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Senior 4
Term 2
Theme: Man’s Harmonious Coe-existence

Topic 1/1: Justice
Competency: The learner appreciate Islamic teaching about justice, understands the value of

justice and know how fairness should be maintained in society.

A s/ “Fairness

' Y/ Uphold Justice tice with Equality Equality & Integrity

— - ’.L_.__!m A .‘ ! -l
Be Fair in Judgment Defend the Oppressed * Give Everyone Their Rights

Verily, Allah loves those who act justly.” - Qur'an 5:8
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Scenario question 1

Imagine you are an Imam, discuss Islamic teachings about justice.

Model Answer

Islamic teachings about justice emphasize that it is a divine command from Allah, central to
personal conduct, social relationships, and governance. Justice (‘adl) is seen as worship, a
reflection of Allah’s attribute Al-‘Adl (The Just), and must be upheld even against oneself,
relatives, or enemies.**

Core Teachings on Justice in Islam

(i) Divine command
Qur’an (16:90): “Indeed, Allah commands justice and excellence...”
Qur’an (4:58): “When you judge between people, judge with justice.”
Implication: Justice is not optional but a religious obligation.

(ii) Justice against self and relatives

Qur’an (4:135): Believers must uphold justice even if it is against themselves or loved
ones.

Implication: No favoritism or bias is allowed.
(iii) Justice for all, even enemies

Qur’an (5:8): “Do not let hatred of a people prevent you from being just. Be just; that is
nearer to righteousness.”

Implication: Justice transcends personal feelings and enmity.
(iv) Economic and social fairness

Qur’an (11:85): “Give full measure and weight in justice. Do not withhold from the
people the things that are their due.”

Implication: Justice applies to trade, contracts, and social dealings.
(v) Justice as leadership virtue

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: “The most beloved of people to Allah on the Day of
Judgment and the closest to Him will be the just ruler.” (Sunan an-Nasa’t)

Implication: Leaders are judged by their fairness and equity.
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Summary Table

Aspect of Justice Qur’anic/Prophetic Source | Implication

Divine command Qur’an 16:90, 4:58 Justice is obligatory
Against self/relatives | Qur'an 4:135 No favoritism

For enemies Qur’an 5:8 Fairness beyond hatred
Economic fairness Qur’an 11:85 Honesty in trade
Leadership justice Hadith — Sunan an-Nasa’t | Just rulers beloved to Allah

Key Insight: Islamic justice is universal, impartial, and restorative. It applies to personal life,
family, society, and governance. By commanding fairness even against oneself or enemies,
Islam elevates justice to the highest moral and spiritual principle, ensuring dignity, equality,
and harmony in human relationships.

Scenario question 2

Imagine you are an Imam, discuss Allah’s command of justice and fairness using Surat Al-
Nahl (16:90).

Model Answer

Surat Al-Nahl (16:90) is one of the most powerful verses in the Qur’an regarding Allah’s
command of justice and fairness. It is often recited in Friday sermons because it summarizes
the ethical foundation of Islam.

“Indeed, Allah commands justice, excellence, and giving to relatives, and forbids immorality,
bad conduct, and oppression. He admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.” (Qur’an
16:90)

Teachings from Surat Al-Nahl (16:90)
(i) Justice as a divine command
Justice (‘adl) is obligatory in all dealings — personal, social, and political.
Implication: Muslims must be fair in judgment, trade, leadership, and family life.
(i) Excellence (ihsan)
Beyond justice, Allah commands ihsan (doing good with kindness and generosity).
Implication: Justice is the minimum; excellence builds compassion and harmony.

(iii) Charity to relatives
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Giving to kin strengthens family bonds and prevents social inequality.
Implication: Fairness includes economic justice and care for the vulnerable.
(iv) Prohibition of immorality
Allah forbids indecency, corruption, and oppression.
Implication: Justice cannot coexist with exploitation or abuse.
(v) Reminder for reflection
The verse ends by urging believers to reflect on these commands.

Implication: Justice is not just law but a moral and spiritual duty.

Summary Table

Command in 16:90 Meaning Implication for Believers

Justice Fairness in all dealings No favoritism or oppression

Excellence (ihsan) Kindness beyond justice Builds compassion and
harmony

Charity to relatives Support for kin Prevents inequality

Prohibition of Forbids corruption and Protects dignity and rights

immorality oppression

Reminder Call to reflection Justice as spiritual duty

Key Insight: Surat Al-Nahl (16:90) shows that justice and fairness are not optional virtues but
divine obligations. Justice ensures equality, ihsan adds compassion, and charity strengthens
social bonds. By forbidding oppression and immorality, Allah establishes justice as the
foundation of a peaceful and moral society.

Scenario question 3

Imagine you are an Imam, use Surat Al-An’am to explore how Allah sealed His word with
Truth and Justice.

Model Answer

In Surat Al-An‘am (6:115), Allah declares that His word has been sealed with truth and
justice:
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“And the word of your Lord has been fulfilled in truth and in justice. None can change His
words, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.”

This verse emphasizes the perfection, permanence, and fairness of Allah’s commands.
Exploration of Allah’s Word Sealed with Truth and Justice
(i) Truth in Allah’s word
Allah’s word is free from falsehood, distortion, or contradiction.
Implication: Believers can trust the Qur’an as the ultimate source of guidance.
(ii) Justice in Allah’s word
His commands are fair, balanced, and protect the rights of all.
Implication: Justice is embedded in divine law, ensuring equality and dignity.
(iii) Unchangeable nature
No one can alter Allah’s decrees or distort His revelation.
Implication: The Qur’an remains preserved and authoritative for all time.
(iv) Guidance for humanity
Truth and justice in Allah’s word provide a moral compass for individuals and societies.
Implication: Following divine guidance leads to peace, fairness, and righteousness.
(v) Accountability
Since Allah’s word is sealed in truth and justice, humans are accountable to it.
Implication: No excuse remains for injustice or corruption.

Summary Table

Aspect Meaning in Surat Al-An‘am (6:115) | Implication for Believers

Truth Free from falsehood Qur’an is ultimate guidance
Justice Fair and balanced Ensures equality and dignity
Unchangeable | Cannot be altered Qur’an preserved forever
Guidance Moral compass Leads to peace and righteousness
Accountability | Humans answerable to divine law | No excuse for injustice

Key Insight: Surat Al-An‘am (6:115) teaches that Allah’s word is perfect, truthful, just, and
eternal. It cannot be changed, and it serves as the foundation of justice in human life. By
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sealing His word with truth and justice, Allah ensures that believers have a reliable guide for
building societies based on fairness, equality, and righteousness.

Scenario question 4

Imagine you are an Imam, use Surat Al-An’am to show that justice must prevail even when
one’s interest will be affected.

Model Answer

In Surat Al-An‘am (6:152), Allah commands believers to uphold justice even when personal
interests may be affected. The verse emphasizes fairness in dealings, protection of the weak,
and honesty in judgment:

“...And when you speak, be just, even if it concerns a near relative; and fulfill the covenant of
Allah. This He has commanded you that you may remember.”

Teachings from Surat Al-An‘am on Justice Beyond Self-Interest
(i) Justice in speech

Believers must speak truthfully and fairly, even if it disadvantages themselves or
relatives.

Implication: Justice is impartial and not swayed by personal gain.
(ii) Fairness in judgment

Decisions must be based on truth, not favoritism or bias.

Implication: Justice protects the rights of all, including the vulnerable.
(iii) Upholding covenants

Allah commands fulfillment of promises and agreements.

Implication: Justice requires integrity and reliability in social and economic dealings.
(iv) Accountability before Allah

Justice is commanded as part of divine accountability.

Implication: Even when personal interests suffer, fairness ensures obedience to Allah.
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Summary Table

Teaching from Surat Al-An‘am Meaning Implication for Believers

(6:152)

Justice in speech Speak truthfully No favoritism, even against

self

Fairness in judgment Judge impartially Protects rights of all

Upholding covenants Fulfill promises Builds trust and integrity

Accountability Justice as divine Obedience even at personal
command cost

Key Insight: Surat Al-An‘am shows that justice must prevail even when it conflicts with
personal interests. True justice in Islam is impartial, rooted in truth, and upheld as a covenant
with Allah. By commanding fairness against self or relatives, Allah ensures that justice remains
the foundation of a righteous society.

Scenario question 5
Imagine you are an Imam, discuss examples of injustice in a community.
Model Answer

Injustice in a community occurs when fairness, equality, and dignity are denied to individuals
or groups. These injustices undermine peace, weaken trust, and create divisions. Here are
clear examples:

Family and Community

(i) Unequal inheritance: Some children are denied property rights while others receive
more, causing resentment.

(i) Domestic violence: Abuse within families violates human dignity and fairness.

(iii) Tribalism: Favoring one ethnic group over others in leadership or opportunities.

Schools
(i) Favoritism: Teachers giving better marks or privileges to certain students unfairly.
(ii) Bullying: Stronger students mistreating weaker ones without intervention.

(iii) Gender discrimination: Girls denied equal access to education compared to boys.
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Workplace

(i) Unfair wages: Workers doing the same job but receiving unequal pay.

(ii) Exploitation: Employers overworking employees without proper compensation.
(iii) Discrimination: Denying jobs or promotions based on race, gender, or religion.
National and Global Society

(i) Corruption: Leaders misusing public funds for personal gain.

(ii) Political oppression: Citizens denied freedom of speech or punished for opposing
government policies.

(iii) Unequal resource distribution: Some regions receive more development projects
while others are neglected.

(iv) Human rights violations: Arbitrary arrests, torture, or denial of basic freedoms.

Summary Table

Area Example of Injustice Impact on Society

Family Unequal inheritance Causes conflict and resentment
School Bullying, favoritism Weakens trust and equality
Workplace | Unfair wages Exploits workers, lowers morale
Nation Corruption, oppression | Hinders development, violates rights

Key Insight: Injustice is widespread — from homes to schools, workplaces, and governments.
It destroys fairness, weakens integrity, and prevents unity. Promoting justice is the only way
to build a peaceful and progressive society.

Scenario question 6
Imagine you are an Imam, discuss the dangers of injustice in the society.
Model Answer

Injustice in society is dangerous because it destroys fairness, weakens trust, and creates
divisions that can destabilize communities and nations. When justice is absent, peace and
development cannot thrive.
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Dangers of Injustice in Society
(i) Conflict and violence
People who feel unfairly treated may resort to protests, riots, or revenge.
Impact: Leads to instability and destruction of property and lives.
(i) Loss of trust
Citizens lose confidence in leaders, courts, and institutions.
Impact: Weakens governance and social cohesion.
(iii) Inequality

Unequal access to education, healthcare, and jobs widens the gap between rich and
poor.

Impact: Creates resentment and fuels social unrest.
(iv) Corruption
Misuse of public funds for personal gain undermines development.
Impact: Resources meant for the people are wasted, slowing progress.
(v) Human rights violations
Arbitrary arrests, torture, or discrimination destroy dignity and freedom.
Impact: Citizens live in fear and insecurity.
(vi) Social instability
Families, schools, and communities break down when fairness is absent.
Impact: Weakens unity and hinders cooperation.

Summary Table

Danger of Injustice | Impact on Society

Conflict Violence, instability, destruction

Loss of trust Weakens institutions and governance
Inequality Widens social gaps, fuels resentment
Corruption Misuse of resources, slows development

Human rights abuse | Violates dignity, creates fear

Social instability Breaks down families and communities
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Key Insight: Injustice is destructive because it breeds conflict, inequality, corruption, and
fear. A society without justice cannot achieve peace, unity, or development. Promoting
justice is therefore essential for stability, dignity, and progress.

Scenario question 7
Imagine you are an Imam, explain the need for laws in society to maintain justice.
Model Answer

Laws are essential in society because they provide the framework through which justice is
maintained. Without laws, fairness would depend on personal whims, leading to chaos and
inequality. Laws ensure that rights are protected, responsibilities are clear, and disputes are
resolved peacefully.

The Need for Laws in Maintaining Justice
(i) Equality before the law

Laws guarantee that all citizens are treated fairly regardless of status, wealth, or
background.

Impact: Prevents discrimination and favoritism.
(ii) Protection of rights
Laws safeguard freedoms such as speech, religion, and property ownership.
Impact: Ensures dignity and security for individuals.
(iii) Accountability
Laws hold leaders and citizens responsible for their actions.
Impact: Prevents abuse of power and corruption.
(iv) Conflict resolution
Courts and legal systems settle disputes peacefully instead of through violence.
Impact: Promotes harmony and stability.
(v) Social order
Laws set clear rules for behavior, preventing chaos.
Impact: Creates a safe and organized society.
(vi) Development

Fair laws encourage investment, innovation, and progress.
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Impact: Justice builds trust, which is vital for growth.

Summary Table

Role of Laws Meaning Impact on Justice

Equality Fair treatment for all Prevents discrimination
Rights protection | Safeguards freedoms Ensures dignity and security
Accountability Leaders & citizens answerable | Prevents abuse of power

Conflict resolution | Peaceful dispute settlement Promotes harmony

Social order Clear rules of conduct Prevents chaos

Development Encourages progress Builds trust and growth

Key Insight: Laws are the backbone of justice. They ensure fairness, protect rights, and
prevent chaos. By holding everyone accountable and resolving disputes peacefully, laws
create the conditions for peace, unity, and development in society.

Scenario question 8
Imagine you are an Imam, discuss non-violet ways of achieving justice.
Model Answer

Non-violent ways of achieving justice are essential because they promote fairness, dignity,
and peace without resorting to conflict or bloodshed. These methods rely on dialogue, law,
and moral responsibility to correct wrongs and restore harmony in society.

Non-Violent Ways of Achieving Justice
(i) Dialogue and negotiation
Conflicting parties communicate respectfully to reach compromise.
Impact: Prevents violence and builds mutual understanding.
(ii) Rule of law
Courts and legal systems resolve disputes fairly.
Impact: Ensures accountability and equality before the law.
(iii) Restorative justice

Offenders repair harm through compensation, apology, or reconciliation.
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Impact: Restores relationships instead of focusing only on punishment.

(iv) Human rights advocacy

Peaceful campaigns and activism demand fairness and equality.

Impact: Raises awareness and pressures leaders to act justly.

(v) Community dialogue

Elders and leaders mediate disputes within families or villages.

Impact: Strengthens unity and prevents revenge.

(vi) Education and awareness

Teaching values of fairness, tolerance, and respect.

Impact: Builds a culture of justice for future generations.

(vii)  Peaceful protest

Citizens express grievances without violence.

Impact: Draws attention to injustice while maintaining civility.

Summary Table

Method Nature Impact on Justice
Dialogue Respectful communication | Builds compromise and trust
Rule of law Legal systems Ensures fairness and accountability

Restorative justice

Repairing harm

Restores relationships

Human rights advocacy

Peaceful campaigns

Promotes equality

Community dialogue

Elders mediate disputes

Prevents revenge

Education

Teaching values

Builds culture of fairness

Peaceful protest

Nonviolent demonstrations

Highlights injustice

Key Insight: Non-violent methods of achieving justice are powerful because they heal
relationships, protect dignity, and prevent cycles of violence. By relying on dialogue, law,
education, and advocacy, societies can correct wrongs while building lasting peace and unity.
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Scenario question 9

Imagine you are an Imam, explain the duties of ministry of Justice and Human Right
Commission.

Model Answer

The Ministry of Justice and the Human Rights Commission are key institutions in promoting
justice, fairness, and human dignity in society. Their roles complement each other: one
ensures laws and governance are just, while the other protects and monitors human rights.

Duties of the Ministry of Justice

(i) Law formulation: Drafts, reviews, and advises on laws to ensure they promote justice
and fairness.

(ii) Legal representation: Represents the government in courts and international legal
matters.

(iii) Judicial administration: Oversees courts, prisons, and legal services to ensure
efficiency.

(iv) Protection of rights: Ensures laws safeguard freedoms such as property, speech, and
equality.

(v) Advising government: Provides legal guidance to ministries and state institutions.

Duties of the Human Rights Commission

(i) Monitoring human rights: Investigates violations of rights such as torture,
discrimination, or unlawful detention.

(ii) Public education: Teaches citizens about their rights and responsibilities.
(iii) Advising government: Recommends policies that promote equality and dignity.
(iv) Conflict resolution: Mediates disputes between citizens and state institutions.

(v) Reporting: Publishes reports on the state of human rights to hold leaders accountable.
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Summary Table

Institution Duty Impact on Justice
Ministry of Law formulation Creates fair legal framework
Justice
Judicial administration Efficient courts and prisons
Legal representation Defends government in legal matters
Protection of rights Safeguards freedoms
Advising government Ensures lawful governance
Human Rights Monitoring rights Prevents abuse and violations
Commission
Public education Builds awareness of rights
Advising government Promotes equality policies
Conflict resolution Mediates disputes peacefully
Reporting Holds leaders accountable

Key Insight: The Ministry of Justice ensures that laws and governance uphold fairness, while
the Human Rights Commission protects individuals from abuse and educates society about
rights. Together, they maintain justice, peace, and dignity in the community.

Scenario question 10
Imagine you are an Imam, use Surat from the Qur’an to explain the importance of Justice.
Model Answer

Justice in Islam is emphasized repeatedly in the Qur’an as a divine obligation and the
foundation of a righteous society. Several Surahs highlight its importance, showing that
justice must prevail in personal life, family, leadership, and community.

Qur’anic Teachings on Justice
(i) Surat Al-Nahl (16:90)

“Indeed, Allah commands justice, excellence, and giving to relatives, and forbids
immorality, bad conduct, and oppression.”

Lesson: Justice is commanded directly by Allah, making it a spiritual and moral duty.

P a g e | 15 Download free primary notes from digitalteachers.co.ug website



(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

Surat Al-An‘am (6:152)

“...And when you speak, be just, even if it concerns a near relative; and fulfill the
covenant of Allah.”

Lesson: Justice must prevail even when it disadvantages oneself or loved ones.
Surat An-Nisa’ (4:135)

“O you who believe! Stand out firmly for justice, as witnesses to Allah, even if it be
against yourselves, your parents, or your kin...”

Lesson: Justice is impartial and must not be compromised by personal interests.
Surat Al-Ma3’idah (5:8)

“...Do not let hatred of a people prevent you from being just. Be just; that is nearer to
righteousness.”

Lesson: Justice must be upheld even towards enemies, showing its universality.

Summary Table

Surah Verse Teaching on Justice

Al-Nahl 16:90 | Allah commands justice Justice is a divine obligation
Al-An‘am 6:152 | Be just even against relatives | Justice is impartial

An-Nisa’ 4:135 | Stand firm for justice No favoritism or bias
Al-Ma’idah 5:8 | Justice despite hatred Fairness extends to enemies

Key Insight: The Qur’an shows that justice is absolute, impartial, and universal. It is
commanded by Allah, must be upheld even against oneself or enemies, and is the foundation

of righteousness. Justice in Islam is not just law but a spiritual duty that ensures peace,
equality, and dignity in society.

Scenario question 11

Imagine you are an Imam, discuss the ways of overcoming injustice in the society.

Model Answer
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Overcoming injustice in society requires deliberate, peaceful, and structured actions that
restore fairness, equality, and dignity. Justice thrives when individuals, communities, and
governments actively work to eliminate discrimination, corruption, and oppression.

Ways of Overcoming Injustice

(i)

(ii)

(i)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

Strengthening rule of law

Ensure laws are applied equally to all citizens, regardless of tribe, wealth, or status.
Impact: Prevents favoritism and protects rights.

Promoting equality

Guarantee equal access to education, healthcare, and employment opportunities.
Impact: Reduces discrimination and social inequality.

Fighting corruption

Enforce strict penalties for misuse of public funds and bribery.

Impact: Restores trust in institutions and leadership.

Empowering communities

Support local councils, elders, and cultural leaders in resolving disputes fairly.
Impact: Promotes reconciliation and peace at grassroots level.

Protecting human rights

Safeguard freedoms such as speech, religion, and property ownership.

Impact: Prevents oppression and abuse.

Strengthening institutions

Build independent courts, police, and commissions that deliver justice without bias.
Impact: Ensures impartiality and accountability.

Promoting civic education

Teach citizens about their rights and responsibilities.

Impact: Reduces exploitation and ignorance.

Encouraging dialogue and reconciliation

Use peaceful negotiation and restorative justice to heal divisions.

Impact: Prevents violence and promotes unity.

Fair resource distribution

Governments should allocate schools, hospitals, and infrastructure equitably.
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Impact: Reduces regional inequalities.

Summary Table

Strategy Role in Overcoming Injustice

Rule of law Ensures fairness and accountability
Equality Reduces discrimination and inequality
Anti-corruption Restores trust in leadership

Community empowerment | Promotes reconciliation and peace

Human rights Safeguards dignity and freedoms
Strong institutions Provides impartial justice

Civic education Informs citizens of their rights
Dialogue Prevents conflict and promotes unity
Resource distribution Reduces regional inequalities

Key Insight: Injustice can be overcome when laws are enforced fairly, corruption is
eliminated, communities are empowered, and citizens are educated about their rights. This
creates a society built on dignity, peace, and equality.

Scenario question 12
Imagine you are an Imam, identify proper and improper ways of achieving justice.
Model Answer

Achieving justice requires proper methods that uphold fairness and dignity, while improper
methods undermine peace and create more injustice. Let’s break them down clearly:

Proper Ways of Achieving Justice
(i) Rule of law

Applying laws equally to all citizens.

Impact: Promotes fairness and accountability.
(ii) Dialogue and negotiation

Resolving disputes peacefully through communication.
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Impact: Builds trust and prevents violence.

(iii) Restorative justice
Offenders repair harm through apology, compensation, or reconciliation.
Impact: Restores relationships and prevents revenge.

(iv) Equality before the law
Treating all people fairly regardless of tribe, gender, or wealth.
Impact: Strengthens unity and reduces discrimination.

(v) Human rights protection
Safeguarding freedoms such as speech, religion, and property.
Impact: Ensures dignity and peace in society.

Improper Ways of Achieving Justice

(i) Violence, mob justice and revenge
Using force or retaliation to settle disputes.
Impact: Leads to cycles of conflict and instability.

(ii) Corruption
Leaders or courts accepting bribes to favor certain individuals.
Impact: Destroys trust and denies fairness.

(iii) Tribalism and favoritism
Giving privileges based on tribe, family, or connections.
Impact: Creates division and resentment.

(iv) Oppression
Silencing citizens or denying them rights.
Impact: Violates dignity and fuels resistance.

(v) Discrimination
Unequal treatment based on gender, religion, or social class.

Impact: Weakens unity and fairness.
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Summary Table

Proper Ways Impact Improper Ways | Impact

Rule of law Promotes fairness Violence Causes conflict
Dialogue Builds trust Corruption Destroys trust
Restorative justice | Restores relationships | Tribalism Creates division
Equality Reduces discrimination | Oppression Violates dignity
Human rights Ensures dignity Discrimination | Weakens unity

Key Insight: Justice is achieved properly through law, dialogue, equality, and respect for
rights. It fails when pursued improperly through violence, corruption, favoritism, oppression,
or discrimination. A just society must therefore embrace peaceful and fair approaches while
rejecting destructive ones.

Scenario question 13
Imagine you are an Imam, explain the role of government in upholding justice in society.
Model Answer

The government plays a central role in upholding justice because it is entrusted with
creating, enforcing, and protecting laws that guarantee fairness, equality, and dignity for all
citizens. Without government structures, justice would be inconsistent and society unstable.

Key Roles of Government in Upholding Justice

(i) Making laws Parliament or legislature passes laws that protect rights, regulate
behavior, and ensure fairness.

(i) Enforcing laws The executive arm ensures laws are implemented through police,
ministries, and agencies.

(iii) Judicial protection Independent courts interpret laws, resolve disputes, and protect
citizens against abuse of power.

(iv) Equality before the law Government ensures that all citizens, regardless of status, are
treated fairly in legal matters.

(v) Resource distribution Justice is promoted when government allocates schools,
hospitals, and infrastructure equitably across regions.
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(vi) Human rights protection Government safeguards freedoms such as speech, religion,
and property ownership.

(vii)  Conflict resolution Through courts, commissions, and local councils, government
provides peaceful ways to settle disputes.

(viii)  Accountability Leaders are held responsible for misuse of power or corruption,
strengthening trust in institutions.

Summary Table

Government Role Contribution to Justice

Law-making Provides rules that guarantee fairness
Law enforcement Ensures compliance and order
Judiciary Protects rights and resolves disputes
Equality Prevents discrimination

Resource distribution | Reduces inequality

Human rights Safeguards dignity and freedoms
Conflict resolution Promotes peace and harmony
Accountability Builds trust in leadership

Key Insight: The government is the guardian of justice. By making fair laws, enforcing them
equally, protecting rights, and ensuring accountability, it promotes peace, unity, and
development in society.

Scenario question 14
Imagine you are an Imam, discuss the value of justice in the society.
Model Answer

Justice is one of the most important pillars of a peaceful and progressive society. It ensures
fairness, equality, and dignity for all people, preventing oppression and promoting unity. Let’s
break down its value clearly:

Values of Justice in Society
(i) Protection of rights

Justice safeguards freedoms such as speech, religion, and property ownership.
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Impact: Citizens live with dignity and security.
(ii) Equality before the law
Justice ensures all people are treated fairly regardless of tribe, gender, or wealth.
Impact: Reduces discrimination and promotes unity.
(iii) Peace and stability
Justice prevents revenge, violence, and oppression.
Impact: Creates harmony in families, schools, and communities.
(iv) Trust in institutions
When justice is applied consistently, citizens respect courts, leaders, and laws.
Impact: Strengthens governance and social order.
(v) Development and progress
Justice ensures equal opportunities in education, jobs, and resources.
Impact: Everyone contributes to national growth.
(vi) Moral integrity
Justice reflects honesty, fairness, and righteousness.

Impact: Builds ethical behavior and strong values in society.

Summary Table

Value of Justice | Meaning Impact on Society

Rights protection | Safeguards freedoms Ensures dignity and security
Equality Fair treatment for all Reduces discrimination
Peace Prevents violence Promotes harmony

Trust Confidence in courts & leaders | Strengthens governance
Development Equal opportunities Encourages growth

Moral integrity Ethical behavior Builds righteousness

Key Insight: Justice is the foundation of a peaceful, united, and progressive society. It
protects rights, promotes equality, builds trust, and ensures development. Without justice,
communities fall into conflict, corruption, and instability.
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Scenario question 15
Imagine you are an Imam, discuss justice in Traditional African Societies.
Model Answer

Justice in Traditional African Societies was deeply rooted in community values, reconciliation,
and the preservation of harmony rather than punishment. It was seen as a collective
responsibility, ensuring that wrongs were corrected in ways that restored peace and unity.

Key Features of Justice in Traditional African Societies

(i) Communal responsibility
A wrong committed by one person affected the entire clan or community.
Implication: Justice was collective, not individual.

(ii) Restorative justice
The goal was reconciliation and repairing broken relationships.
Example: Compensation with cattle, land, or labor.

(iii) Role of elders
Elders mediated disputes, drawing on wisdom and customs.
Implication: Their authority ensured fairness and respect.

(iv) Reconciliation rituals

Symbolic acts such as Mato Oput (Acholi, Uganda) or blood-brotherhood ceremonies
healed divisions.

Implication: Forgiveness was central to justice.
(v) Spiritual dimension
Wrongdoing was believed to disturb harmony with ancestors and the Supreme Being.
Implication: Justice restored both social and cosmic balance.
(vi) Social cohesion
Festivals, communal work, and storytelling reinforced unity and prevented isolation.

Implication: Justice was tied to cultural practices that promoted peace.
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Summary Table

Aspect

Nature of Justice

Example

Communal
responsibility

Justice affects the whole
community

Clan unity in Buganda

Restorative justice

Repairing harm, not punishing

Compensation with cattle

Role of elders

Elders mediate disputes

Council of elders in Maasai

Reconciliation rituals

Symbolic forgiveness

Mato Oput among Acholi

Spiritual dimension

Harmony with ancestors

Sacrifices to appease spirits

Social cohesion

Unity through culture

Festivals and communal
dances

Key Insight: Justice in Traditional African Societies was restorative, communal, and spiritual.
It sought to heal relationships, preserve harmony, and maintain balance within the
community and with the divine. Unlike modern systems that emphasize punishment,
traditional justice prioritized reconciliation and unity.

Scenario question 16

Imagine you are an Imam, discuss injustice practices in Traditional African Religion.

Model Answer

In Traditional African Religion (ATR), justice was highly valued, but certain practices led to
injustice within communities. These injustices often arose from cultural beliefs, social

hierarchies, and spiritual interpretations that disadvantaged some groups.

Injustice Practices in Traditional African Religion

(i) Gender inequality

Women were often excluded from leadership roles, priesthood, or inheritance.

Impact: Denied equal participation in religious and social life.

(ii) Witchcraft accusations

Individuals accused of witchcraft faced banishment, punishment, or even death

without fair trial.

Impact: Innocent people were stigmatized and marginalized.

P a g e | 24 Download free primary notes from digitalteachers.co.ug website




(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

Rigid social classes

Certain clans or professions (e.g., smiths, hunters) were considered inferior.

Impact: Limited opportunities and reinforced discrimination.

Tribal favoritism

Some clans were favored in rituals and sacrifices, while others were excluded.
Impact: Created division and inequality among groups.

Harsh punishments

Wrongdoers could face severe penalties such as banishment or corporal punishment.
Impact: Justice was sometimes excessive and lacked compassion.

Exploitation of the poor

Wealthy families controlled religious offerings and rituals, while the poor had little
influence.

Impact: Reinforced economic and spiritual inequality.

Summary Table

Injustice Practice Explanation Impact on Society

Gender inequality Women excluded from leadership | Denied equal participation
Witchcraft accusations | Punishment without fair trial Stigmatization and fear
Rigid social classes Inferior clans/professions Discrimination and exclusion
Tribal favoritism Some clans favored in rituals Division in society

Harsh punishments Severe penalties for wrongdoers | Lack of compassion
Exploitation of poor Wealthy controlled rituals Economic inequality

Key Insight: While Traditional African Religion valued harmony and reconciliation, injustices
such as gender inequality, witchcraft accusations, rigid social hierarchies, and favoritism
revealed gaps in fairness. These practices remind us that justice must evolve to protect

dignity, equality, and compassion for all.
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Scenario question 17

Imagine you are an Imam, discuss how justice was executed in Traditional African Society in
families and villages.

Model Answer

In Traditional African Society, justice was executed in both families and villages through
systems that emphasized reconciliation, fairness, and communal harmony rather than
punishment. It was deeply rooted in respect for elders, customs, and the need to maintain

peace.

Justice in Families

(i)

(ii)

(i)

(iv)

Parental guidance Parents corrected children through advice, discipline, and teaching
values of honesty and respect.

Elders’ authority Grandparents or clan elders mediated family disputes, ensuring
decisions were respected.

Compensation Wrongdoers compensated victims (e.g., replacing damaged property)
to restore harmony.

Respect for hierarchy Younger members obeyed elders, and fairness was maintained
through guidance and obedience.

Justice in Villages

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

Councils of elders Elders gathered to hear disputes over land, cattle, or marriage, and
gave rulings based on customs.

Public gatherings Disputes were sometimes settled in open assemblies where the
community participated, ensuring transparency.

Reconciliation rituals Ceremonies such as Mato Oput (Acholi, Uganda) symbolized
forgiveness and restored peace.

Compensation and restitution Wrongdoers paid fines in cattle, goats, or labor to
victims or their families.

Spiritual involvement Priests or diviners were consulted to ensure justice aligned with
ancestral and divine expectations.
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Summary Table

Setting Method of Justice Example

Family Parental guidance, compensation | Parents correcting children
Family elders Mediation of disputes Elders settling inheritance issues
Village councils Elders’ rulings Land disputes resolved by council
Public assemblies | Community participation Clan meetings for reconciliation
Rituals Symbolic forgiveness Mato Oput ceremony
Compensation Payment in cattle or goats Restitution for theft

Spiritual guidance | Priests/diviners consulted Appeasing ancestors for harmony

Key Insight: In Traditional African Society, justice was restorative and communal. Families
emphasized discipline and guidance, while villages relied on elders, rituals, and compensation
to maintain peace and unity.

Scenario question 18

Imagine you are an Imam, discuss how justice is upheld in African Traditional Society.

Model Answer

In African Traditional Society, justice was upheld through systems designed to maintain
peace, restore relationships, and preserve communal harmony. Unlike modern systems that
emphasize punishment, traditional justice focused on reconciliation, fairness, and respect for
elders and spiritual values.

How Justice Was Upheld

(i) Role of elders: Elders acted as custodians of wisdom, mediating disputes over land,
marriage, or cattle. Their rulings were respected because they carried authority and
experience.

(i) Communal responsibility: A wrong committed by one person was seen as affecting
the entire clan. Justice was therefore collective, ensuring harmony was restored for
all.

(iii) Restorative justice: Offenders were required to compensate victims—through cattle,
goats, land, or labor—so that relationships could be repaired rather than broken.
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(iv) Reconciliation rituals: Symbolic acts such as Mato Oput (Acholi, Uganda) or
blood-brotherhood ceremonies were performed to heal divisions and prevent
revenge.

(v) Spiritual involvement: Wrongdoing was believed to disturb harmony with ancestors
and the divine. Priests or diviners were consulted to restore balance through sacrifices
or rituals.

(vi) Public participation: Disputes were often settled in open assemblies, allowing the
community to witness and affirm fairness, which strengthened trust.

Summary Table

Method How Justice Was Upheld Example

Elders’ mediation Elders resolved disputes Maasai council of elders
Communal responsibility | Wrong affected whole clan Clan unity in Buganda
Restorative justice Compensation restored harmony | Payment in cattle/goats
Reconciliation rituals Symbolic forgiveness Mato Oput ceremony
Spiritual involvement Appeasing ancestors Sacrifices for harmony
Public participation Community witnessed rulings Village assemblies

Key Insight: In African Traditional Society, justice was upheld through restoration,
reconciliation, and communal harmony. It was less about punishment and more about
healing relationships, maintaining peace, and preserving unity within families and villages.

Vote Dr. Bbosa Science President of Uganda 2031->

Time, t, is now!!!
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Thank you

Dr. Bbosa Science
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