for his honesty and integrity.

Worked as a shepherd and later as a merchant, gaining respect in Mecca.

Summary Table

Aspect Pre-Islamic Arabia Birth of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
Politics Tribal, fragmented Born into Quraysh (Banu Hashim)
Religion | Polytheism, idols in Kaaba Born in Year of the Elephant

Society Inequality, infanticide, slavery Orphaned, raised with noble values
Economy | Caravan trade, pilgrimage commerce | Worked as shepherd & merchant
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Key Insight: The pre-Islamic period was characterized by moral and social chaos, but also
readiness for change. The birth of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) marked the beginning of a
transformative mission — restoring monotheism, justice, and unity. His life bridged the gap
between the “Age of Ignorance” and the dawn of Islam, laying the foundation for a new
civilization.

Scenario question 3

Imagine you are a Shiekh, explain how Prophet Muhammad’s mission changed the social,
economic and religious life of the Arabs.

Model Answer

Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUH) mission radically transformed the social, economic, and
religious life of the Arabs, moving them from the fragmented and unjust society of the
pre-Islamic period (Jahiliyyah) into a community built on faith, justice, and unity.

Social Transformation
(i) Equality before Allah
Islam abolished tribal superiority and racial discrimination.

Brotherhood in faith replaced divisions, as seen in the Prophet’s Farewell Sermon: “No
Arab has superiority over a non-Arab, nor a non-Arab over an Arab...”

(ii) Rights of women

Islam outlawed female infanticide and gave women rights to inheritance, marriage
consent, and dignity.

Women were recognized as equal partners in faith and morality.
(iii) Justice and compassion
Blood feuds and revenge killings were discouraged.
Muslims were taught to forgive, show mercy, and uphold justice.
Economic Transformation
(i) Prohibition of exploitation
Islam banned usury (riba) and dishonest trade practices.
Fairness in business was emphasized, promoting trust and honesty.
(ii) Zakat and charity
Wealth was redistributed through Zakat (obligatory charity) and voluntary giving.

This reduced poverty and strengthened solidarity between rich and poor.
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(iii) Encouragement of work
Islam valued labor and productivity, discouraging laziness.

Prophet Muhammad himself worked as a trader, setting an example of honest
livelihood.

Religious Transformation
(i) Monotheism (Tawhid)
Islam replaced idol worship with belief in one God, Allah.
The Kaaba was purified of idols and dedicated to monotheistic worship.
(ii) Universal message
Islam united Arabs under one faith, transcending tribal boundaries.
The Qur’an became the central guide for spiritual and moral life.
(iii) Structured worship

The Five Pillars of Islam (Shahada, Salah, Zakat, Sawm, Hajj) provided a framework for
devotion and discipline.

These practices created unity and collective identity among Muslims.

Summary Table

Aspect Pre-Islamic Arabia After Prophet Muhammad’s Mission
Social Tribalism, inequality, female infanticide | Equality, women’s rights, justice
Economic | Exploitation, usury, greed Fair trade, zakat, charity

Religious | Polytheism, idol worship Monotheism, Qur’an, Five Pillars

Key Insight: Prophet Muhammad’s mission was revolutionary: it ended social injustice,
reformed economic practices, and established monotheism. His teachings created a
community bound by love, unity, and devotion to Allah, laying the foundation for Islamic
civilization.

Scenario question 4

Imagine you are an Imam, discuss the essential belief of Christianity with reference to the
Creed.

Model Answer
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The Creed (especially the Nicene Creed and Apostles’ Creed) summarizes the essential beliefs

of Christianity, serving as a foundation of faith and unity for Christians across denominations.
It expresses the relationship between God, Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, and the Church.

Essential Beliefs in the Creed

(i)

(ii)

(i)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

Belief in one God

Christians affirm faith in God the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
This emphasizes monotheism and God as the source of life.

Jesus Christ as Son of God

The Creed declares Jesus as the only Son of God, begotten not made, of one substance
with the Father.

His incarnation, crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension are central to salvation.
Holy Spirit

The Spirit is “the Lord, the giver of life,” who proceeds from the Father (and the Son,
in Western tradition).

The Spirit sanctifies, guides, and empowers believers.

The Church

The Creed professes belief in “one holy catholic and apostolic Church.”
This highlights unity, universality, and continuity of Christian teaching.
Forgiveness of sins

Through baptism and faith in Christ, sins are forgiven.

This reflects God’s mercy and reconciliation with humanity.
Resurrection and eternal life

Christians believe in the resurrection of the dead and life everlasting.

This gives hope and purpose, shaping moral and spiritual life.
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Summary Table

Belief Creed Statement Meaning

One God “We believe in one God...” Creator and sustainer

Jesus Christ | “The only Son of God...” Salvation through Christ
Holy Spirit “The Lord, giver of life...” God'’s presence and guidance

The Church | “One holy catholic Church...” Unity in worship

Forgiveness | “One baptism for forgiveness...” | Mercy and reconciliation

Resurrection | “Life of the world to come” Eternal hope

Key Insight: The Creed is the foundation of Christian faith, uniting believers in core truths:
one God, salvation through Jesus Christ, the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the unity of the
Church, forgiveness of sins, and eternal life. It is recited in worship to affirm identity,
strengthen community, and renew commitment to God.

Scenario question 5
Imagine you are an Imam, describe the Ten Commandments sent to Prophet Musa-Moses.
Model Answer

The Ten Commandments were given by Allah (God) to Prophet Musa (Moses) on Mount
Sinai, as recorded in the books of Exodus 20:1-17 and Deuteronomy 5:6-21. They form the
moral and spiritual foundation of Judaism and Christianity, and are also respected in Islam as
part of divine law.

The Ten Commandments
1. Worship only God — “You shall have no other gods before Me.”
o Teaches monotheism and loyalty to the one true God.
2. Avoid idolatry — “You shall not make for yourself a carved image...”
o Prohibits idol worship, emphasizing pure devotion.
3. Respect God’s name — “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.”
o Encourages reverence and respect for God’s holiness.
4, Keep the Sabbath holy — “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.”
o Promotes rest, worship, and spiritual renewal.

5. Honor parents — “Honor your father and your mother.”
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o Strengthens family bonds and respect for authority.
6. Do not murder — “You shall not kill.”
o Protects human life and dignity.
7. Do not commit adultery — “You shall not commit adultery.”
o Promotes purity, faithfulness, and respect in marriage.
8. Do not steal — “You shall not steal.”
o Upholds honesty and respect for others’ property.
9. Do not bear false witness — “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.”
o Encourages truthfulness and justice.
10. Do not covet — “You shall not covet...”
o Teaches contentment and discourages envy or greed.

Summary Table

Commandment Core Teaching Impact

Worship only God Monotheism Loyalty to God
Avoid idolatry No images or idols | Pure devotion
Respect God’s name Reverence Holiness in speech
Keep Sabbath holy Rest & worship Spiritual renewal
Honor parents Respect authority | Strong families

Do not murder Value life Justice & peace

Do not commit adultery | Purity in marriage | Faithfulness

Do not steal Honesty Respect for property
Do not bear false witness | Truthfulness Fairness
Do not covet Contentment Avoid greed

Key Insight: The Ten Commandments are universal moral laws that shaped the ethical
foundation of societies. They emphasize faith in God, respect for human life, honesty, family
values, and justice. For Christians, they remain central to moral teaching, while in Islam they
are recognized as part of Allah’s guidance given to earlier prophets.
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Scenario question 6

Imagine you are a respected elder, discuss the origin and characteristic of African Traditional
Religion.

Model Answer

African Traditional Religion (ATR) is one of the oldest systems of belief in Africa. It is deeply
rooted in culture, heritage, and community life, shaping moral values and social order long
before the arrival of Islam and Christianity.

Origin of African Traditional Religion

(i)

(ii)

(i)

Community-based origin

ATR developed naturally within African societies as people sought to explain creation,
life, and death.

It was passed down orally through generations, embedded in customs, stories, and
rituals.

Belief in a Supreme Being

Most African communities believed in one Creator God, though worship often
included spirits and ancestors as intermediaries.

This shows ATR’s monotheistic foundation, even if expressed through diverse
practices.

Connection to nature

Natural elements like rivers, mountains, trees, and animals were seen as sacred,
symbolizing the presence of divine power.

Worship often took place at shrines or sacred groves.

Characteristics of African Traditional Religion

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

Supreme Being:

Belief in one God who created and sustains the universe.

Ancestor veneration

Ancestors act as mediators between the living and the spiritual world.
Families honor them through rituals, sacrifices, and remembrance.
Spirits and divinities

Spirits of nature and divinities are believed to influence health, fertility, and
protection.

Rituals and sacrifices
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Offerings of animals, crops, or libations are made to seek blessings, forgiveness, or
guidance.

(v) Oral tradition
Teachings are preserved through proverbs, songs, myths, and storytelling.
(vi) Community-centered worship

Religion is inseparable from daily life, guiding morality, justice, and social harmony.

Summary Table

Aspect Origin/Characteristic Impact

Supreme Being Creator God Foundation of belief
Ancestors Mediators of faith Strengthens family ties
Spirits/divinities Nature-linked powers Protection & fertility

Rituals/sacrifices Offerings to God/spirits | Gratitude & guidance

Oral tradition Proverbs, myths, songs | Preserves culture

Community worship | Collective ceremonies | Unity & morality

Key Insight: ATR is not a written religion but a lived experience, woven into African culture
and daily life. Its origin lies in humanity’s search for meaning, while its characteristics
emphasize community, morality, and respect for the divine. Even today, ATR continues to
influence African societies through values of unity, respect, and spirituality.

Scenario question 7
Imagine you are an Imam, discuss the origin of religion as taught in Surat Al-Hajj (22:30-32).
Model Answer

Surat Al-Hajj (22:30-32) provides a profound teaching on the origin and foundation of
religion by emphasizing purity, respect for divine symbols, and sincere devotion to Allah.
These verses highlight that religion begins with the heart’s piety and manifests in honoring
what Allah has made sacred.

Teachings on the Origin of Religion
(i) Purity of worship

Religion originates in the rejection of idolatry and falsehood.
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Believers are commanded to keep themselves spiritually pure, showing that true
religion begins with sincerity of heart.

(i) Respect for divine symbols

Verse 32 states: “And whoever honors the symbols of Allah—indeed, it is from the
piety of hearts.”

Honoring sacred places (like the Kaaba), rituals (like Hajj), and acts of worship reflects
the essence of religion.

(iii) Condemnation of idolatry
Religion is rooted in monotheism (Tawhid).

The verses warn against associating partners with Allah, affirming that the origin of
true religion is belief in one God.

Characteristics of Religion from These Verses

Teaching Meaning Impact on Religion

Purity Avoiding idolatry and falsehood | Religion begins with sincerity

Respect for symbols | Honoring Kaaba, Qur’an, rituals | Strengthens devotion and unity

Piety of heart Inner faith and obedience Foundation of spiritual life

Monotheism Worship of one God Core of religious origin

Key Insight: Surat Al-Hajj (22:30—32) shows that the origin of religion lies in purity, piety, and
monotheism. Religion is not merely external rituals but begins in the heart’s devotion to
Allah. By honoring divine symbols and rejecting idolatry, believers establish a foundation of
faith that unites them in love and obedience to God.

Scenario question 8

Imagine you are an Imam, discuss the influence of modernity on different religions.

Model Answer

Modernity has profoundly influenced different religions by reshaping worship practices,
community life, and moral values. While each religion adapts differently, the common thread
is the effort to remain faithful to divine teachings while engaging with contemporary realities.
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Influence of Modernity on Islam

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

Technology in worship — Online Qur’an classes, live-streamed sermons, and digital
prayer apps make worship more accessible.

Education and gender roles — Modernity has expanded opportunities for Muslim
women in education and leadership, challenging traditional roles.

Globalization — Muslims worldwide share practices and ideas, strengthening unity but
also raising debates on cultural authenticity.

Influence of Modernity on Christianity

(i)

(ii)

(i)

Contemporary worship styles — Use of modern music, instruments, and multimedia in
services attracts younger generations.

Social justice engagement — Churches increasingly address issues like poverty, climate
change, and human rights.

Ecumenism and interfaith dialogue — Modernity encourages cooperation among
denominations and with other religions for peace and unity.

Influence of Modernity on African Traditional Religion (ATR)

(i)

(ii)

(i)

Integration with modern life — ATR rituals coexist with modern practices, e.g.,
traditional healing alongside hospitals.

Urbanization — Migration to cities reduces communal rituals, but festivals and cultural
events preserve ATR identity.

Documentation and preservation — Oral traditions are now recorded in books, films,
and digital archives, ensuring continuity.

Comparison Table

Religion Modern Influence Impact

Islam

Technology, gender roles, globalization | Accessibility, equality, unity
debates

Christianity | Contemporary worship, social justice, Youth engagement, activism,

ecumenism interfaith peace

ATR

Integration, urbanization, preservation | Cultural continuity, adaptation,
identity
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Key Insight: Modernity challenges religions to balance tradition and innovation. Islam adapts
through technology and evolving roles, Christianity through contemporary worship and
activism, and ATR through preservation and cultural integration. Despite differences, all
religions use modernity to strengthen unity, relevance, and devotion to God.

Scenario question 9

Imagine you are an Imam, discuss the common beliefs among Islam, Christianity and African
Traditional Religion.

Model Answer

The common beliefs among Islam, Christianity, and African Traditional Religion (ATR) show
how these faiths, despite differences in doctrine and practice, share a foundation of devotion
to the divine, moral responsibility, and community life.

Shared Beliefs
(i) Belief in a Supreme Being

All three religions affirm the existence of one Supreme God who created and sustains
the universe.

In Islam: Allah; in Christianity: God the Father; in ATR: the Creator or Supreme Being.
(ii) Respect for divine symbols

Sacred places, rituals, and objects are honored as signs of God’s presence.

Examples: Kaaba in Islam, the Cross in Christianity, shrines and sacred groves in ATR.
(iii) Prayer and worship

All emphasize communication with God through prayer, thanksgiving, and praise.

Worship is both individual and communal, strengthening unity.
(iv) Moral responsibility

Believers are expected to live righteous lives guided by divine law.

Islam emphasizes Sharia, Christianity emphasizes the Bible, ATR emphasizes customs
and taboos.

(v) Community and solidarity
Religion is inseparable from social life, promoting unity, love, and justice.
Festivals, ceremonies, and rituals strengthen bonds among believers.

(vi) Life after death
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All three believe in life beyond the grave.

Islam teaches resurrection and judgment, Christianity teaches eternal life through
Christ, ATR teaches continued existence of the soul with ancestors.

Comparison Table

Belief Islam Christianity ATR

Supreme Being Allah God the Father Creator God

Divine symbols Kaaba, Qur'an Cross, Bible Shrines, sacred groves
Prayer & worship | Salah, du’a Prayer, sacraments Rituals, sacrifices
Moral Sharia law Bible teachings Customs & taboos

responsibility

Community Ummah Church fellowship Clan & communal
(brotherhood) worship

Life after death Resurrection, Eternal life through Ancestors’ spiritual
judgment Christ presence

Key Insight: The common beliefs among Islam, Christianity, and ATR highlight humanity’s
shared search for meaning, morality, and connection to the divine. Though expressed
differently, they all emphasize faith in God, respect for sacred traditions, moral living, and
community unity. These shared values make interfaith dialogue and mutual respect possible.

Scenario question 10

Imagine you are an Imam, discuss the common values among Islam, Christianity and African
Traditional Religion.

Model Answer

The common values among Islam, Christianity, and African Traditional Religion (ATR)
highlight how these faiths, despite differences in doctrine, share a moral and spiritual
foundation that guides human behavior, strengthens community, and deepens devotion to
God.

Shared Values
(i) Respect for life

All three traditions emphasize the sanctity of human life.
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(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

Islam prohibits murder and injustice, Christianity teaches “Thou shalt not kill,” and
ATR condemns acts that harm community members.

Honesty and truthfulness

Islam teaches truthfulness as a sign of faith, Christianity warns against false witness,
and ATR values honesty in speech and dealings.

Generosity and charity

Zakat in Islam, almsgiving in Christianity, and communal sharing in ATR all stress
helping the poor and needy.

Respect for parents and elders

Islam commands kindness to parents, Christianity teaches “Honor your father and
mother,” and ATR emphasizes obedience and respect for elders.

Justice and fairness

Islam upholds Sharia justice, Christianity emphasizes fairness and love of neighbor,
and ATR enforces taboos and communal laws to maintain harmony.

Faithfulness and purity

Islam prohibits adultery, Christianity values chastity and marital faithfulness, and ATR
discourages immorality that disrupts family life.

Community solidarity

Islam emphasizes the Ummah, Christianity stresses fellowship in the Church, and ATR
centers worship around clan and communal rituals.

Belief in life after death

Islam teaches resurrection and judgment, Christianity promises eternal life through
Christ, and ATR believes in the continued presence of ancestors.
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Comparison Table

Value

Islam

Christianity

ATR

Respect for life

Prohibits murder &
injustice

“Thou shalt not
kill”

Condemns harm to
community

Honesty Truthfulness is faith Avoid false witness | Honesty in speech &
dealings
Generosity Zakat & sadagah Almsgiving Communal sharing

Respect for

Kindness to parents

Honor father &

Obedience to elders

judgment

elders mother

Justice Sharia law Fairness & love Taboos & communal
laws

Purity Forbids adultery Chastity & Discourages immorality

faithfulness

Community Ummah brotherhood Church fellowship | Clan & communal
worship

Life after death | Resurrection & Eternal life Ancestors’ spiritual

presence

Key Insight: The common values among Islam, Christianity, and ATR show that religion is a
universal guide for morality and community life. They all emphasize respect, honesty,
generosity, justice, purity, solidarity, and hope in life after death. These shared values
provide a strong basis for interfaith dialogue and peaceful coexistence.

Scenario question 11

Imagine you are an Imam, discuss the nature of God.

Model Answer

The nature of God is described across religions as possessing perfect attributes that reveal His

power, presence, and knowledge. These qualities help believers understand God’s
relationship with creation and inspire worship, obedience, and trust.

Key Attributes of God
(i) Omnipotence — God is all-powerful.

He created the universe and sustains it.
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(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

Nothing is beyond His ability, whether in Islam (Al-Qadir), Christianity (“Almighty”), or
ATR (Supreme Creator).

Omnipresence — God is present everywhere.
He is not limited by space or time.

In Christianity, Psalm 139 teaches that God is everywhere; in Islam, Allah’s knowledge
and presence encompass all; in ATR, the Supreme Being is believed to be ever-present
in nature and life.

Omniscience — God is all-knowing.
He knows the past, present, and future, including the secrets of the heart.

Qur’an 6:59 says Allah knows even what is hidden; Christianity teaches God’s infinite
wisdom; ATR affirms that the Creator sees all human actions.

Holiness — God is pure and perfect.

In Islam, Allah is Al-Quddus (The Holy).

Christianity emphasizes God’s holiness as the source of moral law.
ATR views the Supreme Being as the source of purity and order.
Justice — God is fair and righteous.

He rewards good and punishes evil.

Islam emphasizes divine justice (Ad/), Christianity teaches God as the righteous judge,
and ATR enforces justice through taboos and ancestral guidance.

Mercy and Love — God shows compassion to His creation.
In Islam, Allah is Ar-Rahman (Most Merciful).
Christianity teaches “God is love” (1 John 4:8).

ATR emphasizes the Supreme Being’s care through blessings of rain, fertility, and
protection.
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Summary Table

Attribute Meaning Religious Expression

Omnipotence | All-powerful Allah Al-Qadir, Almighty God, Supreme Creator

Omnipresence | Present Allah’s presence, Psalm 139, ATR’s ever-present
everywhere God

Omniscience | All-knowing Qur’an 6:59, God’s wisdom, ATR’s all-seeing Creator

Holiness Pure and perfect Al-Quddus, Christian holiness, ATR purity

Justice Fair and righteous Divine justice, righteous judge, ancestral taboos

Mercy & Love | Compassionate Ar-Rahman, “God is love”, ATR blessings

Key Insight: The nature of God across traditions emphasizes His power, presence,
knowledge, holiness, justice, mercy, and love. These attributes remind believers that God is
both transcendent (beyond human limits) and immanent (close to His creation). They inspire
worship, obedience, and moral living, while uniting humanity in reverence for the divine.

Scenario question 12

Imagine you are an Imam identify God’s intermediaries in African Traditional Religion.

Model Answer

In African Traditional Religion (ATR), God (the Supreme Being) is believed to be too great and
transcendent to be approached directly. Therefore, worshippers often communicate with Him
through intermediaries, who act as bridges between the divine and human beings. These
intermediaries help maintain harmony between the spiritual and physical worlds.

God'’s Intermediaries in ATR
(i) Ancestors
Ancestors are revered as living spirits who continue to guide and protect their families.

They intercede with God on behalf of the living, ensuring blessings, fertility, and
protection.

(ii) Spirits

Spirits of nature (linked to rivers, mountains, forests, and animals) are believed to
carry divine power.

They act as channels through which God’s will is manifested in daily life.
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(iii) Divinities
These are lesser gods or deities created by the Supreme Being to oversee specific
aspects of life (e.g., fertility, rain, harvest, health).
They are worshipped through rituals and sacrifices.

(iv) Priests and diviners

Spiritual leaders interpret God’s will, deliver messages from ancestors or spirits, and
guide worshippers.

Diviners use rituals, symbols, oracles, and natural signs to reveal solutions to
problems.

Summary Table

Intermediary Role Purpose

Ancestors Family guardians Protection, blessings, guidance
Spirits Nature-linked beings | Manifest divine power
Divinities Lesser gods/deities Oversee fertility, rain, health
Priests/diviners | Spiritual leaders Interpret signs, lead rituals

Key Insight: In ATR, God remains the Supreme Creator, but His greatness makes
intermediaries essential for worship and communication. Through ancestors, spirits,
divinities, and priests, believers maintain a living connection with the divine, ensuring
harmony between the spiritual and physical worlds.

Scenario question 13

Imagine you are an Imam, explain the concept of ancestors and mediators in African
Traditional Religion.

Model Answer

In African Traditional Religion (ATR), the concepts of ancestors and mediators are central to
how communities relate to the Supreme Being. Since God is considered too great and
transcendent to be approached directly, these intermediaries provide a bridge between the
divine and human life.

Ancestors in ATR
(i) Spiritual presence

Ancestors are believed to continue living spiritually after death.
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(ii)

(iii)

They remain part of the family, guiding and protecting descendants.
Intercession

Ancestors act as intercessors, presenting the needs of the living to God.
Families offer sacrifices and prayers to honor them and seek blessings.
Moral authority

Ancestors uphold traditions, taboos, and moral values.

Disrespecting them is believed to bring misfortune, while honoring them ensures
harmony.

Mediators in ATR

(i)

(ii)

(i)

Spirits

Spirits of nature (linked to rivers, mountains, forests, animals) are seen as channels of
divine power.

They influence fertility, health, and protection.

Divinities

Lesser gods or deities created by the Supreme Being oversee specific aspects of life
(rain, harvest, healing).

Worshippers approach them through rituals and offerings.

Priests and diviners

Spiritual leaders interpret God’s will and deliver messages from ancestors or spirits.

Diviners use oracles, symbols, and rituals to reveal solutions to problems.

Summary Table

Intermediary Role Purpose

Ancestors Family guardians Protection, blessings, moral guidance
Spirits Nature-linked beings | Fertility, health, protection

Divinities Lesser gods/deities Oversee rain, harvest, healing
Priests/diviners | Spiritual leaders Interpret signs, lead rituals
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Key Insight: In ATR, ancestors and mediators ensure that the Supreme Being remains
connected to everyday life. Ancestors preserve family identity and morality, while mediators
like spirits, divinities, and priests help communities seek blessings, guidance, and protection.
Together, they maintain harmony between the spiritual and physical worlds.

Scenario question 14

Imagine you are an Imam, identify the good practices in Islam, Christianity and African
Traditional Religion.

Model Answer

Across Islam, Christianity, and African Traditional Religion (ATR), good practices are
emphasized as ways of living faithfully, morally, and in harmony with others. These practices
guide believers toward devotion to God, respect for humanity, and community solidarity.

Good Practices in Islam
(i) Prayer (Salah) — Muslims pray five times daily, showing discipline and devotion.

(ii) Charity (Zakat & Sadaqah) — Giving to the poor purifies wealth and strengthens
community bonds.

(iii) Fasting (Sawm) — Observed during Ramadan, it teaches self-control, empathy, and
obedience to Allah.

(iv) Honesty and justice — Truthfulness and fairness are central to Islamic ethics.
Good Practices in Christianity

(i) Prayer and worship — Christians pray individually and communally, strengthening faith
and fellowship.

(ii) Almsgiving — Helping the poor reflects Christ’s teaching of love and mercy.
(iii) Forgiveness — Christians are taught to forgive others, following Jesus’ example.

(iv) Sacraments — Baptism, Holy Communion, and other sacraments express commitment
to God and community.

Good Practices in African Traditional Religion (ATR)

(i) Respect for ancestors — Honoring ancestors through rituals and sacrifices maintains
family unity and blessings.

(i) Community solidarity — Sharing resources and participating in communal ceremonies
strengthen harmony.

(iii) Respect for nature — Sacred places like rivers, mountains, and trees are revered as
signs of divine presence.

P a g e | 23 Download free primary notes from digitalteachers.co.ug website



(iv) Observance of taboos — Following moral codes and avoiding forbidden acts ensures
justice and balance in society.

Comparison Table

Religion Good Practices Purpose
Islam Prayer, charity, fasting, honesty Devotion, discipline,
justice
Christianity | Prayer, almsgiving, forgiveness, sacraments Love, mercy, unity
ATR Respect for ancestors, community solidarity, respect | Harmony, morality,
for nature, taboos blessings

Key Insight: Though expressed differently, these religions share common good practices:
prayer, charity, respect, and moral living. They all aim to nurture faith in God, compassion for
others, and unity in society, showing that religion is a universal guide for good conduct.

Scenario question 15

Imagine you are an Imam, explain how Islam, Christianity and African Traditional Religion
differ.

Model Answer

Islam, Christianity, and African Traditional Religion (ATR) differ in their foundations, practices,
and approaches to God, even though they share some moral values. These differences
highlight the unique identity of each faith.

Differences in Belief
(i) Concept of God
Islam: Strict monotheism (Tawhid), Allah is one and incomparable.
Christianity: Belief in one God expressed in the Trinity (Father, Son, Holy Spirit).

ATR: Belief in one Supreme Being, but worship often involves ancestors, spirits, and
divinities as intermediaries.

(ii) Scripture
Islam: Qur’an is the final revelation.

Christianity: Bible (Old and New Testament) guides faith and practice.
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ATR: Oral tradition—proverbs, myths, songs, and rituals—preserve teachings.
(iii) Prophets and leaders

Islam: Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is the final messenger.

Christianity: Jesus Christ is the Son of God and Savior.

ATR: No single prophet; priests, diviners, and elders guide worship.
Differences in Worship
(i) Prayer

Islam: Structured daily prayers (Salah) facing Mecca.

Christianity: Flexible prayer, both communal and personal.

ATR: Rituals, sacrifices, and ceremonies often tied to nature and ancestors.
(ii) Sacred places

Islam: Kaaba in Mecca, mosques.

Christianity: Churches, cathedrals, and holy sites like Jerusalem.

ATR: Shrines, sacred groves, rivers, and mountains.
(iii) Festivals

Islam: Eid al-Fitr, Eid al-Adha.

Christianity: Christmas, Easter, Pentecost.

ATR: Harvest festivals, initiation rites, ancestral commemorations.
Differences in Moral Guidance
Law and ethics

o Islam: Sharia law governs personal and social conduct.

o Christianity: Teachings of Jesus and biblical commandments guide morality.

o ATR: Customs, taboos, and ancestral traditions regulate behavior.
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Comparison Table

Aspect Islam Christianity ATR

God Strict monotheism Trinity (Father, Son, Holy | Supreme Being +
(Allah) Spirit) intermediaries

Scripture Qur’an Bible Oral tradition

Leaders Prophet Muhammad | Jesus Christ Priests, elders, diviners

Worship Salah, Qur'an Prayer, sacraments Rituals, sacrifices
recitation

Sacred Kaaba, mosques Churches, Jerusalem Shrines, sacred groves

places

Festivals Eid al-Fitr, Eid Christmas, Easter Harvest, initiation rites
al-Adha

Moral law Sharia Bible teachings Customs & taboos

Key Insight

e Islam emphasizes strict monotheism, structured worship, and Sharia law.
o Christianity emphasizes salvation through Jesus, scripture, and sacraments.

e ATR emphasizes community, ancestors, and oral traditions tied to nature.

Scenario question 16

Imagine you are an Imam, discuss how respect for life manifested in actions and deeds of
love for one another across Islam. Christianity and African Traditional Religions.

Model Answer

Respect for life is a shared moral value across Islam, Christianity, and African Traditional
Religion (ATR). Each tradition manifests this respect through actions and deeds of love,
ensuring that human dignity, compassion, and community harmony are upheld.

Respect for Life in Islam

(i) Prohibition of killing — The Qur’an forbids murder and injustice, teaching that saving
one life is like saving all humanity (Qur’an 5:32).

(ii) Charity and compassion — Muslims show love by giving Zakat and Sadagah to support
the poor, orphans, and widows.

(iii) Brotherhood — The concept of Ummah emphasizes unity, care, and solidarity among
believers.
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Respect for Life in Christianity

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

Love of neighbor — Jesus taught: “Love your neighbor as yourself” (Mark 12:31). This
promotes kindness, forgiveness, and service.

Charity and service — Christians practice almsgiving, feeding the hungry, and caring for
the sick as acts of love.

Forgiveness and reconciliation — Respect for life is shown by forgiving enemies and
promoting peace instead of revenge.

Respect for Life in African Traditional Religion (ATR)

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

Condemnation of harm — ATR forbids acts that harm community members,
emphasizing harmony and protection of life.

Community solidarity — Sharing food, resources, and labor ensures everyone’s survival
and dignity.

Respect for elders and ancestors — Honoring elders and ancestors preserves life’s
continuity and moral order.

Comparison Table

Religion Manifestation of Respect for Life Deeds of Love

Islam Prohibition of murder, protection of life Charity, brotherhood,
compassion

Christianity | Love of neighbor, forgiveness Almsgiving, service,

reconciliation

ATR

Condemnation of harm, communal Sharing resources, honoring
harmony elders

Key Insight: Across these religions, respect for life is not abstract — it is lived out through
acts of love, charity, forgiveness, and solidarity. Islam emphasizes justice and compassion,
Christianity highlights love and service, while ATR stresses community harmony and respect
for elders. Together, they show that valuing life means actively caring for one another.

Scenario question 17

Imagine you are an Imam, identify shared the virtues across Islam, Christianity and African
Traditional religion.
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Model Answer

The shared virtues across Islam, Christianity, and African Traditional Religion (ATR) highlight
how these faiths, despite doctrinal differences, converge on moral values that promote love,
respect, and harmony in society.

% Shared Virtues
(i) Kindness
Islam: Showing mercy and compassion as Allah is Ar-Rahman.
Christianity: “Love your neighbor as yourself” (Mark 12:31).
ATR: Sharing food and resources within the community.
(ii) Sympathy
Islam: Caring for orphans, widows, and the poor through Zakat and Sadagah.
Christianity: Helping the needy reflects Christ’s compassion.
ATR: Supporting the vulnerable through communal solidarity.
(iii) Politeness
Islam: Respectful greetings (Salam) and speech.
Christianity: Gentle and respectful language in interactions.
ATR: Polite greetings and respectful speech maintain harmony.
(iv) Humility
Islam: Submission to Allah in prayer and modest living.
Christianity: Jesus taught humility, “Blessed are the meek” (Matthew 5:5).
ATR: Obedience to elders and ancestors shows modesty.
(v) Honesty
Islam: Truthfulness is a sign of faith.
Christianity: Avoiding false witness and dishonesty.
ATR: Truthfulness valued in speech and dealings.
(vi) Use of appropriate language
Islam: Avoiding abusive or vain talk.
Christianity: “Let your speech be gracious” (Colossians 4:6).
ATR: Respectful words preserve peace and unity.

(vii)  Decent dressing

P a g e | 28 Download free primary notes from digitalteachers.co.ug website



Islam: Modesty in clothing is emphasized.

Christianity: Modesty encouraged, especially in worship.

ATR: Appropriate attire during rituals shows respect.

(viii)

Respect for parents

Islam: Qur'an commands kindness and obedience to parents.

Christianity: “Honor your father and mother” (Exodus 20:12).

ATR: Obedience and care for parents and elders are central to family life.

Comparison Table

Virtue Islam Christianity ATR

Kindness Mercy, compassion Love of neighbor Sharing resources

Sympathy Charity for poor Helping needy Supporting
vulnerable

Politeness Salam, respectful speech | Gentle language Respectful
greetings

Humility Submission to Allah Meekness, humility | Obedience to
elders

Honesty Truthfulness as faith Avoid false witness | Truth in dealings

Appropriate Avoid vain talk Gracious speech Respectful words

language

Decent dressing

Modesty in clothing

Modesty in worship

Ritual attire

Respect for
parents

Qur’an commands
obedience

Honor father &
mother

Obedience to
elders

Key Insight: These shared virtues show that religion universally promotes moral living and
respect for others. Whether through Islamic discipline, Christian love, or ATR communal

harmony, virtues like kindness, humility, honesty, and respect for parents form the backbone
of a just and peaceful society.
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Scenario question 18

Imagine you are an Imam, evaluate ways through which one can live with members of other
religions without conflicts.

Model Answer

Living peacefully with members of other religions requires mutual respect, tolerance, and
understanding. Islam, Christianity, and African Traditional Religion (ATR) all emphasize values
of love, justice, and compassion, which can guide believers in avoiding conflicts and
promoting harmony.

Ways to Live Without Conflicts
(i) Respect for beliefs
Acknowledge that each religion has its own practices and teachings.
Avoid mocking or belittling other faiths.
(ii) Dialogue and communication
Engage in interfaith discussions to promote understanding.
Listen actively and clarify misconceptions.
(iii) Tolerance and patience
Accept differences in worship styles, festivals, and rituals.
Practice patience when disagreements arise.
(iv) Acts of love and service
Work together in charity, community service, and development projects.
Show kindness and sympathy across religious boundaries.
(v) Respect for human dignity
Value life and treat all people with fairness and justice.
Avoid discrimination based on religion.
(vi) Shared values

Emphasize virtues common to all religions: honesty, humility, politeness, decent
dressing, and respect for parents.

Build unity through these shared moral foundations.
(vii)  Conflict resolution

Use peaceful methods like dialogue, mediation, and forgiveness.
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Avoid violence or revenge when disputes occur.

Summary Table

Approach Action Impact

Respect for beliefs | Avoid mocking other religions | Promotes tolerance
Dialogue Interfaith communication Builds understanding
Tolerance Accept differences Reduces tension

Acts of love Charity & service Strengthens unity
Respect for dignity | Fair treatment Equality & justice
Shared values Honesty, humility, respect Common moral ground
Conflict resolution | Dialogue & forgiveness Peaceful coexistence

Key Insight: Peaceful coexistence among religions is possible when people focus on respect,
dialogue, tolerance, and shared values. By practicing kindness, honesty, and compassion,
members of Islam, Christianity, and ATR can live together harmoniously, turning diversity into
strength rather than conflict.

Scenario question 19

Imagine you are an Imam, use examples to explain how people can live with others
regardless of the difference in religious beliefs.

Model Answer

People can live peacefully with others regardless of differences in religious beliefs by
practicing respect, cooperation, and shared values. Here are clear examples across daily life
that show how this is possible:

Examples of Peaceful Coexistence
(i) Community service

Muslims, Christians, and ATR followers can work together to build schools, hospitals,
or clean water projects.

Example: In Uganda, interfaith groups often unite to provide humanitarian aid during
floods or droughts.

(i) Celebrating diversity
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(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

Attending each other’s cultural or religious events respectfully.

Example: Christians may join Muslim friends in breaking fast during Ramadan, while
Muslims attend Christmas celebrations as a gesture of friendship.

Education and dialogue
Schools and communities can teach respect for different religions.

Example: Interfaith clubs in secondary schools encourage students of different beliefs
to discuss values like honesty and kindness.

Acts of kindness
Helping neighbors regardless of their faith.

Example: A Christian family may support a Muslim neighbor during iliness, while ATR
communities share food with all during harvest festivals.

Respect for worship practices
Allowing others to worship freely without interference.

Example: In multi-religious towns, mosques, churches, and shrines coexist side by side,
with communities respecting each other’s sacred spaces.

Conflict resolution
Using dialogue, forgiveness, and traditional mediation instead of violence.

Example: Elders from ATR, imams, and pastors may sit together to resolve disputes in
villages, ensuring peace and unity.

Summary Table

Practice Example Impact

Community service Building schools together Promotes unity
Celebrating diversity | Joining Ramadan/Christmas Strengthens friendship
Education & dialogue | Interfaith clubs in schools Builds understanding
Acts of kindness Helping sick neighbors Shows compassion
Respect for worship | Coexistence of mosques/churches/shrines | Ensures freedom
Conflict resolution Elders, imams, pastors mediating Maintains peace
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Key Insight: Living peacefully across religions is possible when people focus on shared
humanity rather than differences. Respect, kindness, and cooperation transform diversity
into strength, ensuring harmony in families, schools, and communities.

Scenario question 19

Imagine you are an Imam, discuss the challenges across Christianity, Islam and African
Traditional Religion in the contemporary world.

Model Answer

Christianity, Islam, and African Traditional Religion (ATR) all face serious challenges in the
contemporary world, including interfaith conflicts, cultural tensions, secularization, and the
struggle to balance tradition with modernity. These challenges affect worship, identity, and
community life across Africa and beyond.

Challenges in Christianity

(i) Secularization — Growing influence of science, technology, and modern lifestyles
reduces church attendance and weakens faith commitment.

(ii) Cultural conflict — Tension between Christian teachings and African cultural practices
(e.g., ancestral veneration, traditional rituals).

(iii) Interfaith tensions — Rising conflicts with Islam and ATR communities in regions like
Nigeria and Central Africa.

(iv) Leadership and corruption — Misuse of church resources and scandals undermine
credibility.

Challenges in Islam

(i) Extremism and violence — Groups like Boko Haram and Al-Shabaab exploit religion for
political ends, causing suffering and mistrust.

(ii) Modernity vs. tradition — Balancing Islamic law (Sharia) with modern democratic
values and human rights.

(iii) Interfaith relations — Tensions with Christians and ATR communities due to cultural
and political conflicts.

(iv) Youth unemployment — Economic struggles make young Muslims vulnerable to
radicalization.

Challenges in African Traditional Religion (ATR)

(i) Marginalization — Often dismissed as “primitive” compared to Christianity and Islam,
leading to cultural alienation.
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(ii) Loss of oral traditions — Modern education and globalization weaken oral
transmission of myths, rituals, and taboos.

(iii) Syncretism — Many Africans practice Christianity or Islam publicly while retaining ATR
privately, causing identity conflicts.

(iv) Urbanization — Migration to cities reduces communal rituals and weakens traditional
structures.

Comparison Table

Religion Key Challenges Impact

Christianity | Secularization, cultural conflict, interfaith Decline in faith, divided
tensions identities

Islam Extremism, modernity vs. tradition, youth Violence, mistrust,
unemployment radicalization

ATR Marginalization, loss of oral traditions, Cultural alienation, weakened
syncretism identity

Key Insight: The contemporary world challenges all three religions to adapt without losing
their core values. Christianity struggles with secularization and cultural tensions, Islam faces
extremism and modernization issues, while ATR battles marginalization and cultural erosion.
Interfaith dialogue, education, and community cooperation are essential to overcome these
challenges and build peaceful coexistence.

Scenario question 20

Imagine you are an Imam, discuss the teaching of Islam about respecting members of other
religions with reference to Surat Al-Imran (3:19).

Model Answer

In Islam, respect for members of other religions is rooted in the Qur’an’s teaching that faith
must be approached with sincerity, justice, and tolerance. Surat Al-Imran (3:19) states:
“Indeed, the religion in the sight of Allah is Islam...” — but this verse is not a call to hostility.
Instead, it emphasizes that while Islam is the true path to God, Muslims must deal with others
with fairness and respect.

Teachings on Respect for Other Religions
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(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

Recognition of diversity

Islam acknowledges that people follow different paths. The Qur’an teaches that
differences in faith are part of God’s plan (Qur’an 5:48).

Respecting diversity means avoiding compulsion in religion (Qur’an 2:256).
Justice and fairness

Muslims are commanded to treat non-Muslims with justice and kindness, especially
those who live peacefully alongside them (Qur’an 60:8).

This reflects the principle that respect for life and dignity applies to all.
Dialogue and coexistence

Surat Al-Imran encourages Muslims to engage in dialogue with “People of the Book”
(Jews and Christians), focusing on shared belief in one God (Qur’an 3:64).

This promotes peaceful coexistence and mutual respect.
Love and compassion
Acts of charity and kindness are not limited to Muslims; they extend to all humanity.

Respect for other religions is shown through deeds of love, service, and protection of
the vulnerable.

Summary Table

Teaching Islamic Principle Practical Impact

Recognition of Qur’an 5:48 — differences are God’s will | Respect for religious

diversity freedom

Justice & fairness Qur’an 60:8 — kindness to peaceful Promotes equality and

non-Muslims dignity

Dialogue & Qur’an 3:64 — engage People of the Encourages interfaith

coexistence Book harmony

Love & compassion | Charity extends to all Builds unity across
religions

Key Insight: Surat Al-Imran (3:19) affirms Islam as the true path, but the broader Qur’anic
teaching insists that Muslims must respect, coexist, and act justly toward members of other
religions. Respect is manifested through dialogue, fairness, and compassion, ensuring
peaceful interfaith relations in the contemporary world.

P a g e | 35 Download free primary notes from digitalteachers.co.ug website




Scenario question 21

Imagine you are an Imam, identify the principle of dialogue anchored in the Quran and in
the practice of prophet using Surat Al-Imran (3:64).

Model Answer

Surat Al-lmran (3:64) provides one of the clearest principles of dialogue in Islam, showing
how Muslims are encouraged to engage respectfully with members of other religions. The
verse says:

“Say, ‘O People of the Book, come to a word that is equitable between us and you — that we
will not worship except Allah and not associate anything with Him and not take one another
as lords instead of Allah.” But if they turn away, then say, ‘Bear witness that we are Muslims.””

Principles of Dialogue Anchored in the Qur'an
(i) Common ground

The verse emphasizes starting dialogue by focusing on shared beliefs, such as
worshiping one God.

This principle avoids hostility and builds bridges of understanding.
(ii) Respectful invitation

Muslims are instructed to invite others to truth with wisdom and respect, not
compulsion (Qur’an 2:256).

Dialogue is framed as an invitation, not a confrontation.

(iii) Recognition of difference
If others refuse, Muslims are taught to simply declare their faith without aggression.
This shows tolerance and respect for freedom of belief.

Practice of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)

(i) Interfaith dialogue

The Prophet engaged Jews and Christians in Medina with respect, often discussing
shared values.

He signed treaties (e.g., the Constitution of Medina) guaranteeing religious freedom.
(ii) Peaceful coexistence

Non-Muslim communities were allowed to practice their faith freely under Muslim
rule.

The Prophet emphasized justice and protection for all, regardless of religion.
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(iii) Wisdom in speech
He modeled dialogue through polite language, patience, and listening.

His approach reflected Qur’anic guidance: “Invite to the way of your Lord with wisdom
and good instruction” (Qur’an 16:125).

Summary Table

Principle Qur’anic Anchor (3:64) Prophet’s Practice

Common ground Focus on worship of one Engaged Jews & Christians on shared
God values

Respectful invitation Invite without compulsion | Used wisdom and politeness

Recognition of Declare faith without Allowed freedom of worship

difference hostility

Justice & coexistence | Equity in dialogue Constitution of Medina ensured

fairness

Key Insight: Surat Al-Imran (3:64) anchors the principle of dialogue in common ground,
respect, and tolerance. The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) embodied this by practicing
interfaith dialogue, peaceful coexistence, and justice, showing that Islam values respectful
engagement with members of other religions.

Scenario question 22

Imagine you are an Imam, use examples from Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)’s life to explain
how he respected members of other religions.

Model Answer
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) set a powerful example of respecting members of other
religions through his actions, treaties, and daily interactions. His life demonstrates that Islam
values justice, compassion, and peaceful coexistence.
Examples from the Prophet’s Life
(i) Treaty of Medina
When Prophet Muhammad migrated to Medina, he established the Constitution of
Medina.
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This treaty guaranteed Jews, Christians, and Muslims the freedom to practice their
faiths and live peacefully together.

(ii) Protection of Christians
The Prophet wrote a letter to the monks of St. Catherine’s Monastery in Sinai, assuring
them of protection, safety, and freedom of worship.
He forbade Muslims from harming churches or clergy.

(iii) Respectful dialogue
He engaged Jews and Christians in respectful discussions, focusing on shared belief in
one God.
Qur’an 3:64 (Surat Al-Imran) reflects this principle: “Come to a word that is equitable
between us and you...”

(iv) Kindness to non-Muslims
The Prophet visited non-Muslim neighbors when they were sick and encouraged
Muslims to show compassion to all people.
He taught that kindness should extend beyond religious boundaries.

(v) Justice for all
He emphasized that justice must be applied equally, regardless of religion.

In disputes, he judged fairly between Muslims and non-Muslims.
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Summary Table

Example

Action

Impact

Treaty of Medina

Guaranteed freedom of worship

Promoted peaceful

coexistence

Protection of Christians

Letter to St. Catherine’s

Monastery

Ensured safety of churches

Respectful dialogue

Engaged Jews & Christians

Built interfaith understanding

Kindness to

non-Muslims

Compassion to neighbors

Showed love beyond faith

lines

Justice for all

Fair judgment in disputes

Promoted equality and trust

Key Insight: Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) respected members of other religions by protecting

their rights, engaging in dialogue, showing kindness, and ensuring justice. His example

demonstrates that Islam encourages peaceful coexistence and compassion across faiths,

making interfaith respect a cornerstone of Islamic practice.

Vote Dr. Bbosa Science President of Uganda 2031->
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