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Senior 1 Performing Art 

Vote Dr. Bbosa Science President of Uganda 2031→ 

 

Time, t, is now!!! 
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621 PERFORMING ARTS 

Senior 1 

Term 1 

THEME: EXPLORING AND MAKING CONNECTIONS IN PERFORMING ARTS  

TOPIC 1: PERFORMING ARTS IN THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

Competency: The learner creates, appreciates and markets works of performing arts in 

various genres, styles and cultures to effectively entertain the school and wider community.  

 

 

Performing arts 

Performing arts are creative forms of expression that use the human body, voice, and 

movement to communicate ideas, emotions, and cultural values in front of an audience. 

Unlike visual arts (painting, sculpture), performing arts are live, dynamic, and interactive, 

often blending multiple elements such as music, dance, drama, and storytelling. 
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Key Features of Performing Arts 

(i) Live Presentation: Performed in real time before an audience. 

(ii) Human Expression: Relies on voice, body movement, gestures, and emotions. 

(iii) Integration of Art Forms: Combines music, dance, theatre, and sometimes visual 

elements like costumes and props. 

(iv) Cultural Reflection: Mirrors traditions, beliefs, and social values of a community. 

(v) Communal Participation: Often involves group performance, audience interaction, 

and shared experiences. 

Examples 

• Drama/Theatre: Plays, storytelling, rituals. 

• Dance: Traditional dances, ballet, contemporary styles. 

• Music: Singing, instrumental performance, drumming. 

• Oral Literature: Poetry recitals, folktales, chants. 

In essence: Performing arts are living traditions that bring culture to life through sound, 

movement, and storytelling. They not only entertain but also educate, preserve heritage, and 

strengthen community identity. 

 

Terminologies in Performing Arts 

❖ Drama – A story enacted on stage through dialogue and action. 

❖ Character – participant in drama/play 

❖ Dialogue – Spoken interaction between characters. 

❖ Monologue – A long speech delivered by one character. 

❖ Soliloquy – A speech expressing inner thoughts, spoken alone. 

❖ Choreography – The planned sequence of dance movements. 

❖ Improvisation – Spontaneous performance without prior preparation. 

❖ Stage Directions – Instructions for movement, gestures, and tone. 
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❖ Symbolism – Use of objects or actions to represent deeper meaning. 

❖ Props – Physical objects used in performance. 

❖ Costumes – Clothing worn by performers to represent character or theme. 

❖ Accompaniment – Musical or rhythmic support for performance. 

❖ Oral Tradition – Transmission of culture through spoken word, song, and storytelling. 

 

Scenario Question 1.1 

Learners perform a Luganda folk song about the River Nile. The soloist sings verses, while the 

chorus responds in call-and-response style. They use drums (engoma) and flutes (endere) as 

accompaniment, wear bark cloth costumes, and carry clay pots as props. 

• Which performing arts terminologies are evident in this performance? 

• How do they enhance the cultural message? 

Answer: Terminologies include dialogue (call-and-response singing), accompaniment (drums 

and flutes), costumes (bark cloth), and props (clay pots). These elements enhance the cultural 

message by symbolizing fertility, abundance, and respect for the river, making the 

performance both artistic and educational. 

 

Scenario Question 1.2 

Students in Gulu perform the Acholi Bwola dance, honoring the forest. The choreography 

includes circular formations, stamping feet, and flowing arm movements. Performers wear 

beads and carry leafy branches as props, accompanied by drums and the adungu (bow harp). 

• Which performing arts terminologies are applied here? 

• Why are they important for cultural preservation? 

Answer: Terminologies include choreography (planned dance movements), props (leafy 

branches), accompaniment (drums and harp), and symbolism (movements representing trees 

and rainfall). These are important for cultural preservation because they connect the 

performance to the natural environment and transmit ancestral values to younger 

generations. 
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Key Insight: Performing arts terminologies are not abstract—they come alive in practice, 

helping communities express identity, celebrate nature, and preserve cultural heritage. 

 

Key Performing Arts in African Contexts 

(i) Theatre 

Indigenous Theatre: Rooted in oral traditions, storytelling, and rituals. Examples 

include Ghanaian Ananse stories and Nigerian masquerade plays. 

Political Theatre: Used for social change and peacebuilding, especially in postcolonial 

contexts. Plays by Wole Soyinka (Nigeria) and Ngũgĩ wa Thiong’o (Kenya) highlight 

governance, justice, and identity. 

Theatre for Development: Community-based performances addressing health, 

education, and social issues. 

(ii) Dance 

Traditional Dance: Expresses spirituality, rites of passage, and communal identity. 

Examples: 

o Adumu (Maasai jumping dance, Kenya/Tanzania) 

o Agbekor (war dance of the Ewe, Ghana) 

o Bwola (Acholi royal dance, Uganda) 

Contemporary Dance: Blends hip-hop, Afrobeat, and traditional rhythms, reflecting 

urban African identity. 

(iii) Music 

Drumming Traditions: Dùndún (Yoruba talking drum, Nigeria), Ngoma (East and 

Central Africa), and Kora (West Africa). 

Fusion Genres: Afro-jazz, Afrobeat, and gospel music combine African rhythms with 

global styles. 

(iv) Storytelling & Oral Literature 

Folktales & Proverbs: Preserve wisdom and moral lessons. 

Griots (West Africa): Oral historians and musicians who maintain collective memory. 

(v) Ritual & Ceremonial Performance 
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Masking Traditions: Yoruba, Igbo, and Fang masks used in spiritual and judicial rituals. 

Healing & Initiation Rituals: Performances involving dance, chants, and symbolic acts. 

(vi) Contemporary Influences 

Digital Performance: Online theatre and hybrid spaces are growing, especially in 

urban centers. 

Afropolitanism: Blending African heritage with global modernity. 

Diaspora Connections: African dance and music influencing global genres like jazz, hip-

hop, and reggae. 

 

 Comparison Table 

Art Form Traditional Context Modern Influence 

Theatre Ritual, storytelling, community 

education 

Political theatre, digital platforms 

Dance Rites of passage, spirituality Afrobeat, hip-hop fusion 

Music Drumming, griots, communal 

identity 

Afro-jazz, gospel, global 

collaborations 

Storytelling Oral traditions, folktales Literature, film, spoken word 

Ritual 

Performance 

Masks, healing, initiation Contemporary reinterpretations in 

festivals 

 

Challenges & Opportunities 

• Challenges: Limited funding, infrastructural constraints, and policy gaps. 

• Opportunities: Digital platforms, intercultural collaborations, and educational 

integration. 

Key Insight: African performing arts are not static—they evolve by blending indigenous 

traditions with modern influences, making them powerful tools for cultural preservation, 

identity expression, and social transformation. 
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Scenario Question 1.3 

During a community gathering in Uganda, elders perform a play based on Kintu, the legendary 

first man in Buganda history. The performance uses dialogue, song, and dance to teach values 

of leadership and justice. 

• How does this performance reflect African contexts and influences? 

• What role does it play in the community? 

Answer: This performance reflects African contexts by drawing from indigenous oral 

traditions and historical legends. It integrates storytelling, music, and dance—hallmarks of 

African performing arts. The play serves as a cultural education tool, reinforcing values of 

justice, leadership, and unity. It also strengthens community identity and passes moral 

lessons to younger generations. 

 

Scenario Question 1.4 

In Ghana, the Agbekor dance is performed by the Ewe people during festivals. The dance 

involves drumming, chanting, and coordinated movements symbolizing bravery and 

communal strength. 

• How does this dance embody African cultural influences? 

• What is its significance in modern society? 

Answer: The Agbekor dance embodies African cultural influences through its use of 

traditional drumming patterns, symbolic movements, and communal participation. It reflects 

the African worldview where art, spirituality, and daily life are interconnected. In modern 

society, it preserves cultural heritage, promotes unity, and is performed both in traditional 

ceremonies and on global stages, showcasing African identity internationally. 

These scenario questions highlight how African performing arts are not just entertainment 

but vehicles for cultural preservation, moral education, and social cohesion. 

 

Examples of Ugandan Folk Songs Depicting Nature 

(i) “Nabuzaana Omunozzi w’Eddagala” (Baganda Ritual Song) 

Context: Sung by traditional healers (basamize) in southern Uganda. 
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Theme: Connects humans, animals, plants, and spirits in an ecological worldview. 

Natural Influence: References flora, fauna, and atmospheric phenomena as part of 

healing and survival. 

Performance Style: Chant-like vocals, accompanied by drums and ritual props. 

(ii) “Ndi Mwana Wa Misambwa” (Child of the Nature Spirits) 

Origin: Buganda region, preserved in the Enyimba Za Lubaale archive. 

Theme: Celebrates nature spirits (misambwa) tied to forests, rivers, and sacred 

groves. 

Natural Influence: Lyrics honor the environment as a spiritual home. 

Performance Style: Luganda vocals, traditional drums, costumes of bark cloth and 

beads. 

(iii) “A Billion Trees” by Sarah Lokong (Karamoja Region) 

Context: Contemporary folk-inspired song addressing climate change. 

Theme: Encourages tree planting to restore land and fight drought. 

Natural Influence: Lyrics highlight deforestation, drought, and survival through 

reforestation. 

Performance Style: Blends Karimojong oral traditions with modern advocacy. 

 

(iv) “Ekitiibwa kya Buganda” – praises land, heritage, and natural abundance. 

 

Performance Elements 

(i) Vocal Characteristics: Call-and-response, resonant tone, expressive dynamics. 

(ii) Accompaniment: Engoma (drums), endere (flute), adungu (bow harp). 

(iii) Costumes & Props: Bark cloth, grass skirts, beads, clay pots, baskets. 

(iv) Dance: Flowing movements for rivers, stamping for rainfall, circular formations for 

community cycles. 
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Comparison Table 

Song Region Nature Theme Performance Style 

Nabuzaana 

Omunozzi 

Buganda 

(South) 

Ecology of humans, 

animals, plants, spirits 

Ritual chants, drums, 

healer props 

Ndi Mwana Wa 

Misambwa 

Buganda Nature spirits in forests & 

rivers 

Luganda vocals, bark 

cloth costumes 

A Billion Trees Karamoja Climate change, tree 

planting 

Folk-modern blend, 

advocacy message 

 

Key Insight: Ugandan folk songs about the natural environment are more than music—they 

are cultural tools for ecological awareness, spiritual connection, and community education. 

 

Vocal Characteristics used in folksongs 

(i) Call-and-response style: Soloist leads, group responds. 

(ii) Resonant tone: Natural, unamplified voices to echo communal spirit. 

(iii) Expressive dynamics: Loud sections for celebration (rainfall, harvest), softer tones for 

reverence (forests, rivers). 

(iv) Ornamentation: Use of ululations (okuwuliriza) to emphasize joy. 

 

Accompaniment of folksongs 

• Traditional instruments: 

o Engoma (drums) – heartbeat of the performance. 

o Endere (flute) – mimics bird calls and wind. 

o Adungu (bow harp) – provides melodic harmony. 

o Agwara (horns) – symbolize animal sounds and echo nature. 
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Costumes & Props for folksongs 

(i) Costumes: Bark cloth, grass skirts, beads, cowrie shells, natural colors (green, brown, 

blue). 

(ii) Props: 

o Clay pots (water, fertility). 

o Woven baskets (harvest). 

o Wooden sticks or spears (protection of land). 

o Leaves or branches (forest symbolism). 

 

Choreographed Dance 

• Movements: 

o Flowing arms to represent rivers. 

o Stamping feet to mimic rainfall. 

o Circular formations to symbolize community and cycles of nature. 

o Shoulder and hip movements to reflect joy and fertility. 

• Integration: Dance follows drum rhythms, with group synchronization and solo 

improvisations. 

 

Teaching Insight 

Performing folk songs this way helps learners: 

• Appreciate African cultural heritage. 

• Understand the link between environment and art. 

• Experience communal participation through music, dance, and storytelling. 
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Scenario Question 1.5 

Learners are asked to perform a Luganda folk song praising the River Nile. The soloist begins 

with a verse about the river’s life-giving waters, and the chorus responds joyfully. They use 

drums (engoma) and flutes (endere) to imitate flowing water and bird calls. 

• How do the vocal characteristics and instruments enhance the theme of the natural 

environment? 

• What role do costumes and props play in this performance? 

Answer: The call-and-response vocals emphasize communal appreciation of the river, while 

the resonant tones reflect reverence for nature. The drums provide rhythm like flowing 

water, and the flute mimics birds, reinforcing the environmental theme. Costumes made of 

bark cloth and grass skirts symbolize natural resources, while clay pots and woven baskets as 

props highlight fertility and harvest, making the performance a vivid celebration of the 

environment. 

 

Scenario Question 1.6 

Students perform an Acholi folk song about the Bwola dance, which honors the forest and its 

spirits. The singers use ululations and dynamic vocal shifts to express joy and respect. 

Accompaniment includes the adungu (bow harp) and drums, while dancers wear beads, 

cowrie shells, and carry leafy branches. 

• How does the choreography reflect the natural environment? 

• Why is this performance important for cultural preservation? 

Answer: The choreography uses flowing arm movements to represent trees swaying, 

stamping feet to mimic rainfall, and circular formations to symbolize community cycles. Props 

like leafy branches directly connect the dance to the forest. This performance preserves 

cultural heritage by teaching younger generations about the spiritual and ecological 

importance of forests, while reinforcing identity and respect for nature. 
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How the Natural Environment Influences Performing Arts 

(i) Themes & Inspiration: Rivers, forests, mountains, animals, and seasons inspire lyrics, 

rhythms, and movements. 

(ii) Materials & Instruments: Drums from animal skins, flutes from bamboo, rattles from 

seeds, and costumes from bark cloth or grass directly connect art to nature. 

(iii) Symbolism: Natural elements symbolize fertility, strength, unity, and spirituality in 

performances. 

(iv) Choreography: Dance movements often imitate natural phenomena—flowing arms 

for rivers, stamping feet for rainfall, circular formations for community cycles. 

 

How the Natural Environment preserve Cultural Heritage 

(i) Oral Traditions: Folk songs and storytelling preserve indigenous knowledge, myths, 

and values. 

(ii) Rituals & Ceremonies: Performances tied to harvests, initiation, or healing safeguard 

ancestral practices. 

(iii) Community Identity: Performing arts strengthen unity and pride by celebrating shared 

heritage. 

(iv) Education: Songs and dances teach younger generations respect for nature and 

cultural values. 

Example Connections 

Natural 

Element 

Performing Art Cultural Heritage Preserved 

River Nile Folk songs, flute melodies Fertility, abundance, life source 

Forests Mask dances, Bwola dance Spirituality, ancestral spirits 

Rainfall Drum rhythms, stamping dances Agricultural cycles, harvest rituals 

Animals Horn instruments, mimetic 

dances 

Hunting traditions, ecological 

respect 
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 Key Appreciation 

The natural environment is not just a backdrop—it is a living archive that inspires performing 

arts and ensures cultural heritage remains vibrant. By singing about rivers, dancing like 

rainfall, or wearing costumes made from natural fibers, communities keep their traditions 

alive while honoring the environment that sustains them. 

 

Characteristics African performing arts 

(i) Communal Participation 

o Performing arts are collective, involving the whole community rather than 

individual performers. 

o Call-and-response singing, group dances, and shared drumming emphasize 

unity. 

(ii) Integration of Art Forms 

o Music, dance, drama, and storytelling are not separate but woven together. 

o A single performance may include song, rhythm, movement, costumes, and 

oral narration. 

(iii) Oral Tradition 

o Knowledge and heritage are transmitted orally through songs, proverbs, and 

storytelling. 

o Performances preserve history, myths, and moral lessons. 

(iv) Functional Purpose 

o Performing arts serve social, spiritual, and educational roles. 

o They accompany rituals (birth, initiation, marriage, funerals), harvest 

celebrations, and healing ceremonies. 

(v) Use of Natural Environment 

o Instruments made from local materials: drums from animal skins, flutes from 

bamboo, rattles from seeds. 
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o Costumes from bark cloth, grass, beads, and shells. 

o Dance movements often imitate natural phenomena (rainfall, rivers, animals). 

(vi) Symbolism & Spirituality 

o Performances often connect with ancestors, spirits, and deities. 

o Masks, chants, and dances symbolize protection, fertility, or justice. 

(vii) Improvisation & Flexibility 

o Performances are dynamic, allowing improvisation in song, dance, or 

storytelling. 

o Adapted to suit the occasion, audience, or environment. 

 

Summary Table 

Characteristic Example in Practice 

Communal Participation Call-and-response singing in Luganda folk songs 

Integration of Art Forms Bwola dance combining music, dance, and storytelling 

Oral Tradition Griot storytelling in West Africa 

Functional Purpose Initiation dances, harvest songs 

Natural Environment Drums from skins, costumes from bark cloth 

Symbolism & Spirituality Mask dances in Yoruba rituals 

Improvisation Spontaneous drumming and dance variations 

 

Key Insight: African performing arts are holistic, communal, and deeply tied to nature and 

spirituality. They are not just entertainment but living traditions that preserve cultural 

heritage and values. 
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How elements of the natural environment are reflected in song, drama and dance.  

The natural environment strongly influences African performing arts, shaping the themes, 

materials, and expressions found in song, drama, and dance. These art forms not only 

celebrate nature but also preserve cultural heritage by passing ecological wisdom and values 

to future generations. 

(i) Song 

Reflection of Environment: Lyrics praise rivers, rainfall, forests, and fertile land. 

Example: Luganda folk songs about the River Nile highlight water as life-giving. 

Preservation: Oral traditions ensure ecological respect and agricultural knowledge are 

passed on. 

(ii) Drama 

Reflection of Environment: Plays dramatize myths tied to land, survival, and natural 

cycles. 

Example: Ugandan community theatre retelling Kintu legend uses clay pots, sticks, and 

bark cloth costumes. 

Preservation: Legends and rituals teach moral lessons and reinforce respect for 

nature. 

(iii) Dance 

Reflection of Environment: Movements imitate natural phenomena—flowing arms for 

rivers, stamping feet for rainfall, circular formations for community cycles. 

Example: Acholi Bwola dance uses leafy branches and circular choreography to honor 

forests and spirits. 

Preservation: Dance strengthens community unity and ancestral practices. 
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Summary Table 

Art 

Form 

Natural Influence Cultural Heritage Preserved 

Song Lyrics about rivers, rain, harvest Oral traditions, ecological respect 

Drama Myths tied to land, natural props Legends, rituals, moral lessons 

Dance Movements imitating rain, rivers, 

animals 

Community unity, ancestral 

practices 

 

Scenario Question 1.7 

Learners sing a folk song about rainfall, using drums to mimic thunder and flutes to imitate 

bird calls. How does this reflect the environment and preserve heritage?  

Answer 

 The instruments recreate natural sounds, while lyrics honor rainfall as vital for crops. This 

preserves heritage by teaching respect for agriculture and ecological cycles. 

 

Scenario Question 1.9 

Students perform a dance imitating the flow of rivers, wearing bark cloth costumes and 

carrying clay pots. What environmental elements are reflected, and why is this important?  

Answer 

The flowing movements symbolize rivers, costumes and props represent natural resources. 

This is important because it connects art to daily life and preserves traditions of fertility and 

abundance. 

In short, song, drama, and dance are living archives of African culture, where the 

environment is both inspiration and teacher. 
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THEME: EXPLORING AND MAKING CONNECTIONS IN PERFORMING ARTS  

TOPIC 2: DISCOVERING THE BASIC ELEMENTS OF MUSIC 

 

 

 

Musical Elements & Their Meaning 

(i) Treble Clef: Symbol at the beginning of the stave showing higher-pitched notes (used 

for voices, violin, flute, etc.). 

(ii) Stave: The five horizontal lines where musical notes are written. 

(iii) Key Signature of F Major: One flat (B♭) placed on the stave; indicates the tonal center 

of F major. 

(iv) Simple Duple Time (2/4): Two beats per bar; often used in marches and folk songs. 

(v) Note Values: 

o Eighth Note (♪) – half a beat. 

o Quarter Note (♩) – one beat. 

o Half Note (𝅗𝅥) – two beats. 
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Using Music Technology 

(i) Notation Software (e.g., MuseScore, Sibelius): Learners can input notes on a stave, 

add treble clef, key signature, and time signature, then play back the piece to hear the 

effects. 

(ii) Digital Audio Workstations (DAWs): Software like GarageBand or FL Studio allows 

learners to compose rhythms in 2/4 time and experiment with note values. 

(iii) Keyboard Apps: Virtual keyboards help learners hear how F major sounds compared 

to other keys. 

(iv) Group Work: Learners explain how a familiar piece (e.g., a Ugandan folk song 

arranged in F major) uses these elements. 

 

Scenario Question 2.1 

A group of learners use MuseScore to notate a Ugandan folk song. They place the treble clef, 

set the key signature to F major, and arrange the rhythm in simple duple time. How does this 

demonstrate the influence of musical elements?  

Answer 

 The treble clef ensures the melody is written in a higher pitch range suitable for singing. The 

F major key signature gives the song a warm, bright tonality. Simple duple time organizes the 

rhythm into two beats per bar, making the song easy to march or dance to. This shows how 

notation and technology clarify the structure of traditional music. 

 

Scenario Question 2.2 

Learners use a digital drum pad app to practice rhythms with eighth, quarter, and half notes 

in 2/4 time. They clap and play along, then explain how these note values affect the feel of 

the piece.  

Answer 

The eighth notes create faster, lively movement; quarter notes provide steady beats; half 

notes slow the rhythm, giving space and emphasis. In 2/4 time, these values combine to 
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produce a balanced march-like rhythm. Technology helps learners hear and visualize how 

note lengths shape musical expression. 

Key Insight: By combining traditional songs with modern music technology, learners can 

clearly see how notation, rhythm, and tonality work together to create meaning in 

performing arts. 

 

The Sol-fa Ladder 

Notes: Do – Re – Mi – Fa – So – La – Ti – Do 

Pitching: Each syllable represents a step in pitch. Sing ascending and descending scales to 

train your ears. 

Leaps in Pitch: Moving from one note to another that is not adjacent (e.g., Do → So or Mi → 

La). These leaps create contrast and emotional effect in songs. 

 

Classroom Exploration 

(i) Pitch Practice: Learners sing the sol-fa ladder slowly, then faster, ensuring correct 

pitch. 

(ii) Leaps: Practice specific leaps (e.g., Do → Mi, Fa → La) to hear how the melody 

changes. 

(iii) Application: Compare two songs: 

o A simple folk song with stepwise movement (e.g., Do–Re–Mi). 

o A contrasting song with leaps (e.g., Do → So in a chorus). 

(iv) Group Work: Learners explain how leaps in pitch create excitement, tension, or joy in 

the contrasting song. 

 

Scenario Question 2.3 

Learners sing a Ugandan lullaby using mostly stepwise notes (Do–Re–Mi–Fa). How does the 

sol-fa ladder help them pitch correctly, and what effect does stepwise movement create?  
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Answer 

 The sol-fa ladder guides learners to pitch notes accurately in sequence. Stepwise movement 

creates a smooth, calm melody, suitable for lullabies and gentle songs. 

 

Scenario Question 2.4 

In a group performance, learners sing a folk song where the chorus leaps from Do → So. How 

does this leap affect the song’s mood, and why is it important to practice with the sol-fa 

ladder?  

Answer 

The leap adds energy and excitement, making the chorus stand out. Practicing with the sol-fa 

ladder helps learners pitch the leap correctly, avoiding flat or sharp notes, and ensures the 

emotional impact of the song is preserved. 

Key Insight: The sol-fa ladder is more than a scale—it’s a tool for pitch accuracy, musical 

contrast, and expressive singing. By exploring both stepwise and leap movements, learners 

understand how melody shapes meaning in songs. 

 

Using the treble stave and the key of F major to compose four bar melodies and phrases in 

simple duple time with half, quarter and eighth notes without leaps. 

Here’s a structured way to guide learners in using the treble stave and the key of F major to 

compose four-bar melodies in simple duple time: 

Step-by-Step Guide 

(i) Treble Stave Setup 

o Draw or open a stave with five lines. 

o Place the treble clef at the beginning. 

o Add the key signature of F major (one flat: B♭). 

o Set the time signature to 2/4 (simple duple time). 

(ii) Note Values 
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o Use half notes (♩) = 2 beats. 

o Use quarter notes (♩) = 1 beat. 

o Use eighth notes (♪) = ½ beat. 

o Ensure each bar adds up to 2 beats. 

(iii) Compose Without Leaps 

o Write melodies that move stepwise (e.g., Do → Re → Mi). 

o Avoid large jumps (like Do → So). 

o Example bar: ♩ (F) – ♩ (G) | ♪ (A) – ♪ (B♭) – ♩ (C) | etc. 

(iv) Group Sharing 

o Learners present their four-bar melodies. 

o Discuss: 

o Which melodies sound familiar (similar to folk songs or hymns). 

o Which are unique (new combinations of notes). 

 

Scenario Question 2.5 

A learner writes a four-bar melody in F major using only stepwise notes (F–G–A–B♭–C) in 2/4 

time. How does avoiding leaps affect the melody?  

Answer 

Avoiding leaps creates a smooth, flowing melody that feels calm and connected. It is easier to 

sing and resembles traditional folk tunes, showing how stepwise movement builds familiarity. 

 

Scenario Question 2.6 

Learners share their composed melodies. One group’s melody resembles a church hymn, 

while another’s sounds like a playful children’s song. How does this sharing help them 

understand musical creativity?  
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Answer 

Sharing allows learners to see how the same musical rules (treble stave, F major, 2/4 time) 

can produce different results. Familiar melodies show cultural connections, while unique ones 

highlight creativity and personal expression. 

Key Insight: By using the treble stave, F major, and simple duple time, learners not only 

practice notation but also discover how structure + creativity produce music that can be both 

traditional and original. 

 

Employment Opportunities in Performing Arts 

(i) Creative Roles 

o Actor – Perform in theatre, film, or television. 

o Dancer/Choreographer – Create and perform dance routines for stage or screen. 

o Musician/Music Producer – Compose, perform, or produce music. 

o Broadcast Presenter – Host radio, TV, or live events. 

o Writer/Playwright – Develop scripts, plays, or performance texts. 

(ii) Technical & Production Roles 

o Stage Manager – Coordinate rehearsals, performances, and backstage 

operations. 

o Lighting/Set Designer – Create visual environments for productions. 

o Sound Technician – Manage audio effects and recording. 

o Special Effects Technician – Design effects for theatre or film. 

o Animator – Produce digital visuals for performances, films, or games. 

(iii) Management & Support Roles 

o Arts Administrator – Oversee budgets, marketing, and logistics for arts 

organizations. 

o Talent Agent – Represent and promote performers. 
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o Theatre Director/Manager – Lead productions and manage theatre operations. 

o Community Arts Worker – Use performing arts to engage and educate 

communities. 

(iv) Education & Therapy Roles 

o Drama/Music Teacher – Teach performing arts in schools or universities. 

o Music Therapist/Drama therapist – Use arts for healing and wellbeing. 

o Museum Education Officer – Bring heritage to life through performance. 

 

Career Pathways Table 

Category Examples of Jobs Typical Employers 

Creative Actor, dancer, musician, 

choreographer 

Theatres, film studios, TV/radio 

companies 

Technical Stage manager, sound technician, 

animator 

Production houses, theatres, 

film/TV 

Management Arts administrator, talent agent, 

theatre director 

Arts councils, cultural 

institutions 

Education/Therapy Teacher, music therapist, drama 

therapist 

Schools, universities, hospitals, 

NGOs 

 

Scenario Question 2.7 

A student wants to work backstage in a theatre. Which career opportunities are available, and 

how do they contribute to the success of a performance?  

Answer 

Careers include stage management, lighting design, set design, and sound operation. These 

roles ensure smooth coordination, create atmosphere, and support performers, making the 

production professional and engaging. 
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Scenario Question 2.8 

A graduate is passionate about using performing arts to promote social change in rural 

Uganda. Which career path suits them best?  

 

Answer 

Becoming a community arts worker or drama educator allows them to use theatre, song, and 

dance to raise awareness, preserve culture, and empower communities. This career blends 

creativity with social impact. 

In summary: The performing arts industry is not limited to the stage—it spans education, 

therapy, management, and technology, offering learners multiple pathways to employment 

and cultural contribution. 

 

Section of Music Reflecting Nature 

(i) Theme: Choose a piece that mirrors aspects of the environment (e.g., rivers, rainfall, 

forests, animals). 

Example: 

o A folk song about rainfall where drums imitate thunder and flutes mimic bird 

calls. 

o A dance song about rivers with flowing melodies in F major, symbolizing water’s 

life-giving role. 

o A forest-inspired chant using call-and-response vocals, leafy props, and circular 

choreography. 

 

(ii) Materials Learners Can Prepare 

o Posters & Charts: Show the sol-fa ladder, treble stave, and how notes can 

imitate natural sounds. 

o Costumes & Props: Bark cloth, clay pots, leafy branches, beads to symbolize 

environment. 
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o Audio Samples: Use music technology (keyboard apps, DAWs, MuseScore) to 

demonstrate rhythms in 2/4 time with half, quarter, and eighth notes. 

o Performance Scripts: Short explanations of how the chosen song reflects nature. 

 

Scenario Question 2.9 

Learners perform a folk song where drums mimic thunder and flutes imitate bird calls. How 

does this reflect the natural environment?  

Answer 

The instruments recreate natural sounds, making the environment part of the music. This 

preserves heritage by teaching respect for rainfall as vital for crops and community survival. 

 

Scenario Question 2.10 

A group composes a four-bar melody in F major with stepwise notes, then choreographs 

flowing arm movements to represent rivers. How does this performance celebrate the 

environment?  

Answer 

The smooth melody symbolizes water’s flow, while the dance movements visually reflect the 

river. Together, they celebrate nature’s role in sustaining life and preserve cultural traditions 

tied to rivers. 

Key Insight: By combining music notation, technology, costumes, props, and choreography, 

learners can create performances that vividly show how the natural environment inspires 

and sustains the performing arts. 

 

 

Vote Dr. Bbosa Science President of Uganda 2031→ 

Time, t, is now!!! Vote the best!!! 

 Thank you  
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Dr. Bbosa Science 


