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Senior 5 ART AND DESIGN (New curriculum) 

Vote Dr. Bbosa Science President of Uganda 2031→ 

 

Time, t, is now!!! 
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Senior 5 

Term 3 

THEME 1: DRAWING AND PAINTING II  

TOPIC 1.6: ADAPTATIONS FROM THE CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT  

Competency: The learner creates drawings or paintings inspired by the cultural environment 

using available resources to communicate /convey personal expression about people’s 

culture. 

 

  



P a g e  | 3 Download free primary notes from digitalteachers.co.ug website 
 

Cultural objects and forms in people’s ways of life. 

Cultural objects and forms are the tangible and intangible creations that reflect people’s 

ways of life, values, and identities. They embody traditions, beliefs, and social practices, 

serving both functional and symbolic purposes. 

Examples of Cultural Objects 

❖ Tools and utensils — cooking pots, baskets, and farming implements show daily 

survival and resource use. 

   

Cooking pots     Basket 

❖ Clothing and adornment — traditional dress, jewelry, and hairstyles express identity, 

status, and rituals. 

  

Traditional dresses in Uganda 

❖ Musical instruments — drums, flutes, and string instruments embody rhythm, 

storytelling, and ceremonies. 
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Musical instruments 

❖ Artworks — paintings, carvings, and sculptures communicate beliefs, history, and 

creativity. 

  

❖ Religious artifacts — crosses, masks, shrines, and prayer beads symbolize faith and 

spirituality. 

  

❖ Architecture — huts, temples, and monuments reflect environment, technology, and 

cultural values. 
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Kasubi tombs 

 

Forms in People’s Ways of Life 

❖ Rituals — initiation ceremonies, weddings, and funerals use objects like masks, attire, 

and symbolic items. 

 

Weeding  
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❖ Festivals — dances, costumes, and musical instruments highlight joy, unity, and 

heritage. 

 

Dannce feastival 

❖ Work and livelihood — tools, crafts, and trade goods show adaptation to 

environment and economy. 

 

Market 
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❖ Communication — oral traditions, proverbs, and storytelling preserve wisdom and 

history. 

 

❖ Social identity — objects like clan symbols, flags, or emblems reinforce belonging and 

pride. 
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Summary Table 

Cultural Object/Form Function in Life Example 

Tools & utensils Survival, work Basket weaving in Uganda 

Clothing & adornment Identity, ritual Maasai beadwork 

Musical instruments Ceremony, storytelling African drums 

Artworks Expression, heritage Benin bronzes 

Religious artifacts Faith, spirituality Christian rosaries 

Architecture Shelter, pride Egyptian pyramids 

 

Classroom Application 

Students can: 

1. Collect examples of local cultural objects (e.g., baskets, drums, attire). 

2. Discuss how these reflect values and daily life. 

3. Compare with global cultural forms to see diversity and universality. 

 

Exercise 1 

(i) Individually, the learner creates imaginative compositions through preliminary 

sketches inspired from the cultural environment.  

(ii) In groups, learners discuss their sketches using self reflection and peer feedback to 

refine and enhance their plans into improved versions.  

(iii) Individually, develop detailed and revised artworks based on peer assessment and 

self-assessment.  

(iv) compile the work and creates a folder, which will be part of the portfolio. 
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THEME 1: DRAWING AND PAINTING II  

TOPIC 1.7: DRAWING AND PAINTING FROM A LIVING PERSON II  

Competency: The learner draws or paints a human figure proportionally in different poses 

while exploring with various materials and techniques for effective communication and 

human figure representation. 
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Exmple odf poses 
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Exercise 2 

(i) search for inspiration (from human figure models, work of master artists, video 

tutorials) as a basis for discussion and development of preliminary sketches.  

(ii) draws through observation from the real human figure (seated, standing and in 

motion).  

(iii) explores human figure drawing techniques (e.g. gesture drawing, using principles of 

art) and modelling form using light and shade. 
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THEME 1: DRAWING AND PAINTING II  

TOPIC 1.8: DRAWING AND PAINTING FROM IMAGINATION  

Competency: The learner draws or paints artworks by applying imaginative skills, through 

generating and integrating artistic ideas for self-expression and visual communication. 
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Steps to Generate Imaginative Ideas 

❖ Brainstorming — jot down spontaneous ideas, words, or images linked to the theme. 

❖ Mind mapping — connect related concepts visually (e.g., imagination → dreams → 

surreal landscapes → fantasy creatures). 

❖ Story prompts — use short narratives to spark visual scenes. 

❖ Symbol exploration — experiment with colors, shapes, and objects that represent 

emotions or abstract ideas. 

❖ Sketching thumbnails — create small, quick sketches to test different compositions. 

 

Developing Plans for Artwork 

❖ Theme interpretation — decide how the theme (Imagination) will be expressed 

(fantasy, surrealism, symbolism). 

❖ Material selection — choose paints, pencils, or mixed media suitable for the idea. 

❖ Composition planning — arrange elements (foreground, background, focal point) for 

balance and impact. 

❖ Color scheme — select colors that enhance mood (dreamlike pastels, bold contrasts, 

etc.). 

❖ Final sketch — refine one thumbnail into a detailed plan before painting or drawing. 

 

Classroom Activity Example 

(i) Theme: Imagination 

(ii) Step 1: Brainstorm words like “dream,” “fantasy,” “science fiction,” “symbolism.” 

(iii) Step 2: Create 3–4 thumbnail sketches exploring surreal landscapes, mythical 

creatures, or futuristic cities. 

(iv) Step 3: Select one sketch and expand it into a full composition plan with chosen colors 

and materials. 

(v) Step 4: Produce the final artwork, documenting the process as evidence of study. 
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Exercise 3 

(i) reflects and revises the initial idea into a final sketch.  

(ii) creates figurative and non figurative imagined compositions by experimenting with 

different media/techniques to show evidence of revision and artistic growth.  

(iii) documents the use of the creative process in a portfolio as evidence of a working 

process. 
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THEME 2: GRAPHIC DESIGN II (CRAFTS A)  

TOPIC 2.4: PACKAGING DESIGN  

Competency: The learner creates package designs using skills and technologies for advertising 

various market products. 
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Packaging design 

  

Example of packaging materials 

 

Packaging design varies depending on the nature of the product — whether it’s a liquid, 

powder, solid, or gas — and each type uses specialized forms and vocabulary to ensure 

safety, usability, and appeal. 

Liquids 

• Bottle — glass or plastic, often with caps or pumps. 

• Carton — used for milk or juice, lined with protective layers. 

• Pouch — flexible, lightweight, resealable. 

• Vocabulary: viscosity, spillage control, seal integrity, nozzle, cap closure. 

Powders 

• Sachet — small, single-use packets. 

• Box — often with inner lining for freshness. 

• Canister — rigid, resealable, protects from moisture. 

• Vocabulary: moisture barrier, granulation, scoop inclusion, resealability. 

Solids 

• Wrapper — foil or paper for chocolates, bars. 

• Tray — plastic or cardboard for baked goods. 
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• Box — rigid or folding cartons for durable items. 

• Vocabulary: durability, tamper-evidence, portioning, protective layering. 

Gases 

• Cylinder — metal containers for industrial gases. 

• Aerosol can — pressurized spray for deodorants, paints. 

• Cartridge — small, portable units for CO₂ or medical use. 

• Vocabulary: pressure resistance, valve system, containment, safety seal. 

 

General Vocabulary in Package Design 

• Functionality — ease of use, protection. 

• Aesthetics — color, typography, imagery. 

• Brand identity — reflects company values. 

• Sustainability — eco-friendly materials, recyclability. 

• Consumer psychology — how design influences purchase decisions. 

 

Classroom Application 

Students can: 

1. Compare packaging of liquids vs. powders to see functional differences. 

2. Create mock designs using correct terminology (e.g., seal integrity, moisture barrier). 

3. Discuss how packaging reflects culture, technology, and consumer needs. 

 

Exercise 4 

(i) In groups, learners identify and discuss a commodity packaging problem and generate 

possible solutions.  
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(ii) Individually, learners create plans of their package designs (layout, lettering/labelling 

and colour) using elements and principles of art, and the available technologies to 

solve the identified problem.  

(iii) Collaboratively, learners discuss their plans reflecting on the purpose and suitability of 

the proposed designs.  

(iv) Using peer reflection or self-assessment, the learner revises the plans and explores 

with different materials. e. Individually, the learner produces the final prototype 

package.   
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THEME 3: CRAFTS B II  

TOPIC 3.3: FIBRE ARTS  

Competency: The learner creates fibre crafts using different techniques and processes to 

serve various purposes. 
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Purpose of Weaving & Basketry 

❖ Utilitarian function — storage, carrying goods, food preparation. 

❖ Cultural symbolism — ritual baskets, dowry items, ceremonial use. 

❖ Economic role — trade, livelihood, cottage industry. 

❖ Artistic expression — decorative motifs, identity patterns, innovation. 

❖ Environmental sustainability — renewable natural materials, biodegradable products. 

 

Materials 

❖ Reeds and grasses — flexible, lightweight. 

 

❖ Palm leaves — durable, strong. 
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❖ Banana fibers — textured, resilient. 

 

❖ Bamboo — structural strength. 

 

❖ Papyrus — symbolic, ritual use. 
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Tools 

   

Awl                               Knife                                  Needle 

❖ Awl — piercing holes in fibers. 

❖ Knife — cutting strips. 

❖ Needle — stitching coils. 

❖ Frame — supporting structure. 

❖ Measuring tools — ensuring proportion and symmetry. 

 

Methods & Processes 

❖ Coiling — spiraling fibers stitched together. 

 

❖ Plaiting — flat weaving of strips 
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❖ Twining — twisting weft around warp fibers. 

 

❖ Wicker weaving — interlacing rigid materials. 
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❖ Preparation — soaking, splitting, and smoothing fibers before weaving. 

 

Techniques 

❖ Warp and weft — structural framework. 

 

 

❖ Motif design — symbolic patterns woven into baskets. 
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❖ Texture variation — smooth vs. rough surfaces for aesthetic effect. 

   

❖ Symmetry and balance — ensuring proportion and stability. 

        

Classroom Application 

Students can: 

(i) Identify materials used locally (e.g., banana fibers, palm leaves). 

(ii) Practice basic techniques like coiling and plaiting. 

(iii) Discuss how basketry reflects culture, economy, and sustainability. 

(iv) Present finished baskets as evidence of study and skill development. 

 

Exercise  5 

(i) identify a weaving related societal problem, plan and prepare the required materials 

and tools (soliciting various ideas for weaving).  

(ii)  use an appropriate technique to create a woven article to serve a purpose. 
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THEME 4: HISTORY AND APPRECIATION OF ART II  

TOPIC 4.2: APPRECIATION OF THE ITALIAN RENAISSANCE  

Competency: The learner analyses Renaissance art by investigating its social, cultural and 

artistic importance for creating own artistic impressions. 
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The concepts and developments of Renaissance art as an influence to art production. 

Renaissance art (14th–16th centuries) transformed European art by reviving classical ideals, 

introducing scientific techniques like perspective and anatomy, and emphasizing humanism. 

These developments deeply influenced later art production, shaping realism, symbolism, and 

the role of the artist as an intellectual creator.  

Key Concepts of Renaissance Art 

❖ Humanism — focus on human dignity, individuality, and naturalism. 

❖ Revival of classical antiquity — inspiration from Greek and Roman art, architecture, 

and philosophy. 

❖ Scientific inquiry — anatomy, geometry, optics, and astronomy applied to art. 

❖ Patronage — wealthy families (Medici) and the Church financed artists, linking art to 

politics and commerce. 

❖ Individualism — artists like Leonardo da Vinci and Michelangelo became celebrated 

geniuses rather than anonymous craftsmen. 

 

Important Developments 

Development Impact on Art Production Examples 

Linear 

perspective 

Created depth and realism in painting. Masaccio’s Holy Trinity (1427). 

Anatomical 

studies 

Improved lifelike representation of 

the human body. 

Leonardo’s sketches, 

Michelangelo’s David. 

Oil painting Allowed richer colors, blending, and 

detail. 

Jan van Eyck’s Ghent 

Altarpiece. 

Naturalism Focused on landscapes, light, and 

everyday life. 

Raphael’s School of Athens. 

Symbolism Embedded moral, religious, and 

philosophical meaning. 

Botticelli’s Birth of Venus. 
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Influence on Later Art Production 

❖ Baroque art adopted Renaissance realism but emphasized drama and emotion. 

❖ Neoclassicism revived classical ideals again in the 18th century, inspired by 

Renaissance rediscovery. 

❖ Modern art (e.g., surrealism, realism) still uses Renaissance foundations like 

perspective and anatomy. 

❖ In Ugandan art education, Renaissance methods (proportion, perspective, symbolism) 

are taught as universal standards for drawing, painting, and design. 

 Classroom Application 

Students can: 

1. Compare medieval flat figures with Renaissance realistic figures. 

2. Practice perspective drawing to understand geometry in art. 

3. Discuss how patronage and science shaped creativity. 

4. Reflect on how Renaissance ideals influence contemporary Ugandan art production. 

 

Selected Renaissance Artists and Application of Their Styles 

(i) Leonardo da Vinci 
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o Style: Scientific observation, sfumato (soft blending), anatomical precision. 

o Application: In personal life, inspires curiosity and innovation; in professional 

life, encourages interdisciplinary thinking (art + science). 

(ii) Michelangelo 
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o Style: Monumental sculpture, expressive anatomy, dramatic emotion. 

o Application: In personal life, teaches resilience and mastery; in professional 

life, inspires excellence in craftsmanship and bold creativity. 

(iii) Raphael 

 

o Style: Harmony, balance, clarity in composition. 

o Application: In personal life, encourages balance and order; in professional life, 

informs design, architecture, and teamwork through structured composition. 

 

Renaissance Artworks and Influence on Ugandan Art 

❖ Leonardo da Vinci (Mona Lisa, Last Supper) 

o Influence: Ugandan painting adopts realism and symbolic storytelling in 

portraiture. 

❖ Donatello (David, bronze sculptures) 

o Influence: Ugandan sculpture integrates expressive human forms with cultural 

symbolism. 

❖ Michelangelo (David, Sistine Chapel ceiling) 
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o Influence: Ugandan artists explore anatomy and proportion in figurative 

sculpture and painting. 

❖ Filippo Brunelleschi (Florence Cathedral dome) 

o Influence: Ugandan architecture incorporates geometric planning and 

monumental design in churches and civic buildings. 

 

Interpretation of Renaissance Artworks 

Artwork Purpose Style Materials Meaning Conveyed 

Mona Lisa 
(Leonardo) 

Portrait of 
identity 

Sfumato, 
realism 

Oil on 
wood 

Mystery, human 
emotion, 
individuality. 

David 
(Michelangelo) 

Civic pride, 
biblical hero 

Monumental 
realism 

Marble Strength, courage, 
human perfection. 

School of Athens 
(Raphael) 

Celebration of 
knowledge 

Perspective, 
harmony 

Fresco Philosophy, unity of 
classical and 
Christian thought. 

Florence Cathedral 
Dome (Brunelleschi) 

Religious 
devotion 

Engineering + 
art 

Brick, 
stone 

Human ingenuity 
serving divine 
purpose. 

 

 Conclusion 

Renaissance art emphasized humanism, science, and classical revival, influencing Ugandan 

art in painting (realism, symbolism), sculpture (anatomical precision, expressive form), and 

architecture (geometric planning, monumental design). Its legacy continues to inspire 

creativity, discipline, and innovation in both personal and professional life. 

Vote Dr. Bbosa Science President of Uganda 2031→ 

Time, t, is now!!! Vote the best!!! 
 Thank you  

Dr. Bbosa Science 


