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Senior 2 

Term 3 

Theme: Man’s Social Relations 

Topic 1/1:  MARRIAGE 

Competency: The learner understands how the family promotes the values of responsibility, 

unity, loyalty, generosity and harmony as derived from the Quran. 
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Scenario question 1 

Imagine you are an Imam, discuss the role of different member of the Islamic family. 

     Model Answer 

In Islam, every family member has defined roles that ensure love, justice, and responsibility 

within the household. The husband provides and protects, the wife nurtures and manages, 

children honor and obey, parents guide with compassion, and siblings support each other — 

together fostering unity and mercy. 

Roles of Family Members in Islam 

Husband/Father 

(i) Provision (Nafaqah): Responsible for food, shelter, clothing, education, and 

healthcare. 

(ii) Protection: Safeguards the family physically, emotionally, and spiritually. 

(iii) Leadership: Guides the household with justice and kindness. 

(iv) Kind Treatment: Shows love and mercy to his wife. 

(v) Education: Ensures children are raised with Islamic values. 

(vi) Qur’an 4:34 – “Men are the protectors and maintainers of women.” 

Wife/Mother 

(i) Support: Cooperates with the husband in lawful leadership. 

(ii) Childcare: Nurtures and teaches children, especially in early development. 

(iii) Home Management: Organizes household affairs. 

(iv) Respect & Loyalty: Maintains dignity and honor of the family. 

(v) Hadith (Tirmidhi): “The best of you are those who are best to their wives.” 

Children 

(i) Obedience: Listen to and respect parents. 

(ii) Kindness & Gratitude: Especially important in parents’ old age. 

(iii) Supplication: Pray for parents’ well-being. 

(iv) Qur’an 17:24 – “My Lord, have mercy upon them as they brought me up when I was 

small.” 

Parents 

(i) Islamic Upbringing: Teach children prayer, manners, and faith. 
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(ii) Love & Compassion: Provide emotional support. 

(iii) Fairness: Treat children equally without favoritism. 

(iv) Education: Encourage both Islamic and worldly knowledge. 

(v) Hadith (Bukhari & Muslim): “Every one of you is a shepherd, and every one of you is 

responsible for his flock.” 

Siblings 

(i) Support: Help each other emotionally, financially, and spiritually. 

(ii) Maintain Ties: Avoid disputes and reconcile quickly. 

(iii) Respect: Show cooperation regardless of age or status. 

Summary Table 

Family Member Key Role Islamic Value Promoted 

Husband Provision, protection, leadership Justice, mercy 

Wife Nurturing, home management Loyalty, respect 

Children Obedience, kindness, prayer Gratitude, humility 

Parents Guidance, fairness, education Compassion, responsibility 

Siblings Support, cooperation Unity, respect 

 

Key Insight: The Islamic family is a divine framework rooted in Qur’an and Sunnah. Each role 

complements the other, ensuring balance, mercy, and justice. When fulfilled, these 

responsibilities create a household that reflects Allah’s guidance — a sanctuary of love, unity, 

and spiritual growth. 

 

Scenario question 2 

Imagine you are an Imam, discuss the duties of children towards parents and parents 

towards children using Surat Luqman (31:12 – 2) and Al-Ahqaf (49:15). 

     Model Answer 

Here below are the duties of children towards parents and parents towards children using 

the Qur’anic guidance in Surat Luqman (31:12–15) and Surat Al-Ahqaf (46:15). 

Duties of Children towards Parents 

From Surat Luqman (31:12–15) 
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(i) Gratitude and obedience: Children are commanded to show gratitude to Allah and 

their parents. 

(ii) Respect and kindness: Even if parents urge them towards shirk (associating partners 

with Allah), children must not obey in that matter but still treat them kindly. 

(iii) Companionship in goodness: Children should live with parents in this world with 

respect and compassion. 

(iv) Listening to wisdom: Luqman’s advice emphasizes humility, prayer, and good 

conduct, which children must uphold. 

From Surat Al-Ahqaf (46:15) 

(i) Acknowledging sacrifice: Children must recognize the hardship mothers endure 

during pregnancy and childbirth. 

(ii) Gratitude: They are urged to thank Allah and their parents for nurturing them. 

(iii) Supplication: Children should pray for their parents, asking Allah to have mercy on 

them. 

Duties of Parents towards Children 

From Surat Luqman (31:12–15) 

(i) Teaching wisdom: Parents must guide children in faith, prayer, humility, and good 

manners. 

(ii) Warning against shirk: Parents should emphasize the importance of worshiping Allah 

alone. 

(iii) Moral upbringing: Parents must instill values of justice, patience, and respect. 

From Surat Al-Ahqaf (46:15) 

(i) Nurturing with care: Parents, especially mothers, endure hardship in pregnancy and 

nursing, showing their duty of sacrifice. 

(ii) Spiritual guidance: Parents must encourage children to be grateful to Allah and live 

righteously. 

(iii) Compassion and mercy: Parents should raise children with love, fairness, and 

responsibility. 
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Summary Table 

Verse Children’s Duties Parents’ Duties 

Luqman 

31:12–15 

Gratitude, respect, kindness, 

obedience in goodness 

Teaching wisdom, guiding faith, 

instilling morals 

Al-Ahqaf 

46:15 

Recognize parental sacrifice, 

gratitude, supplication 

Sacrifice in nurturing, spiritual 

guidance, compassion 

 

Key Insight: The Qur’an beautifully balances responsibilities: children owe gratitude, respect, 

and kindness to parents, while parents owe wisdom, sacrifice, and spiritual guidance to 

children. This mutual duty ensures harmony, love, and righteousness in the Islamic family. 

 

Scenario question 3 

Imagine you are an Imam, discuss the responsibilities of a husband towards a wife and a 

wife towards a husband using Surat An-Nisa (4:35) and Al Talaq (65:6-7). 

     Model Answer 

In Islam, the responsibilities of a husband and wife are clearly guided by the Qur’an. Surat 

An-Nisa (4:35) and Al-Talaq (65:6-7) emphasize reconciliation, fairness, provision, and 

compassion, showing that marriage is built on love, companionship, and cooperation. 

Responsibilities of the Husband towards the Wife 

From Surat An-Nisa (4:35) 

(i) Seek reconciliation: If disputes arise, the husband must be patient and willing to 

resolve them, even through mediators. 

(ii) Preserve dignity: Handle conflicts privately to protect the wife’s honor. 

(iii) Justice and fairness: Treat the wife with respect and equality. 

From Al-Talaq (65:6-7) 

(i) Provide shelter: Ensure the wife has accommodation during the waiting period 

(iddah). 

(ii) Fair provision: Support her financially according to his means. 

(iii) Compassion: Show kindness and mercy, even in times of separation. 
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 Responsibilities of the Wife towards the Husband 

From Surat An-Nisa (4:35) 

(i) Cooperate in reconciliation: Work with the husband to restore peace and harmony. 

(ii) Respect and dignity: Uphold the honor of the marriage by avoiding public disputes. 

(iii) Patience and loyalty: Support the husband in maintaining family unity. 

From Al-Talaq (65:6-7) 

(i) Cooperation in provision: Accept fair support and manage resources responsibly. 

(ii) Compassion and mercy: Show kindness and patience towards the husband. 

(iii) Mutual respect: Uphold fairness and avoid exploitation. 

 

Summary Table 

Verse Husband’s Responsibilities Wife’s Responsibilities 

An-Nisa 

4:35 

Seek reconciliation, preserve 

dignity, act with fairness 

Cooperate in reconciliation, preserve 

dignity, show loyalty 

Al-Talaq 

65:6-7 

Provide shelter, fair provision, 

show compassion 

Accept provision responsibly, show 

compassion, uphold fairness 

 

Key Insight: The Qur’an teaches that marriage is a partnership of justice, mercy, and 

cooperation. The husband’s duty is to provide, protect, and reconcile with fairness, while the 

wife’s duty is to cooperate, respect, and show compassion. Together, they build a household 

of love, dignity, and harmony under Allah’s guidance. 

 

Scenario question 4 

Imagine you are an Imam, discuss the values promoted by a family. 

     Model Answer 

A family promotes values that strengthen love, unity, and responsibility. In Islam and society, 

families nurture respect, compassion, honesty, cooperation, and generosity, ensuring stability 

and moral guidance for individuals and communities. 

Core Values Promoted by a Family 
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(i) Love and Mercy 

Spouses are described in the Qur’an as “garments for one another” (Qur’an 2:187), 

symbolizing intimacy, protection, and care. 

Love binds parents, children, and relatives, creating emotional security. 

(ii) Respect and Obedience 

Children are commanded to honor parents (Qur’an 17:23). 

Respect for elders and mutual dignity among family members preserves harmony. 

(iii) Unity and Solidarity 

Families stand together in times of joy and adversity. 

Collective prayers, celebrations, and support strengthen bonds. 

(iv) Responsibility and Justice 

Husbands provide and protect, wives nurture and manage, children obey and support. 

Each role promotes fairness and accountability. 

(v) Compassion and Forgiveness 

Families are sanctuaries of empathy, where mistakes are forgiven and reconciliation is 

encouraged. 

Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم emphasized patience and kindness within households. 

(vi) Generosity and Cooperation 

Families share resources, care for the needy, and teach children the value of giving. 

Cooperation in chores, decision-making, and community service builds teamwork. 

Summary Table of Family Values 

Value Meaning Example in Family Life 

Love Emotional care and mercy Spouses supporting each other 

Respect Honoring dignity of members Children obeying parents 

Unity Standing together Family praying or celebrating together 

Responsibility Fulfilling roles fairly Parents guiding, children obeying 

Compassion Empathy and forgiveness Resolving disputes peacefully 

Generosity Sharing and cooperation Helping relatives or neighbors 
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Key Insight: A family is not just a social unit but a moral institution. By promoting love, 

respect, unity, responsibility, compassion, and generosity, families become the foundation of 

stable societies and faithful communities. These values ensure that individuals grow with 

dignity, empathy, and a sense of purpose. 

 

Scenario question 5 

Imagine you are an Imam, discuss the values promoted by the family using Surat Al-Hujurat 

(49:11). Ar-Ruum (30:21), Al-Mumtahana (60:70), Al-Nahl (16:90) and An-Nisa (4:98). 

     Model Answer 

Values Promoted by the Family 

(i) Respect and Avoiding Mockery – Surat Al-Hujurat (49:11) 

Families teach respect by discouraging mockery, insults, or belittling. 

Promotes dignity and equality among members. 

Builds harmony by avoiding discrimination within the household. 

(ii) Love and Mercy – Surat Ar-Ruum (30:21) 

Marriage is described as a source of tranquility, love, and mercy. 

Families promote emotional security and compassion. 

Love between spouses extends to children and relatives. 

(iii) Loyalty and Faith – Surat Al-Mumtahana (60:7) 

Families foster reconciliation and loyalty even after conflict. 

Promotes peaceful coexistence and forgiveness. 

Encourages faithfulness to Allah and kindness to relatives. 

(iv) Justice and Fairness – Surat Al-Nahl (16:90) 

Families are schools of justice, fairness, and generosity. 

Parents teach children to avoid oppression and uphold truth. 

Promotes charity and compassion within and beyond the household. 

(v) Compassion and Responsibility – Surat An-Nisa (4:98) 

Families protect the weak, such as children, women, and the elderly. 

Promotes responsibility and care for dependents. 

Encourages mercy and patience in guiding vulnerable members. 

 

Summary Table 

Verse Value Promoted Family Application 

Al-Hujurat 49:11 Respect, dignity Avoid insults, honor each member 

Ar-Ruum 30:21 Love, mercy Spouses show compassion and care 
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Al-Mumtahana 60:7 Loyalty, reconciliation Forgive and maintain family bonds 

Al-Nahl 16:90 Justice, fairness Teach honesty, generosity, and equality 

An-Nisa 4:98 Compassion, responsibility Protect and guide the vulnerable 

 

Key Insight: The Qur’an presents the family as a moral institution where values like respect, 

love, loyalty, justice, and compassion are nurtured. These values ensure that family members 

grow into responsible, merciful, and just individuals, strengthening both the household and 

society. 

 

Scenario question 6 

Imagine you are an Imam, discuss the Islamic teaching about a family. 

     Model Answer 

In Islam, the family is regarded as the cornerstone of society — a sacred institution designed 

by Allah to nurture love, justice, and faith. The Qur’an and Sunnah emphasize that family life 

is not just social but deeply spiritual, promoting values that ensure harmony and moral 

growth. 

Islamic Teachings about Family 

(i) Foundation in Marriage 

Marriage is a covenant blessed by Allah, creating tranquility, love, and mercy (Surat 

Ar-Rum 30:21). 

It establishes lawful companionship and provides the basis for raising children in faith. 

(ii) Roles and Responsibilities 

Husband: Protector, provider, and leader with justice and kindness (Qur’an 4:34). 

Wife: Nurturer, supporter, and manager of the household with loyalty and respect. 

Children: Show gratitude, obedience, and kindness to parents (Qur’an 17:23–24). 

Parents: Guide children with wisdom, fairness, and compassion (Hadith: “Every one of 

you is a shepherd…”). 

(iii) Values Promoted 

Love and mercy: Spouses and parents show compassion. 

Respect and obedience: Children honor parents and elders. 

Justice and fairness: Families teach honesty and equality (Surat Al-Nahl 16:90). 
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Unity and solidarity: Families stand together in worship, joy, and hardship. 

(iv) Spiritual Purpose 

Families are schools of faith, teaching prayer, Qur’an, and good manners. 

They preserve dignity by protecting against immorality and guiding members to 

righteousness. 

They serve as microcosms of society — when families are strong, communities thrive. 

Summary Table 

Aspect Islamic Teaching Qur’anic/Prophetic 

Basis 

Foundation Marriage as covenant of love Ar-Rum 30:21 

Roles Husband provides, wife nurtures, children obey, 

parents guide 

Qur’an 4:34, 17:23–24 

Values Love, respect, justice, unity Al-Nahl 16:90 

Purpose Spiritual growth, dignity, faith Prophetic teachings 

 

Key Insight: Islam teaches that the family is both a social and spiritual institution. It 

promotes love, respect, justice, and unity, while guiding members toward Allah’s mercy. A 

strong family reflects divine wisdom and becomes the foundation of a just and compassionate 

society. 

 

Scenario question 7 

Imagine you are an Imam, use Surat Al-Baqarah (2:83 and 177) and An-Nisa (48 and 36) to 

explain one’s responsibility towards the extended family. 

     Model Answer 

In Islam, the extended family — grandparents, uncles, aunts, cousins, and in-laws — plays a 

vital role in nurturing social responsibility, compassion, and justice. The Qur’an emphasizes 

duties toward them in several verses, including Surat Al-Baqarah (2:83, 177) and Surat 

An-Nisa (4:36, 98). 

Responsibilities towards the Extended Family 

(i) From Surat Al-Baqarah (2:83) 

Kindness to relatives: Allah commands believers to worship Him alone and show 

kindness to parents, relatives, orphans, and the needy. 
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Responsibility: Extended family members must be treated with compassion and 

fairness, not neglected. 

(ii) From Surat Al-Baqarah (2:177) 

True righteousness: Defined not only by faith but by generosity to relatives, orphans, 

and the poor. 

Practical duty: Supporting extended family financially and emotionally is part of living 

righteously. 

(iii) From Surat An-Nisa (4:36) 

Comprehensive care: Believers are commanded to worship Allah and show kindness 

to parents, relatives, orphans, the needy, neighbors, and travelers. 

Family priority: Extended family is placed immediately after parents, showing their 

importance in social responsibility. 

(iv) From Surat An-Nisa (4:98) 

Protection of the vulnerable: Families must safeguard those who are weak, such as 

children, women, and the elderly. 

Responsibility: Extended family members share the duty of caring for dependents and 

ensuring no one is abandoned. 

Summary Table 

Verse Teaching Responsibility to Extended Family 

Al-Baqarah 2:83 Worship Allah, show kindness Compassion and fairness to 

relatives 

Al-Baqarah 2:177 True righteousness includes 

generosity 

Financial and emotional support 

An-Nisa 4:36 Kindness to parents and relatives Prioritize extended family care 

An-Nisa 4:98 Protect the weak Safeguard vulnerable family 

members 

 

Key Insight: Islam teaches that responsibility toward the extended family is not optional but a 

core part of faith and righteousness. By showing kindness, generosity, and protection, 

families uphold justice and mercy, ensuring that no member is left behind. This strengthens 

both the household and the wider community. 
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Scenario question 8 

Imagine you are an Imam, discuss the importance of family to the basic unit of society. 

     Model Answer 

The family is the basic unit of society in Islam and in wider human communities. It is the 

foundation where values, responsibilities, and social order are nurtured. Without strong 

families, societies weaken morally, spiritually, and socially. 

Importance of Family to Society 

(i) Moral Foundation 

Families instill values such as honesty, respect, compassion, and justice. 

Children learn right and wrong first at home, shaping responsible citizens. 

(ii) Unity and Social Cohesion 

Families promote solidarity by caring for each other and resolving conflicts peacefully. 

This unity extends to communities, reducing division and promoting harmony. 

(iii) Economic Support 

Families share resources, provide for dependents, and act as safety nets in times of 

hardship. 

They reduce poverty and vulnerability by supporting widows, orphans, and the elderly. 

(iv) Spiritual Growth 

Families are schools of faith, teaching prayer, Qur’an, and moral conduct. 

Parents guide children to worship Allah and live responsibly. 

(v) Social Responsibility 

Families protect the weak, nurture the young, and respect the elderly. 

They promote justice and fairness, ensuring no member is neglected. 

Summary Table 

Aspect Role of Family Impact on Society 

Moral foundation Teaches values and ethics Produces responsible citizens 

Unity Promotes solidarity Strengthens social harmony 

Economic support Shares resources Reduces poverty and vulnerability 

Spiritual growth Teaches faith and worship Builds a God-conscious society 

Social responsibility Protects weak and elderly Promotes justice and fairness 

 

Key Insight: The family is the bedrock of society. It nurtures individuals with values, provides 

economic and emotional support, and ensures justice and unity. When families are strong, 

societies flourish; when families weaken, communities face instability. 
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Scenario question 9 

Imagine you are an elder, discuss the African concept of a family. 

     Model Answer 

The African concept of family is broader and more communal than the modern nuclear 

family. It is deeply rooted in kinship, culture, and collective responsibility, making it the 

foundation of African society. 

Key Features of the African Family 

(i) Extended Family System 

Goes beyond parents and children to include grandparents, uncles, aunts, cousins, and 

even clan members. 

Everyone is interconnected, with obligations of care and support. 

(ii) Collective Responsibility 

Duties such as farming, child-rearing, and caring for the elderly are shared. 

No member is left unsupported; the family acts as a safety net. 

(iii) Respect for Elders 

Elders are custodians of wisdom, traditions, and conflict resolution. 

Their guidance ensures continuity of culture and moral values. 

(iv) Communal Living 

Families often live together or near each other, strengthening unity. 

Hospitality and generosity are central, with guests treated as part of the family. 

(v) Marriage as Union of Families 

Marriage is not just between individuals but between families and clans. 

Practices like bride price symbolize respect, unity, and continuity. 

(vi) Value of Children 

Children are seen as blessings, ensuring lineage and inheritance. 

They are nurtured collectively, with relatives playing active roles in upbringing. 
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 Summary Table 

Aspect African Family Concept Value Promoted 

Extended family Includes wider kin and clan Unity, solidarity 

Collective responsibility Shared duties and care Cooperation, empathy 

Respect for elders Elders as guides Wisdom, tradition 

Communal living Living together, hospitality Generosity, harmony 

Marriage Union of families/clans Respect, continuity 

Children Blessings and lineage Responsibility, inheritance 

 

Key Insight: The African family is communal, inclusive, and value-driven. It promotes unity, 

respect, generosity, and responsibility, ensuring that individuals grow within a supportive 

network. This makes the family not just a household but the bedrock of African society. 

 

Scenario question 10 

Imagine you are an Imam, discuss the advantages and disadvantages of extended family. 

     Model Answer 

The extended family — grandparents, uncles, aunts, cousins, and in-laws — is central in both 

African and Islamic traditions. It provides a strong support system but also comes with 

challenges. 

Advantages of Extended Family 

(i) Strong support system Members share responsibilities such as childcare, farming, and 

caring for the elderly. 

(ii) Emotional security Children grow up surrounded by love and guidance from multiple 

relatives. 

(iii) Cultural continuity Elders pass down traditions, values, and wisdom, preserving 

heritage. 

(iv) Economic cooperation Families pool resources, reducing poverty and vulnerability. 

(v) Social unity Extended families strengthen community ties and promote solidarity. 

 

 Disadvantages of Extended Family 
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(i) Conflicts and disagreements Many opinions can lead to disputes over decisions, 

inheritance, or resources. 

(ii) Reduced privacy Living with many relatives may limit personal space and 

independence. 

(iii) Economic strain Supporting a large family can be financially challenging. 

(iv) Favoritism and inequality Some members may feel neglected or treated unfairly. 

(v) Slow decision-making Collective decision processes can delay action. 

 

Summary Table 

Aspect Advantages Disadvantages 

Support Shared childcare, elder care Economic strain 

Emotional Love and guidance Reduced privacy 

Cultural Preserves traditions Conflicts over customs 

Economic Resource pooling Unequal distribution 

Social Unity and solidarity Slow decision-making 

 

Key Insight: The extended family promotes unity, support, and cultural continuity, but it also 

requires careful management to avoid conflicts, strain, and inequality. When balanced, it 

becomes a powerful foundation for society; when mismanaged, it can cause tension and 

instability. 

 

Scenario question 11 

Imagine you are an Imam, discuss the types of family in African Traditional Society. 

     Model Answer 

In African Traditional Society, the family is the foundation of social life. It is broader than the 

nuclear family and emphasizes kinship, collective responsibility, and cultural continuity. 

Families are not just households but networks of relatives bound by ancestry, respect, and 

shared duties. 

Types of Family in African Traditional Society 

(i) Nuclear Family 

Consists of father, mother, and children. 
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Provides direct parental guidance and unity. 

Often linked to the wider clan for support. 

(ii) Extended Family 

Includes grandparents, uncles, aunts, cousins, and other relatives. 

Strongly emphasized in African culture, ensuring collective living and support. 

Promotes generosity, empathy, and shared responsibility. 

(iii) Polygamous Family 

One man married to multiple wives, with children forming a large household. 

Practiced in several societies to expand kinship ties and strengthen clans. 

Promotes cooperation, responsibility, and clan solidarity. 

(iv) Clan/Community Family 

Families are part of larger clans bound by ancestry. 

Members share land, rituals, and responsibilities. 

Promotes cultural continuity and collective identity. 

Summary Table 

Type of Family Structure Values Promoted 

Nuclear Parents + children Unity, loyalty 

Extended Wider kin (grandparents, uncles, 

cousins) 

Generosity, empathy 

Polygamous One man, many wives + children Kinship ties, responsibility 

Clan/Community Larger ancestral group Cultural continuity, 

solidarity 

 

Key Insight: The African traditional family is communal, inclusive, and value-driven. It 

ensures that no individual is isolated, promotes respect for elders, and strengthens society 

through shared responsibility and cultural continuity. 

 

Scenario question 12 

Imagine you are an Imam, discuss the role of members in African Traditional Family. 

     Model Answer 
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In African Traditional Family, every member has a defined role that ensures unity, 

cooperation, and continuity of the community. These roles are not only social but also 

cultural, spiritual, and economic, making the family the backbone of society. 

Roles of Members in African Traditional Family 

Father 

(i) Head of the family and main provider. 

(ii) Protects the household and ensures discipline. 

(iii) Represents the family in clan meetings and community decisions. 

(iv) Guides children in cultural practices and moral values. 

Mother 

(i) Nurturer and caretaker of children. 

(ii) Manages household affairs, including food preparation and farming. 

(iii) Teaches children respect, traditions, and social responsibilities. 

(iv) Acts as a mediator in family conflicts. 

Children 

(i) Obey and respect parents and elders. 

(ii) Assist in farming, herding, and household chores. 

(iii) Preserve family lineage and traditions. 

(iv) Care for parents in old age. 

Elders 

(i) Custodians of wisdom, customs, and traditions. 

(ii) Resolve disputes and provide guidance. 

(iii) Bless marriages and important family events. 

(iv) Teach history, rituals, and moral values to younger generations. 

Extended Relatives 

(i) Provide social and economic support. 

(ii) Help raise children collectively. 

(iii) Strengthen kinship ties through cooperation in farming, ceremonies, and conflict 

resolution. 

(iv) Ensure no member is left isolated or unsupported. 
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Summary Table 

Member Role Values Promoted 

Father Provider, protector, leader Responsibility, authority 

Mother Nurturer, manager, teacher Care, respect, cooperation 

Children Obedience, assistance, lineage Loyalty, continuity 

Elders Custodians of wisdom, mediators Tradition, justice 

Extended relatives Support, collective care Solidarity, generosity 

 

Key Insight: The African Traditional Family is communal and interdependent. Each member’s 

role contributes to the survival, stability, and cultural continuity of society. Fathers provide, 

mothers nurture, children obey, elders guide, and extended relatives support — together 

forming a strong, united social fabric. 

 

Scenario question 13 

Imagine you are an Imam, discuss the good qualities of African Traditional Family. 

     Model Answer 

The African Traditional Family is admired for its good qualities that make it the backbone of 

society. It is communal, inclusive, and value-driven, ensuring that individuals grow within a 

supportive network of kinship and culture. 

Good Qualities of African Traditional Family 

(i) Unity and Solidarity 

Families live together or near each other, strengthening bonds. 

Members stand together in joy, hardship, and conflict resolution. 

(ii) Collective Responsibility 

Duties such as farming, child-rearing, and caring for the elderly are shared. 

No member is left unsupported, promoting cooperation and empathy. 

(iii) Respect for Elders 

Elders are custodians of wisdom, traditions, and justice. 

Their guidance ensures continuity of culture and moral values. 

(iv) Generosity and Hospitality 



P a g e  | 20 Download free primary notes from digitalteachers.co.ug website 
 

Families welcome guests warmly and share resources. 

Promotes harmony and strengthens community ties. 

(v) Marriage as a Union of Families 

Marriage connects clans and promotes social harmony. 

Practices like bride price symbolize respect and unity. 

(vi) Value of Children 

Children are seen as blessings, ensuring lineage and inheritance. 

They are nurtured collectively, with relatives playing active roles in upbringing. 

 

Summary Table 

Quality Explanation Value Promoted 

Unity Families live together, support each 

other 

Solidarity, harmony 

Collective 

responsibility 

Shared duties and care Cooperation, empathy 

Respect for elders Elders guide and preserve traditions Wisdom, justice 

Generosity Hospitality and resource sharing Kindness, community 

Marriage Union of families/clans Respect, continuity 

Children Blessings and lineage Responsibility, 

inheritance 

 

Key Insight: The African Traditional Family is communal, respectful, and nurturing. Its good 

qualities — unity, collective responsibility, respect, generosity, marriage bonds, and valuing 

children — make it the foundation of African society and culture. 

 

Scenario question 14 

Imagine you are an Imam, discuss the African family values that are relevant today. 

     Model Answer 

The African family has always been the bedrock of society, and many of its values remain 

highly relevant today. These values continue to shape communities by promoting unity, 

respect, and responsibility in modern life. 
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African Family Values Still Relevant Today 

(i) Respect for Elders 

Elders are custodians of wisdom and traditions. 

Today, respecting elders promotes guidance, mentorship, and cultural continuity. 

(ii) Collective Responsibility 

Duties such as farming, child-rearing, and caring for the vulnerable were shared. 

In modern society, this translates into teamwork, community service, and shared 

parenting. 

(iii) Unity and Solidarity 

Families stood together in joy and hardship. 

Today, unity helps communities overcome challenges like poverty, conflict, and social 

change. 

(iv) Generosity and Hospitality 

Families welcomed guests warmly and shared resources. 

This value remains vital in promoting kindness, empathy, and social harmony. 

(v) Marriage as a Union of Families 

Marriage connected clans and strengthened social bonds. 

Today, it emphasizes cooperation between families and promotes stability in society. 

(vi) Value of Children 

Children were seen as blessings and continuity of lineage. 

Today, valuing children means investing in education, moral upbringing, and future 

leadership. 
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Summary Table 

Value Traditional Meaning Modern Relevance 

Respect for elders Wisdom and guidance Mentorship, cultural continuity 

Collective responsibility Shared duties Teamwork, community service 

Unity Standing together Social cohesion, resilience 

Generosity Hospitality and sharing Kindness, empathy 

Marriage Union of families Stability, cooperation 

Children Blessings and lineage Education, leadership development 

 

Key Insight: African family values remain timeless and adaptable. Respect, unity, generosity, 

and responsibility are as important today as they were in traditional society. They help 

modern communities preserve identity, strengthen social bonds, and prepare future 

generations for leadership. 

 

Scenario question 15 

Imagine you are an Imam, discuss how modernity has affected African family life. 

     Model Answer 

Modernity has profoundly reshaped African family life, introducing new opportunities but 

also challenges. While traditional African families emphasized extended kinship, communal 

living, and respect for elders, modern influences have brought urbanization, education, 

technology, and global mobility that alter family structures and values. 

Ways Modernity Has Affected African Family Life 

(i) Shift from Extended to Nuclear Families 

Urban migration and limited housing have led to smaller, nuclear households. 

This reduces communal support but increases privacy and independence. 

(ii) Changing Gender Roles 

Women increasingly pursue education and careers, challenging traditional 

homemaker roles. 

Promotes equality but sometimes causes tension with cultural expectations. 

(iii) Dual-Earner Households 

Both parents often work, improving finances but reducing time for children. 
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Reliance on schools and institutions for child upbringing has increased. 

(iv) Influence of Technology 

Mobile phones, internet, and social media connect families globally. 

However, they reduce face-to-face bonding and sometimes weaken cultural practices. 

(v) Education and Modern Values 

Families emphasize formal education, independence, and emotional intelligence. 

Traditional practices like arranged marriages or bride price are being questioned. 

(vi) Migration and Global Mobility 

Work opportunities abroad or in cities separate families, weakening extended kinship 

ties. 

Remittances support families financially but reduce daily interaction. 

(vii) Reduced Cultural Continuity 

Modern lifestyles sometimes neglect customs, rituals, and respect for elders. 

Traditional family ceremonies are less frequent in urban settings. 

 

Summary Table 

Aspect Traditional Family Modern Influence 

Structure Extended, communal Nuclear, individualized 

Roles Clear gender roles Flexible, shared responsibilities 

Support system Elders and kin Institutions, schools, counseling 

Values Respect, obedience, cultural 

continuity 

Equality, independence, 

education 

Communication Face-to-face, communal gatherings Technology, social media 

Marriage Arranged, bride price Love-based, reduced rituals 

 

Key Insight: Modernity has brought progress and equality to African family life but also 

weakened communal bonds and cultural continuity. The challenge today is to balance 

modern values — education, independence, technology — with traditional strengths of unity, 

respect, and collective responsibility. 
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Vote Dr. Bbosa Science President of Uganda 2031→ 

Time, t, is now!!! 

 Thank you  

Dr. Bbosa Science 

 

 


